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Archbishop’s Alphabet

the HighWay

Dear Friends,

In the midst of our Sunday worship, 
between the sermon and the setting 
of the table, we engage in a familiar 
and thus often overlooked action in 
which the bread and wine are placed 
on the altar and the offertory plates 
are circulated among the gathered 
worshippers and presented before we 
continue with our worship.  Together, 
the bread and wine and gifts of mon-
ey make up the offertory but they are 
only a sign of a much deeper offering.  
One Sunday in July these gifts were 
presented and the prayer over the gifts 
was this:  O God, accept our praise and 
thanksgiving.  Help us in all that we do 
to offer ourselves as a true and living 
sacrifice; through Jesus Christ the Lord.  
Amen.  Those of you familiar with the 
Book of Common Prayer will hear the 
echo of the prayer after communion in 
that liturgy, “…and here we offer and 
present unto thee, O Lord, ourselves, 
our souls and bodies, to be a reason-
able, holy and living sacrifice unto thee.”  
Both of course are references to St 
Paul’s letter to the Romans:  
“I appeal to you therefore, brothers and 
sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and accept-
able to God, which is your spiritual worship.”  
(Romans 12:1)

With the offertory, we offer not only 
bread and wine, and not only our gifts 
of money, but our very lives. This liturgi-
cal offering is a symbol of the Christian 
call to offer the whole of our lives as a 
response in faith to the one offering of 
Jesus on the cross for the redemption of 
the world. A sacrificial offering is some-
times also called an “oblation.” I am 
often moved at the time of the offertory 
in our worship.  It is a moment when 
we are all actively engaged – either in 

placing our monetary gifts on the plate, 
or bringing bread and wine to the altar, 
or sharing in the prayer in which we 
give thanks for all the many ways that 
God has blessed us. I am also aware of 
the many personal gifts and sacrifices 
this represents. Each one gathered for 
worship offers their time in some form 
of Christian witness and service.  Each 
one has chosen to come to worship on 
a Sunday morning when there are so 
many other options.  Between Sundays 
each one lives out their Christian faith 
at home, at work, in the ministries of 
the church. Each one has decided to 
give a gift of money – placed on the 
offertory plate, given in other ways, but 
all placed on the altar as a sacred sign.  
In other parts of this paper this month 
you will see reports of the work of the 
Together in Mission Campaign. I am 
aware of how many people in our dio-
cese have made a commitment to TiM.  
I am aware of how many have made a 
sacrificial gift towards the present and 
future ministry of the diocese and I see 
signs of how these gifts have strength-
ened our mission and life as a church.  
From much needed improvements to 
our places of worship, to outreach pro-
grams to the hungry, to ministries for 
children and youth the gifts of our lives 
are a witness to the continuing pres-
ence and work of Christ in our world. 
For the generosity of so many I say 
“Thanks be to God” and “Thanks” to 
each of you for your faithful response.  
In addition to the ministries made 
possible by your gifts each week and 
through the TiM campaign, I have also 
noticed a huge blessing. In the process 
of responding to the question: “What is 
God calling us to do at this time in our 
life as a church?” we have been moving 

from a focus on ourselves to a focus 
on the mission beyond ourselves. As 
congregations considered the mission 
of God in reaching out to the world in 
Christ, we have been discovering our 
place in that mission. As a result I have 
seen again and again, a shift from a 
sense of discouragement because the 
church is aging, or declining or not 
what it was or … (you can finish the 
sentence) to a sense of hope because 
we have a mission and vision for our 
church. That is a gift beyond measure.  
It helps us learn again that in the words 
of St. Francis, “it is in giving that we receive; 
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and 
it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.”

In my view the offertory is not just 
a way to have a collection in church, 
but an extraordinary moment in which 
we respond in faith to what God has 
done in our lives. It is a moment in 
the worship when we recognize again 
the supreme self-offering of Jesus on 
the cross, when we recall God’s great 
love made known to us in Christ and 
through that love at work in us, we 
offer ourselves for that work in the 
world.  And we do it “through Christ, 
with Christ and in Christ, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit.” And thus our offer-
ing is made holy — our gifts are made 
holy — as we offer holy lives for God’s 
holy work.

Thank God and thank you,

                                       +John

is for Offertory  

By ARCHBISHOP 
JOHN E. PRIVETT

...it is in 
giving that we 
receive; it is 
in pardoning 
that we are 
pardoned; 
and it is in 
dying that we 
are born to 
eternal life.”

Prayer of  
St Francis

“
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By NISSA BASBAUM

Nissa Basbaum is the Dean of  
St Michael & All Angels Cathedral in 
Kelowna

When troubling times no  
longer trouble enough

❑

the first time I 
heard the news 
about the Orlan-
do nightclub kill-
ings was during 
the prayers at 
the cathedral’s 
8:00 am service 
on the morning 
after the event. 
I was grateful that 
the person doing 
the prayers that day 
had either seen or 
heard about this on 
radio, television or 
the Internet. While I 
usually keep abreast 
of what is happen-
ing in the world, on 
Sunday mornings I 
often forget to listen 
to the news before 
setting out for 
church. I was appre-
ciative that those 

affected by this horrific event had at least 
been remembered before God in prayer.

Like many priests, I have often found 
myself having to preach about violence 
and, beyond this, where the voice of God 
lies in the seemingly endless string of vio-
lence which has a way of shaking our very 
existence, let alone the faith we have in a 
loving and caring God who we continue to 
believe in and to proclaim in the face of so 
much tragedy. Try as I might — because it 
would be so much easier to do so — histor-
ically, I have rarely felt able to ignore these 
events in order to avoid preaching about 
them. As their impact reverberates around 
the world, I experience a profound sense 
of obligation to try to provide parishioners 
with some semblance of normalcy and 
goodness, some sense that there is more to 
life than simply the burden of destruction 
and pain. 

Lately, though, I have noticed a dis-
turbing change which, for me, began with 
the Orlando shootings. I was made most 
aware of this change following the June 29 
bombing and shootings in Istanbul, Turkey; 
the July 14 murders in Nice, France; and the 
July 22 killings in Munich, Germany. Instead 
of feeling the usual obligation to preach 
on any or all of these events, I was more 
aware of an unsettling lack of response on 
my part to each of them. It wasn’t so much 
that I was unaffected by what was happen-
ing in such a short time; rather, the rapid 
move from one violent act to another had 
produced my unresponsiveness. 

Instead of these events being the 
exception that proved the rule, they were 

becoming the rule, with the result that I 
had grown somewhat numb to their impact 
— a frightening realization. Because of 
their plunge into normalcy, these troubling 
times are no longer troubling enough. They 
have become commonplace, to the point 
that I am now mildly surprised if I turn on 
the radio in the morning and there have 
been no new reports of violence overnight.

The constant attack or even threat of 
attack to our bodies often has a way of 
seeping into and becoming a much more 
potent assault on our spirit, ultimately 
producing a malaise that has the capacity 
to be far more destructive than any original 
invasion of our system. I have witnessed 
this in people suffering from some form 
of long-term disease and, in particular, 
in those who suffer from a never-ending 
presence of pain. Not surprisingly, the only 
defence against the attack on their body 
seems to be a dampening of their spirit by 
which they hope they will no longer “feel” 
this pain. I cannot help but believe that 
this is how I have found myself coping with 
what has become an endless procession of 
tragic world news. 

Unaccustomed as I am to quote from 
the Letter to the Ephesians, filled as it 
is with seemingly unbridled and frankly 
overbearing references to the evil forces 
surrounding us and the need, therefore, to 
arm ourselves against these same forces, I 
am here reminded of the author’s words in 
verse six of chapter 12: “For our struggle is 
not against enemies of blood and flesh, but 
against the rulers, against the authorities, 
against the cosmic powers of this present 

darkness, against the spiritual forces 
of evil in the heavenly places.” More 
than an actual attack on me or on 
those around me, it is ultimately 
these intangible “forces” against my 
spirit that I have had to work hard at 
overcoming.

