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Dear Friends,

there were too many options for the 
letter “P” this month – I considered 
prayer, promises, pastoral, priest and 
people.  In the end I chose a topic 
that I believe is important for me to 
highlight at this time in our history - 
“prophecy”.

We hear a lot in the scriptures 
about prophets and prophecy.  A whole 
section of the Old Testament (often 
now called the Hebrew Scriptures) is 
dedicated to the writing of the proph-
ets.  When Jesus began his ministry 
many thought that he was a prophet.  
When he came to his home town of 
Nazareth and taught in the synagogue 
those who heard him took offence at 
him.  He said to them, “Prophets are 
not without honour except in their 
own country and in their own house.” 
(Matthew 13: 54-58)  Despite our famil-
iarity with their presence, these figures 
are often misunderstood — in their 
own time and in our times. In context 
they were often figures who stood 
apart from the people in authority or 
even from the culture in which they 
lived and were able to bring a word 
of God into their historical moment. 
They will often start their declarations 
with the phrase, “Thus says the Lord.” 
In some strands of contemporary 
thought, however, prophets have been 
characterized as gifted people who can 
predict the future. As a result there are 
some individuals and even Christian 
traditions who scour the scriptures for 
clues about the future. A close reading 
of the Bible, however, reveals that the 
prophets, rather than predicting the 
future, and sometimes at great risk to 

themselves, challenged the existing 
social order with a word of warning or 
judgement from God. Prophecy in the 
Biblical tradition can be understood as 
“...that understanding of history which 
accepts meaning only in terms of divine 
concern, divine purpose, divine partici-
pation.” (The Interpreter’s Dictionary of 
the Bible, Vol. 3, p. 896)

I am writing this column shortly 
after Pope Francis spoke about the 
serious threat human beings are posing 
to the environment.  Last year he called 
the Roman Catholic Church to a World 
Day of Prayer for the care of creation.  
He also released an encyclical on the 
environment (Laudato Si’) which I was 
delighted to learn has been studied by 
some of our congregations in Kootenay.  
This year Pope Francis has again chal-
lenged his church and the whole world 
to take seriously the effects of our way 
of life on climate change and particu-
larly the impact of climate change on 
the most vulnerable in our world. This 
same topic was discussed by our Pri-
mates when they met together in Can-
terbury in January 2016.  Our Primate 
Fred Hiltz told the Canadian bishops 
how he had heard some Primates speak 
of the effects of rising ocean levels on 
poor coastal villages and communities 
in their provinces and here in Canada 
we are learning more of the effects of 
climate change in our province and in 
our own arctic regions.  

In his most recent statements Pope 
Francis has called for urgent action 
to stop climate change and did so in 
the context of the church’s traditional 
teaching on the acts of mercy such as 
feeding the hungry and visiting the 

sick. He has said that human beings 
are turning our world into a “...waste-
land full of debris, desolation and filth.” 
Standing fully within the tradition of 
prophecy he has named the historical 
reality of our times and offered a divine 
word calling our treatment of the plan-
et a sin and calling for people of faith to 
ask for forgiveness of sins committed 
against the environment and our unex-
amined acceptance of a “selfish” system 
motivated by “profit at any price.”

Not surprisingly, Pope Francis has 
been challenged for not being a sci-
entist, or an economist. He is neither 
of those, but he is a man of deep faith, 
who understands and stands within 
the tradition known as prophecy. In 
my view, we would all do well to heed 
his words and to take the time to study 
his important writings on the environ-
ment.  As we gather for Thanksgiving, 
let us also pause to give thanks for 
the blessings of our environment and 
consider ways we can become more 
faithful stewards of our planet.

Faithfully,

 +John

❑

Archbishop’s Alphabet

P  is for Prophecy
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Prophets are 
not without 
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except in their 
own country 
and in their 
own house.” 
(Matthew 13: 54-58) 
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By niSSa BaSBaum

Nissa Basbaum is the Dean of  
St Michael & All Angels Cathedral  
in Kelowna

Are we blessing people?

In a book enti-
tled Neglected 
but Undefeated, 
Jonathan An-
thony Burkett 
writes: “Do you 
consider yourself 
a blessing or just 
another person?” 
I stumbled upon 
this quote a few 
years ago while 
pondering what 
to say about 
Thanksgiving and 
found the juxta-
position of these 
two words to be 
both jarring and 
peculiar. Bless-
ing and person 
are clearly not 
antonyms; so, I 
wondered, what 
is meant by this 
odd question? 
As I continued 
to think about it, 

however, I came to the conclusion that 
it is a question we could all afford to 
ask ourselves. 

