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Nurturing faithful communities

Mindful of the need to nurture 
faithful communities of God, at the 
2016 fall meeting Diocesan Council 
approved the formation of a new 
committee, “Congregational Fu-
tures.” Archbishop John called togeth-
er Cindy Corrigan (chair),  
Colin Heggie, Rev. Katherine Hough,  
Rev. Rick Schulz along with Archdea-
con Trevor Freeman and so began an 
exploration of assessment tools, dioc-
esan statistics and prayerful atten-
tion to the health and vitality of the 
diocese and her parishes. We learned 
that vision, vitality and viability are 
essential components for the survival 
and renewal of healthy, faithful com-
munities. 

It is clear that the vitality and fu-
ture of the diocese is inextricably tied 

to the vitality and future of her par-
ishes. If parishes fail or close, it not 
only affects the remaining parishes, 
it also adversely affects the diocese. 
Of the 38 remaining parishes, shared 
ministries and worshipping congrega-
tions (one closed in October 2016) 6 
appear to be failing and another 5 are 
in decline. We cannot know if this is 
the “bad news” it appears until each 
parish has had an opportunity to take 
an honest and faithful assessment of 
their circumstances. 

To help us help the diocese, the 
Congregational Futures Committee 
has looked at financial statistics, 
property data and income streams. 
We have spoken with facilitators from 
other dioceses and reviewed their as-
sessment tools and programs. What 
we have determined, and we will be 
making a series of recommendations 
at Synod 2018, is that each parish 
needs to be invited to undertake an 

assessment, no matter their current 
circumstance. Tools including bench-
marks for healthy congregations, 
parish statistics, bricks and mortar 
resource information will be provided 
by the diocese as part of the process. 
A large part of the assessment proce-
dure is the story behind the statistics, 
the story of the parish itself and its 
history as a faithful community of dis-
ciples. When this is pulled together 
and after prayerful reflection, parish-
ioners will understand clearly where 
they are thriving and where they need 
to focus greater attention. As part of 
the “package” the Diocese will have 
resources available for parishes mov-
ing beyond assessment.

A report will be made to the Sep-
tember meeting of Diocesan Council 
and an information package along 
with several proposals will be sent 
to Synod 2018. We are excited about 
what the future holds. 

By Katherine hough

Congregational Futures, at the 2016 fall meeting. Archbishop John called together Cindy Corrigan (chair), Colin Heggie,  
Rev. Katherine Hough, Rev. Rick Schulz along with Archdeacon Trevor Freeman.

❑
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Archbishop’s Alphabet

the HighWay

Dear Faithful Friends,

I have finally arrived at the end of 
the alphabet. So what does one do 
with the letter “Z”?    There are sev-
eral possibilities, but after thinking 
about it for several months (that’s the 
advantage of following the alpha-
bet) I have settled on a word that we 
seldom hear, but is an archaeological 
term. “Ziggurat” describes the great 
Mesopotamian towers that were built 
in the early millennia of the ancient 
Middle Eastern civilizations at the 

time of the beginning of 
the Hebrew Scriptures.  
A Ziggurat was a massive 
structure reaching into 
the sky. They were built 
of clay bricks with each 
step slightly smaller than 
the one beneath it (see 
photo). They were signs 
of the power of the mon-
arch and held important 
religious significance.  
The towers were built 
to be dwelling places for 
the gods and only priests 

who cared for the gods were allowed 
to set foot in or on these structures. 
So apart from historical interest what 
might they hold for us?

Many Biblical Scholars believe 
that the story of the Tower of Ba-
bel in Genesis chapter 11 refers to 
the building of a Ziggurat. You will 
remember the story which tells of 
the desire of human beings to be like 
God.  The people of the earth had one 
language and they built a city and a 
tower “to make a name for ourselves” 
(Gen. 11:4)  God looked upon them 
and their desire to build a tower for 
themselves and scattered the people 
and their language. God dispersed 
them throughout the world with 

many different languages. Genesis 
tells us that the place was called Ba-
bel, because there the Lord confused 
the language of all the earth.  The 
story of Pentecost in the Acts of the 
Apostles points to a reversal of the 
Genesis story and the power of the 
Spirit of God to heal and restore the 
brokenness of creation.

The story in itself is a primitive 
explanation of the multiplicity of 
languages but it is also a challenge 
from the early Hebrew faith to the 
surrounding culture. The God of 
Biblical faith is a sovereign God who 
does not dwell in human structures, 
nor is subject to human control.  
And the ancient story in Genesis is a 
warning against the human instinct 
to try to take the place of God or to 
contain God within the confines of 
our own understanding or assump-
tions. It is an instinct that exists 
deep in the heart of all of us. The 
late American theologian, Urban 
T. Holmes III, once remarked that 
human beings are fond of creating 
buildings and other monuments “to 
the glory of man in memory of God”!  
In our time, God and God’s vision for 
the creation is often left out of the 
equation entirely. Whether we are 
governments planning national or 
provincial policies, or municipalities 
planning new buildings; whether 
we are congregations building or 
preserving much loved churches, or 
individuals planning our next acqui-
sition or the next chapter in our life, 
the instinct to put ourselves first in 
the order of creation is very strong 
indeed. I don’t need to make a list of 
the ways that negatively impacts our 
lives and the lives of others.

So as we come to the end of the 
alphabet, we are given a strange 
word, rooted in an ancient culture, 

is for Ziggurat!Z 
By ArChBIShoP 
JohN E. PrIVEtt

that has very modern implications. In 
a hymn called “God, My Hope on You 
is Founded” (Common Praise, #529) 
we find these words:

“Human pride and earthly glory, 
sword and crown, betray our 
trust;

though with care and toil we build 
them, tower and temple fall to 
dust.

But your power, hour by hour, is 
my temple and my tower.

God’s great goodness lasts forever, 
deepest wisdom, passing thought:
 
splendour light, and life attending, 
beauty springing out of naught,
 
Ever more from God’s store new-
born worlds rise and adore.”

In my view, it is always good to give 
our best to the building of a better 
church and a better world, but as 
we do we must always be aware of 
the ways we build towers to and for 
ourselves. In our worship and in our 
prayer may we pause long enough to 
remember that we are the creature 
called to praise and reflect the life of 
God who is the sovereign source of all 
life.