The word intentionality keeps 
surfacing when I consider the desen-
sitization that I am feeling. If I am to 
arm myself against this desensitiza-
tion, the one useful weapon in this 
regard might be a strong propensity 
for intentionality. As much as I have 
witnessed people with physical 
health problems trapped by the 
emotional impact of these same 
health issues, I have also witnessed 
others who have acted with inten-
tionality about they ways in which 
they will handle the situation in 
which they find themselves. Aston-
ishingly, their spirit remains strong 
even as their body is assaulted by 
disease and any resulting pain from 
this disease.

I can only pray that I, and 
others like me, are able to respond 
pro-actively and more intentionally 
when we encounter the continu-
al onslaught of violence to which 
our world is subjected. In this way, 
perhaps these troubling times will 
never stop troubling us.

Editorial

this Septem-
ber edition of 
the HighWay 
covers General 
Synod as well 
as a report on 
the progress of 
“together in 
Mission” in the 
diocese.

Archbishop John continues the 
theme of “Together in Mission” in his 
Alphabet on “O is for Offertory.”

We are pleased that Randall Fairey 
is  writing his column “CoGS Wheel” 
again, which this month covers the 
debate at General Synod concerning 
the “Marriage. Canon” Due to Ran-
dall becoming the chairperson of the 
Ecclesiastical Province of British Co-
lumbia & Yukon we will be receiving 
information from there as well.

You might find the PWRDF article 
somewhat familiar, as we published 
a shortened version of it in June. This 
month the full version is available, 
which brings more detail, including 
information regarding PWRDF fund-
raising in Kelowna . I’m also including 
a letter sent to the editor regarding 
Lawrence Mascarenhas’ article in the 
May edition of The HighWay.

Letter to the Editor

After reading the Rev. Lawrence 
Mascarenhas’ article “Standing up to 
Church Bullying” I feel compelled to 
respond.

I fully understand his reaction to 
“tirades” against religion and God, but 
he seems to be unable to react to such 
criticism by responding with logical 
arguments.

Paragraph two seems to be com-
pletely irrelevant to his argument, 
talking about blood sports, cock 
fighting, bull baiting etc. Surely, he is 
not equating criticism of the church as 
being analogous to those sports.

I do take exception to the term 
church bashing, which creates an 
image of physical violence. I do believe 
that he is responding to verbal disten-
tion, where he was unable to verbally 
defend his position.

❑

By JONN LAVINNDER
I also take exception to 

church-bashers being depicted 
as zero in history and a hundred 
in ignorance.  To use this argu-
ment, does him a disservice since 
after close to fifty year’s service in 
the ministry he should be able to 
differentiate between argument 
and ignorance. 

Finally, I do acknowledge 
that church or religion has done 
much good in the World, but also 
much evil has been promoted in 
the name of religion.

John Lucas
Westbank 



Page 4                                                                                                                                                                                                                   The HighWay September 2016

CoGS WHEELS  

By RANDALL FAIREY

At General Synod 
July 2016 in 
toronto I had 
the privilege of 
being elected 
once again to the 
Council of Gen-
eral Synod.  From 
2008 through July 
of 2013 I authored 
a series of articles, 
in this column, 
with the aim that 
Anglicans in the 
Diocese of Koo-
tenay would be 
kept apprised of 
events concerning 
their Ecclesiasti-
cal Province, and 
General Synod. It 
is my intention to 
resume writing 
these articles for 
the next trienni-
um and I hope 
they will be of 
interest and value 
in our mutual life 
in Christ.

General Synod in July was a tense 
meeting as we were finally debating a 
motion brought forward from the Syn-
od of 2013 to consider amending the 
Marriage Canon (Canon XXI) to permit 
the marriage of same-sex partners. 
Not surprisingly this was highly con-
troversial. Many Anglicans in Canada, 
loosely termed “conservatives,” believe 
same-gender unions to be against 
Scripture and a sinful action in the eyes 
of God. The existing Canon  describes 
a marriage as between a man and a 
woman; although, it does not define 
the word “marriage,” and therefore 
permits clergy to deny the solemniza-
tion of marriage in the church to any 
couple whom they deem unsuitable, 
or for which there are legal and other 
constraints.

CoGS 2013-2016 was charged with 
crafting the motion that appeared 
at General Synod 2016. It formed an 
expert Commission on the Marriage 

Canon, which produced a Report enti-
tled “This Holy Estate,” available on the 
national church website.  Archbishop 
Privett was a member of this commis-
sion which did a thorough theological, 
legal and pastoral analysis of the issue.  
Motion A051-R2 at GS 2016 incorporat-
ed amendments, which declared that 
Canon XXI applies to all persons “who 
are duly qualified by civil law to enter 
into marriage,” and removed language 
referring to a man and woman; sub-
stituted “parties to the marriage,” and 
provided language for an opting-in 
clause. Originally, A051 had presented 
opting-out clauses for dioceses, parish-
es, and congregations.  One is remind-
ed that same-sex marriage became 
legal in civil law in Canada in July 2005, 
the fourth country in the world to do 
so, and the first outside of Europe.

Motion A051 was the touchpoint on 
the issue and was emotionally and vig-
orously debated on both sides. I believe 

❑

A ballot box declared “Ask us Any-
thing” and was intended to answer 
questions about faith and spirituality, 
faith and sexuality.  Many youths came 
to ask questions, check out the table 
or receive a free hug.  Volunteers who 

“The Jesus Table” at Rotary Park, Cranbrook

Randall Fairey is a Delegate to 
the Council of General Synod 
and Prolocutor of the Eccle-
siastical Province of British 
Columbia & Yukon

The motions of General Synod
that the key action during the debate 
was that the opting out clauses were 
amended to substitute an “opting-in” 
clause, which states that a minister 
may only solemnize a same-gender 
marriage with the permission of the 
diocesan bishop. This was pivotal as 
it encouraged conservative bishops to 
pass the resolution whereas in Feb-
ruary of 2016 the Canadian House of 
Bishops declared they believed they 
could not reach the threshold of two 
thirds (66.66%) of the vote to pass.

As you know by now, the resolution 
passed with the demanding threshold 
reached in each Order of Bishops, Cler-
gy and Laity, notwithstanding a dra-
matic turn of events in the voting itself.  
Initially the resolution was declared 
lost, passing in the Orders of Bishops 
and Laity but missing one Clergy vote 
sufficient to push it over the thresh-
old. Later a counting error was found 
which added a single positive clergy 
vote and the motion passed. The result 
was a roller-coaster of emotions on 
both sides of the questions.  Somewhat 
forgotten is the point that the resolu-
tion only passed First Reading and will 
not change the Canon until Second 
Reading is passed at General Synod 
2019 in Vancouver. That said, several 
Diocesan Bishops have already autho-
rized same-gender marriages in the 
spirit of the passing of A051.

Sadly our beloved church and 
Ecclesiastical Province is now quite 
divided, and we need to pray for recon-
ciliation and understanding as we seek 
to further the Kingdom of God going 
forward.

Photograph of General Synod Executive by Saskia Rowley

Saturday May 
28, Rotary Park, 
Cranbrook 
was the scene 
for Cranbrook 
Pride.  the An-
glican Churches 
of Cranbrook 
and Fernie par-
ticipated with a 
Pride and Spir-
ituality table, 
which became 
known affec-
tionately as “the 
Jesus table.” 

The table was decked out with 
rainbow streamers as well as decorated 
with signs such as “God Loves You,” 
“God’s promise is a rainbow,”  “Jesus 
Loves You,” and more. 

‘The Jesus Table’ at Cranbrook Pride
By ANDREA BRENNAN

The Rev’d Andrea Brennan, is 
the Incumbent of 
Christ Church, Fernie

staffed the table wandered through Ro-
tary Park providing free hugs to anyone 
in need and had many takers.

The Rev. Yme Woensdregt, Incum-
bent of Christ Church, Cranbrook 
offered prayers to begin the festivities, 
quoting former New Hampshire Bishop 
Gene Robinson.  

