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I’ve often wondered if the church 
tends to talk more about “Steward-
ship” in the Fall  because at this time 
of year we are more awake to the 
abundance of God that surrounds 
us.  John Donne, the English poet and 
Anglican priest, appointed as Dean 
of St. Paul’s, London, in 1621, said 
in a sermon:  “In Heaven it is always 
Autumn, because God’s mercies are 
ever in their maturity.”

I love the season of autumn; the 
tomatoes ripening in the garden; the 
bright dahlias whose response to 
their flowers being cut is to produce 
even more blossoms; the smells of 
jams and chutneys being canned.   
This fall as I drive around the diocese 
I am astounded by the laden fruit 
trees, the full grape vines, the incred-
ible beauty of this land.  All this free 
gift leaves us in awe, and wonder, 
with praise to our Creator for it.  

Stewardship begins with being 
awake to the overwhelming gener-

osity of God, and mindfulness that 
leads us into gratitude. Stewardship 
is our response to a Generous God; 
a response with our whole lives, our 
selves, as we often say, our time and 
talent and treasure.  Stewardship is, 
of course, not just in one season of 
the year, but a life-long practice of 
offering back to God out of the abun-
dance of what we have been given.  
Stewardship is a spiritual practice; an 
important piece of our growing rela-
tionship with God.  Archbishop David 
Sommerville, my chaplain when I was 
in seminary, said our chequebook 
would indicate our spiritual health 
(now of course it might be our interac 
statement or our Pre-authorized Do-
nations) – what our priorities are, the 
things we care about most.  And he 
encouraged us to start to give “off the 
top”: give first, not out of what’s left 
after we have paid for what we need.  
I remember him saying he had always 
given 10% of his income back to God, 
and he had never ever missed or 

Stewardship
needed that money.  This giving “off 
the top” was a very challenging con-
cept to me, but now, more than three 
decades later, I would say the same 
thing he did – I have never missed or 
needed what I gave.   If proportional 
giving is a new spiritual practice for 
you, I encourage you to begin with 
some proportion, 2 % or 5%, smaller 
at first and increasing as you discover 
the freedom and benefits of giving; 
a healthy spiritual response to God’s 
generosity. 

Generosity is a God-like quality!  I 
am impressed by the generosity of 
people in the Diocese of Kootenay 
responding to Together in Mission. 
Hundreds of people have made and 
kept strong commitments to parish 
and diocese.  Your giving means we 
are able to build ministry opportuni-
ties and serve God’s mission of love.  

Thank you for your faithful generos-
ity.  May it bring you satisfaction and 
joy, and draw you closer to the One 
whose self-giving love has freed us 
and sustains us.

❑

By Bishop  
Lynne McNaughton

Bishop Lynne McNaughton supporting Pride Walk Kelowna June 2019
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Editorial 

As you see from the front page, 
this issue of the HighWay, is 
a special edition featuring 
together in Mission. This fall 
TiM will officially come to a close 
after five years of operation. You 
will read in Archdeacon Trevor 
Freeman’s article on page 5 about 
plans to make this a special event.  
You might also be interested in 

❑

the disbursements of TiM funds 
which are on page 8. Altogether 
more than a million dollars has 
been donated.

In addition to the Bishop’s letter, 
Yme Woensdregt has written two 
articles on ‘Stewardship’. I re-
member when stewardship was a 
touchy subject for Anglicans, but 
I think the TiM programme has 
had a positive effect on us. It has 

shown us that asking the congre-
gation to  support the church, over 
and above regular giving, is not 
something we should be embar-
rassed about, but rather some-
thing we should embrace. The 
disbursements clearly show how 
much the parishes have received 
as a direct result of TiM, and they 
are substantial.

I have also included a book re-
view called ‘Meghan’s Beads’. It is 
a book written by our advertising 
manager, Angela Rush, about her 
daughter’s struggle with HLH, a 
rare blood disorder. It is also about 
how their faith in God trans-
formed them on their journey 
together.  

On another note, this is our last 
reminder to sign up to receive The 
HighWay and the Anglican Jour-
nal. However, if you have a change 
of address and so forth, you can 
always do that online at any time: 
https://generalsynod.formstack.
com/forms/ajsubs

By John Lavender
Highway at Kootenay Park Lodge

https://generalsynod.formstack.com/forms/ajsubs
https://generalsynod.formstack.com/forms/ajsubs
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Farewell Bob & Trisha Purdy 

the congregations of Holy trinity, Grand Forks, St. Jude’s, Greenwood, and 
St. Mary’s, Kettle Valley  bid farewell to Rev Bob & trisha Purdy with a pot 
luck lunch.  After 15 years at Holy Trinity they are moving to Kamloops for an 
easier lifestyle. Trisha read the first lesson and did the Prayers of the People 
and Bob preached the sermon.  They were presented with gifts and a memory 
book.  They will leave a large hole in our congregation.  All the best on your 
new adventure!

Meghan’s Beads, a true story, told 
from my heart: the aching heart of 
a mother as I journeyed with my 
daughter through something so 
difficult, and yet so inspiring that 
the words were almost impossible 
for me to put together.  

At the young age of 15 Meghan 
became very ill.  We took her to many 
doctors and finally after weeks of 
being tested for so many things, she 
was referred to McMaster Children’s 
Hospital in Hamilton, Ontario. On 
April 7, 2005 Meghan was diagnosed 
with a rare life threatening illness 
called HLH (Hemophagocytic lym-
phohistiocytosis).  She needed to be 
put into a drug induced coma and 
was in critical condition. She had to 
fight for her life now.   I never thought 
I would ever in my life have to face 
anything like this with my child.  Our 

whole family gathered at the hospital 
as did friends and extended family.  
Prayers were being sent out by the 
hundreds that she would pull through 
this terrible illness. HLH is a very 
rare blood disorder.  White cells are 
released from the bone marrow called 
histio cells.  They are supposed to 
fight infections, but hers somehow 
became reprogramed and began to 
act like pacman and attack her body’s 
organs.  When I was about to give up, 
Meghan showed me just how amaz-

ing God can be when you are open 
to His love.  She became the perfect 
picture of His grace.  After conquering 
HLH and being prepared to return to 
high school we were summoned back 
into McMaster due to findings on a 
routine scan. She was now given the 
horrific news that she now had can-
cer;  ALCL, a type of lymphoma.  How 
does one tear hold so much pain? The 
same way a puddle holds so much 
rain, one drop at a time. 

