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By The Most Reverend  
LYNNE MCNAUGHTON

Dr Lynne McNaughton is the Bishop of 
the Diocese of Kootenay and 
Metropolitan Archbishop for the 
Ecclesiastical Province of British Columbia 
and the Yukon  

FILLED WITH 
THE HOLY 
SPIRIT!

The Holy Spirit is God’s energetic presence 
with us! All the symbols and images for the 
Holy Spirit:  birds, red flames (the colour of 
passion), fire, wind…, speak of movement 
and power. There is a wildness about God’s 
Spirit. The Holy Spirit liberates us from fear 
and makes us audacious and courageous.  
What image of God’s Spirit resonates with 
you?

The Holy Spirit is a gift to the community.  
With only one exception: all of the referenc-
es to “The Holy Spirit in you”  in the New 
Testament are a plural “YOU”  — “you all.”  
This truth unfortunately gets lost in English 
translation, which has led to an individual-
istic interpretation of the Gift of the Holy 
Spirit. It is clear from the appearances after 
the resurrection, Jesus’ presence is most 
evident when we gather and act in commu-

nity. Even our celebrations that pray for the 
Holy Spirit to come upon or strengthen an 
individual (e.g. baptism, confirmation, induc-
tion, ordination) are always communal acts, 
for the sake of community.     

The Holy Spirit inspires, commissions, 
and entrusts us with God’s mission. And also 
equips us!

One of the vision statements of the Dio-
cese of Kootenay is “Empowering Mission”.   
This is, of course, really the work of the Holy 
Spirit, with which we are invited to cooper-
ate.  

The work of the Bishop and thus Synod 
office is to Empower Mission, together as a 
Diocese and in each local worshiping com-
munity, parish, or ministry. We share 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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Mission as a Diocese. For example, we have 
named “Refugee Ministry” as something 
best shared at the Diocesan level, with the 
Rev. Canon Nick Pang chairing the Diocesan 
Refugee Team to support local initiatives.    

But mission also needs to be local!
We know our mission in general is to 

embody the Love of God for the world. We 
hold in front of us the vision of God’s king-
dom of Shalom, peace with justice. As indi-
viduals, as disciples of Jesus, our mission is 
named clearly through our baptismal vows.   
As a diocese and as local communities, we 
live out the “Five Marks of Mission.”    

Five Marks of Mission of 
the Anglican Communion:
To proclaim the Good 
News of the Kingdom
n  To teach, baptize and nurture new believ-

ers
n   To respond to human need by loving 

service
n  To seek to transform unjust structures of 

society, to challenge violence of every 
kind and to pursue peace and reconcili-
ation

n  To strive to safeguard the integrity of 
creation and sustain and renew the life of 
the earth
  

(see https://www.anglican.ca/ask/faq/marks-
of-mission/)

For ease of memorization, our former 
Primate Fred Hiltz laid it out in five words:

n  Tell the Good News

n  Teach to nourish disciples

n  Tend relationships

n  Transform unjust structures

n  Treasure the Earth 

I don’t think we need to find a new mis-
sion! This is the ongoing Mission of God, 
the Mission of Jesus, which is now ours. But 
these statements are quite general, and in 
order to have a vital sense of Mission NOW,  
we need to revisit our common mission fre-
quently and make it concrete, local, imme-
diate and do-able. Our mission responds to 
the current needs of the world, which means 
we are always listening and researching 
those needs locally.  

 How do you live these Marks of Mis-
sion in 2022?  How do we live these out in 
our own neighbourhood and in our unique 
context?  Yourself personally: what is God 
calling you to do?  In your church:  what is 
God calling you to do? It would be a helpful 
exercise in your parish council to look at 
the five marks of mission and see what you 
are already doing in each category. Healthy 
church communities are always helping 
people to discern and deepen their disci-
pleship, equipping people for ministry. How 
do we help each other to make our service 
to God and neighbour concrete?  We all say 
yes to dismantling systemic racism, but it is 
much harder to have the courage to speak 
out in the moment when someone issues a 
derogatory slur.   

