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By RITA HARRISON

The Reverend Rita Harrison    
is the Executive Officer for 
the Diocese of Kootenay
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Dear People of the Diocese of Kootenay,

I am excited to be returning to the dio-
cese, this time as Executive Officer. I have 
always believed that we love people by 
administering well. As I settle into Kootenay, 
I look forward to reflecting theologically 
with leaders in the diocese about the needs 
of their communities and our shared institu-
tions, participating in teams that will come 
to decisions about our direction, and imple-
menting the practicalities of our vision. Part 
of my vocation is to love people by doing 
this work carefully and well.

One of my teachers has said that the 
more noble an institution’s purpose, the 
more fragile its container. I am convinced 
that the work of the Executive Officer of this 
diocese is to help maintain the strengths of 
this particular container through which we 
participate in God’s gathering of all things 
into Christ, while never allowing the contain-
er itself to become our defining purpose.

Since I was last among you, I worked for 
3 years in the Diocese of Huron, primarily 
doing interim and transitional work with 
congregations. I then spent two years in 
Saskatoon as Director of Operations for Lu-
theran Theological Seminary. Most recently, 
I have been working with Great Plains Col-
lege in Martensville, SK, as a student adviser 
in an Adult Basic Education program. I have 
discovered that priestly ministry can take 
many forms!

My family and I arrived in Kelowna 
during Holy Week. How wonderful to have 
spent Easter among you! We are eager to 
reconnect with friends and colleagues, to 
thaw out in milder winters, and to taste the 
wonderful fruits of the earth that define the 
Okanagan! 

 
Blessings and peace, Rita Harrison

n

The Reverends Rita and Bill Harrison Kelowna, British Columbia

NEW  
DIOCESAN 
EXECUTIVE 
OFFICER
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By The Most Reverend  
LYNNE MCNAUGHTON

Dr Lynne McNaughton is the Bishop of 
the Diocese of Kootenay and 
Metropolitan Archbishop for the 
Ecclesiastical Province of British Columbia 
and the Yukon  

DEEpER  
jOYFUl  
RESURRECTION 
COURAGE

Dear People of the Diocese of Kootenay, 
this year as I write about Easter, I am im-
mersed in watching the horrors unfold in 
the war in Ukraine.  As we pray for lasting 
peace, we pray for our fellow Christians 
in the Ukrainian Orthodox and Ukrainian 
Catholic Churches.  We also pray for Russian 
Churches, that they may find ways to seek 
peace and witness for peace even in the 
midst of Putin’s totalitarian regime.  As with 
other suffering around the globe, fam-
ine, refugees, poverty, climate disasters… I 
wonder how it is that people’s faith sustains 
them in the midst of adversity and anguish.  
How does our faith in the resurrection re-
new our courage in these times? 

Easter is the central celebration of the 
Liturgical year for Eastern Churches.  As 

we say in the Apostle’s Creed, which is of 
course also the Creed of the Eastern church-
es, we believe that when Jesus died he 
descended into hell. For Eastern Churches, 
Orthodox and Catholic, it is a very important 
point that while in hell Jesus rescued all the 
souls imprisoned there.  Hell cannot restrain 
the God of Life!  The Risen Jesus freed all 
humanity from captivity. In Eastern Christi-
anity the Easter teaching is that each person 
may now, because of Easter, participate in 
Christ’s immortality, eternal life.    Eastern 
Christianity emphasizes this breaking down 
of the gates of hell, sometimes called “the 
Harrowing of Hell.” Satan is bound and 
trampled under Jesus’ feet.   Since the split 
between East and West, (1054) the West-
ern church has lost this emphasis on the 
Resurrection destroying hell itself.  In my 
Easter article  two years ago, I commended 
to you the book “Resurrecting Easter: How 
the West lost and the East kept the original 
Easter Vision” by John Dominic Crossan and 
Sarah Sexton Crossan, a study of the hun-
dreds of years of icons of the Risen Christ 
pulling people out of hell.

