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Transitional Diaconate
Ordination to Transitional Diaconate at All Saints, Vernon

Laying on of hands

On September 14, 2019 at All Saints 
Vernon, on the Feast of the Holy 
Cross, Jeffrey Allan Seaton was or-
dained to the transitional diaconate 
by Bishop Lynne McNaughton.

Jeff was first ordained to ministry 
in the United Church of Canada in 
2007, and served the United Church 
in Kimberley and in Vernon. He 
earned a Doctor of Ministry from 
Duke University in 2016, which bore 
fruit in his 2018 book, “Who’s Minding 
the Story?” This book was developed 
within a United Church context but 
is relevant to any mainline protestant 
church: a number of Anglican groups 
within the North Okanagan have 
taken it up for study. (You can find it 
on Amazon.com)

Jeff ’s personal journey toward an 
Anglican expression of Christianity 

was related to those studies but was 
also subject to an intentional discern-
ment process. That process included, 
among other elements, a course of 
study on Anglicanism with the Rev. 
Dr. Bill Harrison, an Anglican scholar 
currently serving as principal of the 
Lutheran Theological Seminary in 
Saskatoon.

Notable among the attendees at 
the ordination were the Rev. Robin 
Jacobson, Jeff ’s successor as lead 
minister at Trinity United Church in 
Vernon, as well as other members 
of Trinity United (including Jeff ’s 
husband Don) who came to celebrate 
and support Jeff ’s ongoing journey in 
Christian ministry.

For the duration of his transitional 
diaconate Jeff will serve on a volun-
teer basis at All Saints Vernon, where 
he is a member.

By Chris Harwood-Jones

❑

Ordination at All Saints, Vernon, September 14, 2019: The Rev. Chris Harwood-Jones,  
Bishop Lynne McNaughton, the  Rev. Jeffrey Allan Seaton, and the Rev. Chris Ross.

Communion

Processional — Photographs by Wayne Chose
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Journey with a Bishop... 

In Kaslo with the congregation of St Mark’s, Sunday, October 6, 2019 

Gerald and I picking up my new travelling office...

At the BC, Yukon, House of Bishops with 
the Most Reverend Linda Nicholls, 
Primate, for the farewell dinner of Bishop 
Barbara Andrews.

In Castlegar with the Rev. Elizabeth 
Huether, and “Beau”

At  the Visioning day of St Saviour’s, Nelson, October 5, 2019

With the Rev. Marion Craft in Castlegar

Dr. Lynne E. McNaughton is the Bishop of the 
Anglican Diocese of Kootenay 
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Visionary Sponsor SUBMITTED

The Anglican Foundation accepted 
the invitation to be this year’s Vi-
sionary Sponsor for General Synod 
2019 in Vancouver. This made it 
possible for AFC to have a signif-
icant profile at the Synod with 
a vibrant presentation from its 
Executive Director, Judy Rois and 
Executive Administrator, Scott 
Brubacher. They also set up a 
creatively designed display show-
casing the breadth of ministry 

supported by Foundation donors 
across the country. 

During the presentation, Judy 
asked the gathered delegates to 
stand if they had ever received 
funding from the Foundation, and 
close to the entire gathering of 
some 300 people stood. It was a 
moment that needed no words to 
convey the incredible generosity 
of donors to the Anglican Founda-
tion.

AFC produced 25 short video 
clips from all across the country 
featuring grant recipients and do-
nors who spoke of the importance 
and transforming impact AFC had 
made in their faith communities. 

As one of the invited speakers 
at the celebration dinner for re-
tiring Primate, the Most Rev. Fred 
Hiltz, Judy said, “we will remember 
you as a faithful ambassador, a 
gracious peace-maker, and unflap-
pable chair of synods and councils 
and commissions. We thank you 
for serving the Church. You did it 
superbly well. You did it bravely 
and conscientiously. You did it 
with a deep and abiding grace. 
Thank you for being the Chair of 
the Anglican Foundation. Thank 
you for being a good and faithful 
Primate.” It was a lovely tribute 
to a man who chaired AFC for his 
entire primacy.