Faithfully,

                                      +John

A Ziggurat from the Middle East

❑
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Kootenay School of Ministry  
to take Sabbatical

❑

Archbishop John Privett,  
Acting Principal

the Archbishop’s Committee on 
Ministry decided at its meeting in 
June that the Kootenay School of 
Ministry would take a Sabbatical 
year that begins after the Septem-
ber course on evangelism. This 
Sabbath year will give the Ministry 
Committee time to evaluate what 
has been accomplished, explore new 
directions for the School and engage 
in a serious conversation with other 
dioceses about the future of local 
training in western Canada.

The Kootenay School of Ministry 
was established after the recommen-
dations of the Task Force on Ministry 
were adopted at our 2009 Synod. A 

curriculum was developed and in 
2011 the Rev. Dr. Bill Harrison was 
appointed as the first Principal.  Un-
der Bill’s leadership, instructors were 
recruited, standards for marking 
established, and policies for students 
developed. Kathryn Lockhart serves 
as the Registrar for the School and 
keeps track of student enrollment 
and transcripts and is the liaison 
between instructors and congrega-
tions. The curriculum was designed 
for those who have been called to 
ministry as locally trained deacons 
and priests and included courses for 
other lay ministries as well as topics 
of interest for all adult Christians. 
There are 9 core courses for those on 
a path to ordination and 6 optional 
courses.  The first course was offered 
in 2010 and an average of 3 courses a 

year have been delivered in a weekend 
intensive format.  

The School is modelled on a vision 
of a “dis-seminary” that is a model of 
education where qualified instructors 
travel to where the students live.  There 
are no “bricks and mortar” buildings 
except the local congregations where 
the courses have been held. The 
support of the congregations acting 
as hosts have been invaluable to the 
success of the School and has helped 
to keep the costs to the students to a 
minimum.  In the 7 years of operation, 
intensive courses have been held in 8 
parishes in 4 of the 5 regions of the di-
ocese.  There have been 16 instructors 
from all across Canada and 82 students 
have participated in their courses.

During this Sabbatical year, the 
School is experimenting with course 

Editorial

We have a potpourri of content this 
month, as we transition through 
summer to fall. Having had two 
months to gather material from 
around the diocese, The HighWay 
feels more like a newspaper. I have to 
give Archbishop  John the credit for 
encouraging Anglicans on his travels 
to send us news about what’s been 
happening in their parishes. What’s 
been happening in our lives is a bit 
different because of the wildfires. 
My prayer  is that by the time you 
read this paper we will have gotten 
through the worse of it. 

It’s easy to forget the pain of 
others in areas that are worse off 
because of the effects of global warm-
ing. Anglicans are always ready to 
help people in other countries who 
are suffering, but this is all very close 
to home, including the threats that 
are coming from the political arena.  
Nevertheless, every now and again 
we hear of “Good News” that brings 
hope for the future.

❑

By JoNN LAVINNDEr

The gospel we proclaim is be-
coming more relevant in the times in 
which we live. Nevertheless, we are 
seeing different forms of caring and 
love for humanity arising outside of 
religious institutions. One of these is 
being expressed by the “peace pole” 
that St Saviour’s, Nelson, will install 
in their church garden. 

In addition, there seems to be a lot 
of anniversaries taking place in the 
Diocese of Kootenay diocese, and we 
will hear of others before the year is 
finished. There are the beginnings of 
things and the endings of things. And 
one thing that is coming to an end 
is the Archbishop’s Alphabet. In this 
edition, we finally arrive at “Z” and I 
would never have guessed it would 
be “Ziggurat.” What Archbishop John 
plans for next month, he said,  “is a 
surprise.“

The other surprise was that KSM 
is going on sabbatical. However, the 
article about “Lay Ministry” and 
“Pathways” shows a possible new 
emphasis, at this time, in the 
diocese.

delivery in an on-line format, and 
is entering into discussions with 10 
other Dioceses in BC, Yukon, Alber-
ta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba. It 
may enter into a co-operative ven-
ture with other regions to provide 
education and formation for future 
Christian leaders beyond Koote-
nay.  Kootenay School of Ministry 
is committed to adapting to the 
future needs of our Church and to 
those who are called to both lay and 
ordained ministries in the coming 
years.  For up to date information on 
the School visit its website through 
the link on our Diocesan Website.

The burning bush

the latest in my series of liturgical 
arts – the Burning Bush – was com-
missioned by Rev. Patricia Horrobin 
and she worked closely with me on 
it. I also had the input from some oth-
er artist friends and my Jewish friends 
as well. It came together rather 
nicely over the course of a few weeks 
and was ready for Pentecost. It was 
installed in the foyer at St George’s 
in West Kelowna and will eventually 

be installed in Patricia’s home. In 
using a variety of supplies and tools, 
I was able to let the Spirit guide the 
progress. The knowledge required to 
create the text and the introduction 
of the shoes. I used a bit of “starry 
night” in honour of Van Gogh in the 
sky. The bronze paint lent itself nicely 
to the fiery flames. I left it unframed 
and I think that is best.

By SANDrA ANNE KESSLEr

❑
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CoGS WHEELS  

By rANDALL fAIrEy

Randall Fairey is a Delegate to 
the Council of General Synod 
and Prolocutor of the Eccle-
siastical Province of British 
Columbia & Yukon

on human  trafficking

At the June CoGS meeting an im-
portant and disturbing issue was 
introduced by Global Relations 
Director, Andrea Mann, on behalf of 
the Partners in Mission Committee 
of General Synod.  This concerned 
the subject of human trafficking and 
members of Council were alerted to 
this pervasive and heinous “industry” 
that is established in Canada and is 
part of world-wide criminal activity: 
A well-produced, albeit shocking 
video, is posted on the Anglican 
Church of Canada website and was 
shown as a consciousness-raising 
activity for CoGS and hopefully for 
Anglicans across Canada.  I urge all 
readers to view this video if they have 
the means; http://www.anglican.ca/
issues/human-trafficking. Primate 
Fred Hiltz offers compelling reasons 
why we as Christians should be both 
concerned, and prepare ourselves 
to insist that our Church and others 
take action.