“Why then do you marvel at the resurrec-
tion of Jesus?  What is marvelous is not that 
he arose, but that he did not arise alone, 
that he raised many other dead ones who 
appeared to many in Jerusalem” (Gospel of 
Nicodemus 17 – late 600s).

This idea comes from the Gospel ac-
cording to Matthew 27:51b-53: “The earth 
shook, and the rocks were split. The tombs 
also were opened, and many bodies of the 
saints who had fallen asleep were raised. 
After his resurrection they came out of the 
tombs and entered the holy city and ap-
peared to many.” As Crossan interprets this, 
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“Easter is a communal and corporate event 
with Christ, rather than a individual and soli-
tary event for Christ.” (Crossan and Crossan, 
p. 68)  The early church understood the 
resurrection was for all; including renewal of 
the Earth. Early Church art shows the res-
urrected Christ standing in fields of flowers 
and animals, a restored garden. Pictures of 
Christ on the cross didn’t appear in Christian 
art until after the split of East and West, and 
then only in the West. (Yes, this is a simpli-
fication for brevity’s sake!) The emphasis of 
the resurrection for the first 1000 years of 
Christianity was corporate, healing and new 
life for all.

How does our view of participating in 
Christ’s resurrection affect our courage for 
living?  

Jesus had the courage to speak up 
against a cruel system and suffered death 
at the hands of the Romans. The people of 
Ukraine are suffering because of a totalitar-
ian state trying to crush their sovereignty; 
they have the resurrection courage to hope 
for their freedom beyond this awful time.  
The Canadian Innuit, Metis and First Nations 
who spent a week in Lent telling their stories 
to the Pope, painful stories of suffering in 
Residential schools in a racist system, have 
the courage to dare to hope for the resur-
rection of their people. Pope Francis dares 
to hope through acknowledgment of these 
painful stories for a healing and rebirth of 
Christian faith in their communities. We 
in the Anglican Church continue our own 
action beyond apology; we work on the 
94 Calls to Action from the Truth and Rec-
onciliation Commission, with resurrection 
courage, to create a safe church, to address 
abuse and racism. Indigenous Anglicans, 
with profound resurrection faith, have 
developed a self-determining Indigenous 
Anglican Church. See “The Covenant and 
Way of Life” from the Sacred Circle:  
https://www.anglican.ca/im/sacredcircle/  
This is a celebration of Resurrection!  

I pray that this Easter will bring you 
deeper joyful resurrection courage, as you 
contemplate how the Risen Christ has bro-
ken down the gates of hell for all of hu-
manity. Out of this resurrection courage we 
participate in God’s mission, God’s healing 
for all humanity and Earth itself.

Blessings for a joyous Easter Season, 

Yours in Christ,  +Lynne 

Modern icon in St. Joseph’s Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in Winnipeg. Jesus standing 
on the broken doors of hell, pulling Adam 
and Eve (symbols of all humanity) out of 
Hell.

https://www.anglican.ca/im/sacredcircle/
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By NEIL EllIOT
Canon Dr. Neil Elliot is the  
Dean of West Kootenay Region 
and Incumbent for  
St Andrew/St George, Trail.  

CHANGING CHURCH
part 7 — Zoom

Three years ago most people would have 
thought a “zoomer” was someone who read the 
magazine for older Canadians. Today we are all 
zoomers.  We are all connected by the technology 
which allows us to have meetings and even services 
on-line.  We are familiar with “zoom – bombing”   
(technical glitches) even if we haven’t experienced 
it.  We know about zoom fatigue and we are famil-
iar with the challenges of using it – and the fre-
quent refrain “You’re muted.”

 Because of my national church work I was 
aware of zoom and some of its competitor’s way 
before COVID-19.  The National church has been 
trying to cut its budget for decades – and travel is 
a significant cost in the budget.  Online meetings 
were a way to cut the travel budget, and zoom was 
the best option – with the best price.  We had even 
started to use zoom in the diocese for meetings 
back in 2015.