In our part of the universe, an unfor-
tunate but not surprising consequence 
of thanksgiving is a tendency, if not a 
requirement, to feel guilty about the 
luxury of our circumstances. When 
I was growing up, I experienced this 
guilt in two ways; first, through paren-
tal instructions to think about starving 
children – for some reason, usually 
in China – while we were eating our 
meals. These thoughts would appar-
ently make us realize why we should 
finish everything on our plate, which, 
so we were told, would make us feel 
grateful for all that we had. Instead, all 
it seemed to do was to make me feel 
fuller than I probably needed or want-
ed to be. By the same token, there were 
other times when we were instructed 
to consider how much more we had 
than many others which, again, as we 
were told, was somehow supposed to 
make us crave less. As far as I remem-
ber, it never did. 

As I consider both of these things 
— in light of Burkett’s question, “am I a 
blessing or a person?” — I realize that 
it might have been a little more helpful 
if I had been taught how to be a bless-
ing for others rather than have some-
one else instruct me on how to live my 
life as a guilt-ridden person. Not only 
is this a more positive way to instill 
a spirit of thanksgiving, it also gives 
each one us the power to consider our 
individual circumstances and to decide 

for ourselves how we might share our 
personal bounty with others. 

Recently, the gospel passage for 
one of the Sundays in August included 
Jesus’ well-known declaration to his 
disciples and followers, “for all who 
exalt themselves will be humbled, and 
those who humble themselves will be 
exalted.” While I understand and cer-
tainly appreciate the sentiment behind 
this declaration, I cannot help but 
acknowledge that most of us not only 
like being in the better seats but we are 
also attracted to the people who sit in 
them. It is incredibly difficult to resist 
the temptation to do all in our power to 
attain for ourselves the prestige which 
both the seats and the people possess.

Let’s face it: western countries are 
the ones who hold these very seats of 
power and prestige, and we who live in 
these countries like it that way. To deny 
this or to pretend otherwise is simply 
nonsense. Yet the kind of guilt that 
this place of power can produce is not 
much different than the guilt that was 
instilled in me as a child. And, as was 
the case during my childhood, such 
guilt has a way of immobilizing us rath-
er than stirring us into action. So where 
does this leave us?

The more useful approach, I think, 
might be to focus on Jesus’ instructions 
just before his declaration about the 
humble versus the exalted: “…when 
you are invited, go and sit down at the 
lowest place, so that when your host 
comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, 
move up higher’; then you will be hon-

ored in the presence of all who 
sit at the table with you.” In other 
words, rather than exhausting 
ourselves feeling guilty about our 
wealth, we would be better off 
asking what will our response be 
to this blessing? How might we 
be intentional about where we 
sit? 

Returning to Burkett’s ques-
tion, “Do you consider yourself a 
blessing or just another person?” 
I can now see how the words 
blessing and person are not, in 
fact, antonyms. If I were asking 
this same question, however, I 
would more likely phrase it this 
way: “Are you a blessing person?” 
Indeed, I try to ask myself this 
question at regular intervals 
because it encourages me to give 
thanks for my circumstances and 
to think about how I might share 
with others the gifts God has 
given me. 

Thanksgiving, in particular, 
provides us with the opportunity 
to focus on our blessings. Per-
haps this year we might consider 
asking ourselves, both as individ-
uals and part of a faith communi-
ty, “Are we a blessing people?” By 
so doing, we may discover new 
ways to share our gifts with the 
wider community – by no means 
out of guilt, but from a place of 
awe at the way God is present 
and continually working in our 
lives.

Editorial

By Jonn LavinnDer

❑

ANGLICAN JOURNAL APPEAL:  BRINGING THE CHURCH TOGETHER
For decades, The HighWay and the Anglican Journal  have partnered to bring stories that matter to us as a diocese and as the Anglican Church of Canada. 
Together, we have given voice to Anglicans from coast to coast to coast, and shared thoughtful coverage of religious and secular news that informs, inspires and 
enriches our Christian lives and prepares us for the mission God is calling us to. 

THREE WAYS TO DONATE: 
 eht nruter dna etelpmoC •

postage-paid donation card.
ruoy ekam ot 952 .txe 9919.429.614 llaC •

contribution by phone.
rof hcraes dna gro.splehadanac tisiV •

“The General Synod of the Anglican
Church of Canada” and select which
fund you wish to direct your donation.