Faith was tried and tested over and 
over through this two year journey. 
Meghan inspired everyone who met 
her.  She became a lighthouse to 
many who faced the storm called 
cancer.    Children who are ill and re-
ceive treatments collect beads which 
become strands as a necklace.   Each 
bead represents something.  A red 
bead represents bloodwork.   Che-
mo is a green bead.  There is a bead 
for everything.   Meghan collected 
13 strands of beads.  One day while 
stringing up a strand she said to 
me “Mom you gotta write my sto-

ry.” Meghan’s Beads is her story, but 
belongs to all of us.  God transformed 
her on her journey, and with Him we 
faced each and every moment with 
love and grace. 

I thank God for taking us all into 
His loving arms and for carrying us 
through this journey and teaching us 
through Meghan, that love is love is 
love.  

After 10 years of writing and 
re-writing, and sometimes giving up, 
I managed, with God, to write her 
story.  Meghan’s Beads.  In her own 
words she states, “It’s not about how 
long you live, it’s about how you live 
your life.”  

To purchase your copy you can 
email missmeghansbeads@gmail.
com  Additionally, you can visit ama-
zon.ca and search Meghan’s Beads for 
an ebook.   It is also available outside 
Canada on amazon.com for those 
loved ones far away to more easily 
order a printed copy.    

Book Review
Submitted Megan’s Beads

❑

By Angela Rush

mailto:missmeghansbeads@gmail.com
mailto:missmeghansbeads@gmail.com
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The Ven. Trevor Freeman is the  
Executive Archdeacon for the  
Diocese of Kootenay.    

By trevor Freeman

Do you remember what you were 
doing five years ago? Maybe you 
were just about to retire; maybe you 
were starting a family; maybe you 
were planning a move. Whatever you 
were doing, the decisions you made 
five years ago shaped the life you’re 
living today. In our diocesan life, five 
years is a drop in the bucket. But it 
was five years ago that our diocese 
launched the Together in Mission 
campaign. 

After over two years of preparation, 
it was our first diocesan stewardship 
campaign since the 1980’s. The five-
year TiM campaign was launched 
in the fall of 2014. Now, in the fall of 
2019, we are formally bringing the 
campaign to a close. Of course, many 
of you who have pledged will contin-
ue fulfilling your pledges through the 
coming year. Thanksgiving, howev-
er, is a central piece of our practice 
of stewardship. The Diocese would 
be remiss not to celebrate and give 
thanks as we mark the completion of 
the five-year campaign term.

In order to do that, we’re asking 
every parish to make November 17, 
2019 the final Together in Mission 
Sunday across our diocese. Our hope 
is that this can be a time when we 
reflect on the abundance that sur-
rounds us and that we have received 
from each other. We started out five 
years ago seeking to reach a goal of 
$2.2 million. To date, we’ve received 
pledges and donations totalling just 
under $1.7 million. This amount has 
been pledged by 664 donors across 
our diocese and we expect over 60% 
of pledges to be fulfilled by March 
2020. We were also told to expect an 
attrition rate of between 10% and 
15%. To date, our attrition rate is 
below 10%. 

Stop and think about that for just a 
moment. Not everyone in our dio-
cese was able to participate, but 664 
people have managed to raise 1.7 
million dollars. And we have done so 
with a profound level of commitment 
and faithfulness. Any way you do the 
math, we have no reason for anything 
but gratitude and there is much cause 
for celebration.

This edition of The HighWay con-
tains some articles and pictures from 

the past five years. It also contains 
some data on where we are today. 
Please take a moment to reflect on 
what this campaign has meant for 
your parish and our diocese and mark 
your calendars for November 17, 2019 
as we celebrate all that we’ve done 
together.

Five years ago we made the choice 
to launch Together in Mission and 
that decision has helped shape our 
diocesan life today. As we celebrate 
that, we can also celebrate that 
Together in Mission will continue to 
bless our diocesan life and ministry 
for years to come. ❑

How do you like us now?

Get a load of the attached picture 
of our Lych Gate.  Those of us who 
attend to our religious practices in 
St. Mary’s have always loved our cute 
little church. Unfortunately all too 
often the church went unnoticed.  
The wire gate and fence at the front of 
our church yard was not very attrac-
tive. Also the church was tucked away 
behind tall trees and the East Kelow-
na Community Hall tended to hide it.  
It is small wonder many people didn’t 
know our church was there.  

Not anymore.  In 2015 St. Mary’s 
agreed to be part of the Together in 
Mission campaign. After lots of work 
by our parish council and our vision 
committee we exceeded our pledge 
goal. The people of St. Mary’s have 

a long history of coming together 
and this was no exception. One of 

our Together in Mission goals was to 
spruce up the exterior and grounds 
of the church. This would also help 
to make St Mary’s more visible to the 
public. So, we built a Lych Gate with a 
roof.  We also planted a hedge in front 
of the not so pretty fence. It may take 
a while for the hedge to grow but it’s 
expected the results will provide a 
more inviting view.

Lych Gates in earlier days were of-
ten used for the protection of a coffin 
and its content from the elements 
awaiting the arrival of pall bearers.  
Our Lych Gate is not big enough for 
that purpose but as you can see from 
the picture, it is large enough to pro-
tect our incumbent Trevor from the 
elements. Trevor was always at the 
gate to greet our congregation with a 
friendly smile and a warm welcome.  
Now he can do that Sunday morning 

St Mary’s
greeting in comfort with an even 
bigger smile and a warmer greeting, if 
that is possible.

Last year a fresh coat of paint was 
given to the church and with the im-
provements we have made this year 
our church presents a much more 
inviting image to the public.  Some-
time in the future we intend to install 
a more prominent sign. The cost for 
these projects will all come from our 
Together in Mission campaign and 
our congregation is pleased with the 
results. The hedge is a combination 
of Yew and Japonica bushes which 
should become green and colorful 
cover for our fence, thereby adding a 
little more beauty to St. Mary’s. Our 
church may be small but it has a big 
heart and we want the world to know 
it. 

Lych Gate at St Mary’s, East Kelowna. Also see 
photograph of Lych Gate on page 9.