If you had never heard of the 
Anglican Foundation before 
General Synod, their presence at 
General Synod this year changed 
that for sure! ❑



❑
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Healing Touch, Grand Forks 
By  Joyce O’Doherty

Over the years members of Holy 
Trinity, Grand Forks, have support-
ed the Healing Touch Mission along 
with, now retired, the Rev. Simon  
Shenstone. In addition, Holy Trinity 
provided a facility for its functions. 
This healing modality is considered 
outreach to the greater community 
and Boundary Area.

 
25th Anniversary of Healing Touch

October 2019 marks 25 years of an 
energy modality called Healing Touch 
being  introduced to the Boundary 
area. At that time in 1994, 17 brave 
and courageous people, not knowing 
what to expect, registered for a 20 
hour — Level One — Healing Touch 
Course.  It was taught by Rochelle 
Graham with assistance from Akash 
Sonnichsen and Mary Anderson. 
Eight participants were either mem-
bers or associated with Holy Trinity. 
Over many years Holy Trinity sup-
ported the mission of Healing Touch 
through, now retired, Rev. Simon 
Shenstone and by offering facilities 
for functions and hands on sessions.

Healing Touch may be defined as 
a philosophy of life and a healing art. 
It is described as an ‘energy based 
wholistic therapeutic approach to 
wellness’.  This complementary 

health modality promotes relaxation 
and well-being, helps in the creation 
of harmony and balance while sup-
porting a person’s natural ability to 
heal.

This is a time to celebrate and 
honour this first initial class and the 
hundreds who have taken subsequent 

❑

25th Anniversary of Healing Touch Mission

BLAST FROM THE PAST: Participants of the first — Level One —Healing Touch Course in Boundary area, held in October, 1994. (Standing, left to right) Lynne 
Minty, Deena Androsoff, Maggie Malloff, Karen Hornby, Gerda Lang, Gisela Ko, Patricia Oliver, Joyce O’Doherty, Marilyn Sagal, Jennifer Fenn, Bonita Haines 
Folvik, Christina Haines (Sitting, left to right) April Workman, Akash Sonnichsen (assistant), Eva Trottier, Rochelle Graham (instructor), Delia Metcalf, Juno 
Shenstone; (Front left): Michael Kelly. Missing is Mary Anderson (assistant) 

courses in addition to all those who 
have received Hands on Healing 
Touch sessions.   Kudos are extend-
ed to Anne Shirley and Kathleen 
Smythe (retired organist from Holy 
Trinity) who completed all five levels 
of Healing Touch and successfully 
graduated as certified instructors of 

Healing Touch Canada.  All courses 
in Grand Forks were offered through 
the Continuing Education Program of 
Selkirk College. 
 
For information: 
info@healingtouchassociation.ca

This article is about a new lay min-
istry that God has brought into my 
life:  teaching people about suicide 
intervention.  

Although you are receiving this in 
November, I am writing it in Septem-
ber, after co-facilitating my first 2 day 
ASIST – Applied Suicide Intervention 
Skills Training - workshop.  Did you 
know that September was interna-
tional suicide awareness month and 
world suicide prevention day was 
September 10th, 2019?  You may have 
noticed more information on TV and 
other media regarding suicide aware-
ness.  But the need for more people 
to be equipped to be life-assisting 
suicide first-aid caregivers doesn’t 
end after September.  

According to the World Health 
Organization, someone around the 
globe dies by suicide every 40 seconds.  
Statistics tell us that every day 11 
people in Canada end their life by sui-

cide, and another 250 make a suicide 
attempt. And these are only the ones 
we know about.  This is still happening 
despite the fact that suicide is preventable.  
Suicide occurs across all age, eco-
nomic, social, and ethnic boundaries.  
Their deaths leave countless family 
and friends bereaved and their com-
munities impacted. The number of 
people impacted is immeasurable.

There are many websites and 
organizations which promote sui-
cide-safer communities. Through the 
Canadian Mental Health Association 
(CMHA), I was given the opportunity 
to take the week long training offered 
by LivingWorks, a world leader in 
suicide prevention training solutions.  
This training equipped me to train 
others to intervene as life-assisting 
helpers.