IT’S YOUR PAPER
We can’t share the Good News without you. Even a $10 contribution can help give voice to the stories that matter 
most to Anglicans here on these islands and across the country. The HighWay  receives 50% of the  
its share of the appeal. These funds go directly back into making it possible to continue to produce the paper.

THANK YOU FOR HELPING SHARE THE ANGLICAN STORY!

Last month you 
received an enve-
lope inserted in 
the HighWay, if 
you haven’t done 
so already, please  
consider making 
a donation to the 
“Anglican Journal 
Appeal.”
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Community breakfast in Fruitvale By  Joyce  DoDDS

CoGS WHEELS  

By ranDaLL fairey
Randall Fairey is a Delegate to the 
Council of General Synod and 
Prolocutor of the Ecclesiastical 
Province of British Columbia & Yukon

Issues over the next three years

the new Coun-
cil of General 
Synod will hold 
its first meeting 
in November.  
Because of copy 
deadlines, I will 
not be reporting 
new develop-
ments until Jan-
uary 2017.  In the 
interim I thought 
it would be useful 
to highlight what 
I believe are some 
of the key issues 
for CoGS over the 
next triennium 
(the three years 
between General 
Synods).

Vision 2019
Following General Synod 2007 and the 
election of our new Primate, Archbish-
op Fred Hiltz, it became evident that 
the Anglican Church of Canada needed 
to seek a new sense of direction and 
to develop a Strategic Plan. The result 
was a comprehensive study conducted 
across the national church culminating 
in a report entitled “Dream the Church: 
Vision 2019” accepted by General 
Synod in 2010.  In essence this was, and 
remains, a very important plan as to 
where Anglicans across Canada wish 
their church to be in 2019 in terms of 
its ongoing mission.  Led by the Very 
Reverend Peter Elliott the Vision 2019 
Task Force defined a series of priorities 
and practices which continues to guide 
the leadership of the ACC.  In my view 
we have been distracted by the same 
two issues of gender blessing and mar-
riage, and must return to prioritize this 
important document for evaluation 
and re-direction by 2019. This should 
be a major agenda matter for CoGS.

Amendment of the Marriage Canon
Following passage of First Reading of 
the resolution to amend the Marriage 
Canon, most Anglicans are aware that 
in the triennium there is an opportu-
nity for studying the implications of 
the resolution and to prepare for the 

final vote at General Synod 2019 in 
Vancouver. CoGS played a key role in 
bringing the matter before this last 
Synod, and doubtless will be conduct-
ing the work that needs to be done to 
fairly and completely reflect the mind 
of the dioceses and the Ecclesiastical 
Provinces now charged with giving due 
consideration to the Second Reading 
legislation.

Divestment of Fossil Fuel Investments
The Public Witness for Social and 
Ecological Justice Coordinating Com-
mittee successfully steered Resolution 
A171-R2 to passage at GS 2016. This 
called for the establishment of a new 
Task Force to examine the moral and 
economic implications of the divest-
ment of the church’s investments 
in the fossil fuel industry.  CoGS is 
to receive an interim report by May 
2017, an ambitious target date but 
one which reflects the urgency about 
global climate change and the moral 
imperative Anglicans feel about this.  
It is not an easy matter and several 
dioceses, whose members’ livelihoods 
and regional economic health are 
dependent on fossil fuel and related 
industries, have already raised doubts 
and fears and expressed opposition to 
such divestment.

the National Indigenous Ministry
Not only reflecting a priority of Vi-
sion 2019, but also sensing a growing 
urgency and impatience, Indigenous 
delegates to General Synod 2016 
introduced the concept of a Confed-
eracy of Indigenous Spiritual Ministry.  
Since the Covenant of 1994, Indigenous 
Anglicans across the church have been 
striving to define and achieve self-de-
termination, jurisdiction and authority 
for the National Indigenous Ministry.  
Along the journey the idea of forming a 
fifth ecclesiastical province has gained 
traction but the non-geographic nature 
of such a province has no precedent in 
the Anglican Communion. Moreover 
there are widening divisions among 
Indigenous Anglicans themselves since 
many, particularly in urban areas or 
in small population pockets in mixed 
congregations, wish to remain under 
the episcopal authority of their current 
bishops and synods. Non-Indigenous 
bishops are increasingly looking for 
both definition and dialogue, as they 
try to harmonize the needs of Indig-
enous peoples currently under their 
authority with the possibility of a 
new separate jurisdiction. Doubtless 
CoGS will need to work with creative 
diligence on this file since impatience 
in some quarters risks fracturing the 
church along Indigenous/Non-Indige-
nous lines.

Over the next few months I hope to 
expand on these and other issues since 
each is fundamental to the mission of 
our beloved church.