Human trafficking comes in many 
abusive forms but the most serious 
is in the trafficking of young wom-
en, particularly for sexual purposes.  
CoGS heard from Ryan Weston, the 
recently appointed animator for 
Public Witness for Social and Ecolog-
ical Justice that the high risk groups 
being targeted for trafficking include 

women and girls across Canada, 
particularly if they are Indigenous, 
male and female street youth, youth-
in-care, and other individuals being 
exploited, not only in the sex trade, 
but also in domestic and agricultural 
labour markets, and in the restaurant 
and hotel industry. The need for the 
Federal Inquiry into Missing Indige-
nous Women and Girls is one of the 
consequences of unchecked human 
trafficking in Canada. While the 
Philippines are reported as the global 
epicenter of sex trafficking, the video 
dispels the myth that the problem is 
one of only foreign locations. Surpris-
ingly, Canada ranks third out of 60 
countries for hosting exploitative web 
sites, the purveying of illegal images 
and information, and for the on-line 
marketing of sexual services. 93 % of 
trafficking comes from within our 
borders and young, mainly Indige-
nous, girls and women, are targets of 
what is a multi-million dollar crimi-
nal business. It is estimated that the 
annual income in Canada is $280,000 
per individual trafficked. Recruit-
ment, luring and grooming of vulner-

able women and girls is occurring as 
you read — in malls, schools and by 
on-line perpetrators. It is shocking, 
criminal, and against everything we 
hold dear in Christian thinking and 
practice.

Led by the Archbishop of Can-
terbury, the Anglican Consultative 
Council has pledged to lead the Angli-
can Communion in cooperation with 
both the Orthodox Christian Church-
es, and the Roman Catholic Church, 
in a global effort to end human traf-
ficking.  In the Anglican Communion 
itself, the Anglican Alliance is at work 
to combat human trafficking and at 
the level of the Provinces. The Angli-
can Church of Canada has published 
strategies for empowering all church-
es, right down to the parish level, 
to be aware of and oppose human 
trafficking. (The Anglican Alliance is 
not to be confused with the Anglican 
Communion Alliance — a renamed 
organ of Anglican Essentials).  

The Rev. John Van Stone of St 
Paul’s, Kingston, presented CoGS with 
his personal experience combatting 
human trafficking in Canada. He 

included the “Ragdoll Prayer Project,” 
which is an initiative begun by An-
glican Renewal Ministries.  (ARM is a 
new organization out of Ottawa not 
funded by General Synod that serves 
Christians of all denominations) – 
one of its programs is fighting human 
trafficking.

CoGS passed an important resolu-
tion in support of the 2012 Anglican 
Consultative Council Resolution 15:10 
(The Trafficking of Persons) that urg-
es Provinces such as the ACC to:

n  Learn about and raise awareness of 
Canada’s and other countries’ 
involvement in trafficking

n  Identify resources available and 
activities being undertaken 
nationally in addressing the elimi-
nation of trafficking

n  Report findings to Provincial and 
Diocesan synods with a view to 
evaluating how churches can 
engage prophetically and develop 
local and regional strategies in 
response to trafficking

n  Promote and disseminate new and 
existing liturgical and theological 
materials relating to trafficking in 
persons as a resource for local 
churches.

The original resolution was from 
seven years ago and  CoGS members 
were impressed how unaware Canadi-
an Anglicans still remain. Among all 
the other serious issues facing Chris-
tians around the world and here in 
Canada, human trafficking deserves 
our attention and action. I believe 
when you take time to research the 
on-line and other materials about 
human trafficking, our baptismal 
promises “to strive for justice and 
peace among all people, and respect 
the dignity of every human being” will 
take on renewed urgent importance.

❑

Poster from Services Canada

http://www.anglican.ca/issues/human-trafficking
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Lay Ministry...  
is God calling you?   By PAMELA hArrIS 

& NANCy BrANCh

“Be shepherds of God’s 
flock that is under your 
care, watching over 
them—not because you 
must, but because you are 
willing, as God wants you 
to be.” (1 Peter 5:2, New 
International Version). 

“Then I heard the voice of 
the Lord saying, ‘Whom 
shall I send? And who 
will go for us?’ And I said, 
‘Here am I. Send me!’ ” 
(Isaiah 6:8, New Interna-
tional Version).  

How does one begin to talk about 
Lay Ministry and Lay Ministers in 
this Diocese? Lay Ministry is many 
things to many people. For some it 
is leading Morning Prayer in their 
congregation; for others it is taking 
Communion to Senior Care homes or 
doing home communion for someone 
who is sick or shut in; and for others 
still, it is leading healing prayer. In 
all cases, however, Lay Ministers and 
their ministry are extensions of the 
church. 

Lay Ministry is becoming more im-
portant as the people in our congre-
gations age and are less able to attend 
church. It is important to be able to 
bring the church to them. These are 
the people who built our church fam-
ilies and they need us to still honour 
them by seeing that they receive the 
sacraments of bread and wine. For 
many Lay Ministers, strong relation-
ships are formed with those to whom 
they bring the sacraments. The recip-
ients look forward to the service and 

the receiving of the sacraments that 
have been such an important part of 
their Christian life. 

Because of the variety of tasks 
that define Lay Ministry, the Bishop’s 
Committee on Ministry has been 
working to bring together all the 
different categories of Lay Ministry in 
order Lay Ministers receive a stan-
dard training. This has also resulted 
in the formation of a Lay Ministry 
Commission to help support Lay 
Ministers throughout the diocese. We 
are new, and just beginning to find 
our footing, but our goal is to help 
co-ordinate training sessions, provide 
a safe place to talk about ministry, 
and organize educational events and/
or retreats in the regions to bring ev-
eryone together. The members of the 
Commission are Pam Harris, Nancy 
Branch, Joanne Forsythe and Cather-
ine Ripley. 

So what is involved in becoming a 
Lay Minister? First is discerning a call 
to this ministry. That may be some-
one asking you to think about it, or 

that “still small voice” within calling 
you to look into Lay Ministry. To 
start the discernment process, go to 
the Diocesan web page PATHWAYS. 
http://kootenayanglicanpathways.
ca. This page has excellent resources 
and other information to start you on 
your way. Taking or having taken EfM 
(Education for Ministry) is helpful. 
Shadowing a Lay Minister is another 
way to see if this might be something 
you are called to do. The final deci-
sion is made by your parish priest. 
There is a course you will be required 
to take which has been designed to 
include all aspects of Lay Ministry. It 
is not a difficult course; there are no 
tests. 