There were draws through the day, 
face-painting, food and clothing ven-
dors, as well as Anchors.  The Health 
Unit was present for HIV/AIDS test-
ing. There were lots of fun activities, 
including hula hoop demonstrations 
and Zumba. An impromptu dance 
party proved to be a great deal of fun 
as youth from Cranbrook and area, 
covered in rainbow colours or paints 
showed what Pride is all about.

While this was only the second year 
there has been a Spirituality table, 
there was a lot of interest in the table; 
in discussing faith. Plans are already 
underway for next year’s pride festivi-
ties.  Thanks be to God. ❑



The HighWay September 2016                                                                                                                                                                                                                     Page 5

General Synod 2016

❑

the General 
Synod 2016 
delegates from 
Kootenay were 
Archbishop 
John Privett,  Ms. 
Helen Hall,  Dean 
Nissa Basbaum,  
Archdeacon 
trevor Free-
man,  Dr. Ran-
dall Fairey, and 
Ms. Kayla Fish.   
their individual 
reflections and 
impressions 
follow: 

Randall Fairey
This was my 

fourth General Syn-
od and easily the 
most emotional and 
tense. It was very 
much more than 
the vote to amend 
the Marriage Canon 
to permit same-sex 
marriages, but that 
issue coloured the 
Synod from the 
outset. There were 
presentations from 
invited guests such 
as the Bishops of 
Cuba and Brazil, a 
passionate speech 
from the Presid-
ing Bishop of the 
Episcopal Church, 
and richly informa-
tive programs from 
PWRDF, Anglican 
Foundation, and 
the Companions of 
Jerusalem.  Dean 
Ken Gray of  
St. Paul’s Cathedral, 
Kamloops delivered 
a challenging talk 
on how, as stewards 
of God’s creation, 
we should be paying 
urgent attention 
through managing, 
and divesting where 
possible, our church 
holdings in the 
fossil fuel industry. 

For some this was very controversial. A full 
day was spent on National Indigenous Min-
istries, and for me, an unsettling picture 
with much work still to be done regard-
ing the Goals and Objectives of National 
Indigenous Ministry, as Canadian Indige-
nous Anglicans seek self-determination, 
authority and jurisdiction. The challenging 
proposal of a Confederation of Indigenous 
Peoples in the ACC, sometimes referred to 
incorrectly as a “Fifth Province,” I thought 
was presented prematurely.  It is evident 
to me that a great deal of work lies ahead 
permitting Indigenous Anglicans to remain 
under the pastoral care and episcopal 
authority of their current dioceses, yet also 
bear allegiance to this new concept. 

After leaving Toronto, the most diffi-
cult issue is to repair the obvious disunity 
demonstrated as several “conservative “ 
dioceses left in anger and hurt from the 
Synod – all our prayers and energies will be 
needed for healing our beloved Church.

trevor Freeman
It is difficult to sum up General Synod 

2016 in a few short words. The five days of 
meetings contained an incredible variety of 
presentations, conversations, prayer, sing-
ing, worship, fellowship, and community. 
Having never been to any General Synod, I 
travelled to Richmond Hill with very little 
idea of what to expect. I knew that we were 
facing a challenging conversation and my 
mind’s eye was focused on the question 
of marriage equality and what that might 
look like in our church. My first reaction 
upon sitting among the delegates as a 
whole group, however, was to be humbled 
by the collective wisdom of our church. I 
am not a person without strong opinions 
but suddenly my little perspective seemed 
very small relative to the great depth and 
variety present in this one large room. 

Over the course of the next 5 days we 
heard a great many things from each other. 
There were words of hope and encourage-
ment. There were words of hurt and anger. 
There was, in every moment, a deep and 
abiding care for this small church in which 
all of us have found a home. I learned a 
great deal about the various issues, pro-
grams, and opportunities facing the Angli-
can Church of Canada. What I can say now, 
with the benefit of a few weeks to reflect, 
is that I am deeply grateful to have experi-
enced the depth and breadth of our church 
over the course of these 5 very intense 

days. We are all truly blessed to be part of a 
community with such an incredible variety 
of gifts and perspectives.

Nissa Basbaum
This was my second time as a delegate 

to General Synod. Three years ago I was 
somewhat overwhelmed by the experience. 
This time around, I felt more comfortable 
with the process and more at home among 
all the people; at times, I was left with a 
genuine sense of pleasure and pride at 
being part of the Anglican Church and, in 
particular, the Anglican Church of Canada. 

One thing that had a major impact 
on me was the video entitled “You Are 
My Witnesses,” produced by the national 
church’s Anglican Video. The stories strung 
together in this video had me (and others) 
in tears. What I was most aware of was that 
its content – more than the content of a lot 
of other things that we often find ourselves 
embroiled in – described for me what 
is important and worthwhile about the 
Church. (The film is available on YouTube 
under its title and is well-worth searching 
out and watching.)

I was relieved at the final outcome of 
the vote on the Marriage Canon but not 
elated. Neither on Monday night when it 
had seemingly not passed nor on Tuesday 
afternoon when the error in the voting was 
discovered, did I feel any sense of peace. 
On Monday night, I was numb; on Tuesday 
afternoon, I was left feeling uncomfortable 
with how it had all unfolded. What I will 
say, however, is that the worship provided 
a helpful way to wend through the ups and 
downs of the synod. I was grateful for the 
thoughtfulness that had obviously gone 
into its preparation and execution.

Helen Hall
This was my first General Synod and 

from the very beginning it was a journey 
of hopes and fears, ups and downs. When 
I was asked if I’d like to put my name for-
ward, I agreed but only with a great lump 
in my throat. I knew the marriage canon 
would be on the agenda, I knew it would be 
controversial, but I did say — out loud to 
other people — that no matter the out-
come it would be a privilege to be a part of 
this process.

Toronto is a big city, it has great big 
highways — many lanes — our Highway 97 
is nothing compared to this. Lanes on top 
of lanes. Can you imagine going from Arm-

strong to the middle of Toronto with 
all that hustle and bustle? Traffic 
buzzing by, horns honking. Well, this 
is a little bit what it was like to go 
from our little church committee to 
general synod.  So much happening, 
daily offices, worship services, table 
groups, diocesan groups, neighbour-
hood groups. Speakers from many 
different organizations. 

All this happened at a time when 
the world saw terrible tragedies, 
this was not long after the massacre 
at the nightclub in Florida, a man 
shot by police in Louisiana, police 
officers shot in Dallas, Paris was in 
turmoil, and fighting in Turkey with 
takeovers, and on and on.

It was a great privilege to hear 
great people speak: our own primate 
Fred Hiltz, TEC’s Most Reverend  
Michael Curry, the Most Reverend 
Griselda Delgado del Carpio of Cuba, 
Bishop Mark McDonald, Willard 
Metzger of the Mennonite Church 
of Canada, Tina Keeper who spoke 
eloquently on the behalf of First 
Nations’ Peoples, and more. 

We have all heard on the news 
and read in blogs and newsletters 
about “The Question”, but this 
Synod was much more than that. 
Certainly there were issues that 
needed to be addressed, positions 
that needed to be filled — the busi-
ness of the institution — but also it 
was an opportunity to connect with 
other Anglicans from coast to coast 
to coast.  We have so many similar-
ities — a shared faith — a shared 
hope — a shared Love. And some 
differences. 

There was no winning side in 
this issue, there was no losing side. 
We all felt pain, sorrow and anguish. 
There were tears shed. And yet, it 
was indeed a privilege to be there.

Archbishop John
You will have read a great deal 

about General Synod in the media, 
both secular and religious for the 
contributions of our delegates to 
this column and you will have seen 
my Summer Pastoral Letter that 
came out immediately following 
the Synod. I would only add that 
the agenda was full and demanding 
for the delegates, the procedures 
were at times sloppy and frustrating 
and the emotional demands heavy.  
Through it all the worship sustained 
many of us and the prayers of people 
from around the country meant a 
great deal to us. Our diocese will be 
considering the matter of the Mar-
riage Canon at our next synod and I 
commend the report of the Commis-
sion on the “Marriage Canon — This 
Holy Estate.” I particularly want to 
thank each of our delegates for their 
contribution to the General Synod, 
for their insights, their prayers and 
their good humour.  I was so grateful 
for our Diocesan delegates for their 
faithfulness and their gift of time.  
I know too, that they are happy to 
be available to regions and con-
gregations who would like to have 
them share more of the work of our 
General Synod.