❑
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When someone says to me, “Let’s 
talk about stewardship,” my eyes 
light up. I love to talk about this part 
of our Christian journey. My heart 
says, “Yayyyy!”
But I know that for many others, 
talking about stewardship causes 
your eyes to glaze over. I hear you 
saying, “Oh yuck! Here we go again.”
And I get it. Too often in the church, 
we use “stewardship” as a code word 
for another appeal for your hard–
earned money.
So let me suggest a broader vision 
of stewardship. My hope is that you 
would also catch the excitement of 
this broader vision.
Here are five thoughts.
Stewardship is part of our discipleship. 
As Christians, we are disciples of 
Jesus. We live as followers of Jesus. It’s 
about decisions and choices we make. 
It’s about things we believe. It’s about 
how we respond to one another. It’s 
about how we care for creation. It’s 
about resisting evil and advocating 
for justice. It’s about proclaiming by 
word and example the good news of 
God in Christ. It’s about seeking and 
serving Christ in all persons.
As disciples of Jesus, we follow one 
who reached out to all people, calling 
us to a vision of God’s kingdom active 
in the world. To use the language of 
the Gospel of John, we abide in Christ. 
We are in a relationship of love and 
trust with God in Christ … which 
means that we are also involved in a 
relationship of love and compassion 
with the world which God loves.
That’s where faithful stewardship 
comes into play. This life of love and 
compassion is entrusted to us. There-
fore …
Stewardship is about how we handle 
the ministry God gives us. Paul re-
minds us in 1 Corinthians 4 that we 
are stewards of the mysteries of God. 
The wonder is that God entrusts 
this good news, this gospel, into our 
hands. God invites us to be co–work-
ers in the world. As Herbert O’Driscoll 
puts it in his wonderful hymn, “The 
love of Jesus calls us in swiftly chang-
ing days to be God’s co–creators in 
new and wondrous ways, that God 
with men and women may so trans-
form the earth that love and peace 
and justice may give God’s kingdom 
birth.” (Common Praise, #434).
Stewardship is about living faithfully. 
This vision of stewardship challenges 
us to be ever more faithful in how we 

Let’s Talk About  
Stewardship
By Yme Woensdregt

follow Jesus. Rowan Williams writes, 
“what makes you a disciple is not 
turning up from time to time … in 
the ancient world, to be the student 
of a teacher was to commit yourself 
to living in the same atmosphere and 
breathing the same air; there was 
nothing intermittent about it.” (Being 
Disciples, p. 2)
Being a disciple, then, calls for disci-
pline and growth. We pay attention 
to the one whom we are following. 
We live as Jesus lived. Stewardship is 
not just about giving our money, it’s 
about living with compassion and 
love and hope. It involves a deep trust 
that God remains faithful in every cir-
cumstance of life. It means taking our 
baptismal covenant seriously, living 
so that in all of our lives, we “love God 
with all that we are, and we love our 
neighbour as ourselves.”

Stewardship is about living with grat-
itude. Faithful stewards give thanks 
in all things. We know that God’s 
goodness fills our lives, and that we 
are called to bless others in the same 
measure as we have been blessed. 
Life is a gift. Creation is a gift. Our 
relationships are gifts. And we are 
grateful.

Finally, Stewardship is about living 
in abundance. When we learn to see 
life as God’s good gift, we understand 
anew that God cares for us. God an-
swers our prayer to “give us today our 
daily bread.” And as God answers that 
prayer, we are emboldened to share 
the daily bread we’ve been given with 
others. Abundance is something that 
happens in relationship with others. 
This is why Jesus came—“that they 
may have life, and have it abundantly.”

I love the title of the stewardship 
resource of our church: “Giving our 
Thanks and Praise”. For me, it sug-
gests celebrating abundance in every-
thing, a generous response to God’s 
grace, and a life filled with gratitude 
and lived in praise.

This broader vision excites me. It 
gives my life passion and meaning. 
I hope you find in this a vision that 
excites you as well. More to the point, 
this vision makes me want to be 
generous and giving: a “cheerful giver,” 
so that I might participate with God 
in transforming the earth and giving 
God’s kingdom birth.

I hope it changes your “yuck” to 
“yay”.

❑

Beyond What We Can Ask Or 
Imagine

We imagined, we planned, we asked 
and the passion was ignited. Just two 
years into St. Andrew’s TiM cam-
paign, Vision 2020 is already reach-
ing out well beyond Sundays in so 
many ways. It is one thing to dream 
and pray and quite another to see 
the physical manifestation of those 
dreams not only in the 8 cheques in 
our TiM bank account, but in our 
congregation’s commitment of time, 
talent, treasure in ministry. 

The usual concerns expressed 
around TiM was for the large finan-
cial goal; that any new focus would 
detract from existing envelope 
giving, existing regular outreach 
commitments and our prevailing 
fresh expression, Friday night Messy 
Church could be compromised. We 
are delighted that not only did our 
campaign contributions exceed 
expectation, but our offertory has 
strengthened and our outreach and 
Messy Church have maintained their 
usual vigour. 

St Andrew’s Vision 2020 aims to 
build on our strengths, reach out 
further within our community, build 
on our spiritual life and create fresh 
ideas to express our faith and Church. 
Our energy and expenditure to date 
has focused on research within our 
congregation, completing some 
necessary restoration of our Heri-
tage Church and purchasing a few 
resources to complement our minis-
tries. 

Outreach and Reaching Out
Our congregation, through Survey-
Monkey, showed positive support 
for our internal communication and 
ministry, so we only needed a few 
tweeks and upgrades. We are busy 
making plans for more research this 
year. To expand our reach into our 
community, we now have a fresh con-
temporary website, some new infor-
mative roadside signage and we’re in 
the process of testing and reviewing 
our use of local media to advertise 

St Andrew’s
our ministries. We’re now high tech 
with a new projector to support our 
presentations and functions. For the 
second year running, families were 
invited to hunt for candy and listen to 
stories of our local pioneers artfully 
told by parishioners at our ‘Saints, 
Spirits and Pioneers’ cemetery tour 
on All Hallow’s Eve, including an ac-
knowledgement of traditional territo-
ries of the Okanagan Peoples.

Support, volunteers and donations 
for our annual Start-up Kits has 
never missed a beat during TiM and 
our passionate outreach committee 
ably guided by Archdeacon Chris 
Ross, once again rallied to collect 
donations and assemble 6 Start-up 
Kits worth well over $1,000 each. 
They have recently been donated to 
Now Canada, Willowbridge and The 
Boys and Girls Club to give to their 
clients leaving transitional housing 
and treatment programs. These kits 
contain all the essential household 
items their clients would need for a 
bedroom, bathroom and kitchen to 
help them start up again from the 
little they may have.  

Spiritual Life and Development
Our largest TiM investment to date 
has been in our 106-year-old Heritage 
Church and Lych Gate as we restored 
and revitalised the exterior with some 
minor repairs, new church stairs, a 
fresh coat of paint and gutters. Our 
funds were boosted by additional 
finance provided by a successful 
application to the City of Kelowna for 
a Heritage Grant of a 50% reimburse-
ment of expenses. Heritage signage 
publicly marking our iconic, Tudor, 
Heritage Church, was kindly donat-
ed by the Kelowna South-Central 
Association of Neighbourhoods who 
are responsible for the signs you have 
likely seen erected at heritage build-
ings in the downtown area.

Our historic Heritage Church is set 
to weather the elements for the long 
term as we continue to promote its 
use for ministry, small gatherings, 
retreats, a quiet place for contem-
plation and prayer and as an historic 
point of interest as the Mission rapid-
ly expands around us.