Part of the Baptismal covenant en-
treats us to “seek and serve Christ in 
all persons, loving your neighbour as 
yourself ?” This is the role of the Lay 
Minister−to live out our Baptismal 
covenant by serving others.  

Pamela Harris and Nancy 
Branch are members of  the 
Diocesan Lay Ministry Com-
mission.  

❑

Diocesan web page PATHWAYS. http://kootenayanglicanpathways.ca

the Diocese of the Arctic wishes to 
thank all who have and continue to 
support Christian ministry within 
the North West territories, Nunavut 
and Nunavik. (Northern Quebec) 
Most recently so many helped re-
build our Cathedral and eliminate 
the debt. For financial and prayerful 
support, we are most grateful. 

During a recent sabbatical, my 
wife Rita and I read the history of 
those who came north in response to 
God’s call to go into the world with 
the good news of Jesus Christ. Histo-
ry reveals that the Southern Church 
was of one mind, heart and soul with 
Arctic missionaries. We held common 
Christian beliefs; beliefs that have 
strengthened and encouraged the 
Inuit and Indigenous people of the 
Arctic. We are so thankful to have our 
Cathedral rebuilt so that the message 
of hope continues to be proclaimed.

 A Cathedral is the house of the 
bishop’s chair. The bishop is not to 
stand on that chair to lord over the 
community, but reverently sit and 
ensure that the gospel truths, pre-
cepts and principles are faithfully and 
compassionately proclaimed. Inter-
estingly enough, although our Cathe-
dral St. Jude’s was destroyed by fire, 
the Cathedra (bishop’s chair) was not. 
Be assured that the Anglican Church 
of Canada and the Anglican Commu-
nion’s most northerly Cathedral, will 
be faithful to the gospel message that 

has been entrusted to us by our LORD 
Jesus Christ.

God willing the new St. Jude’s 
Cathedral will be consecrated on 
October the 1st. Please remember us 
in prayer and by God’s grace continue 
to support us.

Rt. Rev. David W Parsons
Bishop of the Arctic

Thank you  

❑

http://kootenayanglicanpathways.ca.
http://kootenayanglicanpathways.ca.
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All Saints Kimberly plants a tree in 
response to the Evangelical Lu-
theran Church of Canada’s call to 
plant trees in commemoration of 
the 500th anniversary of the Refor-
mation, A native blue spruce (which 
deer dislike) was planted on church 
property along Wallinger Avenue so 
the whole community can enjoy its 
beauty as it grows and flourishes. The 
congregation gathered after service 
on Aug 27 for the photographs. Thank 
you to parishioner Rebecca Ryan for 
taking the photos.

Submitted by Rev. Dr. Katherine 
Hough – Incumbent   

All Saints Kimberly Reformation Commemoration

New banner for St Michael & All Angels Balfour

August 27—All Saints Kimberly planted a blue spruce  in commemoration of the  
500th anniversary of the Reformation.

St Michael & All Angels Balfour
125th Anniversary Celebration

St Michael & All Angels, Balfour, cel-
ebrated their 125th Anniversary on 
Sunday September 3.  The commem-
orative service 
included the 
dedication of 
a new banner 
commissioned 
by the Bal-
four Women’s 
Church Guild. 
The banner 
was designed 
by Jonn 
Lavinnder and 
beautifully 
rendered by 
quilter, Elsie 
Gates. 

A luncheon 
at the Balfour 
Golf Club followed the commemora-
tive church service, which included 
a Power-point presentation of the 
history of St Michael’s. A brief History 
Booklet was also distributed. 

Mabel Stainton, who has attended 
the church since 1943, was there with 
her daughter Leah. Mable was bap-
tized at St Michael’s, attended  and 
taught Sunday school there, married 
and served in the Women’s Guild. She 
said, “the new banner was just like 

  Mable Stainton at the commemorative luncheon. Mable has 
attended St Michael & All Angels for 74 years.

the church in the old days when the 
trees and Kootenay Lake came almost 
up to the door.”

Colleen Hearne and her daughter 
Caitlin also attended. Canon Rev Jim 
Hearne, who passed away a few weeks 
before the celebration, had served at 
St Michael’s, off and on, since the 60s. 
He  identified himself as a vicar of 
Kokanee, which was the name of his 
column in The HighWay. 

Submitted by Jonn Lavinnder,  
photographs by Micahel Lavinnder 

❑

❑
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Around the diocese

On Easter Day, we tossed rose petals 
in procession and the children blew 
bubbles. God called a new parishio-
ner to baptism who, when asked if 
he wanted to be baptized, said “Let’s 
Rock and Roll”! 

A few weeks later, Jesus called 
three young people to baptism and 
our Messy Church community had its 
first baptism service! With permis-
sion from the Archbishop, we trans-
lated the adult vows into children’s 
language so they could make their 
own promises. The Messy Church 
community took the tradition of the 
white baptismal gown and made 
white t-shirts covered in messages of 
blessings and love for the candidates. 
We all wore pins that said “Beloved.” 
Godparents “Facetimed” in from 
South Africa and Toronto.  And there 
were balloons! 

We opened our parking lot (and 
our doors) to Kelowna’s small but 
mighty Incubator Farm Program 
that supports those testing a voca-
tion to farming. This partnership is 
creating a new kind of space, making 
connections between these farmers, 
the neighbourhood and local grocery 
stores…and even the church!

With the small and the hum-
ble,  the fruits of the earth , with the 
people and places through whom the 
Spirit is making new life…let’s Rock 
& Roll!
thanks be to God!

Submitted by Rev. Anne Privett 
Incumbent St Andrew’s, Mission

St Andrew’s, Mission  
Water and oil, vegetables and rock & roll

Kokanee parishioners join together for a picnic
three churches that comprise 
Kokanee parish St Saviour’s Nelson, 
St Michael & All Angels Balfour, and 
St Mark’s Kaslo joined together for a 
summer picnic in Vimy Park, Kaslo.

Photograph by Micahel Lavinnder.
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By JoNN LAVINNDEr

Paul Bunyan’s “Pilgrim’s Progress” 
and Dante’s “Divine Comedy” both 
are listed by Christian History Mag-
azine to be amongst the 25 Writings 
that changed the church and the 
world. However, in Dante’s case it might 
be subtitled “from Heaven to Hell and 
back again.” Dante writes from a Catholic 
perspective and Bunyan’s work is defi-
nitely from a Protestant viewpoint.