May the Holy Spirit blow through us with 
transformative power to make us bold!

n

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
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By NEIL ELLIOT
Canon Dr. Neil Elliot is the  
Dean of West Kootenay Region 
and Incumbent for  
St Andrew/St George, Trail.  

CHANGING CHURCH
Part 8 — The Living Vine 

Regions & Structures

As I write this I have just spent two long days 
discussing the future shape of the West Koo-
tenay region with colleagues, and as you read 
this we will be preparing for a day, looking at 
the proposed shapes, with a large group of 
leaders from our area.  This work is alongside 
the work being done by the Structures work-
ing group for the whole diocese.  Some might 
shake their heads in wonder at all the effort 
going into structures. They might wonder how 
this benefits the work of the Church. They 
might be surprised how much change there 
has been in our structures and how much dif-
ference it makes.

I came here from England where every small 
village seems to have an Anglican church.  The 
church often has a small group of congregants 
trying to keep the roof repaired on a thou-
sand-year-old stone church. And many priests 
look after 5 or more of those small churches, 
each with a church committee and each want-
ing services as often as possible. That’s one 
kind of structure.

 When I arrived here in 2005 we had a 
variety of different structures across the West 
Kootenay.  In the area from Nakusp to Nelson 
there was one big parish, Kokanee, where six 
churches worked together to train and support 
Locally Trained Priests.  In Salmo and Fruitvale 
there was a Mutual Ministry Team where six 

people shared the ministry for the two church-
es. I was the Missioner for Salmo/Fruitvale, with 
a responsibility to help them do the work of 
ministry. In the Kootenay boundary parish the 
Grand Forks church looked after Greenwood 
and Rock Creek.

 A few years after I arrived we decided 
to combine Kokanee parish and the rest of 
the West Kootenay region into one, with the 
same structure. We copied the structure from 
Boundary parish and pasted it into the rest 
of the region. We then had four big churches 
each with two satellite churches. This was a re-
ally helpful structure for a while. Then Nakusp 
closed and New Denver did not have the ca-
pacity to run its own church committee. So the 
Diocese developed the idea of a worshipping 
community, a church that was administered by 
a bigger local church.

Now things are changing again. More 
churches are running out of money and peo-
ple to lead the church. All of the clergy in our 
region are currently part time and do not have 
the resources to get to every church every 
week. Thank God, and those involved, for the 
LTP and lay ministry that keeps things running.  
We have got through two years of COVID 
which showed us new ways to run services.

 So we are developing new types of struc-
ture for this new era.  The church keeps 
changing. As it does so it proves that we are a 
living organism. We are not a stone monolith 
planted immobile in the ground. We are like 
a shrub clinging to a mountain side. We send 
out roots here and there to draw nourishment. 
Our branches seek out sunlight and bend with 
the wind. We move and adapt to the changing 
conditions we face. This is what it means to be 
The Living Vine.

n
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THE CHURCH... A LIVING

ANDREW STEPHENS-RENNIE
Andrew Stephens-Rennie is the lay  
incumbent for St David’s, Castlegar

Earlier this spring, I found myself amongst the 
trees down the hill from my home in unceded 
Sinixt territory. I held a rake and a set of lopping 
shears, ready to trim low branches and clean the 
forest floor in preparation for the summer months. 
We live in Rossland, an interface community 
surrounded by trees. While a beautiful part of the 
world, it is also a place where the threat of fire 
increases with each passing year. 

A praise chorus from my childhood comes to 
mind, but not in a comforting way: “It only takes a 
spark to get a fire going…”

My family and I moved into this house near-
ly two years ago, having come “temporarily” to 
the Kootenays at the beginning of the pandemic. 
After several months of squatting in my in-laws’ 
basement, we sold our small apartment in our East 
Vancouver co-housing community, making the 
move official. 

The experience has been both life-giving and 
disorienting. 

I am grateful to be here. And yet, there are still 
days I don’t feel as though I’ve fully arrived. The 
pandemic and its rapidly changing context sent 
each of us into a liminal space. Today we find our-
selves somewhere between the world we knew and 
the one that God is creating with a rushing wind 
and tongues of fire.  