Fresh Expression: Messy Church 
Tim funds gave us the room to pur-
chase some small necessary items; a 
clean floor rug for our Sunday School 
and Messy Church children to sit on, 
a much needed crock pot and some 
cutlery. There are additional funds 
set aside to help grow the leadership 
and resources needed to support this 
ministry.  The growing links between 

By Stacey Luckin

The Ven. Dr. Yme Woensdregt is the  
Dean of the East Kootenay Region 
and Incumbent  for Christ Church 
Cranbrook

Stacey Luckin is the TiM Chair for  
St Andrew’s, Mission, Kelowna

Sunday & Beyond
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Together in Mission

Friday’s Messy Church families and 
Sunday’s congregation is beautifully 
evidenced in their active participa-
tion in the family Christmas Service, 
Palm Sunday Service and Easter 
Services. We are excited to be soon 
celebrating our first Messy Church 
Baptisms!

Sunday and Beyond 
This is the most exciting! There is so 
much evidence of The Vision extend-
ing far beyond what our TiM team 
could ever have imagined or hoped 
for when we first outlined our plan.  
The spirit with which we have all 
embraced TiM goals at St Andrew’s 
is also evidenced in the love and 
support of our Syrian family through 
LARC; Christmas cards written to 
children in hospital and other fami-
lies who experienced a bereavement 
during the year, through our team 
of Community Builders for not only 
their success of the ‘Dinner for 8’ but 
in the enthusiastic energy around our 
many events, the continued minis-
try of our Pastoral Care, the men’s 
luncheons, the yoga program, paddle 
and prayer on the lake, participa-
tion in the sit-in against City bylaws 
preventing the homeless sleeping on 
public sidewalks, the opportunity on 
Human Rights day to write letters for 
Amnesty International, hosting a pre-
sentation by The Rev’d Beth Cuthand 
on her experiences of Reconciliation...
and this is not an exhaustive list...
Through all of this we have also been 
blessed with the gentle growth of 
new members and attendance.  It all 
comes back full circle to the warm 
welcome at our doors by our Sunday 
greeters, the helpful arms of volun-
teers on icy, slippery mornings and 
the sharing of the Eucharist and the 
peace. 

All around, there is evidence of the 
Spirit at work through TiM and in all 
our actions and worship, Sunday and 
Beyond, way beyond what we can ask 
or imagine. How wonderful the min-
istries of our church, with a big heart, 
in the Mission.  Thanks, and glory be, 
to God!

Tim funds children’s and 
seniors’ ministry at  
St George’s 

the together in Mission case for  
St George’s, West Kelowna, focused 
on expanding our ministry.  En-
couraged by the Messy Church at St 
Andrew’s, Kelowna, planning started 
almost immediately after we decided 
on our case. Led by our coordinators, 
Donna Lloyd, Heather Comba, and 
Dorothy Genge, we have grown in just 
over a year from half a dozen chil-
dren attending to 21 at our Advent 
Messy Church.  In August, we held 
Messy Church outside with the theme 
Noah’s Ark.  Not only were we able to 
enjoy the summer weather, but were 
a visible witness to the community.  
At present Messy Church takes place 
quarterly and hopefully, next year 
occurring every 2 months.  

An unexpected outcome from 
Messy Church has been children 
attending on Sunday mornings.  After 
more than a decade Sunday School 
has been re-established and “Elijah 
the Dragon” has appeared for the 
weekly children’s focus.  

For many years, St. George’s hosted 
a weekly Senior’s Lunch, put on by 
Interior Health. For financial rea-
sons this ended in 2012.  Many of 
the people who attended this event 
missed the fellowship. The parish 
did not have the resources to do this 
on its own. We outlined in our case a 
vision for a monthly Seniors’ Lunch.  
However, we could not find a parish-
ioner able to coordinate a monthly 
lunch. Dorothy Genge and Chis and 
Jean Haugland came up with the 
suggestion of doing a weekly coffee 
morning which would still provide an 
opportunity for fellowship.  Starting 
last spring we have held Senior’s Cof-
fee Time every Friday from 10-11:30 
am, except on long weekends. Two 
people volunteer each week to set 
up and serve, while Bob and Doreen 
Fitzpatrick lead us in story and song.  
Between 12 to 25 people attend with 
more than half being from communi-
ty at large.  

Together in Mission has made it 
possible for St. George’s to spread 
the Good News of God’s love in West 
Kelowna.  

St George’s

By Roger Cooper

The Rev. Roger Cooper  is the 
Incumbent of St George’s, 
West Kelowna

Together in Mission Assists 
Council of the North

HighWay readers may recall that 
part of our together in Mission 
(tiM) goal is to raise $200,000 to 
assist Anglicans in the Council of 
the North to travel to theological 
training.  To the end of 2017, we have 
forwarded $104,444 to the Council of 
the North.

Recently, we called Archdeacon 
Sarah Usher of the Diocese of Yukon 
to find out more about travel in the 
North.
tiM: Where are you located and have 
you always lived in the North?  
Sarah: I live in Whitehorse, Yukon.  I 
was born in Ontario and grew up in 
the Northwest Territories and the 
Yukon except for six years in Calgary. 
So almost 50 years.
tiM:  Looking on line, I was astound-
ed to see that the Council of the 
North covers most of Canada.
Sarah: Yes, the Council of the North 
covers 85% of Canada’s land mass and 
has 15% of its population.

tiM:  Wow, those numbers really 
speak of widespread and isolated 
communities.  Where would students 
from the North travel to attend theo-
logical training?
Sarah:  Some students from the Dio-
cese of the Arctic travel to The Arthur 
Turner Training School in Iqaluit, 
Nunavut; others from the Diocese of 
Brandon travel to the Henry Budd 
College of Ministry in The Pas, Man-
itoba. Some students are enrolled 
in distance education courses, such 
as the Indigenous Studies Program 
at Vancouver School of Theology.  
They need to travel to Vancouver for 
summer courses. The Bishop’s School 
of Yukon Ministries sometimes has 
trainers travel to communities and 
sometimes has students travel to a 

central meeting place like White-
horse.
tiM: How do students travel to these 
schools?
Sarah:  Travel in the Arctic is almost 
entirely by air because there are long 
distances by roads or in many cases 
no roads.  Often, one has to fly to a 
larger center in the South and then 
back to a destination in the North, be-
cause there are no direct flights.  For 
many traveling in the Yukon, a trip to 
the South can take two days; for ex-
ample a flight or drive to Whitehorse 
and then onto a southern destination
tiM:  How expensive is travel?
Sarah: Travel is expensive.  For ex-
ample, a flight from Whitehorse to 
Vancouver can cost more than a flight 
from Vancouver to Hawaii. Flights 
from Old Crow can be anywhere from 
$300-$400 and Whitehorse to Van-
couver can be anywhere from $300 to 
$500 one way.
tiM: What else would you like to tell 
folks in Kootenay about travel for 
church work in the North?
Sarah: Our diocese extends from Fort 
Nelson, BC into the Yukon Territory.  
We have one fly-in community.  Travel 
to most parishes is by car and often 
long distances.  For example, travel 
to Fort Nelson from Whitehorse can 