T.S. Elliot wrote, “Dante and Shake-
speare divide the modern world between 
them. There is no third.” But there was 
nothing about Dante Alighieri’s (1265-
1321) early life or background to suggest 
greatness, certainly not that he would 
write one of the world’s most important 
literary works.

The Divine Comedy is a poem, begun 
by Dante in 1308 and completed 1320, a 
year before his death in 1321. The poem’s 
imaginative vision of the afterlife is repre-
sentative of the medieval world-view as it 
had developed in the Western Church by 
the 14th century. It helped establish the 
Tuscan language, in which it is written, 
as the standardized Italian language. It is 
divided into three parts: Inferno, Purgato-
rio, and Paradiso.

On the surface, the poem describes 
Dante’s travels through Hell, Purgatory, 
and Paradise or Heaven; but at a deeper 
level, it represents, allegorically, the soul’s 
journey towards God. At this deeper level, 
Dante draws on medieval Christian theol-
ogy and philosophy, especially Thomistic 
philosophy — the Summa Theologica 
of Thomas Aquinas. Consequently, the 

“Divine Comedy” has been called “the 
Summa in verse.”

Written in the first person, the poem 
tells of Dante’s journey through the three 
realms of the dead, lasting from the night 
before Good Friday to the Wednesday 
after Easter in the spring of 1300. The 
Roman poet Virgil guides him through 
Hell and Purgatory; Beatrice, Dante’s ide-
al woman, guides him through Heaven. 
Beatrice was a Florentine woman whom 
he had met in childhood and admired 
from afar in the mode of the then-fash-
ionable courtly love tradition, which is 
highlighted in Dante’s earlier work “La 
Vita Nuova.”

There have been many versions trans-
lated in modern times including a poetic 
version of the  “inferno” by American 
Poet Laureate, Robert Pinski. Currently 
available on Amazon.com is The Divine 

Comedy: Inferno; Pur-
gatorio; Paradiso (in 
one volume) Hardcov-
er – by Dante Alighieri 
(Author), Peter Armour 
(Editor).

John Bunyan 
explores the Christian 
Journey in his “Pil-
grim’s Progress.” The 
full title of the work is 
“The Pilgrim’s Progress 
from this World to 
that which is to come, 
delivered under the 
similitude of a dream” 

and was written in 1678. 
Bunyan began his 

work while in the Bedfordshire county 
prison for violations of the Conventicle 
Act, which prohibited the holding of 
religious services outside the auspices of 
the established Church of England. Early 
Bunyan scholars such as John Brown be-
lieved “The Pilgrim’s Progress” was begun 
in Bunyan’s second, shorter imprison-
ment for six months in 1675, but more 
recent scholars such as Roger Sharrock 
believe that it was begun during Bunyan’s 
initial, more lengthy imprisonment from 
1660 to 1672 right after he had written his 
spiritual autobiography, “Grace Abound-
ing to the Chief of Sinners.”

The entire book is presented as a 
dream sequence narrated by an omni-
scient narrator. The allegory’s protago-
nist, Christian, is an everyman character, 
and the plot centres on his journey from 
his hometown, the “City of Destruction” 

(“this world”), to the “Celestial City” 
(“that which is to come”: Heaven) atop 
Mount Zion. Christian is weighed down 
by a great burden—the knowledge of 
his sin—which he believed came from 
his reading “the book in his hand” (the 
Bible). This burden, which would cause 
him to sink into Hell, is so unbearable 
that Christian must seek deliverance. He 
meets Evangelist as he is walking out in 
the fields, who directs him to the “Wicket 
Gate” for deliverance and so the journey 
continues…

The explicit Protestant theology of 
The Pilgrim’s Progress made it much 
more popular than its predecessors. 
Bunyan’s plain style breathes life into 
the abstractions of the anthropomor-
phized temptations and abstractions that 
Christian encounters and with whom 
he converses on his course to Heaven. 
Samuel Johnson said that “this is the 
great merit of the book, that the most 
cultivated man cannot find anything to 
praise more highly, and the child knows 
nothing more amusing.” Three years after 
its publication (1681), it was reprinted in 
colonial America, and was widely read in 
the Puritan colonies.  

There are many editions available on 
Amazon.com. 

Note: some information contained in this 
article was obtained from Wikipedia.com

The Christian Journey
Part 4 —25 Writings that changed the Church and the World 

Anglican Foundation 60th Anniversary

It has been a year to rejoice in six 
decades of “wonderful deeds.” 
These are words embedded in “I Will 
Give Thanks to the Lord,” the choral 
anthem composed in honour of the 
Anglican Foundation of Canada’s 60th 
anniversary. 

The anthem is one of many 
commemorative projects developed 
in honour of this milestone in the 
Foundation’s history. Established in 
1957 to ensure a generous flow of 
funding for infrastructure and minis-
try projects, the Foundation’s growing 
legacy of grants and bursaries have 
proved transformational in the lives 
of thousands of individuals, parishes, 
and faith communities.

Some of these stories have been 
brought together in a book: Imagine 
That: Dreams, Hopes, and Realities—
Celebrating 60 Years of the Anglican 
Foundation of Canada. “If you want to 
know how Canadian Anglicans have 
overcome challenges in pursuit of 
their dreams,” says Canon Judy Rois, 

Executive Director of the Foundation 
since 2011, “this book is filled with 
true stories of hope, imagination, and 
innovation.” 

Indeed innovation, particularly the 
need for artistic exploration and the 
sharing of new perspectives, was the 
driving force behind “(in)finite: spir-
itual conversations in cloth,” the free 
exhibition at Christ Church Cathedral 

in Vancouver, featuring a number of 
Indigenous and other textile artists 
and their explorations into the realm 
of the sacred. 

The special exhibition coincided 
with the Foundation’s official 60th 
anniversary launch on May 25 and 
drew more than 3,000 visitors. It also 
reinforced the present-day reality 
that the Foundation is about much 
more than “steeples and roofs” and 
is “branching out in support of really 
interesting things.”