I often long to return to that place I once called 
home. And yet, if I were to return, it wouldn’t be 
to the world my family and I left behind when we 
fled Vancouver on the morning of March 23, 2020. 
People have changed. Relationships have changed. 
The city has changed. The world has been forever 
changed by a highly transmissible airborne virus 
that we continue to live alongside, and that con-
tinues to do great harm. There is simply no going 
back to life before the pandemic. That world is 
gone. 

Spending time in the forest, I am reminded of 
the church. My mind turns to the ways in which the 
church has grown and evolved over centuries. Over 
these many years, some Christian communities have 
flourished and others have come to their natural 
end. Branches and leaves and trunks have returned 
to the earth, now able to provide nutrition to the 
soil through their death. Yet other members of the 
forest community remain to provide shelter and 
oxygen for the duration of their lifetime. Come what 
may, the forest remains, even if changed. 

The church, like the forest, is a living organism. 
The church grows and evolves. We shift and change. 
We face threat and decline. Unlike city trees—dis-
connected and autonomous—we do not face these 
circumstances on our own. Indeed, we are connect-
ed by a vast root system, built for sharing, waiting 
as we are on God and God’s gift of life-giving sun, 
rain, and yes, sometimes fire. 

The future is uncertain. God’s future always is. 
Reminded of the disciples at Pentecost, I wonder 
how many of those first members of the Jesus 
movement were longing (as we sometimes long) for 
a past no longer available to them. Despite all that 
they had seen and experienced at Easter, I wonder 
how many of them remained stuck in ways of being, 
organizing, and participating in God’s dream for the 
world. 

At Pentecost, gathered together in one place, I 
am struck by the surprise of it all. What comes next 
is unexpected. What comes next is breathtaking. 
What comes next looks nothing like they planned 
for. Even so, the disciples recognize God’s gift when 
it comes and sweeps them up in the wind and fire 
of Holy Spirit. 

All too often I find myself hoping that God will 
show up how I expect, in ways that affirm my own 
comfort. And yet the Spirit moves in mysterious 
ways. In these Pentecost days, may we be open and 
flexible. Above all, may we open ourselves to the 
Spirit, God’s Holy Spirit, who is about to do a new 
thing.

n

COMMUNITY

Red Mountain, Rossland BC
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By JAMES WILD
James Wild is a member of the Spiritual 
Development Committee

What’s on your bucket list?  You know what 
a bucket list is I suppose. It is a list of all those 
things you would like to do or see or accom-
plish before you die.  Most such lists consist 
of travel destinations or activities you want to 
experience.  I wonder if spiritual things make it 
onto bucket lists very often.

A bucket list is usually thought of as a list 
of self-indulgences or fulfillments of personal 
dreams and goals and spiritual growth is more 
likely to involve considerations of self-denial 
and discipline. But surely there are things in 
our spiritual lives that we might set our hearts 
on as desirable goals. After all, Jesus told us to 
lay up treasures for ourselves in heaven rather 
than on earth.  And indeed, as we age, we do 
get weary of the burden of material things.  
“Downsizing” is the thing to do. Even the wis-
dom of this age agrees.

Imagine yourself naked before God (if that’s 
not too cringe-worthy an exercise). What is it 
that He sees and loves?  Without your achieve-
ments, status, material props and earthly 
desires, who are you?  You are the person he 
created, loved and gave himself for in Christ.  
Surely, in responding to that love, you have 
become inwardly more like Him. That is what 
Christ’s work in us is about, making us more 
and more into His image.  So as we consider 
that, it is only natural that more and more of 
our yearnings should be directed at allowing 
this work to be accomplished in us.

As we organize our lives in different ways, a 
bucket list can be an imaginative way to iden-
tify those things which are most important to 
us, and thereby reveal what our priorities are.  
Someone might object that I’m mixing cate-
gories here and that spiritual things don’t get 
rated alongside material things in this way.  But 
I’m not so sure. We have only so much time, 
energy and resources to use and deciding how 
to use them applies to all of our activities. 

