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By Archbishop 
John E. Privett

Dear Friends,

As you now know, I have announced 
my intention to retire as Archbishop 
of the Ecclesiastical Province of BC 
and Yukon and Bishop of the Dio-
cese of Kootenay.   After consultation 
with the bishops of the province I will 
step down as Archbishop of BC and 
Yukon on April 30 in order to allow 
for an election of a new archbishop 
in May, and I will retire as Bishop of 
Kootenay on May 31.  My decision 
came after a great deal of reflection, 
consultation and prayer.   I am keenly 
aware that the diocese is about to 
move forward with important work 
in supporting our congregations 
through the “Nurturing Faithful 
Communities” process that will be 
presented to our Synod in April. I 
expect that will be the focus for more 
than a few years to come.  I believe 
it is time for new leadership to carry 
that work forward.   The timing of my 
retirement will also allow the diocese 
to elect a new bishop prior to General 
Synod in 2019 and allow she/he to 
have a few months to prepare for that 
very important meeting.  To serve as 
Bishop of Kootenay has been one of 
the great privileges of my life, and I 
am grateful to have shared in ministry 
with you.

I came to the diocese in 2005 
having just completed my Doctor of 
Ministry studies in Congregational 
Development. I came to the Diocese 
with a deep passion for the life of our 
congregations and the belief that the 
congregation is the most important 
focus for the work of the Church.  It is 
in a congregation that most of us hear 
the gospel proclaimed, are formed in 
the life of Christ and find our minis-
tries of service in the community.   I 
also know that our congregations are 
under great stress at this time in our 
history and need a great deal of sup-
port in order to be the best that they 
can possibly be.  And so it seems good 
and fitting that as I mark the final 
few months of my episcopal ministry 
I continue to focus on the life of our 
congregations with reflections on 
the seven marks of a healthy church.   
This month is Mark number 5 and 
when my last column in The HighWay 
is written it will bring us to Mark 
number 7.

The fifth mark of a healthy church 
is that it operate as a community.  
This may seem obvious given that 
at the heart of our life in God is a 
relationship with the Divine and that 
it was as a human person that Jesus 
came into the world and built a com-

munity of followers.  Nevertheless, 
many of our congregations function 
more as a gathering of individuals, 
rather than as a community of people 
in significant relationship.  It requires 
a particular way of thinking about a 
congregation to recognize the im-
portant dynamics that support and 
build a community which reflects 
the gospel in all that it does.  The 
Healthy Churches Handbook (Church 
House Publishing, London, UK 2012) 
identifies three dimensions of what a 
church that operates as a community 
values.   The first is a commitment 
to nurturing the relationships within 
the church.  This takes place often in 
small groups or in gatherings where 
people can feel accepted — and actu-
ally are accepted! — and are helped 
to grow in faith, and encouraged in 
their involvement in the ministries 
of a congregation.  It is important to 
learn the skill of stepping back from 
our congregation and asking what the 
unwritten norms are that are expect-
ed of parishioners and identifying 
what barriers we place on those who 
are new to our church. Small church-
es often already function as commu-
nities but sometimes become “closed 
communities” to others.  I remember 
when I was a teenager in Whitehorse 
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hearing someone ask my father, “I 
have been in Whitehorse for 5 years 
now, how long will it be before I am 
no longer a ‘newcomer’?”   The sec-
ond is a commitment by both lay and 
ordained leadership to developing all 
“Seven Marks of a Healthy Church” 
in ways that are appropriate to their 
own context.  The emphasis is on a 
team of lay and ordained leaders (and 
in small churches this may mean the 
priest, lay ministers and the church 
committee) all working together 
toward the goal of strengthening their 
congregation in a conscious way. 
The third is a commitment to en-
couraging the ministry of the whole 
congregation so that the different 
gifts, experiences and faith perspec-
tives are valued and supported.  We 
often say that we value the ministry of 
everyone, but in practise we tend to 
value the same people, and the same 
ministries without considering that 
someone with different gifts might be 
the seed of a whole new ministry.

There are some who look at a 
congregation gathered on a Sunday 
morning and see the individual needs 
of each one present. Others look at 
the same congregation and see a 
community of people who gather to 
support each other on their journey 
of life and faith.  Both are needed, but 
in my view there is no replacement 
for a community of people working 
together as disciples of Jesus who 
understand themselves to be much 
more than the sum of their parts.

Faithfully,

 +John
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Editorial

By John Lavender

This month is situated between the 
middle of Lent and the beginning of 
Easter, which accounts for our front 
page celebrating our “Journey with 
a Saviour.” You will also see the word 
“wonder” appearing in several of our 
articles.