Also part of this 60th anniver-
sary year has been the publication 
of “Children’s Prayers with Hope 
Bear,” an illustrated book featuring 
prayers for seminal moments in a 
child’s life, everything from starting 
school to dealing with grief and loss. 
Canon Rois says “helping children 
find words for their prayers” is an 
important next step in the “Hope 
Bear” ministry, which has gained in 
popularity as part of the Foundation’s 
“Kids Helping Kids” initiative. And 
there’s more! Click on “Anniversary” 
on the website and you’ll find a short 
video that highlights the diversity of 
ministries the Foundation supports 

across the country. There’s also now a 
beautiful neck tie and silk scarf avail-
able through the AFC store.

Canon Rois wants parishes and 
individuals to see the Foundation as 
a “powerful resource pool” that grows 
and deepens alongside a sense of 
collective responsibility for ministry. 
“The best way to make a big differ-
ence from coast to coast to coast is 
for every parish to give something to 
the Foundation every year.” 

What’s next for the Foundation? 
To continue inspiring generosity and 
creativity within healthy, vibrant faith 
communities from coast to coast to 
coast—generation after generation 
with the active engagement of all 
Canadian Anglicans.

It’s safe to say that helping to bring 
more ministry dreams to life will be 
job No. 1 for the Foundation for the 
foreseeable future—for the next sixty 
years at least. 
For more information or to order copies 
of any of the Foundation 60th anniver-
sary resources please visit anglican-
foundation.org/60th or call 416-924-
9199 ext. 244.

Submitted

The work of indigenous textile artists

❑

Dante’s Paradiso, Artist : William Blake
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By NISSA BASBAUM

Nissa Basbaum is the Dean of  
St Michael & All Angels Cathedral in 
Kelowna

In the first parish in which I served 
as an incumbent, there was an el-
derly parishioner who had recently 
arrived from the Caribbean to live 
closer to his son and daughter-in-
law. Not long after Claude began 
worshipping with us he approached 
my husband and me (we shared the 
priestly ministry at Incarnation) and 
asked if we would consider putting 
a new line in our budget called the 
Birthday Fund. He described the fund 
like this: each year, on the anniver-
sary of one’s birthday, parishioners 
might choose to make a donation to 
the church in remembrance of this 
anniversary. 

Claude regarded this donation as 
a means of giving thanks to God for 
another year of his life. He thought 
this small token might provide a way 
of helping others who perhaps were 

not in a position to be able to give 
thanks as readily as he could. Soon 
after he approached us, Robin and I 
did add a budget line and instituted 
the Birthday Fund. In fact, people 
were so responsive to the idea that we 
did the same thing in the next parish 
in which we served.

There are many reasons I re-
member Claude. For a long time, he 
stood out among us as the only black 
person in a sea of white. He also 
stood out as an 80-year-old man in a 
congregation whose average age was 
approximately 30. Amongst all the 
North Americans and perhaps a few 
English people in the parish, his fairly 
thick Caribbean accent was more 
than apparent. Yet the main reason I 
remember Claude, is because of his 
humble nature and his request for a 
Birthday Fund. Here was someone 
who recognized that he was alive for 
no other reason than God had chosen 
to give birth to him and, upon recog-
nizing this, he chose to acknowledge 
this in such a way that perhaps God 
would be able to give life to others, 
too.

Each year at this time, in church 
and in our culture, we celebrate 
Thanksgiving, or what was once 
known among Anglicans as Har-
vest Thanksgiving. We connect this 
celebration to the bounty that has 
come from the fields. As our society 
becomes more and more urban and 
less and less agrarian, it is difficult for 
many of us, particularly children now 

growing up, to connect with the kind 
of gratefulness for the harvest that 
our forbears knew so well. Because 
of this, it is often also too difficult 
to connect with the idea that in all 
things we are meant to give thanks 
because, as Claude understood so 
well, all things come from God, in-
cluding the very reality of our exis-
tence.

I have since had parishioners 
who, like Claude, exhibit an on-going 
gratefulness for each day that God 
gives them. One year, in response 
to something I wrote just before 
Thanksgiving, someone said this to 
me in an email: “Your letter made me 
start thinking of my own life and how 
I am so grateful for the gifts God has 
given to me as I approach my 92nd 
year next month. I think of the impact 
I have had on my wife and family, my 
co-workers, my friends, my social life, 
my church life, and all those who, in 
any way, have given me such hap-
piness over these many years. Even 
today, as I play golf by walking and 
playing as well as those much young-
er, I hear them talk about ‘the oldest 
guy in the club who is still playing so 
good.’ That is one of the times I do 
not miss an opportunity to praise and 
thank God for all the blessings He has 
given to me in my lifetime.”

I grew up in Montreal, at that 
time, the largest city in Canada. As 
far as I was concerned, my food came 
from the local grocery store; I’m 
sure I was not atypical of most large 

city dwellers in that I was oblivious 
to the source of its origins. Indeed, 
as embarrassing as it is to admit, it 
wasn’t until well into my adult years 
that I began to take any interest in 
food production, and it wasn’t until I 
became a priest that I started to con-
nect the dots between the food I ate 
and the farmers who produced it. As 
soon as I did so, however, I was better 
able to understand that whatever I 
am, and whatever I have or I do, is the 
product of who God has been, and 
continues to be, in my life and in the 
lives of others. No surprise, then, that 
the celebration of the harvest, still 
acknowledged in church, albeit some-
what differently than it once was, is 
the primary way for us to proclaim 
thanksgiving for our lives. Hailing 
back to the biblical “first fruits” in 
Deuteronomy, we recognize the 
distribution of the fruits of our labour 
as the most appropriate means of 
returning the blessing which we have 
already received. 

Claude’s request to have a Birthday 
Fund was certainly a reminder of the 
repeated pronouncement in scripture 
to share the wealth. Beyond this, how-
ever, his request is a reminder to all of 
us of not only what we are meant to 
do, but also of what God has already 
done; it prompts us to remember that 
thanksgiving is to be celebrated not 
once during the year but every wak-
ing moment of our lives.

First Fruits

❑
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Peace Pole  
Find the place where you  can be the change

By JEff DoNNELLy

❑

St. Saviour’s Nelson, invited the 
public to their dedication of the new 
“peace pole” to be installed in the 
garden next to the church on Satur-
day, September 23, at 11:00 am. 