 Then came COVID-19… cut off from physical 
meetings it seemed like the whole of our society 
made the switch to zoom.  We all became familiar 
with seeing a screen of faces in front of us and with 
using the chat for side comments during boring 
moments.

 For some of us this was a dream from the past 
come true.  It was like something from Star Trek – 
we have video conferencing that was usable and 
affordable for the average person, or church.  And 
yes, many of us had to upgrade our Internet and 
our computers to keep up with the new demands 
this technology brought. For some zoom has been 
a challenge.  But the amazing thing is how older 
people have overcome the challenge; my 84 year 
old mum is going to writing and painting classes – 
on zoom!

 The benefits of zoom meetings have been 
huge. At the start of COVID-19 the clergy of the 
East and West Kootenay started meeting together, 
on zoom. It made sense because there were rel-
atively few of us. Then the Rev. Yme Woensdregt 
stepped down and I became interim regional dean 
for East Kootenay – a job I could do only because 
we could meet on zoom.  But zoom made sense 
anyway in our region. It can take over 3 hours to 
drive from the furthest community to the centre 
of each region, and 8 hours to drive across both 
regions.  With zoom I can have a morning meeting 
with Trail people, a lunchtime meeting across the 
diocese, and an afternoon meeting across the coun-
try with no problem.

 Zoom enables us to meet more often. In the 
first year of COVID clergy often met each week to 
support each other.  We are still having monthly 
meetings.  That pattern is being repeated for many 
other councils, committees and groups.  More work 
is being done.

But COVID-19 is doing more than helping the 
administration of the church. Many people are find-
ing that bible studies on zoom go deeper, that they 
share more on zoom, than at in person meetings. 
The comfort of your own home promotes being 
relaxed. And there can be a certain safe anonymity 
in front of the screen. Zoom is a good tool for adult 
learning of many sorts. I have delivered lessons and 
lectures on zoom.

So now we are heading back to in-person ev-
erything... but zoom is not going away. I am hav-
ing a discussion with my church committee about 
when we should be on zoom. Our regional clericus 
and regional councils will not be going back.  Many 
services are now “hybrid” — both in-person and 
on-line... and our diocese is investigating starting an 
on-line only service.

 Zoom is the single most significant positive out-
come of COVID-19 for the church.  And the changes 
and opportunities we are seeing are not finished 
yet....

n
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By MARTHA FISH
The Rev. Martha Fish is a member of the 
Spiritual Development Committee

Do you ever get the sense that our society 
is losing all sense of civility? That politeness 
and courtesy are becoming things of the past? 
Too often you see people interrupt each other 
or barge in to get to the head of the line, and 
politicians seem to spend their time insulting 
each other instead of talking about the issues. 
The “Freedom Convoys” in Ottawa, Windsor 
and other cities this year were shocking dis-
plays of anger, rudeness, even aggression—so 
unCanadian!  Admittedly we are all a bit testy 
after 2 years of pandemic, but this is ridicu-
lous. 

Courtesy and consideration for others is 
based on humility, on putting the other person 
ahead of yourself. But humility has become a 
negative thing in our society it seems. Healthy 
self-esteem is good, but when it spills over 
into self-aggrandizement and pushing to be 
first, it is not good. It results in battles for 
control, bullying and abuse. No-one personi-
fies humility better than Jesus. Here is the Son 
of God, who as Paul says in his letter to the 
Philippians, “though he was in the form of God 
did not regard equality with God as something 
to be exploited but emptied himself, taking 
the form of a slave, being born in human 
likeness.” Much of his teaching consisted of 
reversing the conventional social order, with 
humble people being the ones exalted in the 
kingdom of Heaven.  Another great example is 
St. Aiden of Northumbia, the 7th century bish-
op and missionary who founded the monas-
tery of Lindisfarne. Northeastern England had 