In a conversation with Bishop 
Lynne McNaughton, she recognized 
how important this ministry is and 
asked me to write an article to invite 

you to consider being part of the solu-
tion.  Anybody can help – by caring, 
by being empathetic, by listening.  
The training isn’t just for profes-
sionals, but for anyone who wants 
to have the skills to recognize and 
intervene with a person considering 
suicide.  Like many others who take 
this course I went into it wondering, 
“What would I say if someone told me 
they were thinking of suicide?” After 
the 2 day workshop, I feel confident 
that I have the tools to help keep a 
person safe.  And now I’m able to 
teach those skills to others.

I invite you to check out the 
LivingWorks website at www.living-
works.net .  At the top, go to “Our 
Trainings” and “Find a Training” to 
find a 2-day ASIST course near you – 
they are offered world-wide.  Or you 
can contact your local CMHA to ask 
them to schedule one in your area.  
Or perhaps I could arrange one for 
you.

If you, or someone you know, is 
considering suicide, please call your 
local crisis hotline, or 1-800-SUICIDE 
(1-800-784-2433) and talk to someone 
who will be willing to listen.

Can you imagine your community 
with everyone equipped in suicide 
first-aid?  Working together, a Canada 
without suicide is possible.  Please 
consider becoming one of those 
equipped to help.

Creating Suicide Safer Communities By  Joanne Simpson

mailto:info@healingtouchassociation.ca
http://www.livingworks.net
http://www.livingworks.net
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Servant’s Heart  

By Patricia Simons

The Rev. Patricia Simons is the  deacon at  
St Saviour’s ,  Penticton.

From the Desk of a Deacon 

The Free Store was started seven 
years ago after a period of discern-
ment.  Looking around the grounds 
of the church, there is always an 
abundance of homeless people either 
waiting for the Soupateria to open, 
sleeping on the pavement, visiting 
with one another, or just trying to 
keep dry or cool, depending on the 
weather.

Before the Free Store was started, 
there were two incidents in my life 
which I believe led me to the ministry 
that I am involved with today.

The first happened while I was 
employed in a dental office. Opening 
early, I was the only person there at 
the time. As I was setting up for the 
day, I heard someone enter the office.  

As I went to investigate, I found a 
young man, soaking wet, asking for a 
drink of water.  My first thought was 
that I was alone in the building, was 
I safe?  And then my thought went 
to, “this could be my son.” Giving him 
the water, he asked if he could sit for 
a moment. Before I knew it, he had 
fallen asleep on the couch.  

I left him there much to the cha-
grin of the now-arriving staff.  When 
he woke up, I directed him to the 
Soupateria for food.  This was my first 
engagement with a person who had 
no home.

The second, a few years later, 
happened while I was driving with 
a social worker who works with the 
homeless.  A fellow was on the side-
walk in a wheelchair.  He was obvi-
ously homeless, and my companion 

❑

For I was a stranger and you invited me in

knew him.  As she waved at him, she 
said to me:  “these are the same as the 
lepers of Christ’s time.”

These were profound experiences, 
and I believe integral to my decision 
to become an ordained deacon.  In 
2013, I was ordained a deacon about a 
year after starting the Free Store.   

A call was put out to our church 
and other churches looking for peo-
ple who would like to volunteer at the 
store. There are 20 volunteers who are 
cycled through the store over a period 
of six months.  The volunteers are 
very committed, spending time with 
the clients who come for clothing, 
bedding and towels. Sometimes these 
people want nothing except a conver-
sation and a place to warm up.  We 
do have information about different 
support groups available to those 
who would like it. 

We not only serve those on the 
streets but also low-income people 
who struggle to make their day- to- 
day commitments.

Sleeping bags are in high demand 
as are backpacks and tents. It’s 
important that these items are given 
to the outreach social worker who is 
able to see first-hand who is the most 
in need.

It always interests me that we do 
at times struggle for clothing, usually 
for men, as they are the largest group 
on the streets.  However, it never fails 
that the items most in need come 
into the store in abundance usually 
when we have no idea how to supply 
those in need.