take 10-12 hours.  My husband and I 
once drove to Mayo in mid-January 
when it was -55oC, which we really 
shouldn’t have done. We kept in touch 
with family by cell phone during 
the five hour drive to let them know 
where we were. However, cell service 
is sporadic especially in winter.  Some 
people have satellite phones, but even 
those don’t work in certain moun-
tainous or isolated places. In winter, 
everyone has a survival kit in their car 
with sleeping bag, fire starter etc. If a 
trip requires an overnight stay, hotel 
costs are incurred unless one can stay 
with family or friends. 
tiM: Thanks for giving us a glimpse of 
travel in the North.

By the tiM Continuing 
Committee

❑ ❑ ❑

Council of the North
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Disbursement of TiM Funds
As of December 31, 2018

Council of the North                    $ 124,273.80                     

Camp OWAISSI                    $ 105,954.99                     

Kootenay School of Ministry                   $ 178,421.22                      

Faith Formation & Creativity                   $ 63,721.86 ea                

Back to Parishes $ 547,566.23             

$1,083,659.96 has been injected into God’s church for ministry…so far!
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Commissioning at Christ Church, Cranbrook

Renovations at the Cathedral of St Michael & All Angels Kelowna

Kathryn Lockhart at Kootenay School of Ministry

Children’s choir at St George’s, 
West Kelowna

Second year of TiM birthday party at St Saviour’s, Nelson

Lych Gate built at 
St Mary’s, East Kelowna

Christ Church, Cranbrook                   
St Mary’s, East Kelowna                  

The Cathedral, Kelowna                  
Kootenay School of Ministry                 

St George’s, West Kelowna                  

St Saviour’s, Nelson                  

Camp Owaissi on Okanagan Lake

Camp  Owaissi



❑

How Do You Define  
A Generous Gift?

Yme Woensdregt is the Dean of  
East Kootenay and Incumbent for 
Christ Church, Cranbrook.

Page 10                                                                                                                                                                                                                      The HighWay October 2019

Ab

❑

By Yme Woensdregt

I think and talk a lot about giving. 
Giving is an important part of what it 
means to be a human being. I love to give, 
and when I do so, it’s not so much be-
cause the charitable organization needs 
my gift (although they do). When I give, I 
do it because I need to give.

I was delighted to find the following ar-
ticle online, written from a non–religious 
point of view that honours the practice 
of generous and joyful giving, which you 
will find at the heart of much religious 
practice. The author, an accountant and 
financial whiz, writes the following:

“Whether you have very little, or sig-
nificant financial resources, the question 
about how much to give to charity is an 
important one – and a question I’m asked 
all the time. Today, I want to share two 
principles that I’ve seen adopted by those 
who find giving meaningful and experi-
ence a lot of joy from the process. Here 
they are.

“Give generously.
“Generosity is an aspiration, a goal. 

The challenge with being generous is that 
there are no rules of the game. I’ve met 
many Canadians who want to be gen-
erous but have no idea what that might 
look like. “Any gift is generous,” I’ve heard 
some say. I would disagree. A voluntary 
gift may be altruistic, but it’s not neces-
sarily generous.

“Consider that for a moment. Suppose 
a person earns $5–million this year, to 
add to the $10–million they already have, 
and decides to donate $1,000 to a worthy 
cause. Generous? Definitely not. What 
about a $10,000 donation? Hardly. A 
$50,000 donation? Not really.

“So, what is it about a gift that makes it 
generous? The answer lies in one import-
ant word:sacrifice. An elderly woman 
who I knew many years ago once said 
to me, “Tim, I won’t make a donation 
that costs me nothing.” Clearly, a $1,000 
donation for some is a tremendous sacri-
fice, while that same donation for others 
won’t be.

“Some religions have well-established 
approaches to giving. Those of the Chris-
tian and Jewish faiths will be familiar 
with the concept of the tithe, which 
suggests that giving 10 per cent of income 
should be the standard. In our example 
above, a tithe would amount to $500,000 
(10 per cent of the $5–million earned this 
year). “Zakat” in the Muslim faith is an 
obligation to give based on financial re-

sources and is customarily 2½ per cent of 
savings and wealth, and would amount to 
$375,000 in our example above on assets 
of $15–million.

“Not everyone has a faith background. 
From my experience, however, the most 
generous givers are those who find the 
most joy in giving – regardless of income 
level – and they’ll often give about 10 per 
cent of income annually. I’ve met some 
who give even more. But here’s a practical 
suggestion: If you’re not accustomed to 
giving, start with between 1 per cent and 
2 per cent of your income annually. As 
you feel more comfortable, try increasing 
that percentage.

“In the end, the only person who can 
determine what’s truly generous for you, 
is you. But the guiding principle here is 
that if you give until you feel it, you’ll ex-
perience greater joy and meaning in your 
giving. Want to give more? Gain inspira-
tion from these websites: givingwhatwe-
can.org, givingpledge.org and ilikegiving.
com. (Note: These are British and U.S. 
websites respectively, so make sure your 
gifts are to Canadian charities if your 
income is from Canadian sources.)

“Give cheerfully.
“If giving generously or sacrificially is 

one bookend in the conversation around 
how much to give, giving cheerfully is the 
other. If you’ve given a sum of money that 
leaves you panic–stricken, miserable or 
resentful, then you’ve given too much. 
Giving grudgingly or under compulsion 

shouldn’t be your motivation. You need 
to feel a sense of gladness about your gift. 
And if you’re not used to giving much, 
then start out small—that 1 per cent or 
2 per cent of your income I spoke about. 
Something is better than nothing. Then 
increase your giving as you become more 
confident.

“Giving cheerfully is a lot like taking a 
hot bath. You start by dipping your toe 
in, until if feels a little more comfortable, 
then you go a little deeper. Over time, 
you’ll very likely come to the recognition 
that you can afford to give more, and 
make a greater impact, than you ever 
thought you could.

“Giving generously and cheerfully 
should start with a plan. Decide how 
much you’ll give each year, then decide 
how much of that budget you’ll set aside 
for ad hoc giving (gifts that may be 
unexpectedly requested throughout the 
year) and how much will be strategically 
donated to causes you believe in.”