What sorts of spiritual goals might we 
think of as important enough to be numbered 
among those things which we believe will 
make us more Christ-like, happy and content?  
How about goals that will undo some of the 
knots and hard places in our souls? Is there 
someone to whom we need to extend forgive-
ness or from whom we need to seek it? Being 
reconciled to others and at peace with them 
is a high enough priority that Jesus included 
it in the Lord’s Prayer. What about attitudes 
towards people or cultures which keep us from 
fully loving others as Christ has loved us?  It 
may take some time and effort to recognize 
these and work on them.

The point of the bucket list idea is to en-
courage us to make spiritual growth as import-
ant as the material side of our lives. After all, 
it is who we are inwardly that we will take into 
eternity.

n

WALKING HUMBLY 
SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT     
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By YME WOENSDREGT
The Rev Dr Yme Woensdregt is a  retired 
priest who continues to live in Cranbrook.  

Where is God? It sounds like a child’s question. 
One of the earliest answers we learned was simple, 
certain, reliable: God is in heaven, smiling down at 
us, taking care of us.

But it’s more than just a child’s question. People 
ask it in times of crisis. Where is God after a school 
shooting? After 9/11? As people die in floods and 
earthquakes and tsunamis? As warlords and terror-
ists torture people and enlist child soldiers? In the 
middle of this brutal war in Ukraine? When people 
are murdered for the crime of being different —
being black, or indigenous, or gay, or transgender, 
or a different faith, or (in some cultures) for being a 
woman?

People ask the question in personal crises—an 
unexpected diagnosis; the death of a loved one; a 
child lost to addiction; the loss of a job; the pros-
pect of homelessness; a pandemic which leaves us 
feeling lonely and isolated; in times which stretch us 
to the limit.

Where is God in this mess?
The old simple, certain, and reliable answer of 

“God–in–Heaven” no longer satisfies, and people 
have simply stopped asking the question. They 
conclude that God is an ancient myth which is no 
longer relevant.

Yet this theological question refuses to go away. 
It continues to surface in a chaotic globe.

Some religious leaders hang on to the old an-
swers with a dogged determination. They claim that 
our heavenly God is judging an unfaithful world. 
Of course, it’s quite remarkable how God seems to 
bless their own personal, particular prejudices, from 
abortion–on–demand to the “gay agenda” to the 
breakdown of the family.

Again, many simply shake their heads and walk 
away from such angry rhetoric.

But the question won’t go away. This conse-
quential question continues to haunt us.

The old answers arose in an ancient understand-
ing of a three–story universe with God at the top in 
Heaven, the demons dwelling at the bottom in Hell, 
and we humans muddling about in the middle level 
on Earth.

In such a universe, people agreed that God was 
unimaginably distant, and we needed mediators to 
connect with that distant God. For Christians, me-
diators included Jesus, Mary, the saints, the Church, 
prophets, preachers, priests, sacraments, dogma, 
rules, and rituals. They were supposed to teach us 
to learn to do what is good, right, and holy.

But science has shown us a different universe. 
We can now see farther than we ever could before. 
People went into space and claimed not to see God. 
Life and the universe are much more complex than 
we ever had imagined.

We need answers for today, where it no longer 
makes sense to think of divinity living “up there.” 
Indeed, there is no “up there” in this beautiful blue 
ball spinning in the vastness of space.

Without new answers, people leave conventional 
forms of religion. But they haven’t given up on God. 
Polls show that people believe in God and identify 
as “spiritual but not religious.” What they are reject-
ing is a particular conception of divinity.

God is not up there in some mythological 
heaven. Rather, God is right here. With us. In us. In 
our neighbour. In acts of love and compassion. In 
moments of utter stillness. In times of loud cele-
bration and laughter. In communities seeking to do 
good. In acts of inclusion and welcome. In sunsets 
and seashores and gardens, in good food and good 
company, when we eat and drink and make love.