The journey we have taken with 
you producing this newspaper has 
been joyful and trans-formative. For 
The HighWay and the Anglican Journal, 

it is, however, important for us to 
communicate with our readership to 
make their opinions known regarding 
the value of having printed church 
newspapers rather than only on-line 
versions. 

Randall Fairey has written an in-
formative account of what is happen-
ing with regards to the  very survival 
of our newspapers in CoGS Wheels 
and I encourage you to read it. Even 
though it has some importance, 
Funding is not the  only issue here. It 
is more about what is happening at 
the governance level. 

One of the things the Journal 
prides itself is on is its editorial in-
dependence;  actually, a requirement 
for receiving a grant from the Federal 
government for reduced postal rates 
to distribute the paper throughout 
Canada. It is important to note that 
if the communication voice of the 
Church doesn’t have the proviso of 

being independent it is likely to loose 
its freedom of speech.

The Council of General Synod 
(CoGS) has created the Anglican 
Journal & Communications Joint Working 
Group that has been tasked with ex-
amining the issue of how we commu-
nicate across the Church, at both the 
national and diocesan levels.

An important part of the work 
being conducted by that working 
group is to consider options and to 
make recommendations regarding 
the future of print publications in the 
Anglican Church of Canada.

There has been an initial report 
from the working group made to 
CoGS and there are to be some sur-
veys done by the working group to 
gather reaction from the wider Angli-
can Church membership in Canada.

What has not been made clear to 
those at CoGS, or to those asked to 
fill in a survey, is that if the Anglican 

Journal no longer is produced in print 
form then most of not all of the dioce-
san papers will no longer be produced. 
The reason being that the cost of dis-
tributing the Anglican Journal and our 
diocesan paper is shared by both. In 
addition all the papers are printed at 
the same printer and the size of that 
contract results in a lower price than 
any diocesan paper or the Anglican 
Journal could obtain on its own.  

The Anglican Editors Association 
(AEA) asked last June to be a part of 
the working group but was refused. It 
is the opinion of AEA that the An-
glican Journal is widely viewed as an 
instrument of unity for the Canadian 
church and helping to fulfill the first 
Mark of Mission in proclaiming the 
Good News. It is vital that it con-
tinues to provide Anglicans across 
the country with inspiration and 
information from and about both 
General Synod and the dioceses. 
Members of the Canadian church 
need to remain connected to the life 
of the national church and activities 
happening throughout the country. 
This exchange of information inspires 
both parishes and dioceses with ideas 
from outside themselves, as well as 
helping to overcome the isolation and 
nature of some parishes and regions. 
The Journal also provides an import-
ant vehicle for the distribution of the 
PWRDF triennial paper Under the Sun 
and the Christmas Gift Guide.

The diocesan papers link parish-
es across their dioceses, provide a 
vehicle for spreading news into each 
household and are a way for the Bish-
op to communicate with parishioners 
in each and every community. 

AEA is seriously concerned that 
the readership of our diocesan papers 
will not get a chance to voice their 
opinion on the importance of their 
diocesan paper and the Anglican 
Journal to them. The editors are not in 
a position to hold a national survey of 
our readership. However, we are in-
viting you, our readers, to send letters 
to the editor of your diocesan papers 
regarding the future of the print edi-
tions of your diocesan paper and the 
Anglican Journal.

The Kootenay Diocesan Planning 
Committee has been asked to put for-
ward a motion to support (or not) the 
survival of the Anglican  Journal in print 
form. Hopefully, this will be included 
in the upcoming Synod for delegates 
to express the opinion of their dioce-
san readership. In the mean time we 
look forward to hearing from you.

Email address is  
 anghighway@gmail.com 

Mailing address:
 The HighWay 

 Letters to the Editor 
 John Lavender

 PO Box 207,  
 Winlaw BC  
 V0G 2J0

More than survival...

❑
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By Gordon Jones Trains & Churches

It is said that when the West 
opened, the last settlers  to arrive 
from the east were Anglicans — they 
waited for the First Class Pullman 
coaches to be built.  The following 
is a story about the descendants of 
the railway men that brought them 
here.

Last October, a long-time friend 
and I took a wonderful trip to the 
US with the main focus on steam 
railways. His father was a locomotive 
engineer and mine was a conductor, 
both stationed in Revelstoke. We grew 
up in railway households and that 
has a tendency to stick with you for 
life. And so as part of our itinerary, 
we boarded the Virginia and Truckee 
passenger train that took us from 
Carson City, Nevada up to the histor-
ic mining town of Virginia City with 
hard working locomotive #29 on the 
head end.