As soon as we told other church-
es and support agencies about the 
store, donations began arriving. The 
church has donated the space for 
storage as well as a space to operate 
the store from.  We open two Fridays 
each month for two hours each time. 
If someone is in need between these 
Fridays, we have a person who is able 
to take them to the store for clothing.  

The cost of running this store is very 
minimal.

Items that are work related are 
held back to enable us to give them to 
people who have the opportunity of a 
job but no means to buy the clothing 
required.

We occasionally receive cloth-
ing that is not appropriate for our 
clientele and is therefore passed on to 
other organizations that can use the 
items.  In the past, some of the cloth-
ing has been given to students for 
their graduation ceremonies. At other 
times people have needed something 
for a special occasion.

It is not possible to handle larger 
items such as furniture or home ac-
cessories and so, with the donation of 
a storage shed from a local business,  
we have been able to store and supply 
donated furniture to those who are 
fortunate enough to have access to a 
home but have no way of furnishing 
the space.  The furniture donation has 
also been in operation for the past six 
years.

One of the scripture readings that 
strikes a chord in my heart is:

Then the King will say to those on 
His right, ‘Come, you who are blessed 
of My Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation 
of the world. ‘For I was hungry, and 
you gave Me something to eat; I was 
thirsty, and you gave Me something to 
drink; I was a stranger, and you invited 
Me in; naked, and you clothed Me; I 
was sick, and you visited Me; I was in 
prison, and you came to Me.’ “Then 
the righteous will answer Him, ‘Lord, 
when did we see You hungry, and feed 
You, or thirsty, and give You some-
thing to drink? ‘And when did we see 
You a stranger, and invite You in, or 
naked, and clothe You? When did we 
see You sick, or in prison, and come 
to You?’ “The King will answer and 
say to them, ‘Truly I say to you, to the 
extent that you did it to one of these 
brothers of Mine, even the least of 
them, you did it to Me.’  
(Matthew 25:35-40 NRSV)

 

Editorial Omission  
October edition
The online reference in Yme Woensdregt’s article “How do you define a 
generous gift?” in the October printed edition of The HighWay was from 
a Globe and Mail special published November 15, 2018 by  Tim Cest-
nick: “How to determine what a ‘generous’ amount is when giving to 
charity.”

Tim Cestnick, FCPA, FCA, CPA(IL), CFP, TEP, is an author, co-founder 
and CEO of Our Family Office Inc. He can be reached at  
tim@ourfamilyoffice.ca

mailto:tim@ourfamilyoffice.ca
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By Yme Woensdregt

The God of Relentless Love

The Rev. Dr. Yme Woensdregt is the 
Dean of East Kootenay and Incumbent 
for Christ Church, Cranbrook.

❑

Recently, someone asked me “If God is 
an all–loving, generous and forgiving 
God, how can God consign some peo-
ple to an eternal hell?”

To be sure, far too many Christians 
believe that’s what happens after we 
die if we don’t measure up in this life. 
Certainly, that’s the view which the 
media reports.

Let me present another view.
Surprisingly, the Bible actually says 

very little about hell in the way many 
people understand it. The Old Testa-
ment isn’t particularly interested in 
the afterlife—it’s much more con-
cerned with how we live in this life. It 
comes as no surprise, therefore, that 
the New Testament shows the same 
lack of interest, since the earliest 
followers of Jesus were Jews.

In both testaments, there are two 
words which are commonly trans-
lated as hell. The most common 
is ‘Sheol’ in Hebrew and ‘Hades’ in 
Greek, which means the underworld, 
that shadowy place where the dead 
go. The other Greek word is ‘Ge-
henna’. It is used only twelve times, 
almost exclusively by Jesus, and refers 
to the “Valley of Hinnom,” which was 
an actual valley southwest of Jeru-
salem that was used as the garbage 
dump for Jerusalem in Jesus’ day. A 
constant fire burned day and night to 
consume the trash.

Here is where we find the connec-
tion between ‘hell’ and ‘heat’. The 
fires of Gehenna became transformed 
into the eternal fires of hell.

Most people think that we end up 
in either hell or heaven as an eternal 
consequence for how we live on earth. 
And God is the one who decides 

where you end up for eternity. Eternal 
life is spent either in bliss or torment.