Some call it a “revolution of divine nearness.” I 
don’t think it is a revolution. Rather, we are doing 
what theology has always done — finding new 
answers to old questions and seeking new ways of 
describing the indescribable.

Not a distant God, but a more intimate pres-
ence, in which millions experience God as more per-
sonal and accessible, a God who is robustly present 
in the chaos and confusion all around us. This Spirit 
invites us to save the planet and make peace with 
the whole human family. This One invites us to 
partnership in creating a hope–filled future.

n

A GOD WHO DRAWS NEAR
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By KEVIN ARNDT
The Reverend Kevin Arndt is the  
Incumbent at Christ Church, Cranbrook

For more than a decade, I was a public ser-
vant with BC Corrections. As the chaplain at the 
province’s maximum-security prison in Victoria, I 
encountered inmates and staff from every back-
ground and walk of life. Often the only things we 
held in common were the stones and steel of a 
very rough prison, and our cloaked and veiled 
humanity. 

In 2013, at the age of 45, I was diagnosed with 
an aggressive form of early-onset prostate can-
cer. My boys were one and three at the time, and 
when the doctor broke the news to Kristy and 
me, all I could think was, “If this goes badly, my 
sons won’t even remember me. I’ll be a picture in 
a frame somewhere.” The thought was excruciat-
ing, and terrifying. 

The week before I was to begin medical leave 
from the jail, to receive surgery and treatment, I 
began to tell my clients/inmates and staff what 
was happening and that I would be away for 
several months.  On Friday, the day before my 
medical leave began, several Indigenous inmates 
asked me to stop by their living unit, last thing 
before I left.  

When I did, they took me into a recreation 
room containing a large, heavy, ping-pong table 
bolted to the floor and asked me to sit on it. They 
spoke gently to me about courage, about faith, 
and about our friendship. We talked about how 
we each had something out of place within us, 
powerful and destructive, that would likely kill us 
if we didn’t seek treatment and healing.  

Then someone told me he was going to sing 
for me a Warrior Song and a Healing Song. Sev-
eral men began to drum on the heavy tabletop 

where I sat, cross-legged, and the singer began 
his song. In a place that is never, ever quiet, 
within seconds you could hear a pin drop as the 
sacred song echoed off the stones and the steel.  

Once finished, the songs hung in the air, it 
seemed, long after the drumming and voices had 
ceased. As the silence settled, we hugged each 
other, and the cell block returned to its usual 
racket of loud talk, door slams and televisions. I 
went to the Control Station, dropped off my keys, 
and left the jail at peace and with new courage, 
to face whatever might come. Before any med-
ical treatment had commenced my healing had 
already begun. 

Sometimes grace surprises us. It pours out of 
an unexpected place, abundant and generous, 
or through seemingly hard and unlikely persons 
– like water flowing from a stone. It’s humbling 
when it happens: a reminder that often we are 
the ones who close ourselves off to encounter-
ing God in persons and places until we receive 
the gift of “eyes to see and ears to hear,”as Jesus 
would say. 

The experience of being ministered to by a 
group of inmates who had so many reasons to 
hate, dislike,  or be indifferent to me and what 
I represent, as a white Anglican priest, was so 
powerful that it still  makes me emotional today.  
Their unexpected gift of hope, compassion and 
generosity of spirit, abundant and reconciling, 
drew us all closer together in the years that fol-
lowed my return. There is an endless capacity for 
dignity, forgiveness and compassion that resides 
in the human heart. 

Sometimes grace surprises us. Sometimes 
healing is roughly delivered. But, with willing 
hearts and open minds, Christ can use the sim-
plest, most common-place ingredients to pro-
duce sacred space, peace and life abundant.

n

PRISON MINISTRY
Rough Healing

Grace in Unexpected Places
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By HEATHER KARABELAS
The Reverend Heather Karabelas is a  
deacon for St Mary’s, East Kelowna

The four feet by four feet raised garden bed 
is ready. The wood has been treated with an 
environmentally friendly and chemical free 
sealant and the treated deck screws hold the 
boards in place. Perhaps a container for greens 
or herbs or perhaps a box of hope filled with 
good soil and edibles to be harvested and 
shared. This is a space for a specific purpose 
–— a “container of hope” moving beyond its 
perceived limitations.