One of the most interesting old 
buildings in Virginia City, Nevada is St 
Paul’s Episcopal Church. It was con-
structed in the summer of 1876, after 
the original building was destroyed in 

the great fire of October 1875. It is an 
example of neo-gothic architecture 
and was built at a cost of $25,000. It 
is constructed of native Lake Tahoe 
Pine. The arches are Ponderosa Pine 
with panelling of Sugar Pine. The 
entire structure is held together with 
wooden doweling and long screws.

The Alexander Mills Pipe Organ 
was constructed and installed in 1876 
at a cost of $2,000. The organ is a 19 
rank instrument with 1,056 speaking 
pipes. It was built in the style of a 
classic “tracker “(mechanical ac-
tion) organ. Other than now having 
its wind supplied by a blower in the 
basement, it is unaltered from its 
original design.

It was our good fortune that the 
organist happened to be there when 
we toured the interior of the church. 
My friend and I (the only ones in the 
church at the time) were then treated 
to a superb, private 15 minute organ 
recital. It was truly an impressive per-
formance. This young and brilliant 
musician not only regularly plays the 
instrument at Sunday services but as 
well played a major role in its resto-
ration and also maintains it in perfect 
condition.

We enjoyed the rest of the day 
touring the city and capped it all off 
by re-boarding the train for the trip 
back down to Carson City.

Gordon Jones is a member of  
St Mary’s  Kettle Valley

Locomotive #29

St Paul Virginia City, Nevada 

❑

Ordination of Pam Wilson  
On Sunday, January 
21, 2018 at 3:00pm 
nearly one hundred 
folks made their way 
to St Michael and All 
Angels Cathedral in 
Kelowna to witness 
and support the ordi-
nation of Pam Wilson 
to the Order of Dea-
con.  Pam’s ordination is 
the outcome of having 
journeyed through a 
number of milestones 
including, graduating 
from EFM, meeting 
with Archbishop John, 
consulting with her par-
ish church council, (St 
Mary’s East Kelowna), 
working with a parish 
level discernment group 
and completing KSM 
courses. Following this 
part of her process Pam 
received affirmation of 
a genuine call resulting 
in an invitation from 
Archbishop John, to 

meet with the Diocesan 
Examining Chaplains and 
a further recommenda-
tion from the Archbishop 
to attend The Advisory 
Committee on Postulants 
for Ordination (ACPO).  In 
May of 2017 Pam attend-
ed an ACPO weekend at 
Sorrento and was affirmed 
in her discerned call to the 
Locally Trained Priesthood 
(LTP).  After consultation 
with the Archbishop, dates 
for ordination were estab-
lished.  Pam’s  LTP ordi-
nation will be on April 8, 
2018 at St Michael &All An-
gels Cathedral at 3 pm. She 
will serve  
St Mary’s East Kelowna 
with Incumbent Trevor 
Freeman and Deacon 
Heather Karabelas.  Please 
consider attending this 
joyous occasion with Pam 
and her family and friends 
at the Cathedral on Sun-
day, April 8, 2018 at 3 pm. 
Thanks be to God!       

By Pam Wilson

Ordination: Deacon Pam Wilson and Archbishop John Privett, January 21, 2018 , St Michael & All Angels Cathedral, Kelowna

It’s interesting to note that all of 
this development in the hills of Ne-
vada had taken place 10 years before 
a railway was ever completed across 
Canada.
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CoGS WHEELS  

By randall fairey

Randall Fairey is a Delegate to the 
Council of General Synod (CoGS) and 
Prolocutor of the Ecclesiastical 
Province of British Columbia & Yukon

“Wither” the Anglican Journal?  And 
no, dear readers, that is not a misspell 
although the question “whither” the 
Journal is really what is being asked – 
where is this long-treasured resource 
going in the future and how might it 
need to change in order to survive?  
The Diocese of Rupert’s Land, looking 
at the best stewardship of its finite 
communication resources, requested 
the General Synod to examine this 
very fair question.  

At its November meeting, CoGS 
received an important presentation 
from Canon (Lay) Ian Alexander 
reporting on behalf of the Commu-
nication and Information Resources 
Coordinating Committee (CIRC).  
Canon Alexander is well positioned 
to chair a Working Group which, im-
pelled by the Rupert’s Land question, 
is now functioning to examine the 
future of the Journal, and consequently 
our local diocesan newspapers, which 
are an important component of our 
Anglican Christian print media, and 

receives a mandate from General 
Synod.  He has had a long experience 
in media with a career spanning 25 
years with the CBC, continuing as a 
communications consultant, and he 
remains a faithful member of Christ 
Church Cathedral, Victoria.  