This is wonderful advice. When I give, I 
feel pretty good about myself. I smile and 
pat myself on the back. That’s a wonder-
ful feeling. But equally importantly, I’ve 
done something to help some charitable 
causes I believe in. I have done some 
good in the world. I am a more complete 
human being when I do so, and I’ve put 
some of my words into actions.

Online article was published in a Globe  and 
Mail special Nov 15, 2018 by  Tim Cestnick: 
“How to determine what a ‘generous’ amount is 
when giving to charity.”

Tim Cestnick, FCPA, FCA, CPA(IL), CFP, TEP, 
is an author, and co-founder and CEO of Our 
Family Office Inc. He can be reached at tim@
ourfamilyoffice.ca.  

I do not think that loneliness is the 
same thing as being alone. One is a 
feeling and the other is a physical state. 
You can be alone in the wilderness but 
never feel lonely, whilst at the same time 
you can be in a large city filled with many 
people and feel terribly lonely. At times 
being alone can be a good thing, but feel-
ing lonely can damage the soul.

The importance of friendship to our 
spiritual and personal lives can never 
be underestimated. As people called to 
carry love into this world we need to be 
complete as individuals. Jesus shows us 
the need to recharge and be re-energised 
through his relationship with Mary, 

Martha and Lazarus. Their company 
is something he returns to again and 
again, even when that company might be 
frowned upon. These are worldly people 
with worldly problems. Mary, the woman 
of questionable morality (at least in the 
eyes of a judgemental world) and Martha 
the hard working self- martyr are funda-
mental sources of rest and friendship to 
the person of Jesus. 

The Christian life can be a lonely 
one. There can at times be pressure to 
surround ourselves completely with the 
life of the church and forget that we are 
called to work in the world. As Christians 
we each need a nourishing relationship 
with others and not feel guilty if that 
is outside the walls of the church. God 
will always find a way to work within us, 
wherever we are. Sometimes our joy at 
being surrounded only by church mem-
bers can inhibit our wholeness as people. 

My natural state of being has always 
been that of a ‘uniform wearer’. I went to 
a strict school, a little bit like Hogwarts 
but less of the magic wands and more of 
the Professor Snape’s. Perhaps, this is the 
reason for my uniform tendencies? As 
a student I served in the British Armed 
Forces and my job was to, among other 
things, jump out of airplanes... an incred-

ibly foolish thing to do!  Nevertheless a 
bond was created during those years with 
my comrades, which to this day is un-
breakable. Yet despite this bond, it took 
12 years for us to open up to each other 
about depression and PTSD.  

When I was ordained ten years ago in 
the Church of England, I expected a sim-
ilar bond to emerge. Alas, it never truly 
did. In time I discovered that most of us 
priests were incredibly lonely. We were 
friends to everyone but a close friend to 
no one. It was a lonely life, made more 
so by some stupid sense of competition. 
There was always a demand to have the 
fastest growing church, the best liturgy 
and the most baptisms. This sense of 
competition served to alienate us from 
one another and it took some time to be 
able to escape from that culture. Vulnera-
bility is not a failing in a Christian but an 
invitation to share a burden with friends.

As part of my work in the parish of 
Creston I am a volunteer fire fighter. I 
have learned more about friendship and 
peer support in that small fire hall than 
in all of my service to ‘grand’ institutions. 
There is in that fire hall a carefully nur-
tured culture of peer support and com-
passion to one another. It needs to exist. 
The job is not easy. A recent call saw me 

respond to a scene where there were two 
fatalities — one was a child. Enroute to 
the scene a fellow fire fighter asked me to 
pray with him. I wasn’t wearing a clerical 
collar, there were no hymns and no fine 
liturgy. Yet Jesus was in that engine with 
us. He also walked with us into the tragic 
scene that awaited. The care for one an-
other that followed in the days afterward 
was one of the most loving and support-
ive environments I have ever known. 
Vulnerability and pain were allowed. 
There was no competitive judgement 
only mutual concern and friendship.

Every human being is worthy of friend-
ship. Who is your Mary and Martha? 
When you have spiritual direction do you 
explore deeply enough the need to be 
loved? Is the fellowship of the canoe club, 
the rotary group, the quilters’ guild or 
the book group a spiritual concern? The 
contemporary Christian should not be 
lonely. Ours is a life of giving and we can 
only give fully if we also receive the love 
and support of others. 

So, go forth into the world allowing 
yourself to be loved. Seek friendship. God 
is already there. 

Share the Burden 

The Rev Leon Rogers is a member of 
the Spiritual Development  
Committee

By Leon Rogers

http://www.givingwhatwecan.org/
http://www.givingwhatwecan.org/
http://www.givingpledge.org/
http://www.ilikegiving.com/
http://www.ilikegiving.com/
mailto:tim@ourfamilyoffice.ca
mailto:tim@ourfamilyoffice.ca
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The Art of Giving Well
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Many years ago, in one of the con-
gregations I served in the Diocese of 
Niagara, we embarked on a five-year 
financial stewardship campaign to 
raise money for the hiring of a Faith 
Formation Coordinator. This was a 
new position which was to be subsidized 
in its first three years by diocesan funds 
that had been raised specifically for new 
parish ministries. 

That project was unquestionably am-
bitious. By Niagara standards, we were a 
small to middle-size congregation which, 
while relatively healthy, still suffered from 
one year to the next trying to successfully 
meet its budget. At the same time, we 
had witnessed an increase in the number 
of younger people attending worship 
who were clearly testing the waters as to 
whether our congregation would fit their 
particular familial needs. Our leaders 
recognized that the hiring of a position 
specifically geared towards encouraging 
the education and faith formation of 
children, youth and young adults was not 
a luxury but a necessity for the continued 

health and growth of the parish. Our goal 
was $100,000 which, with the subsidy 
from the diocese for the first three years, 
would enable us to fund the position for 
at least five years.

Before I reveal whether or not we were 
successful in that campaign, I want to 
backtrack to a conversation I had had 
with our Envelope Secretary prior to 
its launch. He approached me one day 
to talk about an encounter he had had 
with a regular and seasoned member of 
the parish. Referencing the upcoming 
financial stewardship campaign, that pa-
rishioner had, in no uncertain terms, said 
to him, “I’ve helped them out in the past. 
I’m not going to do it again.” In passing 
on this information to me, our Envelope 
Secretary made it clear that he was doing 
so, not because he agreed with the senti-
ment, but because he thought I should be 
aware that the climate in the congrega-
tion regarding the plan to ask for money 
was not entirely warm and sunny. 