St John’s, Fruit-
vale held a Com-
munity Breakfast 
in support of Fort 
McMurray Fire 
Relief Fund

Phil and Carol 
Brooks cook and 
host a community 
breakfast once 
a month in the 

church hall. This month Phil asked ev-
eryone if we should donate the profits 
from the breakfast to the Red Cross for 
the Fort McMurray Fire Relief Fund, 
there was overwhelming support for 
this. The breakfast is usually held on 
the third Thursday of each month but 
this month was changed to Tuesday. 
The breakfast is open to everyone, the 
cost is by donation and all are wel-
come. On Tuesday May 10, 2016 we 
had 20 people come for breakfast and 
were served the usual breakfast of 2 

strips of bacon, 2 eggs, 2 sausages, hash 
browns and 2 slices of toast. Due to the 
generosity of those attending and we 
were able to donate the profit of $150 
to the Red Cross in support of the Fort 
McMurray Fire Relief. Our thanks goes 
out to Phil and Carol and their helpers 
for all their hard work and perhaps we 
may see some of you at out next break-
fast. It’s yummy and fun. 

❑

❑
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An adventure in mission
yWam — youth With a miSSion anD DiScipLeShip

Emily Wells (left) taking a photo with the woman (second from the left) her team lead to Christ.  
Emily’s team mate is from Nigeria (second from the right).

❑

By  emiLy WeLLS

In June of last 
year, God 
grabbed my 
attention while I 
was fairly in-
volved with help-
ing my friend 
Kelle go through 
the process of 
joining staff, long 
term, in Amster-
dam with Youth 
With A Mission 
(YWAM). One day 
I was over at my 
mum and step-
dad’s house. My 
stepdad asked me 
what Kelle was up 
to and in my head 
I decided that 
I wasn’t going 
to say anything 
about Amsterdam 
and YWAM, but 
only what she was 
doing to serve 
within the com-
munity. I began 
talking, and with-
out even realizing 
it... I talked all 
about her doing 

her YWAM fundraising support, her 
passion and why she is going there. 
My stepdad surprised me by saying I 
should do something like that! Even in 
the moment I was taken aback. 

You could say that in a lot of ways 
YWAM chose me. For several years 
people (both Christian and non-Chris-
tian) had been suggesting I do mission 
work. I told myself that Christians were 
only saying that because it was the ste-
reotypical “Christian” thing to do and 
non-Christians were just saying that 
because I am a Christian. 

After completing my YWAM DTS? 
(Discipleship Training School), I can 
now look back on my year in the field. 
Most of my experience was in Thailand 
and South Korea.

Thailand was very difficult for me 
mentally, emotionally, spiritually and 

physically. Yet it was Thailand that 
grew me the most and the trails that I 
went through taught me to trust God 
more deeply in many areas. South 
Korea, on the other hand, was far more 
enjoyable as the environment was 
much less heavy. It was a more devel-
oped country and the character devel-
opment that I went through in Thai-
land trained me to be a lot more free 
flowing when it came to meal times, 
activities and being prepared for the 
unknown. I loved doing our produc-
tion for four days straight, meeting the 
president of the Christian university, 
being part of his last sermon of the year 
and joining him for lunch. I was very 
blessed during my outreach: a number 
of people came to Christ. I was able to 
witness to a large crowd after a Team 
X-treme show that we helped out with. 

It was amazing seeing hundreds 
of people accepting Jesus or re-
newing their commitment!

What is next for me? Well, 
during DTS, God grew such a 
desire in my heart and spirit to 
know Him more and go deeper. 
I loved the lecture phase ( first 
three months of DTS which 
focuses on a different topic each 
week). These topics include 
“Hearing God,”  “Nature and 
Character of God,” “Relation-
ships,” “Lordship, Authority and 
Submission,” “Celebrations,” 
“Spiritual Authority,” “Forgive-
ness and Repentance,” “Father 
Heart of God.”  I learned so 
much during that time and daily 
experienced more freedom and 
transformation through the work 
of the Holy Spirit. I experienced 
the Father’s love for the first 
real time, learned what forgive-
ness actually meant and how to 
choose to do so.

So what is next? I’m not en-
tirely sure. What I do know is 
that I am trusting God with each 
step that is before me. He has 
brought me this far and is way 
more amazing, enjoyable and 
fulfilling than anything I would 
have ever imagined and hoped 
for myself. I will be attending 
Transformation School for which 
I need financial support, as well 
as prayer. 