The Working Group is a joint 
endeavor of the Journal staff and the 
CIRC and it is timely and pivotal in 
the need to examine the roles of the 
Journal, and the challenges of funding 
a national Church newspaper and 
distributing it along with a number of 
diocesan newspapers across Canada.

Mr. Alexander provided an update 
on the process first announced in the 
June meeting.  Surveys of diocesan 
bishops, CoGS members, General 
Synod senior staff, and diocesan edi-
tors, along with other interested and 
affected parties are underway in the 
ACC; an interim report is expected at 
the next CoGS meeting in June with 
final recommendations to follow in 
November.  

The surveys are intended as tools 
to develop a picture of the usefulness 
of the Journal and diocesan newspa-
pers in their current configurations: 
are they cost-effective, do they reach 
and inform readers in a still mean-
ingful way in the 21st Century?  Given 
modern technology, are printed 
papers still the best format to reach 
different reader constituencies across 
a huge and diverse geography; are 
they the right forum for exchanges of 

religious and social ideas and com-
munications in the Anglican Church 
of Canada?  Are there better ways 
of reaching Anglican Christians in 
Canada and do the Journal and its di-
ocesan cousins fulfill the purpose for 
which they were established and have 
served the Church so well?

Another important topic raised 
for discussion, seen by some as 
quite controversial, is to what de-
gree should the Journal have editorial 
independence, and does funding by 
the General Synod conflict with the 
stated mandate from General Synod 
for there to be “a national newspa-
per of interest to the members of 
the Anglican Church of Canada with 
an independent editorial policy and 
(which) is not the official voice of, 
or for the Church.”  Should Angli-
cans across the country continue 
to receive the Journal and diocesan 
newspapers distributed free of charge 
while acknowledging that the General 
Synod does not exercise control over 
the editorial content.  Granted the 
Journal receives external government 
grants (assuring independence is a 
necessary condition) it also receives 
a considerable portion of its funding 
from General Synod.  Further there 
are considerable differences from 
diocese to diocese on the degree of 
restraint for content and editorial 
opinions in the local newspapers.  
Some would ask is too much being 
made of editorial independence and 

should the ACC re-examine its overall 
communications as to what it wishes 
to discuss and how it is best present-
ed.  In a world of social media and 
blogs, are the Journal and the diocesan 
papers the optimum way for Angli-
cans to communicate?

The fact that you are reading this 
column in a fine Diocesan newspaper, 
The Highway, distributed with your 
copy of the Journal, reflects my inher-
ent bias as a print columnist.   Across 
Canada, the subjectivity of columnists 
and Anglican editors is understand-
able when they justify and promote 
the importance of traditional print 
media for our Church.  Others would 
claim the use of social media is the 
only future.  I am sufficiently long in 
the tooth that I am still less familiar 
with the range of social media than I 
perhaps should be, and old-fashioned 
enough to treasure holding a news-
paper in my hands and reading at my 
leisure.  And I value that I am given a 
place to air my opinions and views, 
and they are out there for any and all 
to criticize or to validate.  I welcome 
that the Journal offers editorial free-
dom and may express dissent and 
provoke disagreement.  We have only 
to look elsewhere to recognize the 
importance of a free press; we may 
be irritated and angered by specif-
ic content, but contributors to the 
Journal and the diocesan newspapers 
do not willingly or knowingly create 
“fake news.”  Each in their own way is 
trying to serve the Mission of God in 
the Anglican Church of Canada with 
integrity.  There is still time to express 
our opinions to Canon Alexander and 
the CIRC Working Group and not allow 
the Journal and newspapers like The 
Highway to simply wither away.

❑

Inside story: Possible changes in 
the future of the Anglican Journal 

Some of you may remember the 
popular psychology book, “Passages” 
by Gail Sheehy, which was popular 
many years ago.  It outlined the stages 
of human development from birth to 
old age.  This included some of the 
physical changes, but focused mainly 
on psychological changes and needs.  
The part of the book that talked 
about changes and needs during the 
last third of life was very short.  The 
focus was on the upcoming baby 

boomers.  Now that baby boomers are 
moving into the last third of life, (age 
about 60 to 99+) books are appearing 
that focus  on this stage of life.  This 
includes books that talk about spiri-
tual development in this last third.

Carl Jung observed that in the 
animal kingdom animals die shortly 
after their reproductive years are 
over.  Humans are the only exception, 
where we can live many years after 
our reproductive years.  He reasoned 
that there must be a purpose for this. 
God has a purpose for giving us these 
years. There are things for us to learn 
and do. 