Some of our delegates seated at General Synod with two delegates of the Diocese of 
Moosonee.  Our delegates in the photo are: Kayla Fish, Helen Hall, Trevor Freeman 
and Nissa Basbaum.

Ph
ot

og
ra

ph
 b

y J
oh

n 
E.

 P
riv

et
t 

http://home.mennonitechurch.ca/staff/wmetzger
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2 Years of:  
“Together in Mission”

Submitted by the
“Together in Mission” 
Continuing Committee

After two years 
of active cam-
paigning and 
four years of 
work we have 
reached 76% of 
our “together in 
Mission” (tiM) 
campaign goal! 
Around the dio-
cese congrega-
tions are seeing 
the benefit from 
the funds they’ve 
raised together. 
The diocese is see-
ing the benefit too! 

The diocesan 
“Case for Support” 
has been structured 
in four pieces. 

There’s support for, a Faith Formation 
Fund, a Creative Ministry Fund, Camp 
Owaissi and the Kootenay School of Minis-
try. Brand new to our diocese are The Faith 
Formation Fund and Creative Ministry 
Fund. They are both designed to provide 
seed and support money for new ministries 
in congregations around the diocese. The 
Faith Formation Fund is set up to help 
us develop a better understanding of our 
spiritual lives and the of deepening those 
lives. The Creative Ministry Fund is exactly 
what it sounds like! It’s there to support 
new and creative ministries whose time 
has come, but who need a little help getting 
started. Both funds are now growing as 
your donations are being received. The 
funds committed to Camp Owaissi and the 
Kootenay School of Ministry are already 
making a difference by being directed into 
programming. Camp Owaissi has installed 
a new water treatment system depending 
on the TiM funds to complete that proj-
ect. Owaissi is also excited to explore the 

possibility of a new staff position, as those 
funds continue to be made available. The 
Kootenay School of Ministry is an inno-
vative program that looks forward to the 
future needs of our church. The funds 
arriving from TiM are helping us continue 
to offer very high quality courses across 
the diocese. They also provide the finan-
cial support to allow for essential staff and 
leadership. 

It’s thanks to you that we’ve come this 
far. Small dioceses like ours depend on 
the human capital of our congregations. 
We don’t have large paid staffs who can 
shepherd this work and so we turn to our 
volunteers. Nothing of what we’ve done 
together in the last two years would have 
been remotely possible without the army 
of volunteers who’ve committed time 
and talent to Together in Mission. Every 
participating congregation has a team 
of people who’ve volunteered to develop 
a Case of Support, to visit, and to offer 
leadership. At the diocesan level there have 

been dozens of volunteers who have put in 
countless hours; from the development of 
materials to campaign planning; and from 
pledge administration to financial reviews; 
and countless other tasks. It is thanks to 
these people that our campaign continues 
to grow.

After two years we have made huge 
progress. But we’re not done yet! By the 
time you read this article, a giant birth-
day card for TiM’s second birthday will be 
making its way around the diocese.  Watch 
for an opportunity to sign the card wishing 
TiM a Happy Birthday and much growth 
in the remaining three years of the cam-
paign.  We will also celebrate TiM Sunday 
on October 9th, as a reminder that thanks-
giving and generosity go hand in hand. Our 
life together needs our continued faithful 
stewardship. Together in Mission remains 
one of the ways we can live out our steward-
ship in the time and place to which we’ve 
been called.  

By Yme Woensdregt
We began to talk 
about the possi-
bility of a stew-
ardship campaign 
in our Diocese 
before our Dioce-
san Synod in 2012. 
There had been no 
such campaign for 
many years. Was 
this the right time? 
Was God calling us 
to think together 
about encourag-
ing a more faith-
ful stewardship 
among our people?

After vigor-
ous debate at the 
Diocesan Synod in 
2012, we agreed to 
conduct a feasibil-
ity study. Martha 

Asselin of M&M International travelled 
across our diocese, interviewing some 
85 people in every region and most of 
the parishes of our Diocese.

We discerned that we were ready 
to mount a successful campaign in the 
diocese. Diocesan Council agreed with 
our recommendation and established 
a Campaign Committee of fifteen busy 
people who worked very hard to devel-
op our “Case for Support,” and designed 
ways to communicate with the Diocese, 
with regions, and with all parishes and 
congregations.

We held a Clergy Day in May 2014 to 
build support among the clergy lead-
ership in the Diocese. We talked about 
what the Case for Support entailed, and 
helped each other understand the im-
portance of the campaign not only for 
the Diocese, but also for each congre-
gation. Again, there was some vigorous 
discussion about Together in Mission.

The Campaign Committee agreed to 
set a total goal of $2.2 million. The first 
$200,000 would pay for the costs of the 
campaign—a necessary expense.

We agreed that 50% of the funds 
would remain in each congregation, 
to be used for its own Case. This gave 
congregations an opportunity to think 
about the mission given to them by 
God, and to raise funds to further that 
mission. Each congregation dreamed 
differently. Some saw an opportunity to 
upgrade their building. Others sought 
to reach out into the community in 
creative ways. Still others took the op-
portunity to enhance their ministry in a 
variety of ways.

The next 40% of the funds were 
allocated to Diocesan programs. We 
remembered our history for innovation, 
creativity and faithfulness, and includ-
ed funds for the Kootenay School of 
Ministry, Camp Owaissi, faith forma-

❑

tion, and innovative experimental 
and creative ministry. It is an exciting 
vision which seeks to reach out into the 
future with trust and hope.

A final 10% of the funds—a tithe—
was allocated to support theological 
training in the Council of the North.

As of early July, we have raised a 
total of $1,672,638, which represents 
76% of our goal. And we haven’t even 
finished two years of our five year 
campaign!  So far, we  have about $1.5 
million more dollars for ministry than 
we had before the campaign began. We 
are also helping our people understand 
that faithful and generous steward-
ship is an important part of the life of 
followers of Jesus Christ. I trust that 
faithful Anglicans across our Diocese 
will continue to be generous and faith-
ful, as they follow Jesus and further the 
ministry given to us all by God.

At Christ Church, 
Cranbrook, we 
set ourselves a 
very ambitious 
goal – almost 
60% above our 
original tiM 
goal. Our logic 
was sound…
we thought. 

By Allan Davis Stage 2—Where do we go from here?
Allan Davis is the Campaign 
Chair, Christ Church,  
Cranbrook

Consulting with our  parish members 
extensively and discovering what 
they wanted led us to set a significant 
“stretch” to our goal. Launching Octo-
ber 19, 2014 after receiving approval 
for the new goal, we worked hard. To 
date, we’ve fallen short of our original 
goal. Revision was a necessity and as 
disappointing as that was, it served as 
a reminder that “wishes and horses” 
aren’t the same. 

In the short time since the conclu-
sion of our initial canvassing stage, 
we have been sharply reminded of the 
correctness of our expressed need to 

plan for the future. I dare say that will 
refocus some of us to try even harder to 
raise our pledging. A second reality is 
that, as much as we hoped TiM pledges  
wouldn’t impact our  regular giving, we 
know they have and we’re coping with 
that. What is clear is that in spite of 
missing our stretch goal ( for now?), we 
need to forge ahead with a part of the 
work we had identified as important.  
So we have begun work on our OUT-
REACH and COMMUNICATION case 
– launching a website. Over the Spring 
a subcommittee met and mapped out 
the way forward with a local company 
for development of the website and it 

is our hope to launch it in early Fall. 
It is pleasing to see some of our work 
going forward in accordance with the 
parish’s expressed wishes and it is our 
hope that this too will spur further 
understanding and recognition of 
the value of the case  and the need to 
participate in funding it. As I said in 
my word to the congregation at “Kick 
Off Sunday” – we are capable of fearless 
generosity. Nelson Mandela said once, 
“It always seems impossible, until it is 
done.” Every journey begins the same 
way – with a single step. It is possible. 
We will get it done.