Let me respond by saying that this 
isn’t the kind of God to whom the Bi-
ble refers most often. This is an image 
of God devised by a church which 
threatened people to keep them in 
line. It is a way of using fear to manip-
ulate people into behaving in certain 
ways and believing certain things.

Jesus, however, proclaimed that 
the nature of God was one of endless 
and relentless love. God seeks us 
to embrace us and make us whole. 
God is involved in a passionate love 
affair with the world, and longs that 
no creature be lost. The heart of God 
is found not in condemnation to an 
eternity of torment, but in compas-
sion and grace so that all might be 
healed and live life in all its abun-
dance.

In other words, if what we say or 
do doesn’t display love, it is not part 
of God’s purposes for the world.

This is part of the reason I’m a 
Christian. The heart of how I inter-
pret the Bible, my own life, and my 
vocation as a follower of Jesus is to 
say that if it’s not loving, it is not of 
God.

In 2011, Rob Bell wrote a book 
called “Love Wins.” The most im-

portant point in the book is that our 
beliefs about God should shape our 
beliefs about how we live on earth 
and what happens after death. We 
make the best sense of reality if we 
believe God’s nature is love. A lov-
ing God would not send anyone to 
everlasting torment. God always loves 
everyone and all creation.

Bell was widely castigated by 
fellow evangelicals. They said that 
he had turned his back on one of the 
fundamental doctrines of the church, 
namely the existence of hell.

Clearly, I agree with Bell. God loves 
us relentlessly, always seeking the 
best for us, always inviting us to be 
more than we are but never forcing 
us to act or live in a particular way. 
When we fall in love with God in 
response, then it’s abundantly clear to 
me that love wins.

Now imagine a world which runs 
that way. Imagine casting your vote 
for politicians who promote that 
vision of life. Imagine a world like that 
the next time you post something on 
facebook. Imagine a world in which 
we are able, consistently, to make that 
choice.

Now that would be a world worth 
living in!

By Joanne Simpson

Joanne Simpson is the chair of  the 
Spiritual Development Committee

Some say, “Why pray?  God doesn’t 
answer anyway.”  That’s a very good 
question.  Why pray?  Is it for the an-
swers we might get?  Are prayers like 
a shopping list of requests, or a wish 
list for Santa?  

I remember, when discussing with 
her the importance of maintaining 
a regular prayer discipline, my wise 
mother told me this metaphor:  Imag-
ine someone at your church, maybe 
an elderly man, who likes to give the 
young children candy.  The children 
flock to him and are always eager to 
say hello in the hope that he’ll have 

Why Pray?

some tasty treat ready to hand out.  
Then one day the man starts coming 
to church without any candy.  Pret-
ty soon the children realize there’s 
nothing to be gained from running to 
greet him, so they just ignore the old 
gentleman…except for one child who 
keeps going over to say hello, just be-
cause he likes being with the old man.  
My mother would then ask, “Do we 
pray to the Candy Man?  Do we pray 
just to get the treats?  Or do we pray 
because we like spending time with 
God, even when there may be no ‘feel 
good’ experiences that go with it?”

Relationship.  Prayer is first and 
foremost about relationship.  Think of 
any other relationship in your life that 

is important to you.  Those relation-
ships are maintained, strengthened 
and deepened by ongoing contact 
– two-way conversation, spending 
time together, learning more about 
each others joys and sorrows, gaining 
deeper understanding of each other’s 
personality.  Love, respect, trust all 
grow as we learn to appreciate and 
support each other in our values and 
goals.   

How can we learn God’s values and 
goals, God’s joys and sorrows, if we 
don’t spend time in prayer?  Prayer 
helps us move into a deeper relation-
ship with God.

When we pray, we can pray to 
experience God’s love, to be bathed 
in it, to learn how to give it back, to 
learn how to let it seep into the dry 
cracks and crevices of our beings.  In 
Ephesians 3:18-19, Paul prays, “that 
you may be able to comprehend... what 
is the breadth and length and height and 
depth and to know the love of Christ which 
surpasses knowledge...”

What we need, then, is to build our 
love relationship with God. We need 
to listen, and we need to talk to the 
One who loves us unconditionally.  