The last third of life brings both 
challenges and opportunities. There 
is the gift of time – usually the 
children have left home, and there 
are no “work” commitments. And 
there are also challenges of watching 
increasing numbers of friends devel-
op chronic diseases, going to more 
funerals, coping with less energy, and 

By MArCELLA MUGforD

The Rev Marcella Mugford is a member  
of the Spiritual Development Committee

What does age have to do with it...?  

our own health concerns.   It is harder 
to do things that used to be easy.  The 
reality that time is limited becomes 
more real.

Our spiritual development, our 
relationship with our God can be-
come enriched during these years.  
Ways of praying, for example. Being in 
touch with our God that were help-
ful before may no long be as helpful 
at this time. We might take time to 
develop new ways of listening to, 
relating with, and reflecting our God’s 
love to others.  We are invited to live 
life to the end, not just exist.  We are 
invited to prepare ourselves, and 
help others  prepare  for our death.  
Making these changes, deepening our 
understanding and relationship with 
God, allowing God to change us is our 
“work” during these gifted years.

It is sometimes helpful to reflect  
on what is happening in our relation-
ships with God and other people, and 

how our actions and attitudes are 
influencing these relationships. Often 
sharing our reflections with another 
or a group is helpful.  I am going to 
suggest a couple of books that may 
be helpful tools to focus our thoughts 
and conversations as we consider 
how we are using these years.  The 
first is:

 “Pilgrimage into the Last Third 
of Life – 7 Gateways to Spiritual 
Growth,” written by Jane Marie Thi-
bault and Richard L. Morgan. Most 
books on this topic are written by 
women. This one contains informa-
tion from both a male and female 
points of view.  This book is written in 
easy chapters suitable for one chapter 
a week for 7 weeks.
(Copyright 2012)  ISBN 978-08358-
1117-0 or eISBN 978-0-8358-1122-4

Another book that can be helpful 
is “The Gift of Years – Growing Older 
Gracefully” by Joan D. Chittister.  
(Copyright 2008) ISBN 978-1-933346-
10-6

I hope these thoughts will enrich 
your journey through the last third of 
life. ❑
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By Nissa Basbaum

Nissa Basbaum is the Dean of  
St Michael & All Angels Cathedral  
in Kelowna

“Wondering” off the main road 

The congregation which I served 
in St. Catharines, Ontario had a 
columbarium inside the sanctuary 
space. It was located on both side 
walls of a chapel located just off 
the main worship area. A mid-week 
Eucharist took place in this chapel 
each Wednesday morning, attended 
by a regular group of parishioners, 
which included a woman who always 
sat on the left-hand side of the chapel 
beside the two niches that held both 
her husband and her mother’s ashes. 
Following one of these Wednesday 
morning services, Betty called me 
over to where she was sitting and 
pointed to the floor beneath her fam-
ily members’ resting place. “Look at 
that,” she said, whereupon when I did 
as she asked, I found myself staring at 
what appeared to be a pile of sand on 
the carpet near the wall. “I don’t know 
what that is,” she continued, “but I’m 
a little worried that my husband and 
my mother are stilling fighting with 
each other even in death.”

In my years as a priest, Betty was 
one of the funniest women I have 
encountered. When we met she was 
probably in her early seventies and, 
as she got older, she just got better. 
Blessed with a strong ego, she seemed 
able to take what others might fuss 
about and turn this into a joke, which 
is precisely what she managed to do 
when she noticed that pile of dirt in 
the chapel. Not surprisingly, when we 
checked into it, we discovered that it 
was actually an anthill, not a pile of 
ash that had been kicked up by Betty’s 
husband and mother.  

In contrast to this woman, I am 
nowhere near as easygoing when 
confronted with things that mess up 
my world. Indeed, this story has come 
back to me because, since Christmas, 
we have been fighting off an ant prob-
lem in our house and getting nowhere 
fast in our attempts to do this. Forced 
to bring in an exterminator a couple 
of weeks ago, we have learned several 
things that I probably didn’t want to 
know. Ant traps encourage the pro-
duction of new queens in more new 
colonies even as they help to kill off 
the old queen in the old colony. There 
is no such thing as one ant; if you 
see one ant, there is likely an army 

or two lurking in the background, 
just waiting for the right moment to 
march through the dishwasher onto 
the counter-top and across the floor. 
And good luck with trying to get rid 
of them permanently; as far as I can 
tell, like cockroaches, they’re likely 
to survive a nuclear holocaust. As my 
Faith Formation Coordinator said 
when I came to work recently, sput-
tering venomous stories about their 
invasion of my kitchen, they really are 
a “pestilANTS.” 

When I considered the possibility 
of writing about my experience with 
these horrible creatures, the one 
thing I wondered was whether or not 
I would be able to find anything even 
close to useful, let alone graceful, that 
could be said. Truthfully, they bring 
out the killer instinct in me and, as I 
squish one miserable bug after anoth-
er, I find myself worrying that, in the 
next life, I am destined to come back 
as an ant and, therefore, destined for 
someone else to do the squishing. 