Emily Wells grew up attending  
St Savior’s Anglican Pro Cathedral 
and was a regular attendee until high 
school graduation in 2007. 

❑

The Ven. Trevor Freeman is the 
Executive Archdeacon for the  
Diocese of Kootenay.     
The following article comes from his 
blog on “The Community.” 
http://thecommunity.anglican.ca/

By trevor freeman

Community is 
a funny thing. 
Many of us hold it 
as an important 
value in our faith 
“communities” 
and our lives. 
Interestingly, the 
very idea that we 

need to hold it as a value may indicate 
something particular about life in our 
context.

I imagine a time when it was less 
a value and more a reality taken for 
granted. There was a time in our his-
tory when we knew that no individual 
could survive on their own. This re-
mains true now but the others involved 
in my survival may be people I’ve never 
met. For example, distant farmers who 
produce my food and distant city engi-
neers making sure the water and sewer 
work properly. All people on whom I 
depend for survival but with none of 
them do I ever interact. There was a 
time that wasn’t true. All the people we 
depended on for survival, or most of 

them, were people with whom we had 
relationships. And because, for most of 
human history, we were born, raised, 
and died in the same city or small 
region, we couldn’t ever leave those 
people behind.

All those people we depended on 
for survival, both kin and not, were a 
simple fact of life over which we had 
virtually no control. They were what 
you and I would call a community.

It was, however, a community which 
we didn’t get to choose. We were stuck 
with them through good times and bad 
regardless of how we felt or what they 
did.

This is not the community that you 
and I know. All our communities con-
tain an element of choice. If I don’t like 
the people around me, I can move. Or, 
I can ignore them and find a group of 
people in my town that I like. If I don’t 
like the people who go to my church 
I can switch to another congregation. 
This is particularly true for people who 
live in cities. 

The challenge this raises is that 
instead of community based on com-
mon need for survival in a (mostly) 

static location we are building 
communities on a variety of 
other things. We use common 
hobbies, common demograph-
ics, and common ideas. Or, we 
create community built around 
feelings of care and affection. 
The needs these communities 
meet are not so pressing as that 
of survival. This means that these 
communities won’t hold together 
as hobbies, demographics, ideas, 
or feelings change. The common-
ality disappears and so does the 
community.

Maybe that’s not a bad thing 
but it’s worth wondering about 
what we lose when community 
is just an option. Certainly, the 
model of Christian community 
that Paul lays out when he talks 
about the Body of Christ doesn’t 
seem optional. And if community 
is not supposed to be a practice 
of convenience what price are 
we willing to pay for maintain-
ing our relationships when our 
community no longer seems to 
suit us?

Community is a funny thing
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Pray for transitions

Let nothing disturb you,
Let nothing frighten you,
All things are passing away:
God never changes.
Patience obtains all things
Whoever has God lacks 
nothing;
God alone suffices.
We certainly need to remem-
ber that.”

Teresa of Avila

At this time of year all around us, we 
are awakened to taking part in the 
transitions of nature. The air cool and 
crisp on our noses, the leaves ablaze 
with color fluttering from the trees 
and scrunching under our feet, and the 
light growing dim as the days shorten. 
We adjust to the physical transitions 
of the seasons in a number of ways; 
bundling up for the cold and spend-
ing less time out doors and more time 
around a warm hearth.  Nature shows 
us resilience, how to trust that God 
has a hand in everything and that God 
never changes.  We trust the seasons 
to change and we grow accustomed to 
changing with them.

Our lives, our lived experiences, are 
in transition too.  When we experience 
a joyful change we feel sure God hears 
our prayers and is with us.  More diffi-
cult to imagine is God present in our 

deepest sorrows, the darker, abrupt, 
difficult transitions. We feel alone 
accepting the terse, bleak, numbing 
moments and we search for ways as 
simple as putting on a cozy warm over-
coat to deal with them. 

Times of transition in our lives are 
in-between times.  Periods of time 
when we feel out of balance, unable to 
see into the future, unsure where we 
are going, times when trusting in God 
is what sustains us. As Teresa of Avila 
reminds us in her beautiful prayer, 
“God never changes”…”Whoever has 
God lacks nothing”.  Transitions in our 
lives are inevitable, natural and often 
come as a surprise, they are times 
when God meets us in the middle, 
picks us up, holds us, and loves us. 
In our prayer, we ask God to grace us 
with transformation, new perspectives, 
revelation, discerning companions and 
courage. Our prayerful times can truly 
become doorways to God. Prayer helps 
us to see the saving presence of God in 
every moment and often in the trying 
periods of change.