The origin of the word gossip is “god-
sibb,” essentially a godparent or a very 
close family friend. I have also heard that 
gossip once meant something like God’s 
talk. In other words, at one time, gossip 
had far more positive connotations than 
our current culture tends to think of it 
as having. Bearing this in mind, having 
this bit of parish gossip passed on to me 
turned out to be an extremely helpful 
piece of information as I considered 
how I would first present our request for 
additional monies for the hiring of a Faith 
Formation Co-ordinator.  

In a homily on the subject of stew-
ardship, preached not long after I heard 
this tidbit from our Envelope Secretary, I 
suggested that over the years of my min-
istry it had not been uncommon for me 
to hear people refer to “you” and “them” 

when talking about making financial 
donations to their local church. “Who,” 
I queried, “is you and them? It’s not my 
congregation, nor is it just anyone else’s 
congregation either. When you choose to 
donate to the church, you are choosing 
to donate to yourself. When you help 
someone through your donations, you 
are helping yourself. This church is no 
more mine or anyone else’s than it is 
yours, too.” 

It was also at that time that I recog-
nized that our continued use of the word 
“support” to encourage good financial 
stewardship was a misnomer. “To sup-
port” suggests holding up someone or 
something else, precisely what that for-
mer parishioner thought they were doing 
when they decried yet another money 
ask, and suggested they were done help-
ing “them” out. A more appropriate word 
when preaching about financial steward-
ship – or any other form of stewardship, 
for that matter – is to request that all 
of us together commit to what is being 
requested of us. In contrast to the word 
“support,” a “commitment” rightly sug-
gests a personal investment in whatever 
it is we might choose to become involved 
in. This word forces us to ask ourselves 
“where our heart lies.” Is the work and 
ministry of this church truly important 
for me in my life. What difference will it 
make to me if it no longer exists?

Having posed those questions in that 
homily on stewardship – effectively my 
opening remarks for the proposed finan-
cial campaign – we then embarked on 
the journey towards that $100,000 goal. 
Within six months, we had raised approx-
imately $110,000. Not for a minute am I 
suggesting that it was my sermon that 
produced the goal; instead, I am certain it 
was the remarks of that one parishioner 

prior to the start of the campaign that 
spurred us on toward its achievement. I 
am sure I was not the only one who began 
rethinking my understanding of what we 
are saying and doing when we choose, 
within our means, to be financially re-
sponsible for the ministry of the particu-
lar faith community to which we belong; 
indeed, when we make an across-the-
board choice to be responsible stewards 
not only in church but also in the world.

Scottish novelist A.J. Cronin once wrote 
this about being thankful: “Gratitude is 
something of which none of us can give 
too much. For on the smiles, the thanks 
we give, our little gestures of apprecia-
tion, our neighbors build their philoso-
phy of life.” 

Cronin was right: when it comes to be-
ing grateful, the way in which each of us 
responds to our environment possesses 
a huge potential to affect or disaffect the 
way our neighbours might also respond 
to this. Ultimately, what this says is that, 
while our natural inclination is to think of 
ourselves as having little capacity to pro-
duce change in the world, with respect to 
our ability to exhibit gratitude, we in fact 
possess a huge capacity to shape such 
change. I need only to think of the people 
I’ve met who live from a place of generos-
ity; they always leave me more aware of 
my own blessings and, therefore, much 
more inclined to share these blessings 
with others.

Thanksgiving and responsible steward-
ship are opposite sides of the same coin. 
Our ability to effect change in the Church 
and in the world is entirely dependent on 
our recognition of this. To us much has 
been given, for which we are hopefully 
truly thankful. To us much has been giv-
en, which will hopefully make us respon-
sible stewards who give back. 

Nissa Basbaum is the Dean of  
St Michael & All Angels Cathedral  
Kelowna

By Nissa Basbaum

❑

Servant’s Heart  

By Heather Karabalas

The Rev. Heather Karabelas is  
Decaon, St  Mary’s, East Kelowna

From the Desk of a Deacon 
Seeing the Deacon in Our Midst

I have felt a call to the Diaconate 
for most of my life, but because of 
various circumstances, I had to 
submerge or set aside that call for 
many years.  Our Church’s renewed 
vision of the Diaconate finally allowed me 
to revisit this unfulfilled stirring within 
my soul. So after prayerful discernment, 
time with a spiritual mentor and friend, 
and completion of the diaconal program 
here in the Diocese of Kootenay I was 
ordained as a Deacon in 2004.  

As a young person I did not recognize 
the way God was working in my life to 
prepare me for the order of Deacon.  Now, 
as I reflect back, I recognize that God 
was empowering me with experiences 
that would help identify my call to this 
ministry.  

Thanks to my grandparents and my 
mother, my religious formation was nur-
tured in the Anglican Church. There was 
seldom a holiday season or a Sunday din-
ner when there was not an extra place set 
at the dinner table to welcome a person 
who would otherwise be spending the 
day alone. As well, it was not unusual for 
me to spend time visiting at the hospital 
or taking meals and baking to someone 
our family knew to be in need. Our family 
often took clothes to the Missions to 
Seamen in the east end of Vancouver. In 
school I was usually the recipient of a ser-
vice award. Upon graduation from high 
school I worked for five summers as a 
hospital admissions clerk, where I gained 
confidence in dealing with emergency 
situations and people being admitted 
for elective surgery. Being in the hospital 
environment was comfortable to me.

My professional life was spent as a 
teacher/librarian and teacher for thirty 
years where I served others.  These life 
experiences of reaching out to and help-
ing others propelled me towards diaconal 
ministry.  

Since 2004 I have served in three 
congregations in Kelowna (St Andrew’s, 

Okanagan Mission, St. Michael’s Cathe-
dral, and St. Mary’s, East Kelowna) where 
I have been called to demonstrate diaco-
nal servant ministry while leading others 
to fulfill their baptismal ministry of 
“seeking and serving Christ in all persons, 
loving your neighbor as yourself.” Yes, this 
has meant guiding, directing, coaxing, 
coaching and at times even disturbing. 
You’d be amused to know that a gath-
ering of deacons is sometimes referred 
to as “a disturbance of Deacons!” It has 
also involved inspiring, inviting, cajoling, 
supporting, encouraging, and celebrat-
ing efforts that lead to the Good News 
being heard so that all will be engaged 
in compassionate action and ministries 
of justice in the faith community and to 
those outside the church.

As a volunteer and the chairperson of 
Inn From the Cold-Kelowna, I was able 
to gather support and resources in aid of 
those experiencing homelessness.  Even-
tually I was able to raise up a community 
of people who were able to carry on and 
expand this ministry of compassion 
amongst those in dire need.

In the liturgy, deacons act out, model 
and symbolically demonstrate to the 

congregation servanthood ministry, and 
in proclaiming the dismissal we send the 
faithful out into the world to do the work 
God has given us to do.  