been overrun by Anglo-Saxon pagans who had 
wrecked all the churches. The king asked Irish 
monks to come restore Christianity to his peo-
ple. They first sent Bishop Corman, an arrogant 
man who regarded the Anglo-Saxons as obsti-
nate and uncivilized and who alienated many 
people. He was replaced by Aidan, who took 
the opposite approach. Instead of talking down 
to the people, he brought himself to their level. 
Rather than riding a horse, he walked from 
village to village, conversing with those he met 
about their day-to-day concerns, and slowly 
interesting them in Christianity. Whatever gifts 
he received from the rich, he used as alms for 
the poor, and for rescuing many who had been 
sold as slaves. 

He founded a monastery on the Island of 
Lindisfarne, which became a major centre of 
learning and training for priesthood. Many 
beautiful illustrated manuscripts were created 
there, including the famous Lindisfarne Gos-
pels. He founded many other monasteries and 
rebuilt many churches, and restored Christian-
ity to much of northeastern England. He truly 
exemplifies the power of humility!

So, when rudeness or bullying hit you in 
the solar plexus, you don’t have to retaliate. 
You can take the high road and respond with 
kindness and respect. If we humbly and hon-
estly open ourselves to God, we will be given 
the strength to cope. Like Bishop Aidan, we can 
walk humbly through the world, confident that 
God is walking with us. 

n

WAlKING HUMBlY 

SpIRITUAl DEVElOpMENT     
Holy Island of Lindisfarne Northumbria, UK
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By YME WOENSDREGT
The Rev Dr Yme Woensdregt is a  retired 
priest who continues to live in Cranbrook.  

Wilfred Cantwell Smith was one of the 
world’s most influential figures in the field of 
comparative religion. He founded the Institute 
of Islamic Studies at McGill University in Mon-
treal and later directed Harvard University’s 
Center for the Study of World Religions. He 
left a profound legacy of deep respect for all 
and insisted on taking people of all faiths and 
cultures equally seriously. “Religion,” he said, 
“is best understood as the living, vital faith of 
individual persons rather than as an abstract 
set of ideas and doctrines.”

Because he respected other faiths so deeply, 
people would occasionally ask him, “Are you a 
Christian?” His answer was, “Ask my neighbour.”

It’s a profoundly faithful response. When I first 
heard it, I immediately thought of Jesus’ teach-
ing about the great commandment: “Love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind and 
strength, and love your neighbour as yourself.” 
The whole purpose of the law and the prophets 
(which was the religious tradition of Judaism) is 
found in loving God with all that we are and lov-
ing our neighbours deeply.

When I think about what it means to love, I 
turn to Thomas Jay Oord’s definition: “To love is 
to act intentionally, in relational response to God 
and others, to promote overall well–being.”

The full goal of Christian faith is to love God 
and love others. Smith reminds us that the best 
judge of how well we love God and others is not 
our own conscience, but how our lives impact 
the lives of others. How well am I living out my 
gospel commitments? Ask my neighbour. Does 
my life show my adherence to the way of love as 
exemplified in Jesus? Ask my neighbour. Is my life 

ASK MY  NEIGHBOUR
marked by compassion and grace? Ask my neigh-
bour.

Jesus stands in full solidarity with the great 
prophets of the Old Testament who called the peo-
ple to a life of righteousness, justice, compassion, 
and love. Love your enemies. Do good to those who 
hate you. Rest in the security of God’s love. Share 
that love with others and seek their well–being.

Paul wrote the same thing: “And now faith, hope 
and love abide, these three; and the greatest of 
these is love.” Paul’s formulation is quite a radical 
thing. Imagine the other two possibilities.

Paul could have said, “the greatest of these is 
faith.” That response would suggest that the most 
important thing is our relationship with God. It’s all 
about being right with God, making sure that God 
blesses us as we live faithfully.

Or Paul could have said, “the greatest of these is 
hope,” with the suggestion that faith is centred on 
the future, on eternity. Everything we do would be 
shaped by that future, by trying as hard as we could 
to make sure we reached an eternity of bliss with 
God.