      “May Peace Prevail on Earth”

This is a prayer that millions of 
people worldwide are praying every 
day. As many of us pray for peace 
within, there is the hope and prayer 
for peace in an outward and visible 
way through our words and actions, 
through our families and communi-
ties, through our civic government, 
through our national and world 
leaders, and in our international 
inter-faith partnerships. We all long 
for peace in a world torn by so much 
political, religious, economic and 
social strife.

The Peace Pole Project began 
in 1975 in Japan by Masahisa Goi, 
author of the Universal Message and 
Prayer, “May Peace Prevail On Earth,” 
and the founder of The World Peace 
Prayer Society. Since then, hundreds 
of thousands of peace poles have 
been dedicated in countries of all 
the continents of the world with 
the same message. A Peace Pole is a 

hand-crafted monument that displays 
the message and prayer, “May Peace 
Prevail on Earth” on each of its four or 
six sides, usually in different languag-
es that have a connection to the local 
community. These monuments serve 
as constant reminders for us to visu-
alize and pray for world peace.

Two years ago, Church Council set 
a goal to dedicate a peace pole for our 
community on our Ward Street side 
lawn by 2017. Thanks to the vision 

and generous commitment of our 
community partners, Cover Archi-
tecture and Spearhead, our vision 
has finally come to reality! Saturday, 
September 23, we will dedicate our 
peace pole, inscribed with the prayer 
for peace in eight languages: Sinixt, 
Ktunaxa, English, French, Russian, 
Italian, Chinese, and Hebrew. These 
languages were chosen to represent 
our heritage here in the Kootenays. 

Our hope is that our church 
garden will become a place of peace 
and meditation for all people in our 
community, with the peace pole as 
a central visible and outward sign of 
the spiritual grace of peace. 

“Peace Pole”  inscribed with the prayer for peace in eight languages: Sinixt, Ktunaxa, English, French, Russian, Italian,  
Chinese, and Hebrew. These languages were chosen to represent our heritage in the Kootenays. 



By yME WoENSDrEGt

This column has been written with the 
intention that it may be reprinted in local 
newspapers for the religion page.  
Yme will be writing a short article each 
month expressly with this purpose in 
mind. You are free to reproduce the article 
without prior approval. Drop us a line 
anyway... 
The Editor

❑

Love and community in action

Yme Woensdregt is the Dean of  
East Kootenay and Incumbent for 
Christ Church, Cranbrook.
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The Ven. Trevor Freeman is the 
Executive Archdeacon for the  
Diocese of Kootenay.     
The following article comes from 
his blog on “The Community.” 
http://thecommunity.anglican.ca/

By trEVor frEEMAN

Cake

❑

A friend recently told me a remark-
able story. She, her husband, and her 
two young sons were visiting Vancou-
ver several years ago and doing the 
tourist thing. They had been to Gas-
town, and now they were walking on 
the edge of the downtown eastside.

The downtown eastside is a hard 
place. Most of the residents are poor 
with thousands addicted to drugs 
and/or struggling with mental health 
issues. On any given day, you can 
walk past the alleys and see residents 
smoking crack or buying and selling 

a pharmacy of illicit drugs. On every 
street corner, you can witness sex 
workers ply their trade, or women 
selling their bodies to buy the drugs 
they crave. This area is notorious 
for the level of crime, homelessness, 
poverty, drug use and sex work. It is a 
hard place.

My friend was aware of this, and 
had decided to stay away from the 
area. Then they decided to visit the 
Vancouver Police Museum—but un-
less they wanted to make a very long 
detour and deal with two very cranky 
and tired young boys, they had to go 
through the downtown eastside to get 
there.

Off they went. They became 
hyper–alert as they started to make 
their way. They heard the sound of 
whispers ahead of them—“Children 
coming!” My friend became even 
more alert, wondering what they had 
gotten themselves into, wondering 
what kind of awful mistake they had 
made, wondering whether they would 
get out of this intact.

“Children coming!” Her head 
swiveled from side to side even more 
forcefully, alert to any danger which 
might present itself. She and her 
husband held one child each more 
firmly by the hand, determined to do 
whatever they must to avoid danger.

“Children coming!” To her amaze-
ment, those who were dealing drugs, 
or injecting drugs, put their drug 

paraphernalia away. Those engaging 
in illicit sexual activity stopped or 
moved elsewhere. The street people 
cleaned up their language a little bit. 
Drunks slid their bottles inside their 
coats. The residents of the downtown 
eastside made way for this family. 
There was an unspoken urgency to 
protect these children from the ugli-
ness of this slice of life.

When my friend told me this story, 
I could only marvel. I would not have 
thought to look for such a protective 
instinct on the mean streets of the 
downtown eastside. I lived on those 
streets for a weekend at the begin-
ning of my training for ministry. Forty 
years ago, those years looked tame 
compared to today, but even then 
they were horridly frightening to a 
naïve theology student from the safe 
suburbs.

I could only marvel that these very 
fragile people who lived on the edge 
of disaster could create a safe space 
for a moment. I could only marvel 
that these residents who lived daily 
with danger could make a cocoon of 
safety for this family to walk through. 
I could only marvel that these peo-
ple who suffered the apathy of their 
wealthier neighbours in Vancouver 
would be aware of the needs of a 
frightened, young, white family. I 
could only marvel that these people, 
whom we would pity or overlook, 
showed a sense of compassion which 

would put many of us to shame.
Then I began to wonder if multi–

billionaires would make time to be 
aware of children in their midst as 
they went about their daily round of 
making even more obscene amounts 
of profit at the expense of the poorest 
in our society. Children coming!

I began to wonder if the high and 
mighty and the powerful ones in our 
society would notice the children in 
our midst as they came, and make a 
safe cocoon for them to travel. Chil-
dren coming!

I began to wonder if the politicians 
who are entrusted with developing 
and implementing policy for all of us 
would notice the children whom they 
are charged to protect as they contin-
ue to bicker in their partisan one–up-
manship. Children coming!

Then I remembered Trump speak-
ing to the annual Boy Scout Jamboree 
in West Virginia in July. Children were 
present, and Trump wasn’t bothered 
by conscience or good judgment as 
he abused them with his self–promot-
ing political rhetoric.

I believe that the gospel, when 
stripped to its essence, is this: God is 
love. Full stop. The power of love was 
displayed for a moment, I think, on 
the streets of the downtown eastside.