I was a self-indentified deacon but my 
hope is that congregations will take it on 
within themselves to see if there is a pro-
spective deacon in their faith community.  

I am certain that every parish could 
use one or more deacons in their midst to 
emphasize, model and proclaim the mes-
sage of the servanthood of all believers 
- men and women called and equipped to 
lead the the church and all its members 
in fulfilling God’s biblical expectations 
and our Baptismal Covenant.

Roderick Douglas wrote: “I am con-
vinced that there are at least two deacons 
in every congregation who do not yet 
know that they are called to this ministry. 
It is the delightful and diligent task of all 
the people to look for them and call them 
by name.”

Are you being called to the Sacred 
Order of Deacon? Contact me at  karabe-
las@telus.net  if you sense that stirring 
within your soul, for it may well be that 
the Holy Spirit is beckoning you to dis-
cern a call to the Order of Deacon.
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Canada News Briefs

Seven Regina-area parishes 
facing possible merger
Major restructuring is in the works in 
the diocese of Qu’Appelle’s St. 
Cuthbert’s archdeaconry. As of press 
time, its seven parishes, all of which 
are in the Regina area, were expect-
ing a decision from Bishop Rob 
Hardwick on some form of amalga-
mation—including, possibly, a merger 
of them all into a single congregation.

For more than 18 months, wardens 
from the parishes have been meeting 
to discuss their future, given a combi-
nation of challenges including declin-
ing membership, financial stress and 
clergy vacancies.

At the diocesan council’s June 
meeting, the wardens described three 
scenarios for the bishop’s consider-
ation. The first scenario envisions an 
amalgamation or merger of several 
churches into three or four buildings 
and/or parishes in a “top-down” ap-
proach; the second option imagines 
amalgamation arising from parishes 
coming together in a “bottom-up” 
process. According to the third 
scenario, all seven parishes would be 
merged into a single congregation, 

with, possibly, one or two “satellite” 
locations. Most of the archdeaconry’s 
vestries favoured the third option, 
with two preferring the first scenario. 
The wardens, however, support the 
second scenario.

A total of about 378 Anglicans take 
part in Sunday worship at the seven 
parishes, according to the diocese.
—Saskatchewan Anglican
Fredericton advocate for 
homeless calls Bishop’s 
Court shelter a ‘minor mira-
cle’
Joan Kingston, co-manager of the 
Fredericton Downtown Community 
Health Centre and a member of the 
city’s Community Action Group on 
Homelessness, has high praise for the 
action of diocese of Fredericton lead-
ers and parishioners in turning a for-
mer bishop’s residence into a tempo-
rary overnight shelter last winter.

“My observation over the winter is 
the congregations want to do good 
work. They want to help in the com-
munity. They provided this house and 
a lot of volunteers. Talk about your 
brother’s keeper!” Kingston said in an 
interview.

The building, known as Bishop’s 
Court, belongs to the diocese of 
Fredericton. Last November, the 
diocese offered it for use as a shelter 

after concerns rose about the num-
ber of people who would be facing 
the winter without a place to spend 
the night. By early December it was 
functioning as a 20-bed shelter, and it 
remained open until the end of April. 
The city gave permission for it to 
operate only until then, because the 
neighbourhood in which the building 
sits isn’t zoned to allow the operation 
of permanent homeless shelters.

“This place came together, as a 
shelter with funding, in five days,” 
said Kingston, who is also a former 
New Brunswick MLA. “It was a minor 
miracle!”

More than 300 volunteers support-
ed the staff who ran the shelter, which 
was full to capacity almost every 
night of the winter.

“I think a lot of the success—and 
I think it was a success—had to do 
with the house itself,” Kingston said. 
“It was warm and inviting, such a 
good vibe. People felt safe here.”

With another winter on the way, 
both Kingston and David Edwards, 
bishop of the diocese of Fredericton, 
said they were concerned about 
where the city’s homeless will spend 
the night. It’s clear, Edwards said, that 
the city’s zoning rules will not allow 
Bishop’s Court to be used as a shelter 
this winter.
—The New Brunswick Anglican
Church outreach director 
offers ‘compassion training’ 
to local businesses
Director of outreach services at 
Church of the Redeemer in Toronto, 
Angie Hocking, is teaching staff at 
local businesses how to be more 
compassionate to people who are 
homeless or struggling with mental 
health issues.

Many of these people live or spend 
time in the downtown area surround-
ing the church, Hocking says. Some 
of them go into nearby businesses to 
sit down, get out of the cold or ask 
for food, among other reasons. There, 
staff are unprepared to help them, of-
ten calling on security guards to eject 
them from the premises. After one 
such incident at a nearby bank, Hock-
ing spoke to the manager, who told 
her that staff were scared and unsure 
of how to respond when a homeless 
person entered the building.

The incident gave Hocking the idea 
to run “compassion training.” In May, 
she led a 90-minute workshop at the 
bank, in which she explained the 
challenges that homeless and margin-
alized people face daily, taught de-es-
calation tactics and told the staff 
about resources in the area, including 
Redeemer’s outreach program, The 
Common Table, which offers meals, 
counselling and activities.

Hocking plans to lead similar 
workshops for the staff at a café and 
a security team at an office tower. A 
clothing store and eyeglass shop have 
also expressed interest.

After the training, the staff at the 
bank volunteered at The Common 
Table for a day and donated $1,000.

“In the end, the goal is to teach that 
we are all human beings and we all 
deserve respect,” says Hocking.
—The Anglican
Diocese of Quebec launches 
intercultural ministry
A new ministry in the diocese of 
Quebec aims to serve newcomers to 
Canada who are not presently con-
nected with a church in Quebec City.

The intercultural ministry launched 
July 7, spearheaded by bishop’s mis-
sioner the Rev. Thomas Ntilivamun-
da. Hosted at All Saints’ Chapel on 
Sundays at 3:30 p.m., the first gather-
ing drew participants who are new-
comers from Burundi and Rwanda. A 
few people also brought guitars.

Ntilivamunda knows the experi-
ence of immigrants firsthand, having 
come to Quebec with his wife Yaël 
and daughter Gemimah as asylum 
seekers. The family gained Canadian 
citizenship a few months ago. He says 
one of the ministry’s major purposes 
is to integrate “various aspects of the 
Anglican church from all over the 
world,” giving people “an opportunity 
to express their way of worship.”

Ntilivamunda hopes to provide 
more translation and diversity of 
instruments at future gatherings. 
“Whether it is American music, Afri-
can music, Jamaican, whatever, that 
is their culture—if they are there, we 
have to offer some opportunity for 
them to express themselves, to feel 
at home and sing in their regional 
mode,” he says.
—Quebec Diocesan Gazette ❑
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