It was my daughter, an inveterate 
and amazingly faithful collector of 
quotes from the books she reads, who 
provided me with this gem from a 
novel by Ashley Little, entitled Niagara 
Motel. “…I just wanted to watch the 
ants. The ants were busy. They knew 
exactly what they were doing and 
where they were going and what they 
were supposed to do when they got 
there. They didn’t have to wonder 
about anything.” 

“Wow,” I thought. “Wouldn’t that 
be lovely?!” What I wouldn’t give to 
know exactly what I am supposed to 
do from one day to the next and to 
know what awaits me pretty much 
every time I turn a corner. And then I 
took a second glance at the quote and 
thought again. 

On the surface, the predictabil-
ity of an ant’s life seems to offer a 
welcome change from the fluidity 
of being a parish priest or, for that 
matter, anything else that most of us 
do. It dangles before us an assurance 
of security which human existence 
just doesn’t provide. What made me 
think again, however, was the analysis 
of this predictability, that when you’re 
an ant you don’t have to “wonder” 
about anything. If this author had 
said ants don’t have to “worry” about 
anything, I might be able to get on 

board, but that 
isn’t what she 
wrote. A life with-
out wonder is just 
not something to 
which I can aspire, 
irrespective of the 
tempting lure of 
predictability and 
security that this 
might offer. 

For the last six 
weeks, these ants 
have been the bane 

of my existence and, from what I can 
tell, they’re not about to disappear 
anytime soon. For tiny little creatures 
with very little brain capacity, they 
seem to be considerably smarter than 
what one might assume. As far as I 
can surmise, this smartness comes 
from the way they function as part 
of the colony: they have a goal, they 
know they’re goal, they pursue their 
goal, and any veering from this has 
the potential to topple the entire 
structure. They can’t “wonder” about 
anything because just the act of won-
dering suggests creativity and origi-
nality, both of which pose a threat to 
their existence. 

In every institution, the church 
among them, there are leaders who 
try to squash any kind of “wondering” 
in favour of a mindless adherence to 
the “colony” and to the rules of that 
same colony. At no time of year more 
than Holy Week, in particular on 
Good Friday, do Christians come face 
to face with the devastating impact 
of such a lack of “wondering.” Despite 
the fact that God, in the face of Jesus, 
exhibits the epitome of breaking from 
the ranks and shirking the goals of 
the colony, encouraging people to 
wonder about their possibilities or 
the “more” that their lives can be-
come, such wondering is rejected by 
many in favour of the status quo. 

This year, among other things, I 
will try to use the Season of Lent to 
contemplate my inability to deal with 
much of the stuff that messes up my 
world because, let’s face it, human 
predictability has the potential to be 
even uglier and considerably more 
dangerous than an army of ants…

 A little “wondering” off the main 
road might be a good idea.
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By yme Woensdregt

Why  go to church?

The Rev Dr Yme Woensdregt is the 
Dean of East Kootenay and Incumbent 
for Christ Church, Cranbrook.

❑

Have you heard about the atheist 
church? Formally called “Sunday 
Assembly,” it was begun in 2013 by 
a couple of standup comedians in 
North London, England, who decid-
ed they wanted to do “something 
like church, but without God.” The 
purpose of the Sunday Assembly is so 
that non–religious people who want 
a similar communal experience to a 
religious church can gather.

The movement has taken off. 
There are similar gatherings all 
around the world, including Calgary, 
Halifax, Toronto, Vancouver and 
other Canadians cities. People gather 
together because they long for a sense 
of community and guidance which 
comes from being part of a church.

Korey Peters, an organizer of The 
Calgary Secular Church, said “I began 
to miss the church experience, and I 
thought, ‘Oh it would be a good idea 

to have a church for the non–reli-
gious.’” And so they began to meet.

Groups meet in pastry shops, 
coffee bars, theatres—wherever they 
can find a welcoming space. They 
sing songs which affirm the power 
of life. They read from various read-
ings which are also life–affirming. 
There are moments of silence for 
contemplation. They explore differ-
ent themes about the miracle of life, 
or the power of compassion, or the 
wonder of the world in which we live. 
They promote virtues such as resil-
ience and humour.

The mantra of the Sunday Assem-
bly in north London is “live better, 
help often, wonder more.” Since 
they started five or so years ago, the 
movement is growing. This suggests 
to me that people hunger for a sense 
of community and ritual. We need to 
gather with others and be inspired. 
We need to celebrate, and to “won-
der.” But the answers in traditional re-
ligion no longer make sense to them.