This container will be given to St. Andrew’s, 
Okanagan Mission from St. Mary’s, East Kelow-
na to be placed in the farm known as “The Gift” 
to grow food for those in need in our commu-
nity.

We too have specific purposes in life that 
can flourish beyond what we might perceive as 
limitations.  Not to say that limitations are not 
necessary, because they are, but to determine 
a purpose in our life — a calling if you will — 
one must enter into listening with patience 
about what God might be calling us to be and 
do.  Not always an easy task in our bustling 
lives or when our minds are overflowing with 
countless thoughts.  

Perhaps you have a small seed of thought 
about the call to the Diaconate. Like the small 
seed placed in the ground it may seem like 
a small thought, but it could be one of great 

significance. By sharing your thought with a 
trusted companion or friend, like the small 
seed that is watered and fed and bursts forth 
from the ground, so might your call become 
more visible or apparent. Find those who can 
strengthen you in this discernment process.  

Life can be confusing when we are not 
supported and helped to discover why we were 
brought into this world. But like plants, we 
need to take the time and to hear God’s whis-
per in our lives.  

During the past two years we have been 
confined by the pandemic. Now we are be-
ginning to slowly and cautiously emerge to 
resumed activities and perhaps take on new 
callings.  

Goodness knows that the work of Diaconal 
ministry has been somewhat buried like the 
tiny seed and constrained by many fears and 
hesitancies. Like the seeds and plants that we 
so carefully sow and nourish, we need to be 
nurtured to feel the pull of God from darkness 
into His light. Deacons help others bring God’s 
love into places of despair and need and moti-
vate others to action and prayer. 

 Perhaps you are a “container of hope” that 
will feel called to the servant-hood ministry of 
Deacon. The need is great — perhaps you are 
being summoned. 

n

OF HOPE?
ARE YOU A CONTAINER

Garden box given to St. Andrew’s, 
Okanagan Mission from St. Mary’s, East 
Kelowna to be placed in the farm known as 
“The Gift” to grow food for those in need in 
our community.  
Photography by Anne Privett 
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By WENDY SOON

Micheal Kalmuk, of St. Michael and All 
Angels Cathedral in Kelowna, BC came up with 
an “egg-cellent” idea for raising funds to help 
the people of Ukraine. At our on-line Zoom 
coffee time meeting for St. Michael’s Cathe-
dral on Tuesday mornings we were all feeling 
somewhat distraught ...frozen and helpless… 
as to what we could do to help out the people 
of Ukraine in this terrible time of war. 

Michael had a brilliant idea!! 
Michael’s mother was Ukrainian and as 

Michael grew up his mother taught him how 
to make beautiful Ukrainian Easter eggs called 
“Pysanky. “ To celebrate Ukrainian Easter, 
Michael designed and made his own Pysanky 
every year. Michael has given away numerous 
eggs and taught lots of friends to make them 
too. Over the years his collection grew. He has 
amassed a collection of 120 eggs in total. So, 
this year he offered to organize a fund rais-
er at the cathedral and generously donated 
the whole collection for sale. Then Michael’s 
friend, Michel-Jean Szczepaniak, whom he 
had taught to decorate eggs, donated 24 of 
his Polish style “Pisanki” when he heard about 
the fund raiser; and that made a grand total of 
144 eggs to sell.

The Cathedral Church of 
St Michael and All Angels, Kelowna

Michael Kalmuk with Ukrainian Easter eggs 
Photographs by Jean Miller

 The fund raiser began on our Anglican 
Easter Sunday and finished on Ukrainian Eas-
ter Sunday. Eggs were purchased by donation 
and all monies collected will be sent to the 
Primates World Relief Fund specially marked 
for Ukraine. 