But Paul says neither of these. “The greatest 
of these is love.” Our trust and faith in God must 
always lead us toward our neighbour. Jesus doesn’t 
point our eyes to heaven … but to earth, to this life, 
to our neighbour, and particularly to a neighbour in 
need.

I believe that here we find the centre of our 
vocation as God’s beloved people. We are called 
to love God, and to express our love for God in our 
love for our neighbour. There is no higher calling. 
When we exclude others, for whatever reason, we 
fail in our Christian vocation to love our neighbour, 
and when we fail to do that, we also fail to love 
God.

So often, people make Christian faith all about 
“me.” Have you been saved? Where will you spend 
eternity? Are you living the full and blessed life 
which God wants for you? They seem to think of 
Christian faith as a spiritual self–help process to 
make me a better person.

Smith helps us remember that Christian faith is 
about “us.” Christian faith always reaches out to the 
other. God works in us as we all “act intentionally to 
promote overall well–being.”

Are you a Christian? Ask my neighbour. A pro-
found, deep, and inspiring answer.

n
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By DAVID TIESSEN
The Very Reverend David Tiessen is the 
Dean of the Cathedral of St Michael and All 
Angels, Kelowna

‘Expansion’ is not a word that has been to the 
forefront of late; ‘retraction’ has so often been the 
watchword of our times. So in early spring, on a 
visit to a bookshop, I was surprised by a strong 
sense of the ‘expansive.’ The conditions were right 
— the sun was shining, and the shop was in an old 
building with a lot of character. New books were 
housed on the main and upper floors; used books 
inhabited the basement. I browsed those floors, 
but was soon pulled toward the used books (what 
inexpensive gems might be found?) and so headed 
down the stairs. Books lined the edges of the stairs 
themselves. Books everywhere, not yet shelved in 
any order — a jumble of ideas, history, fiction, poet-
ry — all kinds of interesting covers and avenues to 
explore. Upon reaching the basement: both order 
and disorder. Stacks on the floor at the base of the 
shelves; stacks on top of the shelves reaching right 
to the joists of the unfinished basement ceiling. I 
had some time to browse, and under these condi-
tions — in an unfinished basement crammed full of 
books — it struck me just how much the retracted 
time of covid has not only limited time spent with 
others but has also pinched opportunities for the 
kind of encounter and inspiration that come from 
wandering, from simply browsing, feeding the 
possibility of expansion in the midst of so much 
deliberate retraction. From this basement full of 
books, it suddenly seemed to me that I was among 
the trees but also encountering the forest, and of 
how important it is not to lose sight of the one for 
the other.

What came to mind in the midst of all those 
books was a line from the very end of the Gospel 
According to John: “But there are also many other 
things that Jesus did; if every one of them were 

written down, I suppose that the world itself could 
not contain the books that would be written” (John 
21:25). With that, the gospel leaves us, having fo-
cused the reader’s attention for twenty-one chap-
ters on the theological particularity of Jesus as the 
“Word-Made-Flesh” and dwelling amongst us even 
unto death, and yet now risen to new life in the 
power of God, and inviting us to contemplate and 
live in light of what cannot be contained.

Throughout the season of Easter we encounter, 
via the book of The Acts of the Apostles, the story 
of the early church expanding out into the world. 
Willie James Jennings highlights the central ques-
tion posed to the people of God in this context: 
“What should we do?” Jennings calls that a terrify-
ing question in a time of change. But it is a question 
that emerges from the close and closed room in 
which the disciples were gathering behind a locked 
door, through to the gift of the power of the Spirit 
coming upon them and propelling them into the 
world, and doing so with “three wonderful points of 
reference... the apostles’ teaching and communion, 
the sharing in meals, and prayer” (Jennings, Acts, 
38). These are simple, small, and life-giving things 
— and they always depend on the work of the Spirit 
for their expansive character, connecting them to 
that which cannot be contained.