All of this got me to thinking: 
Most people who go to church do so 
because they subscribe to the beliefs 
of that church. I, for example, go 
because of my trust in God, who is 
revealed to us in Jesus Christ.

But at the same time, many people 
who go to church generally accept the 

doctrine of the church they attend, 
but don’t necessarily believe it all. 
Some, for example, recite the Creed 
with their fingers crossed. I myself 
recite the Creed, and while I have 
problems with almost every phrase in 
the Creed, I still want to belong to a 
community which accepts this way of 
formulating our Christian faith.

But what about people who can’t 
believe what any of the churches out 
there teach? There are increasing 
numbers of them, mostly because 
there is no longer any social pressure 
to be part of a church. There were 
always atheists … but these days, it’s 
ok to be one. No one looks at you 
sideways if you don’t go to church. In 
fact, they might look at you sideways 
if you DO go to church.

But how can you meet basic hu-
man needs for community which the 
church used to fulfill? Where else can 
you gather these days to talk about 
virtue, about doing good, about being 
good?

Where else can you gather these 
days to form community? I’ve written 
about Alain de Botton’s book, “Reli-
gion for Atheists,” in which he names 
community as the most important 
element of religious life which the 
church used to mediate, but no lon-
ger does for many people. Where else 

do you gather with people who share 
different views of life, and yet form a 
community which is able to celebrate 
together, which gathers precisely to 
wonder at the presence of mystery in 
human life?

Where else do you gather with 
people who are different than you are, 
and who end up becoming friends 
simply by the act of gathering? Where 
else do you spend time in your life 
meeting with different folks who 
challenge your way of thinking and 
help you to view life from another 
perspective?

Where else do you build some 
space in your life for contemplation 
and silence, where you can retreat for 
an hour from the noise and busy pace 
of this life. Where else can you build 
in some time for peace and reflec-
tion?

Where else are you supported by 
people who love you and care for 
you, with whom you can share your 
sadness and your joys?

Some churches are learning that 
we can reach out and welcome others 
who long to belong. We are learning 
to form a community of healing and 
grace—and that’s a very good thing.

❑

The Ven. Trevor Freeman is the 
Executive Archdeacon for the  
Diocese of Kootenay.     
The following article comes from his 
blog on “The Community.” 
http://thecommunity.anglican.ca/

By trevor freeman

“Abundant Life”

“There is no doubt that Marley was 
dead.  This must be distinctly under-
stood, or nothing wonderful can come 
of the story I am going to relate.” 

Very near to the beginning of 
Dicken’s, “A Christmas Carol,” the 
author makes it very clear that Jacob 
Marley is indeed dead. Further, 
knowing that Marley is really dead is 

required before the story can properly 
begin. And while this may seem like a 
strange story to mention with Christ-
mas behind us and Lent before us, it 
is a good place to start this season. 
Not because we need to be certain of 
Jacob Marley’s death, mind you, but 
of our own. By the time you read this 
you might have already attended an 
Ash Wednesday service and had your 
forehead marked with ashes as the 
officiant reminded you that “you are 
dust and to dust you shall return”.

“This must be distinctly under-
stood, or nothing wonderful can 
come of the story I am going to 
relate.”

Regardless of how we might 
choose to ignore it, or put it off, or 
live, all of us are going to die. The 

existence that you and I know now 
is temporary and limited. If you find 
yourself suffering from the loss of a 
loved one right now, or if you have 
recently heard news of a terminal 
illness, you don’t need to be reminded 
of this. It’s for those of us for whom 
death is an idea that seems far away 
or some ways off that this reminder is 
needed.

This is not about being afraid of 
what’s to come on the other side of 
death, or because our souls are in 
danger of being lost if we don’t act 
quickly. On the other side of death are 
the loving arms of God and in them 
will be found justice and mercy and 
peace.

This reminder is there to ground 
us. Like the 40 days and nights of 
Lent before Easter Sunday we have 
a certain amount of time to learn to 
live abundantly. We have a certain 
amount of time to learn what the 
abundant life of Jesus looks like in our 
lives. We have a certain amount of 
time to really live.

“This must be distinctly under-
stood, or nothing wonderful can 
come of the story I am going to 
relate.”

We can’t just reduce this to seizing 
the day, even though each day is a 
gift. It also has to be a letting go of the 
things that limit the fullness of life. 
It must be a turning away from the 
things that keep our lives superficial 
and boxed in by the pursuit of things 
even more temporary than our exis-
tence on earth.  