We learned the Pysanky had patterns 
and symbols on them that meant something 
important, that the colours were special and 
that the his eggs were all raw, not blown, and 
were in various stages of drying out. The older 
the eggs,  the lighter the weight of the egg. 
Michael even provided a handout as to how to 
take care of the eggs and provided containers 
for them to be taken home safely. 

We all took our time choosing our favourite 
designs from this beautiful collection. Gramas 
and Grampas bought eggs for grandchil-
dren. Parents bought for their children. Other 
parishioners purchased eggs for Easter table 
decorations. A minimum donation of $10.00 
was asked for but people generously donated. 
Over $3,000.00 will have been raised to help 
the Ukraine. These eggs will be a reminder of 
those suffering in Ukraine whom we have tried 
to help in a small way. We pray their situation 
finds a quick and peaceful resolution.

Thank you Michael for your generous, 
Egg-cellent idea! 

n

EGG-CELLENT 
UKRAINIAN 

EASTER
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Filling the heart with the emotions of Easter: 
from the somber darkness of dread, distress at 
an unjust crucifixion, and the joy of the resurrec-
tion, Holy Week services at St. Saviour’s, Pentic-
ton were filled with emotion. Reverend Canon 
Nick Pang, Deacon Richard Simpson and many 
parishioners prepared the services, music and 
church for the very moving observances.

On Good Friday, a joint service with Naramata 

St Saviour’s 
Rev. Nick 
Pang bathes 
the feet of 
parishioner 
Mary 
Murkin 
during 
Maundy 
Thursday.

Deacon Richard Simpson carries 
the cross on Good Friday.

Lighting the fire during 
the Easter Vigil to bring 
light into the darkness. 

By WENDY STEWART

Deacon Rev. Richard Simpson, Rev. Lori 
Megley-Best of Naramata Community Church 
and Rev. Nick Pang conducted Easter services.

Community Church, Penticton’s Our Redeemer 
Lutheran Church, and St. Saviour’s Anglican 
congregation made for an especially enjoyable 
observance. Rev. Lori Megley-Best of Narama-
ta Community Church joined Rev. Pang and 
Deacon Rev. Simpson to conduct the service. 
Easter Sunday brought worshippers from 
throughout the region as we celebrated the 
resurrection. Alleluia, Christ is Risen.             n

Photographs by Nick Pang and Joanne Simpson



READINGS

John 14:8-17, (25-27)
Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, 

and we will be satisfied.” Jesus said to him, “Have 
I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still 
do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen 
the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 
Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the 
Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do 
not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells 
in me does his works. Believe me that I am in the 
Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, 
then believe me because of the works themselves. 
Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me 
will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do 
greater works than these, because I am going to the 
Father. I will do whatever you ask in my name, so 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If in my 
name you ask me for anything, I will do it. “If you 
love me, you will keep my commandments. And 
I will ask the Father, and he will give you another 
Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the Spirit 
of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because 
it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, 
because he abides with you, and he will be in you. 
“I have said these things to you while I am still with 
you. But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the 
Father will send in my name, will teach you every-
thing, and remind you of all that I have said to you. 
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do 
not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your 
hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.

Scripture texts are from the New Revised Stan-
dard Version of the Bible. Lections are from the 
Revised Common Lectionary 
Stained glass image — Kind permission All Saints 
Cathedral, Edmonton, AB; Our Lady of Victories 
Church. Paterson, NJ.

Year C: Acts 2:1-21 or Genesis 11:1-9  •  Psalm 
104:24-34, 35b  •  Romans 8:14-17 or Acts 2:1-21  
•  John 14:8-17, (25-27)

Day of Pentecost 
June 5, 2022

vs. 27: “Peace I leave with 
you; my peace I give to you… 
Do not let your hearts be 
troubled, and do not let them 
be afraid.”
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John 16:12-15
I still have many things to say to you, but you 

cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of truth 
comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he 
will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever 
he hears, and he will declare to you the things that 
are to come. He will glorify me, because he will 
take what is mine and declare it to you. All that the 
Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he 
will take what is mine and declare it to you.