I wonder afresh, in this Easter season, if the Spirit 
might spark our faithful imaginations anew, inviting 
and encouraging us in both the ‘retraction’ of be-
longing and of being in a place and time, of serving 
‘from the basement’ so to speak — perhaps from 
a small food cupboard, perhaps as a small church 
community in a small town, perhaps from a small 
sewing or baking or painting or reading or writing 
or prayer room — and yet at the same time en-
abling us to see that a focus takes shape from these 
places that leads us, by the Spirit, to the stacks of 
books piling higher and higher, making their way 
up the stairs in jumbled fashion, and out again into 
the sun of a glorious afternoon.

n

EXpANSION

Photograph by Rosalyn Tiessen
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By CHRIS ROSS
The Venerable Christine Ross is Archdeacon 
of Kootenay, Director of Deacons – Diocese 
of Kootenay

It has been my experience that we in the 
church tend to use the word discernment 
without defining it clearly. It is annoying! The 
Oxford English Dictionary defines the word 
as the ability to show good judgement about 
the quality of somebody/something. This 
is the view that when looking at the world, 
people take in information from everywhere, 
process it, and then choose what to do with 
it. Discernment then, is a kind of wisdom that 
comes from insight as much as from learned 
experience and knowledge. It is that quality of 
being able to grasp and comprehend what is 
obscure; a skill in perceiving or understanding 
something.  

We, in the church use the term discernment 
as something fundamentally about under-
standing the will of God for a particular person 
in a particular time and situation.  We use it to 
discover personal vocation, be it lay or or-
dained. Discerning our vocation is not about 
choosing something we will do for life but 
about discovering who we are made to be and 
discovering our deepest identity.   It is more 
than an intellectual weighing up of options; or 
applying a technique to find an answer to what 
we ought to be doing for God. Discernment is 
a process of becoming aware of what is in our 
hearts and minds, listening to God, gaining 

clarity and making a choice. However, discern-
ing one’s vocation is not just about making 
good choices, like what to wear today, what 
to name a pet fish, or what to study in college. 
Discernment is about developing a relationship 
with God so that we can come to see our life 
as God sees it, and desire for our life what God 
wants for us.  

Discernment helps us to become more 
attentive to what’s going on in our daily life, to 
our deeper desires and hopes, as well as our 
reactions or responses to the world around us. 
Our unique gifts and personalities, our own 
distinctive personal histories and backgrounds 
shape the way we see the world and what we 
can offer to it. God doesn’t call us to become 
someone we are not. Instead, God lovingly calls 
us to be the best version of ourselves, living 
our giftedness in the world in the same way 
that Jesus did. Discerning our vocation, means 
discovering how God invites us to live out the 
gift of who we are in the world and to ask, how 
might God be calling us to put ourselves, with 
our individual talents and skills, at the service 
of others?

I am sure you have heard many times be-
fore, the quote from Fredrick Beuchner which 
says, “the place God calls you to is the place 
where your deep gladness and the world’s 
deep hunger meet.”  So, look at what kind of 
work for God brings you great joy and then 
find a place where the world’s deep hunger 
needs you and your unique gifts and skills. For 
me, that is what discernment is all about.

n

DISCERNMENT
The Servant’s Heart
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By BRENDA GARREN
Co-ordinator for St John the Evangelist, 
Anglican Women’s Guild, Salmon Arm BC

In Salmon Arm, several churches by rota-
tion share the position of Host Church for 
the World Day of Prayer. This year, it was 
the turn of St John the Evangelist Anglican 
Church to host the 95th ecumenical, annual 
Service co-ordinated by WICC (The Wom-
en’s Inter-Church Council of Canada).