—A Case for Support 

❑
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After the demoli-
tion of the Parish 
Hall, our original 
goal was  a two 
- phase project 
with St. Michael’s 
House as phase 1 
and construction 
of a new parish 
hall as phase 2. 
Soon after the 
completion of St. 
Michael’s House, 
we realized we 
needed to consid-
er more economi-
cal and ecological 
ways of realizing 
our  vision. 

Having identi-
fied our “dream,” 

this would become our TiM project.  
The project plan was to renovate the 
chancel and front end of the nave so 
the Cathedral interior could become 
multipurpose.  Moveable furnishings in 

The Cathedral Church of  
St Michael and All Angels TiM Project 

A Cahergoran tradesperson patiently applies another layer of plaster.  
Did you know that horse hair was an important ingredient in the under coat? 

this redesigned space would allow us to 
gather for both worship and fellowship.  
Overall, the project would maintain the 
integrity of the Cathedral’s tradition, 
while also creating a space for parish 

gatherings, concerts and other 
suitable events.

We were aware that if we were 
to proceed with this dream, long 
standing concrete issues would 
have to be addressed.  We were 
fortunate to find Caherogan En-
terprises, trades people trained 
to repair concrete according to 
the Standards and Guidelines for 
Conservation of Historic Places. 

As everyone knows reno-
vations always bring the un-
expected and ours has been 
no exception. Each stage has 
presented challenges, but fortu-
nately patience and ingenuity has 
overcome these situations.  The 
photograph shows the work in 
progress this past summer.

“Outreach & 
Reaching Out, 
Spiritual Life 
and Develop-
ment and Fresh 
Expressions of 
Church “ are the 
focus areas of St 
Andrew’s, Kelow-
na, tiM Vision 
2020. These areas 
are interconnect-
ed and rooted in 
our Eucharistic 
worship. We 
remain in awe of 
the work of the 
Holy Spirit and 
the generosity 
of parishioners! 
The gifts of time, 
talent, trust and 
prayer are im-
measurable and 
we exceeded our 
fundraising goal 
by 144%.

Parish sur-
veys, new event 
signage, a new 
website and 
facebook page set 
St Andrew’s on 
its way to im-
proving commu-
nication within 
and outside the 
parish. Next was 
“Saints, Spirits 
and Pioneers,” 
family friendly 
Halloween tour 
of the Cemetery 
where costumed 
and candy-lad-
en parishioners 

St Andrew’s, Vision 2020, Sunday & Beyond

taught the stories of the Mission area in 
Kelowna and acknowledged First Na-
tions Territory! We have welcomed new 
families to “Messy Church,” Sunday 
services and have seen growth in our 
Christmas and Easter services. “Dinner 
for 8” built community on St Andrew’s 
Day. “Paddle and a Prayer” is taking 
church outside and on to the lake. 

Our Heritage Church is finding new 
life in this century and has hosted pri-
vate and public retreats and quiet days, 
mediation groups, study programs and 
an intimate Christmas Morning ser-
vice. To ensure a missional presence, 
and preserve our heritage, we made a 
successful application to the City for a 
financial grant to contribute towards 
the cost of painting and new gutters.

We continue with gratitude, hope 
and a Vision to, “ignite a passion to live 
abundantly in our congregations and 
parishes”.

Paddle & a Prayer

During the summer, St Andrew’s hit 
the lake to learn about prayer and 
paddling.

Most non- motorized water sports 
(paddling of any sort, swimming etc.) 
require us to learn a steady rhythm 
that builds strength and endurance. 
So it is with prayer. A rhythm of 
prayer is critically important to our 
lives of faith because we are in it for 
the long haul not the short sprint! The 
paddling group started by remember-
ing Thomas Cranmer’s intent in the 
Book of Common Prayer: he modified 
the monastic offices so that every 
Anglican could have a rhythm of daily 
prayer and therein access to the deep, 
sustaining spiritual life usually asso-
ciated with a monastery. From there 
we explored meditating with the 
paddle stroke (two-word mantras for 
the double-sided kayak paddle), Lectio 
Divina (listening to scripture before 
we set out and praying the word or 
phrase that spoke to us as we paddle), 
reflecting on buoyancy and the gift 
of grace in our lives. We start each 
early morning with the words of the 
psalmist: “My soul waits for the Lord more 
than watchmen for the morning, more than 
watchmen for the morning” (130:6).

Paddle and a Prayer welcomes 
anyone who likes to do both… at  
6:30 am in the morning! We meet at 
Sarsons Beach in Kelowna. Please 
bring your boat. This is weather 
dependent, especially as we head 
into the fall, so if you are interested 
in paddling and praying, please email 
the office to get on the mailing list:  
administration@standrewskelowna.ca

St Stephen’s is a small worship-
ing community located in New 
Denver on beautiful Slocan 
Lake.

 At the start of the TiM cam-
paign, the congregation dreamed 
of having a kitchen where they 
could wash dishes rather than 
packing them home to wash. Al-
though there was a kitchen in 
their church basement, there 
was no hot water and the sink 
drained to a pit rather than to a 
septic tank, so large volumes of 
water could not be released from 
the sink. It was not clear how 
much work and expense would 
be needed to fix the problem, 
and the congregation had hesi-
tated to begin the project. Once 
St Stephen’s launched their TiM 
campaign with their assigned 
goal of $4,500, they quickly met 
their goal! As TiM funds arrived 
in their community, they ar-
ranged to have hot water piped 
into the basement as well as 
improvement made to the sink 
drainage. A new cupboard/draw-
er unit under the sink and new 
tiled backsplash were also in-
stalled. Now they are able to host 
a lunch after the monthly joint 
service with St Mark’s, Nakusp 
and no one has to take the dishes 
home. The quilt group from the 
wider community meets regular-
ly in the church basement and is 
able to enjoy refreshments eas-
ily. Taking on the TiM challenge 
has improved life at St Stephen’s!

TiM success at  
St Stephen’s, 
New Denver

Heritage Church hosting retreats and 
quiet days of meditation. 

❑

By Anne Privett
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Certified Spiritual Director’s Course
By   
MARCELLA MUGFORD

Have you ever 
done a silent 
directed 8 day 
retreat?  
This is what those 
who completed 
their 3 year course 
on Spiritual Direc-
tion had to do.

Three years ago 
a small group of 
four people who 
had expressed a 
desire to increase 
their skills and 
knowledge in the 
art of Spiritual Di-
rection met with 
Brooke Mitchell.  
She offered a three 
year course in 
Spiritual Direc-
tion. By the end 
of the course, two 
people graduated.  
One member, who 
continues to give 
Spiritual Direc-
tion, dropped 
out of the course 

because of time constraints,  and one 
member died.  

You may be wondering what 
Spiritual Direction is?  The following 
quotation may help.  “We define Chris-
tian spiritual direction as help given 
by one Christian to another which 
enables that person to pay attention 
to God’s personal communication to 
him or her, to respond to this person-
ally communicating God, to grow in 
intimacy with this God, and to live out 
the consequences of the relationship.” 
The Practice of Spiritual Direction, by Barry 
and Connolly (page 8).

As part of this course, we looked at 
some of the history of Spiritual Direc-
tion, and discovered that there are 
records of this happening before the 

Mike Stuchbery and Marcella Mugford after receiving their graduation certificates 
from Bishop John following our retreat in Sorrento.  Photograph by Brooke Mitchell 

❑

By MICHAEL KARABELAS

the triennial 
Gathering of the 
Association for 
Episcopal Dea-
cons was held 
in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota from 
June 16 to June 
20 this year.  
The Association is 
open to deacons 
in Canada, the 
United Stages, 
Mexico, Puerto 
Rico, the Domini-
can Republic and 
parts of Europe. 
Several thousand 
deacons exercise 
their ministry in 
those jurisdic-
tions. 

The Rev. Heather Karabelas serves as deacon at 
St. Mary’s parish in East Kelowna.