“Let them eat cake!” Whether the 
words were ever spoken or not is 
almost irrelevant. The words became, 
and remain, a rallying cry that gath-
ers an angry mob to the gates of the 
palace. It’s a statement that stands for 
the callous indifference of the wealthy 
and powerful toward others less 
fortunate.

Of course, it comes out of a partic-
ular historical context which includes 
monarchies and royal families. The 
story goes that we are comfortably 
past the days of aristocracy and every 
person born in our country has the 
same opportunity to accrue wealth 
and comfort. Except, more and more, 
we know that’s not true. The family 
we’re born into and the community in 
which we’re raised will significantly 
shape the opportunities we have. 

This has probably always been 
true. In the days of aristocratic rule, 
we rationalised this by saying that 
there was a natural hierarchy in 
which everyone had their place. Some 
people just had a higher place than 
others.

The days in which we live are dif-
ferent only in the rationale that helps 
us justify the inequality of opportuni-

ty many of our neighbours face. The 
story we tell ourselves now is some 
version of the American myth of the 
self-made person. The myth usually 
goes something like this: Anyone can 
achieve wealth and success if they 
just work hard enough. 

I’m not feeling diplomatic today 
so I’m going to be blunt. This myth 
is patently ridiculous. It would be 
more accurate to say this: Anyone can 
make the most of what they have. 

Aside from not being very in-
spiring, this also hints that most of 
us have what we have because we 
received a certain level of wealth 
and support from our families and 
communities. The truth is that the 
wealthy are likely to stay wealthy 
and the poor are likely to stay poor. 
Whether we like it or not, this is not 
that far from the rigid class distinc-
tions of the aristocratic age. 

As long as we believe that every-
one can be rich and that everyone has 
the same opportunity there won’t be 

an angry mob gathering at the gates 
of the palace. As long as we believe 
the myth, we can blame the poor for 
their poverty. As long as we believe 
that myth, there will never be eco-
nomic justice.

For the record, I’m not suggesting 
that we light up the torches and grab 
the pitchforks. I’m also not suggest-
ing that we should dust off our old 
copies of Marx’s “Das Capital.” But it 
might be worth spending some time 
really reflecting on how Jesus talks 
about money and power. Or how the 
prophets and the psalms call for care 
of the orphan and widow. In fact, that 
reflection might be essential. 

Of course, we can choose not to do 
that reflection. Most of us will be able 
to comfortably worship and live with-
out doing that reflection. But, aside 
from the fact that we’ll be turning a 
blind eye to the poverty of our neigh-
bours, we’ll also be saying exactly 
what Marie Antoinette may have said 
many years ago. “Let them eat cake!”
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By the tiM CoMMIttEE
Happy Thanksgiving!

The new ministries, projects, and 
energy are not just a consequence of 
raising money. Raising money is ac-
tually a consequence of focusing on 
our faith and on how God is calling 
us to serve our communities. Obvi-
ously, all of us on the TiM Continuing 
Committee want to see money raised 
through the campaign. Much more 
than money, though, all of us on the 
committee want to see this diocese 
and its people grow in faith and 
mission.

The TiM Continuing Committee 
can see the ways our faith is growing 
and our mission is expanding. We’re 
grateful that Together in Mission has 
been part of that growth and grateful 
that so many people around the dio-
cese have worked so hard to support 
it. We hope that you are able to see 
how TiM has helped us grow in faith 
and that your parish or congregation 
can take a moment to celebrate and 
offer thanks for how Together in Mis-
sion has impacted our diocese. 

Almost every month over the last 
couple of years there has been an 
article in the HighWay focusing on 
together in Mission (tiM). Many of 
these articles have focused on parish 
projects and campaigns. Your own 
parish may even have been featured! 
While each of these articles had a 
different author, the Together in Mis-
sion Continuing Committee has been 
actively looking for people to share 
their TiM stories.

The TiM Continuing Committee is 
also the group that is working to keep 
the campaign in front of the diocese. 
One of our initiatives is celebrating an 
annual Together in Mission Sunday. 
Every year on Thanksgiving Sunday 
we want each parish to mark and cel-
ebrate the five-year campaign, which 
we began together back in 2014.

The theme we’re emphasizing 
this year is gratitude. Obviously, 
thanksgiving is a great time to talk 
about gratitude, but more than that, 
this campaign has started to make 
a real difference in the lives of par-
ishes and congregations around our 
diocese. New ministries and projects 
have emerged and new energy has 
emerged alongside them. This is a 
cause for much gratitude.

 

Christchurch Cranbrook calls a  
Lay Pastoral AssociateBy yME WoENSDrEGt 

Ed Saffin, Warden; Joyce Aasland, Warden; Deb Saffin, Lay Pastoral Associate;  
Yme Woensdregt ... we are holding the license from Archbishop John for Deb Saffin.

❑

It’s an exciting time at Christ 
Church, Cranbrook. We have realized 
part of our dreams from our Together 
in Mission Campaign (TiM). Begin-
ning September 1, Deb Saffin will 
begin working with us as our ¼–time 
Lay Pastoral Associate.

Church Committee approved this 
modification of our original TiM case. 
The Case originally called for a quar-
ter–time Associate Priest. We had ini-
tial conversation with a retired priest, 
but it didn’t bear fruit. Accordingly, 
we began thinking about a position 
which could be filled by a faithful and 
trained lay person. Archbishop John 
considered our plans and Deb’s skills, 
and agreed to license her for this 
three–year pilot project.

Deb is a faithful woman and 
member of Christ Church. She has 
been honing her knowledge and skills 
through the Education for Ministry 
program, as well as taking the cours-
es required for being a Licensed Lay 
Minister. She also brings incredible 
skills from her work experience. She 
will work with Yme Woensdregt as 
she undertakes a ministry of congre-

gational visitation, and developing 
a visiting ministry in our midst. She 
will also work closely with our Prayer 
Chain, and participate in the leader-
ship of worship as appropriate.

Christ Church is grateful for Deb’s 
vocation to this ministry, and we look 

forward with great anticipation to 
what this enhancement of our minis-
try will bring.

Christ Church has also developed 
a website through which we hope to 

reach out to the wider community. 
This attractive and well–designed 
website is a functional tool for high-
lighting our life together. You can find 
it at www.cranbrookanglican.ca. 

http://www.cranbrookanglican.ca
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