World Day of Prayer is an international, 
inter-church event, celebrated in over 170 
countries on the same weekend in March. 
“Together we pursue justice, peace, and 
reconciliation by standing together in prayer 
and action”

The theme for the 2022 service, written 
by the Women from England, Wales and 
Northern Ireland, was taken from Jeremiah 
29 v. 11 “I know the plans I have for you”

Local planning for this event started in 
November 2021 and ramped up in January 
/February 2022. The pandemic and ever 
changing restrictions to keep us healthy 

St John the Evangelist, Salmon Arm

Zoomer: Sue Kershaw   —    Seniors of Andover Terrace   —   Several inter-church ladies read or offered prayers

WORlD DAY OF pRAYER 2022

caused us, the planners to decide to try a 
Zoom Service. Sue Kershaw was our “zoom-
er.” Several inter- church ladies either read 
or offered prayers before and after the main 
Service video created by WICC.

With God’s help and guidance it was 
done.

Meeting in-person to worship together 
is always a more welcome choice but we 
learned of the advantages of a Zoomed 
virtual service when we observed those who 
joined us with i-pads, phones, and comput-
ers.

We were able to reach people in eight 
Salmon Arm churches, also in Enderby, Arm-
strong, Sorrento, Seniors of Andover Ter-
race, Alberta, Manitoba and internationally 
in Germany; something an In-person Service 
could not have achieved.

World Day of Prayer in 2023 will focus on 
the country of Taiwan

n
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READINGS
John 21:1-19
After these things Jesus showed himself again 

to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he 
showed himself in this way. Gathered there to-
gether were Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, 
Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, 
and two others of his disciples. Simon Peter said to 
them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We 
will go with you.” They went out and got into the 
boat, but that night they caught nothing.

Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; 
but the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. 
Jesus said to them, “Children, you have no fish, 
have you?” They answered him, “No.” He said to 
them, “Cast the net to the right side of the boat, 
and you will find some.” So they cast it, and now 
they were not able to haul it in because there were 
so many fish. That disciple whom Jesus loved said 
to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard 
that it was the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he 
was naked, and jumped into the sea. But the other 
disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of 
fish, for they were not far from the land, only about 
a hundred yards off.

When they had gone ashore, they saw a char-
coal fire there, with fish on it, and bread. Jesus said 
to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just 
caught.” So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled 
the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred fif-
ty-three of them; and though there were so many, 
the net was not torn. Jesus said to them, “Come and 
have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared 
to ask him, “Who are you?” because they knew it 
was the Lord. Jesus came and took the bread and 
gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. This 

was now the third time that Jesus appeared to the 
disciples after he was raised from the dead.

When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said 
to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love 
me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; 
you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed 
my lambs.” A second time he said to him, “Simon 
son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, 
“Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said 
to him, “Tend my sheep.” He said to him the third 
time, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter 
felt hurt because he said to him the third time, “Do 
you love me?” And he said to him, “Lord, you 
know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus 
said to him, “Feed my sheep. Very truly, I tell you, 
when you were younger, you used to fasten your 
own belt and to go wherever you wished. But when 
you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and 
someone else will fasten a belt around you and take 
you where you do not wish to go.” (He said this to 
indicate the kind of death by which he would glori-
fy God.) After this he said to him, “Follow me.”

Scripture texts are from the New Revised  
Standard Version of the Bible. Lections are from 
the Revised Common Lectionary 
Stained glass image  by kind permission of the 
Dean, Canterbury Cathedral, Kent, UK. 
Acts 9:1-6, (7-20)  •  Psalm 30  •  Revelation 5:11-
14  •  John 21:1-19

Third Sunday of Easter  
May 1, 2022

John 21: vs 3  “…They went 
out and got into the boat, 
but that night they caught 
nothing.”



THE HIGHWAY . MAY 2022 . 13  

 

John 10:22-30
At that time the festival of the Dedication took 

place in Jerusalem. It was winter, and Jesus was 
walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. 
So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, 
“How long will you keep us in suspense? If you 
are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” Jesus answered, “I 
have told you, and you do not believe. The works 
that I do in my Father’s name testify to me; but you 
do not believe, because you do not belong to my 
sheep. My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and 
they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they 
will never perish. No one will snatch them out of 
my hand. What my Father has given me is greater 
than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the 
Father’s hand. The Father and I are one.”