International award   
Every third year the Asso-

ciation holds its convention to 
share diaconal ministries and 
challenges with one another. 
A joyful event at each conven-
tion is the presentation of the 
Stephen Award. This award is 
named in honour of St. Stephen 
the first martyr and deacon of 
the church. It is given to a small 
number of deacons in “recogni-
tion of Diaconal Ministry in the 
tradition of Stephen.” This year 
Heather Karabelas was among 
the 25 deacons who received 
the Award. The only other 
deacon from Canada to be so 
honoured at this year’s conven-
tion was from Newfoundland. 
Also in attendance from Koo-
tenay was Archdeacon Chris 
Ross who received the Award 
in 1999.

Heather’s Award reads: 
“Having demonstrated a deep 
commitment to the special 
ministry of servanthood fol-

lowing in the practice of St. Stephen, 
according to tradition the first deacon 
appointed by the Apostles to serve 
tables in Jerusalem, by making Christ’s 
redemptive love known through your 
word and example, to those among 
whom you live and work.”

“Heather has served three con-
gregations in Kelowna bringing her 
organizational skills and passion for 
the needs of the community to each 
one. She gave strong leadership at our 
Cathedral in establishing a food minis-
try for the neighbourhood, in our city 
as a volunteer and chairperson for a 
city-wide service to the homeless called 
“Inn from the Cold” and has promoted 
and led our diocese in the national/in-
ternational work of relief and develop-
ment. Heather’s dedication, passion for 
diaconal ministry and challenge to the 
church to keep the needs of the world 
in focus for over ten years has been a 
strong witness to both our church and 
to the community.”

❑

presented     

Christian era. The practice was much 
more common in the early church, es-
pecially by the Desert Mothers and Fa-
thers. With the declaration that Christi-
anity was to be the religion of the state 
by Caesar Augustus, and the growing 
masculine dominance in western 
culture, the number of desert mystics 
decreased, and consequently, the prac-
tice of sharing one’s spiritual journey 
with another almost disappeared. It 
remained a common discipline in con-
vents, but not among the rest of society.  
This practice is being rediscovered and 
its value is being recognized. 

Mystics, such as  John of the Cross, 
Ignatius of Loyola, Teresa of Ávila, and 
Julian of Norwich wrote of their spiri-
tual journeys.  From these writings, we 

have a better idea of the spiritual path 
many people discover. 

We also looked at the writings of 
some modern spiritual leaders; such 
as, Thomas Merton, William Connolly, 
William Barry, and Desmond Tutu.

There are many ways of praying.  
The ways that are most effective for us 
depend on where we are in our journey, 
our personality type, and other events 
in our lives. Sometimes we need to try 
several ways before we find the one 
that suits us best at this particular time 
in our lives, or development as Chris-
tians.  

As part of the course, we had oppor-
tunities to examine how we functioned 
as a Spiritual Director, and discussed 
how we might better assist the peo-
ple we are journeying with. We were 
encouraged to integrate our learnings 
with our practice.

Learning the art of Spiritual Direc-
tion is a lifelong experience for those 
who are called to this ministry. The 
course is over, but learning continues.

If you would like to know more 
about Spiritual Direction please con-
tact any of the Spiritual Directors listed 
on our diocesan web site. Or you may 
know another Spiritual Director in the 
area who can answer your questions. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Teresa_of_%C3%81vila
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Delegates at PWRDF Workshop in Cranbrook: Karen Pidcock (left), Suzanne Rumsey 
on the microphone.

PWRDF Workshops    
By RUTH BUENTING  
& KAREN PIDCOCK

two PWRDF 
workshops for 
both the west-
ern diocese at 
St. Andrew’s 
in the Mission, 
Kelowna on 
April 28 and 
April 30, at 
Christ Church, 
Cranbrook were 
organized by 
Heather Kare-
belas and Jackie 
Leach, featuring 
Suzanne Runsey, 
Public Engage-
ment Program 
Coordinator, 
from the na-
tional Primate’s 
World Relief and 
Development 
Fund office in 
toronto. After 
introducing 
Suzanne, Arch-
bishop John 
thanked those of 
us in the dioce-
san community 
who support the 
work of PWRDF 
quietly and 
faithfully in our 
congregations in 
partnership with 
so many others 
in the world, 
then opened 
with prayer...
using the sung 
taize Gloria, 
and Easter 
Litany. 

 With Food 
Security as the 
over-reaching 
theme, Suzanne 
began by encour-
aging us to discov-
er with another 
person our person-
al experiences with 
food in our lives, 
then share our 
stories, and plant 
a bean in pots 
to take home as 
tangible symbols 
of food growing. 
The theme of 
“Food Securi-
ty” was stressed. 

Indeed, the world has enough food to 
feed everyone. However, that food needs 
to be shared so that everyone has enough 
to eat!

A 15 minute PowerPoint, “What 
is PWRDF” (just one of many others 
available to all of us for downloading 
for free from www.pwrdf.org) was 
viewed, reminding us of the roots of 
the Primate’s Fund, with the response 
to the 1958 Springhill Mining Disaster, 
originally PWRF, now including  devel-
opment (the D in PWRDF).  It provided 
an overview of all the current major 
PWRDF programs including the “Fred 
Says” initiative. In these programs we 
find ourselves “loving our neighbour as 
ourselves”. Making sure that everyone 
has enough to eat or “Food Security” 
has been a big emphasis of the national 
PWRDF. Working with the Canadian 
government, a very significant 5 year 
matching programme agreement made 
last year with GAC — Global Affairs 
Canada in E. Africa will reach more 
than 3.5 million re maternal and child 
health.

Although the national PWRDF staff 
in Toronto is a modest one of eighteen 
people, it “partners up” with local peo-
ple wherever relief and development 
is needed. Furthermore, in Canada, 
PWRDF has Parish Representatives in 
nearly every Anglican congregation 
who not only inform parishioners of 
the work of PWRDF with partners in 
development work and responding ec-
umenically to inter-
national disasters, 
but also engage in 
fundraising activi-
ties for PWRDF.  

Suzanne men-
tioned that many 
partnerships have 
been ongoing for 
more than 20 years, 
when a concern 
was voiced about 
how healing work 
can be sustained, 
especially for the 

children affected by AIDS, war, and 
refugee realities, citing that the work re 
international women’s rights begun in 
the mid-2000s in Chihuahua, Mexico 
continues from the seeds planted by 
PWRDF. 

We considered the roles we can play 
in our congregations as parish reps 
or simply advocates for PWRDF work 
to keep before us all the importance 
of our regular donations, so that the 
fund is able to plan development work 
with partners & respond immediately 
to disasters. Educating each Anglican 
is primary, and the most accessible 
source of current information is www.
pwrdf.org   Eight video shorts focussed 
on food security are already available 
on the website to tell the story of the 
significant differences being made by 
our funding projects. Materials for our 
parishes can be ordered online at any 
time, but an annual resource mailing 
( for which parishes can place orders) 
occurs in the early fall. This will shift to 
the spring in 2017.

Suzanne clarified that donations 
can be made either directly to the 
national office (particularly when 
we want to donate to urgent disaster 
relief) or through our congregations, 
which are forwarded to the diocese.  
Both ways will credit the diocese from 
which the donation comes. Sugges-
tions for supporting PWRDF as parish 
reps were shared.  Caesar Chavez once 
admonished the way to involve people 

in important endeavors:  “First 
you talk to one person, then you 
talk to another!”

After lunch, Suzanne inter-
viewed local persons re their 
experiences as parish reps of 
encouraging and supporting the 
PWRDF mission in our world, 
followed by all the other partici-
pants dialoguing in 2s and 3s re 
ideas the interviews may have 
generated, e.g. Sundays when 
the focus of the homily and the 
prayers are on PWRDF; a par-
ish PWRDF-dedicated bulletin 
board;  fund-raising through 
“Lentil Lunches” or Shrove Tues-
day Pancake supper donations; 
a “Coffee Cup” campaign during 
Lent in 2015 when parishioners 
were asked to put the money 
they’d  spend on coffee for a 
week in paper coffee cups rais-
ing $1135.00 for goats for HIV 
patients in Tanzania in the “Kids 
Rock” program. Other fundrais-
ers shared were “Christmas in 
July” (purchasing gifts in “Gifts 
for Mission”) as well as making 
jam in “Let’s Jam” which have 
been good sources of revenue for 
PWRDF from the Cathedral in 
Kelowna.