And this is done primarily through 
prayer.  

And encompassed within this 
overarching relationship of love, 
there are a number of other bene-
fits to a regular prayer life.  For me, 
prayer helps me to heal from the day 
to day scrapes and bruises I might 
experience.  It gives me a place to 
bring my concern for others, and seek 
healing for them.  Prayer helps me to 
fill up with God’s Spirit, and to shift 
from using my perspective and my 
opinion to operating in God’s power 
and perspective.  Prayer helps me 
sort through things and to know I’m 
not alone.  Spending time with The 
Holy One helps me to forgive, and 
to accept forgiveness, which is often 
more difficult.  Spending regular, dis-
ciplined time in prayer reminds me 
who I am and whose I am.

So, if it’s answers we’re seeking, 
prayer gives us answers in abundance.  
But, unlike ticking off a ‘wish list’, the 
motivation for prayer is about build-
ing a love relationship. And what we 
receive in return is “more than we can 
ask or imagine!”

❑



The HighWay November 2019                                                                                                                                                                                Page 7

❑

In both historical and contempo-
rary settings, the use of the images 
of war to describe the Christian 
faith are rife. The more obvious exam-
ples of this metaphor are present in hym-
nary, and certainly not only in the infa-
mous Onward Christian Soldiers. Indeed, we 
tend to focus on the problems with the 
words in this hymn while missing many 
observable complications within several 
others; think, for example, Stand Up, Stand 
Up for Jesus, For All the Saints, or my person-
al shlocky favorite, Jerusalem the Golden. 
Onward Christian Soldiers has always had a 
bad wrap because the obviousness of its 
comparison between faithful Christians 
and soldiers of war is pretty much indis-
putable. With other like-minded musical 
offerings, this message tends instead to 
be buried in the body of the poetry and if 
we are really disturbed about what is bur-
ied, we choose to leave out some of the 
verses. For instance, I can’t remember the 
last time, if ever, that I was in a church 

service when all the verses of 
For All the Saints were sung, and I’m fairly 
certain that this isn’t because it is too 
long a hymn.

The parallels over the centuries that 
have been developed between the Chris-
tian faith and acts of war are a mystery to 
me. It’s not that I don’t understand where 
they have originated – heaven knows, in 
both the Hebrew Scriptures and the New 
Testament, the fighting of battles and the 
winning of wars are ubiquitous – rather, 
it is that I am mystified by our ability to 
rewrite or, at the very least, to nuance 
what I can only understand as Jesus’ 
resistance of the taking up of arms as a 
means of combating evil. I am not for a 
moment suggesting that the images of 
Jesus which we have inherited from our 
forbearers as being gentle, meek and mild 
describe who he was. Rather, is it not the 
message of the crucifixion and resurrec-
tion that it was his inner strength which 
overcame the forces of evil, not any desire 
or ability on his part to take up arms and 
fight in extremely human conflicts? 

So, I ask myself, why is it that we 
have gravitated toward battle imagery 
to describe our faith? It strikes me that 
a lack of conviction rather than a strong 
faith has produced the church’s cultural 
dependence on acts of war. Deep down, 
we don’t really trust that Jesus’ humility 
and his exemplary faithfulness in God 
will ultimately save us; hence, we resort 
to our own methods for salvation. We 
exhibit this in our personal relationships, 
in the church, in the world, and, to our 
immense detriment, we find convenient 
ways to defend this stance in terms of our 
Christianity.

I find myself writing this immediately 
before the celebration of the cathedral’s 
patronal festival, the Feast of St. Michael 
and All Angels. On both our bulletin cov-
er and on the cover of our fall newsletter 
is a fairly typical picture of St. Michael 
with sword in hand. Interestingly enough, 
in the latter painting, Michael’s sword 
is pointing downwards, and his facial 
expression is anything but triumphant. 
Perhaps this artist actually had some 
misgivings about the battles in which Mi-
chael and his fellow angels found them-
selves engaged; one can always hope. As 
well as the timing just before this feast 
day, this edition of The HighWay will ap-
pear not long before Remembrance Day. 
It comes as no surprise that both of these 
calendar events have evoked in me this 
latest reflection on most of Christianity’s 
comfortable yet, perhaps in many cases, 
actually uncomfortable relationship with 
our on-going conflicts with one another. 
The images are rampant and so, in the 
face of this, I ask myself, what might the 
best response be?