Scripture texts are from the New Revised  
Standard Version of the Bible. Lections are from 
the Revised Common Lectionary 
Photo by John Lavender  
Stained glass image   by kind permission of  
St Saviour’s Pro-Cathedral, Nelson BC. 
Acts 9:36-43  •  Psalm 23  •  Revelation 7:9-17  •  
John 10:22-30

Fourth Sunday of Easter  
May 8, 2022

John 10: vs 27   
“My sheep hear my voice. I 
know them, and they follow 
me.”



John 13:31-35
When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the 

Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been 
glorified in him. If God has been glorified in him, 
God will also glorify him in himself and will glori-
fy him at once. Little children, I am with you only 
a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to 
the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, 
you cannot come.’ I give you a new commandment, 
that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, 
you also should love one another. By this everyone 
will know that you are my disciples, if you have 
love for one another.”

Scripture texts are from the New Revised  
Standard Version of the Bible. Lections are from 
the Revised Common Lectionary 
Photo composite by John Lavender 
Stained glass image — St Peter & St Paul Great 
Meadows NJ, and St Paul Lutheran, Nevada, MO. 
Acts 11:1-18  •  Psalm 148  •  Revelation 21:1-6  •  
John 13:31-35
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Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 15, 2022

John 13: vs 32 “I am with 
you only a little longer.”
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  John 5:1-9
After this there was a festival of the Jews, and 

Jesus went up to Jerusalem. Now in Jerusalem by 
the Sheep Gate there is a pool, called in Hebrew 
Beth-zatha, which has five porticoes. In these lay 
many invalids—blind, lame, and paralyzed. One 
man was there who had been ill for thirty-eight 
years. When Jesus saw him lying there and knew 
that he had been there a long time, he said to him, 
“Do you want to be made well?” The sick man 
answered him, “Sir, I have no one to put me into 
the pool when the water is stirred up; and while 
I am making my way, someone else steps down 
ahead of me.” Jesus said to him, “Stand up, take 
your mat and walk.” At once the man was made 
well, and he took up his mat and began to walk. 
Now that day was a sabbath.

Scripture texts are from the New Revised  
Standard Version of the Bible. Lections are from 
the Revised Common Lectionary 
Photo composite by John Lavender 
Stained glass image  Church of Christ the  
Consoler, Ripon, Northern Yorkshire, UK. 
Acts 16:9-15  •  Psalm 67  •  Revelation 21:10, 22-
22:5  •  John 14:23-29 or John 5:1-9

Sixth Sunday of Easter 
May 22, 2022

John 5: vs 8  “Stand up, take 
your mat and walk.” 



Seventh Sunday of Easter  
May 29, 2022

John 17: vs 21 “As you, 
Father, are in me and I am in 
you, may they also be in us...” 

John 17:20-26
“I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on 

behalf of those who will believe in me through their 
word, that they may all be one. As you, Father, are 
in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so 
that the world may believe that you have sent me. 
The glory that you have given me I have given 
them, so that they may be one, as we are one, I 
in them and you in me, that they may become 
completely one, so that the world may know that 
you have sent me and have loved them even as 
you have loved me. Father, I desire that those also, 
whom you have given me, may be with me where 
I am, to see my glory, which you have given me 
because you loved me before the foundation of the 
world. “Righteous Father, the world does not know 
you, but I know you; and these know that you have 
sent me. I made your name known to them, and I 
will make it known, so that the love with which you 
have loved me may be in them, and I in them.

Scripture texts are from the New Revised Standard 
Version of the Bible. Lections are from the Revised 
Common Lectionary 
Photo composite by John Lavender 
Stained glass image  St Paul’s United Methodist, 
Ocean Grace NJ

Acts 16:16-34  •  Psalm 97  •  Revelation 22:12-
14, 16-17, 20-21  •  John 17:20-26
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