Finally, we heard how PWRDF 
works as a member of other coa-
litions such as CFGB (Canadian 
Foodgrains Bank, present focus 
on “Good Soil”), KAIROS, ACT 
(Action by Churches Together Al-
liance), CCIC (Canadian Council 
on International Cooperation), 
and the Canadian Council for 
Refugees.

These equipping, inspiring 
days closed with a Thanksgiving 
Service of Encouragement and 
Hope, led by our bishop, when 
we affirmed our commitment to 
the mission of PWRDF, offering 
ourselves as diocesan representa-
tives, supporters and advocates 
for the ministry of the PWRDF. 
As St. Paul writes, “So let’s not 
get tired of doing what is good. 
At just the right time we will 
reap a harvest of blessing....”  
(Galations 6:9, NLT)

❑

http://www.pwrdf.org/
http://www.pwrdf.org/
http://www.pwrdf.org/
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About 30 people 
gathered for 
a community 
dinner in Nelson 
on June 21, Na-
tional Aboriginal 
Day, to ponder 
Canada’s truth 
and Reconcilia-
tion (tRC) final 
report and come 
up with some 
ideas for action.

The dinner, 
held at the Nelson 
United Church, 
was hosted by 
the Rev. Jeff 
Donnelly, pastor 
of St Saviour’s 
Pro-Cathedral 
and organized by 
KAIROS.

“The Anglican 
Church of Canada 
has a long history 
of association 
with KAIROS 
and its commit-

Youths graduation acknowledged

Calling all youth across BC 
from grade 8 to 25 years old! 
The British Columbia and Yukon 
Anglican Youth Movement (BCY-
AYM) will be having their annual 
Fall Conference in Victoria at St. 

George the Martyr, Cadboro Bay. This 
year’s theme is “Being a Christian in To-
day’s World.” Different leaders from the 
community will be leading theme ses-
sions over the course of the weekend. 
The weekend will be full of fun, friend-
ship and faith! The event will be from 

Friday, October 7 – Monday October 10 
(Thanksgiving long weekend). Transpor-
tation will be available from many plac-
es across the province and is included in 
the registration fee. Registration before 
the early bird deadline – September 18 – 
is $150, and after that it is $180. The cost 
includes accommodation, transporta-
tion, meals, theme sessions, activities, 
and much more! Bursaries are available 
through BCYAYM before September 
25. If you have any questions about the 
weekend, want more information or 
want to download the registration form 
check out our website at www.bcyaym.
com or contact one of our registrars at 
bcyaym@gmail.com. 

Two youngsters who attended 
Sunday School at St. John’s An-
glican Church in Salmon Arm 
returned on June 12 for a spe-
cial ceremony to acknowledge 
their grade 12 graduation from 
Salmon Arm Senior Second-
ary School in June. From left: 
MaryJane Hearl, Bishop James 
Cowan, incumbent, and Alexis 
Golat. James Turgeon-O’Brien 
was not there, but his mother 

and sister attended.
Bishop James gave thanks for their work 
in school, and prayed blessings on the 
future lives of the three.
After the service on Sun., June 12, 2016 
a special cake with three names was 
served in a decorated hall.  

St John’s Salmon Arm

❑

Learn by listening
Ecumenical pondering on the Truth & Reconciliation calls to action

ment to Indigenous Rights,” observed 
Archbishop Fred Hiltz on March 19 in 
a speech at Her Majesty’s Royal Chap-
el of the Mohawks, Six Nations of the 
Grand River. The TRC contains 94 calls 
to action in its final report, and the 
Nelson group managed to look at a few 
of them. Among them were, by catego-
ry: Justice, Education, Language and 
Culture, Child Welfare, Church Apol-
ogies and Reconciliation, Canada and 
the 2007 United Nations Declaration on 

By SANDRA HARTLINE

the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
(UNDRIP). 

Declaration #48 of the TRC’s 
Calls to Action has been ad-
dressed by Archbishop Hiltz on 
behalf of the Anglican Church 
of Canada, echoing its call for 
First Nations self-determination 
and a commitment to education 
against racism.

One Nelson participant said, 
“We need to respect inherent 

Indigenous rights, especially the rights 
to land and resources,” citing develop-
ment issues and the Site C Dam con-
struction on the Peace River. “On the 
one hand, we are supposedly talking 
about reconciliation with First Nations, 
and on the other hand, dam construc-
tion is going ahead.”
Other suggestions made during the 
event:
“Street theatre on National Aboriginal 
Day!” 
“Recognize First Nations sovereignty,”
 “Learn more about the Church’s role 
in residential schools. Let’s invite First 
Nations speakers to come and tell us 
about their experiences in workshops 
and seminars. Let’s encourage local 
schools such as Selkirk College to 
include information on the history and 
impact of residential schools, and to 
look for more appropriate solutions to 
family healing. What about community 
partnerships?”

“Let’s learn by listening. Let’s invite 
First Nations speakers to tell us their 
stories. What would they like us to do? 
How can we best help?”

❑

Participants pondering truth & reconciliation at St Saviour’s, Nelson.

Photograph by Jeff Donnelley

By SALLY SCALES

Photograph by Janet Walton

mailto:bcyaym@gmail.com


By YME WOENSDREGT

This column has 
been written with 
the intention 
that it may be 
reprinted in local 
newspapers for 
the religion page.  
Yme will be 
writing a short 
article each 
month expressly 
with this purpose 
in mind. You are 
free to reproduce 
the article without 
prior approval. 
Drop us a line 
anyway... 
The Editor

❑

Faith is a way of seeing

Yme Woensdregt is the Dean of  
East Kootenay and Incumbent for 
Christ Church, Cranbrook.
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OWAISSI: “Unplugged and Unforgettable” 
By PAM WILSON

What an awe-
some summer 
it was with all 
camps full to 
the brim!  Camp 
Owaissi was burst-
ing at the seams 
with fun, friends, 
laughter, worship, 
stories in scrip-
ture, crafts, games, 
songs, music and 
memories.  For the 
first time in many 
years the camper 
numbers rose to 
near capacity.  A 
dream comes true!  

A dream that 
is the result of the 
board of directors 
remaining fo-
cused to deliver an 
excellent camping 
experience for all 
children and youth 
in attendance, in-
cluding those who 
provide leadership 
for the campers. 

The clergy, delivering faith-based curric-
ular and the board focused intentionally 
on creating excellent programs, with well 
qualified staff contributing immensely to 
the popularity of the camp and the increase 
in camper numbers.  It is through all the 
many facets of camp, from operations to 
programing, from property management to 
maintenance, from staffing to training, and 
from communication to marketing that the 
board has paid particular attention to best 
practices for the nurture, development and 
safety of children, youth and staff at camp.  
This summer the board received a great 
gift of an abundance of enthusiastic staff 
and campers!  Thanks be to God! 

Camp is a place where volunteer 
assistance is most welcome.  There are a 
number of opportunities to lend a hand all 
of which are listed on the website (www.
campoac.com).  One of this year’s volun-
teers, a ‘camp dad’ says the following about 
his experience taking part in the Camp 
Owaissi Community.

“The experience was incredible.  I 
volunteered in June with the Mar Jok grade 
6 classes, and again last week, for a total 
of 8 days at camp.  The kids are kept busy 
with activities from sunrise to sunset, and 
even beyond.  There are some nighttime 
activities that the staff organize which is 
a complete surprise to the campers, and 
which the kids seem to love.  Unlike having 
the kids at home during the summer break, 
I did not hear a single person complain “I’m 
bored...there is nothing to do!”  From arts 
and crafts, to swimming, hiking, canoe-
ing, kayaking, soccer, skits, water balloon 
surprises, archery, slip-and-slide, baseball, 
...an almost endless list of activities.  Lots 
of waterfront activities, including a daily 
polar bear swim and free swim in the after-
noon when it is hottest outside is popular 
with both the kids and the staff.  I hadn’t 
been to camp since I was child in the early 
1980s, but attending as a parent volunteer 
at Camp Owaissi was probably as refresh-
ing for myself as it was for my kids.  I was 
definitely sad to leave camp on Friday after-
noon when the week was over.  My 12-year-

old son, who being a child often 
tends to take things for granted, 
gave me a hug and thanked me for 
signing him up for camp.  I know for 
certain that camp must be a positive 
experience!”  Stéphane Charette, 
father of 4, volunteer, “camp dad.”