The story of Samuel and Eli (1Sam-
uel 3:1-8) comes to mind where Samuel 
at the urging of Eli finally says to God, 
“Speak Lord your servant is listening.” 
Just like Samuel, we are often caught 
up in coping with our circumstances 
forgetting that God is present in the 
quiet moments at night, as well as in 

the notable occasions such as, career 
changes and endings and personal 
transformations. In this story, we no-
tice that Samuel needed the assistance 
of Eli just as we need the assistance of 
others to make sense of our personal 
transitions.  

So at this time of transition, at the 
changing of the seasons from summer 
to fall, we have the chance to shed 
some of our old ways because we know 
that no matter who we are, what we’ve 
done or what has already happened 
to us, all things are possible with God.  
We know that it is possible for us to be 
and do something new, to be an agent 
of change for God in the world. Stress-
ful as transitions may be they offer 
us unique opportunities for growing 
closer to God! 

Redirect Our Hearts – A Prayer

O Faithful God,
We ask you to guide us in our time of 
transition. We need your wisdom, that 
we might be receptive to change, conver-
sion and growth. We need your grace to 
redirect our hearts so we may be willing 
to offer ourselves in joyful service. Do not 
allow fear, ignorance or pride to limit the 
work of your Spirit.  Amen. 

(www.beliefnet.com)

By pam WiLSon

Pam Wilson is a member of the 
Diocesan Spiritual Development 
Committee

What do you get 
when you put 64 
kids together at 
Camp Owaissi on 
Lake Okanagan? 
A BLASt!

It all started as 
a simple request, 
“How would you 
like to be Chap-
lain for mini-week 
at Camp Owais-
si?” I said “That 
sounds fantastic, 
sign me up.” Then 
I found out there 
were 64 kids ages 
6 to 11. “No prob-
lem, I thought, 
I will just split 
them into two 
easy to manage 
groups!” Then 
there was some 
more news; the 

Chapel has a giant wasp nest near it so 
you won’t be able to use the area. 

Okay, so 64 kids no Chapel … fine... 
I can be flexible. After all this is a 
great opportunity to talk about what 
a church is and how we ‘do’ church. 
Most of the kids at Owaissi during my 
week didn’t go to church and this was 
the first chance most of them would 
have to find out what this faith thing 
is all about. We took over the Wind-
song open air stage at faith time and 
each day our activity and discussion 
became a piece of a larger puzzle. The 
kids made paper chains of thanksgiv-
ing and paper chains with questions 
about God. “Who is God?” “Is God 
real?” “Does God have a birthday?” All 
of it was displayed around the cross. 
We made murals; told stories and sang 
songs. We laughed, we explored, we 
learned and we even had a visit from 
the Fairly Godmother, the Fairy God-
mother’s alter ego (me, Sue Palmer). By 
the end of the week all our puzzle piec-
es fit together and it turns out space 
is never limited. Windsong for a brief 
moment in time was Holy ground for 
us all. Thank you for the experience. ❑

Camp Owaissi:
Being Chaplain

groW cLoSer to goD

“

By Sue paLmer
Sue Palmer, Faith Formation 
Coordinator, the Cathedral Church of  
St Michael and All Angels

Anglican Foundation
purchases new church sign

St. George’s Anglican Church in West 
Kelowna had a problem. Even people 
who were looking for the church often said 
they couldn’t find it. 

To list a few examples from 2015: Many 
people coming from all over the diocese 
for a lay ministry course had to phone for 
directions to find their way to the church. 
Another Anglican group from Kamloops 
coming for a labyrinth workshop spent 45 
minutes looking for the church and only 
found it when they spotted the incumbent, 
the Rev. Canon Roger Cooper, walking 
up and down the street looking for them. 
Four people who moved from Calgary and 
Vancouver told parishioners they couldn’t 
find the church, and some new members 
reported that they accidentally went to the 
United Church next door thinking it was St. 
George’s.

“We found that we were pretty much 
invisible, especially to the non-church 
members,” said Cathy Haig, the people’s 
warden. But parishioners hope that a grant 
from the Anglican Foundation of Canada is 
going to help the church increase its visibil-
ity and profile in the community.

The parishioners decided to install a 
permanent, digital sign of their own on 
the corner of the property. “There’s not a 
lot of parishes here that have those signs 
but we did contact the ones that did,” said 

Haig. “And they said yes, they did have an 
increase in people coming in and attending 
services regularly and becoming part of the 
parish.” Haig added that their research and 
such anecdotal information indicated that 
a sign could help the congregation grow 
annually by 10 to 15 percent. 