Like everything else in life, this is not 
a black and white issue. One only needs 
to look at the origin of Christianity’s 
‘Just War’ theology in the writings of 
St. Augustine or, in more recent mem-
ory, Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s struggle with 
whether or not to participate in the plot 
to murder Hitler, to discover the com-
plexity of the issue. Because of this, I find 
myself backing away from easy solutions 
and pat answers. The more I think I know 
where I stand, the more new questions 
arise for me as to how far I might go 
with this stance. In the end, I land in the 
same place that I do for most other faith 

conundrums. There is simply no absolute 
answer but, even as I may believe this, I 
also believe there should be an absolute 
process. 

I started this piece with commentary 
about the war content in some of the 
hymns we sing. Because these hymns 
often come from our childhood and the 
wonderful memories we have of grow-
ing up in church, we can be disinclined 
to look at them through a critical lens. 
For the very same reason, we are also 
disinclined to take a similarly critical look 
at the church and the church’s history 
vis-à-vis other religions and, to a certain 
extent, other cultures. Jesus, in contrast 
to this, was not shy about critiquing the 
synagogue practice of his time even as 
this practice was the very same one in 
which he had grown up and which clearly 
had not only a profound but a positive 
influence on him. In order that we can 
discern an appropriate faith stance in the 
face of the evil that takes shape in our 
world, Christianity’s past and continued 
reliance on military imagery requires of 
us the same critical eye that Jesus exhib-
ited. 

It may well be that we will sometimes 
feel called to “do battle” but I am cer-
tain it was never intended that we are 
meant to do this from a place of nostal-
gia. Rather, what we need to exhibit is a 
deep discernment of what “doing battle” 
means in light of the life of Jesus, and an 
understanding of how our words and 
our actions fulfill a call to follow in the 
footsteps of Christ. 

By Nissa Basbaum

Nissa Basbaum is the Dean of  
St Michael & All Angels Cathedral  
in Kelowna

Christians Doing Battle

The Wealth of a Blue Plastic Token Holder
When I was invited to add steward-
ship ministry to the roles I had while 
on staff in the Diocese of Toronto, 
I realized I didn’t really know what 
that meant. Was it about parish 
fundraising to meet the budget? Was 
it about living as a faithful disciple? 
At that point, I thought it was more 
about the former.

On the wise advice of a leader in 
the field, I set an intention to adopt a 
personal practice that could teach me 
about stewardship and giving. It be-
gan as a small step. I resolved to give 
away all the change in my purse each 
day to the first person who asked for 
it.

Soon after I began this daily prac-
tice, I had a specific experience that 
has grounded, shaped, and driven my 
thinking and actions about giving, 
generosity, and gratitude ever since.

One warm spring day, a colleague 
and I were eating lunch in a park near 
work. As we were talking, we were 
approached by a very tall African man 
with a dilapidated bundle buggy filled 
with his possessions.

He asked, “Do you have any spare 
change?”

I said yes and dumped the change 
into my hand. “This is yours, I just 
need the TTC [Toronto Transit Com-
mission] tokens.” I put the coins into 
his outstretched hand, and he said, 
“Bless you.”

My practice done for that day, I 
continued my lunch and conversation 
with my friend. A few minutes later, 
my friend noticed that the man with 
the bundle buggy was heading in our 
direction again. “I guess he thinks you 
have more to give,” she said. “We’ll 
see.”

He approached and this time he 
asked, “Would you please put out 
your hand?” I did. Into it he carefully 
placed a small, blue plastic TTC token 
holder. “You need this more than I 
do.”

I looked at this gift in my hand, a 
bit surprised. I hope I said, “Thank 
you.” He went on his way.

And that is the real beginning 
of my giving journey. This man’s 
generosity has been the single most 
important experience that shaped 
my giving practice to this day. I give 
thanks to God for him every time 
I give. (A true regret is that I didn’t 
speak more to him, especially to dis-

cover his name.)
I experienced generosity that day 

– thoughtful generosity and joyful 
giving. Important lessons in my faith 
journey. 