Scripture texts are from the New Revised Stan-
dard Version of the Bible. Lections are from the 
Revised Common Lectionary 
Photo composite by John Lavender 
Stained glass image  Peace Lutheran, New Lon-
don, MI.

Year C: Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31 and Psalm 8  •  
Romans 5:1-5  •  John 16:12-15

Holy Trinity  
June 12, 2022

vs. 15: “All that the Father 
has is mine. For this reason I 
said that he will take what is 
mine and declare it to you.”
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Luke 8:26-39
Then they arrived at the country of the Ger-

asenes, which is opposite Galilee. As he stepped 
out on land, a man of the city who had demons met 
him. For a long time he had worn no clothes, and 
he did not live in a house but in the tombs. When he 
saw Jesus, he fell down before him and shouted at 
the top of his voice, “What have you to do with me, 
Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, do 
not torment me”— for Jesus had commanded the 
unclean spirit to come out of the man. (For many 
times it had seized him; he was kept under guard 
and bound with chains and shackles, but he would 
break the bonds and be driven by the demon into 
the wilds.) Jesus then asked him, “What is your 
name?” He said, “Legion”; for many demons had 
entered him. They begged him not to order them to 
go back into the abyss. Now there on the hillside a 
large herd of swine was feeding; and the demons 
begged Jesus to let them enter these. So he gave 
them permission. Then the demons came out of the 
man and entered the swine, and the herd rushed 
down the steep bank into the lake and was drowned. 
When the swineherds saw what had happened, they 
ran off and told it in the city and in the country. 
Then people came out to see what had happened, 

Second Sunday after  
Pentecost  
June 19, 2022

vs. 27: “As he stepped out on 
land, a man of the city who 
had demons met him.”

and when they came to Jesus, they found the man 
from whom the demons had gone sitting at the feet 
of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind. And they 
were afraid. Those who had seen it told them how 
the one who had been possessed by demons had 
been healed. Then all the people of the surround-
ing country of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave 
them; for they were seized with great fear. So he 
got into the boat and returned. The man from whom 
the demons had gone begged that he might be with 
him; but Jesus sent him away, saying, “Return to 
your home, and declare how much God has done 
for you.” So he went away, proclaiming throughout 
the city how much Jesus had done for him.

 
Scripture texts are from the New Revised Stan-

dard Version of the Bible. Lections are from the 
Revised Common Lectionary 
Photo composite by John Lavender 
Stained glass image — Kind permission from the 
Provost and Scholars of Kings College, Cambridge, 
UK and All Saints Cathedral, Edmonton, AB. 

Year C: 1 Kings 19:1-4, (5-7), 8-15a and Psalm 
42 and 43  •  Isaiah 65:1-9 and Psalm 22:19-28  •  
Galatians 3:23-29  •  Luke 8:26-39
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Luke 9:51-62
When the days drew near for him to be tak-

en up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. And he 
sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they 
entered a village of the Samaritans to make ready 
for him; but they did not receive him, because his 
face was set toward Jerusalem. When his disciples 
James and John saw it, they said, “Lord, do you 
want us to command fire to come down from heav-
en and consume them?” But he turned and rebuked 
them. Then they went on to another village. As they 
were going along the road, someone said to him, 
“I will follow you wherever you go.” And Jesus 
said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air 
have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay 
his head.” To another he said, “Follow me.” But 
he said, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” 
But Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own 
dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom 
of God.” Another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but 
let me first say farewell to those at my home.” Jesus 
said to him, “No one who puts a hand to the plow 
and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.”

Third Sunday after  
Pentecost  
June 26, 2022

vs. 60b: “…go and proclaim 
the kingdom of God.”

 

Scripture texts are from the New Revised 
Standard Version of the Bible. Lections are from 
the Revised Common Lectionary 
Photo composite by John Lavender 
Stained glass image — kind permission First Unit-
ed Methodist Church, St Cloud, MI.

Year C: 2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 and Psalm 77:1-2, 
11-20  •  1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21 and Psalm 16  •  
Galatians 5:1, 13-25  •  Luke 9:51-62 
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