Two bids for a fullcolour sign that 
church staff could change on a computer 
from the church office both came in at 
about $33,000. The church applied to and 
received a grant of $15,000 from the Angli-
can Foundation of Canada for the project 
and a non-designated bequest also covered 
part of the cost.

In late July, St. George’s received pre-
liminary approval from the city pending 
approval of engineering documents and 
drawings, and Haig said parishioners hope 
to have the sign installed by late fall.

“The reason that we did it was [ firstly] 
because of visibility and making the public 
aware of who we are and some of the things 
we do,” said Haig. When the sign is not ad-
vertising events, she said, they plan to post 
passages of scripture or sayings that are 
“reflective of God or the nature of God.”

We thought, “That’s what a sign can 
help us do. It [gives] a sense of community. 
The good news is not necessarily contained 
within our walls. It’s for those outside.”

❑

By Leigh anne WiLLiamS
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By yme WoenSDregt

This column 
has been written 
with the inten-
tion that it may 
be reprinted 
in local news-
papers for the 
religion page.  
Yme will be 
writing a short 
article each 
month expressly 
with this pur-
pose in mind. 
You are free to 
reproduce the 
article without 
prior approval. 
Drop us a line 
anyway... 
The Editor

❑

The Bible is a foreign book

Yme Woensdregt is the Dean of East 
Kootenay and Incumbent for Christ 
Church, Cranbrook.

2536 years ago, 
on August 29, 520 
BCE, the prophet 
Haggai told his 
people that God 
was command-
ing them to re-
build the temple 
in Jerusalem. The 
Temple had been 
destroyed seventy 
years earlier by 
the armies of Bab-
ylon; now after 
some of the exiles 
had returned 
home, it was time 
to rebuild the 
Lord’s house.

I only want to 
make one very 
obvious point 

with this story: it was such a long, long 
time ago. I think we often forget that 
when we deal with the Bible; we often 
treat this library of books as if we can 
understand it with very little effort.

Imagine this—you come back in 
the year 4552. Could you imagine then 
what life was like in 2016? Does that 
help put it in perspective for you?

Think of it. Our grandparents could 
never have imagined computers, self–
driving cars, space travel, or palm–
sized phones used for anything other 
than talking to other people.

Imagine going back only 500 years 
in your mind: Europeans were just 
starting to explore (and exploit) the 
known world; people thought the earth 
was flat and the center of the cosmos, 
with the sun and stars circling it; the 
only things you knew was what you 
could see and touch; you were probably 
illiterate, with no idea of reading or 
leisure time, or anything else which is 
normal for most of us these days.

I suspect if we were able to go back 
just 500 years, many of us would prob-
ably be dead within a week, unable to 
negotiate the do’s and don’t’s of daily 
life.

We live in a world where huge num-
bers are thrown around daily: trillions 
of dollars of national debt, billions of 
galaxies each containing billions of 
stars, trillions of cells in the human 
body. We can’t wrap our heads around 
numbers that large, but they are part of 
our daily consciousness.

With numbers that large floating 
in our heads, we tend to forget how 
different life was 2536 years ago, or 
even just 500 years ago. I was watching 
Ken Burns’ television documentary 
about the US Civil War … and even the 
world of a mere 150 years ago seems so 
foreign.

And the Israelites began rebuilding 
the Temple 2536 years ago.

I cannot really comprehend this tiny 
bit of the human drama. It happened 
so long ago, I simply cannot get inside 
it. I don’t know the customs of the time; 
I cannot understand how these ancient 
eastern Mediterranean peasants lived 
and ate and worked. It will always be a 
foreign landscape to me.

And yet so many of us (including 
me) tend to be careless, even cavalier, 
about the Bible. We think that we get 

it because we happen to read it 
regularly in our own language 
(which is also entirely foreign to 
the time in which it was written).

I am making a simple point, 
yet an important one. We need to 
regain a sense of respect for the 
time and distance this book has 
travelled to land on our coffee 
tables, pulpits, and work desks. 
In the Bible, we come face to face 
with a very foreign and small 
slice of the human drama—with 
customs, habits, a whole con-
sciousness, that we do not share. 
We would do well to be respect-
ful enough not to claim too great 
a familiarity with it.

We can study it and teach it 
and read it to deepen our lives. 
But we kid ourselves if we think 
we can control it. The Bible is a 
foreign book to us.

It wasn’t written for me, or for 
us. It was written 2536 years, and 
even longer, ago. The miracle of 
it all, of course, is that so many 
people still find wonder and 
solace and hope in such ancient 
writings.