From that day, I have been work-
ing to match his generosity, to give 
away from my wealth and possessions 
the same proportion that he gave me 
from his: one blue plastic token in 
the middle of his bundle buggy. I give 
more freely and easily now, but after 
more than 20 years I am only slightly 
closer to matching his generosity.

My bundle buggy is very large, and, 
for the most part not dilapidated. It 
contains many things: comfortable 
housing, a summer cottage, furniture, 
clothes, well educated young adult 
children, savings for retirement…

I have a long way to go. Neverthe-
less, I try to give with the same ease 
with which he shared one of his few 
possessions with me.

I remain grateful to my nameless 
mentor for his lesson in spontaneous 
generosity. His example is a gift from 
God that endures and a reminder that 
I always have more to give.

❑

By Susan Graham Walker

Susan Graham Walker is an Anglican 
lay person who leads the 
Congregational Giving and 
Stewardship area for the United 
Church of Canada and is “loaned” 
part-time to the Anglican Church of 
Canada. Her Anglican projects include 
‘Giving Our Thanks & Praise’, the ‘I 
Intend’ discipleship project and the 
‘Inspire! Invite! Thank! ‘Facebook 
group.
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What does it mean be called to 
Licensed Lay Ministry?  In the late 
spring, eighteen Licensed Lay Minis-
ters (LLMs) serving in the East Koote-
nays explored this question with The 
Rev. Dr. Yme Woensdregt during  a 
day of worship, sharing, networking, 
and learning.  Oh yes, and lunch! 

After Morning Prayer (led by June 
Sobincinksi, Christ Church Cran-
brook), we shared what we do and 
what’s the best thing about serving 
God as LLMs.  Answers included:  
Keeping the doors open when the 
Pastor is absent, or in between pas-
tors, so that people’s lives can con-
tinue to be regular in faith. Proclaim-
ing the Gospel.  My whole career is 
ministry and Licensed Lay Ministry 
is helping me recover the spiritual 
aspects. Living out the incarnation 
as I assist at the Eucharist. It’s a gift 
that grounds me and it’s humbling to 
serve God’s people. 

Reverend Yme then spoke on “The 
Vocation of Licensed Lay Ministry” 
— rooting his reflections in Acts 9: 
1-19 (the calling of Saul, Ananias) and 
passages from Frederick Buechner 
and Thomas Merton. “EVERYONE  
is called,”  he commented, “not just 

priests.  We are all called to live the 
Christian life — loving God, loving 
others and being God’s people in the 
world.”  We are not called to be church 
members, but followers and disciples 
of Jesus.  Our calling, whether as 
LLMs or otherwise, involves discern-
ing what makes our hearts glad and 
lifts our spirit in combination with 
seeking out the places of need within 
other people and/or within our com-
munities.  When we have the courage 
to answer the call (as Paul did, as 

Ananias finally did), it not only chang-
es our lives, but those of others.  

After closing with worship (led by 
the Christ Church Fernie LLMs),  we 
emerged from All Saints Kimberley 
(which kindly hosted the gather-
ing) with a renewed understanding 
of  “our call” as LLMs, bolstered by 
community, and with a commitment 
to gather again for more learning in 
the future.  We are grateful to the Rev 
Yme Woensdregt for his time and 
inspiration and to the East Kootenay 

Regional Council for funding this day 
on our behalf.  

“Vocation does not come from a voice ‘out there’ 
telling me to become something I am not.  It comes 
from a voice ‘in here’ calling me to the person I was 
born to be, to fulfill the original selfhood given to 
me by God.”  
 Thomas Merton 

The Calling of Licensed Lay Ministers
What ? Who? You?

By Catherine Ripley

 
Group photograph at the LLM Conference in the East Kootenays — Late Spring 2019 at All Saints, Kimberley

Last Service at St John’s, Fruitvale

 
Group photograph at the last service given at St John the Evangelist, Fruitvale, October  2, 2019

 
St John’s,  Anglican & St Paul’s United, Fruitvale BC
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