Some upcoming Owaissi events 
to keep an eye out for:

1.      Walk Owaissi September 
11, 2016 all details and pledge 
forms will be available on the 
website. (www.campoac.com)

2.    Annual General Meeting 
is scheduled for a Sunday in No-
vember please consult the web-
site for the details of date, time 
and location.  We look forward 
to sharing with you first hand all 
that the board is up to for Camp.  
Come and See us!

The board is most grateful for 
all support from Owaissi volun-
teers and members of Kootenay 
Diocese who give of their time, 
talents and treasures. It takes a 
family, a village, a community, 
as the saying goes, to transform 
lives.  Thank you! 

A few months 
ago, I saw a 
framed print; in 
beautiful callig-
raphy it read, 
“We see things 
not as they are, 
but as we are.” 
The quotation 
was credited to 
H. M. Tomlinson 
(1873–1958), a 
British journalist 
and essayist, but 
it actually comes 
from the Talmud, 
a huge collection 
of commentary 
written by thou-
sands of ancient 
rabbis who were 
commenting on 
the Torah (the 

first five books of the Old Testament).
It reminds me of those pictures 

where you can see two different images 
depending on how you look at it. Many 
times, you can only see one image un-
less someone else points the other im-
age out. Even after we recognize both 
images are there, it is impossible to see 
both at the same time. Studies have 
shown that the eye can only process 
one pathway of information at a time. 
Usually, what we see is determined by 
what we expect to see.

Studies also show that we can learn 
to see in different ways. When we 
have seen both images in one of those 
pictures, we can choose which image 
we will see at any given time after that, 
even though nothing in the picture it-
self changes as we flip from one image 
to the other.

William Bausch, echoing the Tal-
mud, writes that “Learning to see is the 
key, for you see what you are.” I think 
this is a useful way of talking about 
faith.

Rabbi Harold Kushner writes that 
“Religion is not primarily a set of be-
liefs, a collection of prayers, or a series 
of rituals. Religion is first and foremost 
a way of seeing. It can’t change the 
facts about the world we live in, but it 
can change the way we see those facts, 
and that in itself can often make a huge 
difference.”

One of my favourite Christian sing-
er/songwriters is Ken Medema. This 

blind man sings a lot about seeing. One 
of his songs sings about “Sunday and 
Monday eyes”:

“Monday eyes see practical necessi-
ty, building the economy, the killing of 
the enemy, the guarding of our ethnic 
purity, protecting the Great Society, 
giving the world democracy even if it 
means killing and torturing to do so. 
Monday morning minds create the 
policies of sovereign states, talk of good 
and thrive on hate, and God help you 
if you deviate for fear that you might 
create confusion, which we cannot 
tolerate.

“Sunday eyes can see the world in 
a whole new light: making real the 
weakness that the strong despise, and 
the wisdom which confounds the wise. 
Sunday light exposes lies, cuts the 
monsters of our Monday world down 
to size, sees the tears which the suf-
fering cry and shuns the power which 
money buys. Sunday morning minds 
are free to love the enemy, dream a new 
community, see a new reality.

“Monday morning eyes can see the 
things they think are good for me and 
Monday morning eyes go rushing head-
long across the way, across the road, 
not caring who they trample on and 
Sunday morning eyes can view the man 
who stands beside the road, the lonely 
woman, the frightened child, the hope-
less one who has no one to tend him or 
her. Sunday morning eyes will not let 

me go on until something I have 
done will make a difference.

“Monday morning eyes will 
see that things must be done 
efficiently, and if it is not quickly 
done, then Monday morning eyes 
will soon be gone. Sunday morn-
ing eyes will take time to search 
the road, and find the hopeless 
one, restore the rhyme and rea-
son of life no matter how much 
time it takes, for heaven’s sake.”

As followers of Jesus, our 
vision is transformed by compas-
sion and grace. Christian people 
seek to see the world from the 
perspective of Jesus. When we 
see differently, we seek to live 
differently in the world.

3rd–century theologian, Ori-
gen of Alexandria once remarked 
that “holiness is seeing with 
the eyes of Christ.” 20th–centu-
ry Roman Catholic theologian 
Teilhard de Chardin said with 
great passion that his mission as 
a Christian thinker was to help 
people see.

Faith is a way of seeing. May 
your perspective on life be re-
newed so that you might learn to 
see with Sunday morning eyes of 
compassion, grace and love.

http://www.campoac.com/
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Jennifer Sirges grew up at  
All Saints, Vernon, and is now a 
member of St Andrew’s Parish 
in Trail. She is on the Sorrento 
Centre Board of Directors.   

By JENNIFER SIRGES

SORRENTO  
A holy place of welcome

myself, when I can speak and hear dif-
ficult words, when I can bare my heart 
as well as my feet, when I can receive 
graciously, and give generously in re-
turn. Whether to a congregation, com-
munity or in conversation, a sense of 
authentic welcome begins God’s work.  
Fully welcomed, we are fully human, 
and can begin to learn / grow / ask /
share / love / heal / give … or whatever 
else we need to do.   This is why, at its 
simplest and most essential, Sorrento 
Centre is a holy place of welcome.  

Sorrento welcomes the familiar, as 
old friends are welcomed back year 
after year.  Sorrento welcomes the 
affiliated: new guests from many faith 
traditions come together, their shared 
Creator linking new relationships.   
Sorrento is a refuge for the foreigner, 
offering welcome to diverse groups 
who do not profess to be seeking the 
spiritual, yet many of whom perceive a 
present sanctity.

And what of the doormat welcome 
that pauses at a threshold?  Not so sar-
donic as may first appear.  Family may 
be loved but abusive members should 
not pass.  Those who discredit mem-
bership need not attend.  Foreigners 
are welcome in our country but are ex-
pected to keep it Canadian.  Likewise, 
Sorrento welcomes the familiar, the 
affiliated, and the foreign, considering 
always the vision of God at the heart of 
the place, this holy place of welcome.

Last month I 
shared with you 
five ‘essential em-
bers’ of Sorrento 
Centre, and one 
in particular has 
been tickling my 
muse:  It is the 
word “welcome,” 
a concept at the 
very heart of 
Sorrento.   How, 
and whom, do we 
welcome?  And, is 
feeling welcome 

as simple as being wished it?
Some thoughts on the how’s and 
whom’s:
n  “Welcome Home!” reads the ban-

ner greeting a teenager after a 
12-week exchange trip.  We 
embrace those who are familiar, 
known and loved, and are return-
ing to us after separation.  This 
welcome is deeply personal and 
heartfelt.

n   “Welcome to our service,” say 
Sunday greeters, proffering hymn-
book and bulletin.  We welcome 
with hospitality those with whom 
we are affiliated, even if they are 

unknown to us personally.  
Shared membership is enough: 
won’t you come in?

n  “Welcome to Canada!” we pro-
claim as refugees enter our coun-
try.  We welcome with generosity 
those we know to be estranged 
from their home, feeling empa-
thy for their newness, and treat-
ing them with kindness. This is a 
welcome of shared humanity, 
compassion and justice.

n   And then there’s the “Welcome” 
on the doormat beneath my feet, 
as I knock on a stranger’s door.  
We welcome new connections 
with polite caution… yet reserv-
ing the right to stay on our own 
side of the threshold. (Hmm.)
Beyond being received comes the 

separate sense of feeling welcome.  For 
me, it is not the “Hello My Name Is” 
nametag or the chocolate on my pillow 
that makes me feel welcome. (And it’s 
definitely NOT being asked to stand up 
in my pew and introduce myself – head 
for the door!)  I feel welcome when I 
can ask for what I need or can find it 
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