I certainly don’t expect my 
words to still have that kind of ef-
fect in that way in the year 4552.

That may be a good thing.

Kokanee parade their new banner

Parish of Kokanee parade their new banner in the Pride parade on Sunday, September 4 in Nelson, with a contingent of eighteen people 
from  St Saviour’s Nelson, St Michael and All Angels Balfour, and St Mark’s Kaslo.

this year marked the 20th 
anniversary of Pride in the 
Kootenays. To celebrate the 
occasion, the Parish of Kokanee 
(the family of churches in Nelson, 
Balfour and Kaslo) had a new 
parade banner designed. We car-
ried the new banner in the Pride 
parade on Sunday, September 
4, with a contingent of eighteen 
people from the churches of St. 
Saviour’s Nelson, St. Michael and 
All Angels Balfour, and St. Mark’s 
Kaslo, and we were joined by our 
partners, the Nelson Friends of 
Refugees, and by four young men 
from Iran, our newest residents 
of Nelson. It was wonderful to 
see the crowds cheering and 
applauding and saying “thank 
you” to the church for supporting 
the LGBTQ community. We were 
overjoyed and blessed to be shar-
ing the Good News of God’s love 
to all people in our community in 
this way!

By  Jeff DonneLLy

❑
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Jennifer Sirges grew up at  
All Saints, Vernon, and is now a member 
of St Andrew’s Parish in Trail. She is on 
the Sorrento Centre Board of Directors.   

By Jennifer SirgeS

SORRENTO  
Thank God for volunteers

of a consulting Advisory Group live 
throughout BC and Alberta, and spend 
hours on Sorrento’s behalf without 
even travelling to the Shuswap. Sorren-
to Associates gather in the springtime 
and again at Thanksgiving to work on 
tasks that reflect the changing seasons.  
Parish reps are the go-to people within 
parishes and regions who pass along 
information about Sorrento.

And sometimes the volunteers 
are Sorrento guests, themselves on 
holidays, helping where they can. For 
example, there’s always a designated 
“Garden of Weedin’” where green-fin-
gered helpers can be found snipping 
deadheads or pulling weeds.

I only recently learned that a char-
itable organization reports volunteer 
contributions to the Canada Revenue 
Agency.  From May to August of 2016, 
identified volunteers at Sorrento pro-
vided close to 450 hours of work. That 
total is even more impressive when you 
add in the uncounted hours given by 
guests and Associates, neighbours, and 
far-away friends.

We may have different amounts of 
money at our disposal, but we each 
have the same number of hours in our 
day. Those who share this most pre-
cious resource are blessings indeed.  
Thanks be to God!

“All good gifts 
around us are 
sent from Heaven 
above ….” At Sor-
rento Centre, we 
are surrounded 
by good gifts: for 
50+ years, gener-
ous support has 
provided every-
thing from roofs 
to rototillers. We 
are thankful for 
gifts of things – so 
thankful! – and 
also deeply grate-
ful for countless 
caring volunteers 
who offer their 
gifts of time.

Know, first, that Sorrento has a 
fabulous core staff of paid superheroes: 
without their commitment and patient 
dedication, chaos would surely reign.  
Some work just needs to be recognized 
with a pay cheque, which is why the 
Summer Youth Staff (SYS) positions – 
previously volunteer (did I mention I 
got $5/week?) – are now funded at min-
imum wage. Thank you to permanent 
and temporary staff: you are the pattern 
and structure in Sorrento’s tapestry, you 
are loved and appreciated … but this 
article is not about you.

Who then are the volunteers who 
weave Sorrento‘s fullest colours?

Some volunteers live on site: retired 
or pre-career or from religious orders.

Individuals bring 
their energies 
for the same few 
weeks every year 
or for a single 
stretch of time. In 
the summertime, 
youth volunteers 
add strength to 
the army of paid 
SYS. 

Community 
living sounds like 
fun, but the con-
tracted 40-hour 
work week still 

feels like … well, work. (My daughter, 
one of a handful of teens who volun-
teered this past summer, has learned 
how truly exhausting 5 am mornings 
and small children can be.) 

Some volunteers are neighbours 
who live nearby. The Sorrento Shoppe 
is run entirely by local volunteers, 
who give 100% of the proceeds from 
gift, clothing and book sales back to 
Sorrento. Other neighbour volunteers 
are called on to help host hospitality 
events, or when many hands are need-
ed to tend the farm, or to confer on 
practical questions like repairs.

Some volunteers live at great dis-
tance. Adult and youth members of 
the Board of Directors, and members 
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