This year’s Lent will pass and I 
hope and trust that those of you read-
ing this will have many more seasons 
of Lent to come. But the “wonder” of 
the fullness of life requires the knowl-
edge of ashes or nothing wonderful 
can come from the story that God is 
relating.

“I came that they may have life, and 
have it abundantly.” John 10:10b



Page 8                                                                                                                                                                                                      the highWay March 2018

❑

Canada Briefs BC

Cree veteran praying for  
justice

Veteran Victor Flett shared his life 
story in a presentation entitled “From 
Racism to Reconciliation” at St. Peter 
and St. Paul’s, Esquimalt, B.C., diocese 
of British Columbia, December 2. He 
was afterward given the status of lay 
canon of the diocese. In the presen-
tation, organized by the diocese’s 
Aboriginal Neighbours group, Flett 
shared about his childhood, growing 
up on his grandfather’s land in Man-
itoba, his time in the Navy and his 
civilian life after his discharge.

Flett, who is of Cree descent, said 
that he learned early in his life to be 
ashamed of his Indigenous heritage, 
and experienced racism at school and 

in the navy. Flett, who served in Korea 
on the destroyer HMCS Crusader, 
shared stories of returning to Korea 
for ceremonies of acknowledgement 
of the Canadian contribution and of 
participation in the 100th anniversary 
ceremonies at the Vimy Memorial. 
People’s warden of St. Peter and St. 
Paul’s, John Ducker, presented a pho-
to essay on Canadians returning to 
Vimy to complement Flett’s talk.

Flett also spoke about his experi-
ence in Aboriginal Neighbours, where 
he found friends who were trying 
to build bridges between Anglicans 
and First Nations. He spoke of being 
encouraged by the Truth and Recon-
ciliation Commission’s 94 Calls to Ac-
tion, highlighting the call to repudiate 
the Doctrine of Discovery, which he 
believes is the root of the racism that 
followed over the past 400 years.

When asked what he was praying 
for now, Flett emphatically answered, 
“justice,” pointing out that even in a 
land as rich as Canada, some First 
Nations communities live in pover-
ty and under boil water advisories. 
He said that he is encouraged to see 
signs that racism is being replaced by 
reconciliation, but that there is still a 

great deal of work to be done. 
After inviting Flett’s son, Victor Jr. 
(Buddy) to stand with them at the 
front, Anglican diocese of British 
Columbia Bishop Logan McMenamie 
bestowed upon Flett the status of lay 
canon of the diocese to much cheer-
ing and applause.
—Diocesan Post

 
Mission to Seafarers team 
delivers Christmas presents 
to seafarers in Vancouver’s 
harbour

On December 22, 2017, a Mission 
to Seafarers team, along with a CBC 
intern doing coverage for an after-
noon radio program, boarded a water 
taxi. With them they carried almost 
400 gifts that would be delivered to 
the 18 ships at anchor in Vancouver’s 
harbour.

A total of 1,000 gifts are distribut-
ed annually as part of this seasonal 
ministry of the Mission to Seafarers 
at Port of Vancouver and Roberts 
Bank Superport, in the diocese of 
New Westminster. In preparation, 
participating churches organized the 

donation of toothbrushes, toothpaste, 
soap, toiletries, chocolate, socks, 
hand-knit toques, gloves, and more, 
which were wrapped in gift boxes 
and given to seafarers who found 
themselves far from home during the 
Christmas season.

The group made contact by radio 
with each of the ships to be visited, 
then maneuvered the water taxi into 
position for the ship’s gangway to be 
lowered. Senior Port Chaplain the 
Rev. Peter Smyth then asked how 
many were on the ship’s crew, and 
the appropriate number of gifts were 
brought onboard.

Most of the ships were bulk cargo 
ships from around the world. The 
group met crews from the Philip-
pines, Ukraine, Myanmar and China. 
The Mission to Seafarers is a world-
wide Anglican ministry. It exists to 
serve one of the most marginalized 
groups of workers in the world, often 
the victims of outrageous breaches of 
standard employment practices.
—Topic

By Joelle Kidd

❑

New Light  
with Together in Mission

Submitted by the 
tiM Continuation 
Committee
Epiphany is the culmination – the 
shining forth – of the new light that 
we anticipated and prepared for 
through Advent and welcomed into 
our world at Christmas.  The light 
came into our world as the Christ 
child – an infant born in a manger, 
attended by Mary and Joseph with 
some local shepherds.  A very humble 
beginning indeed.

Our own Together in Mission 
(TiM) campaign grew from humble 
beginnings as well.  We started with 
four pilot parishes and today more 
than 20 parishes are involved.  

TiM has been running for 3 ½ 
years of our 5 year campaign and 
we have raised almost $1.7 million 
dollars.  But more than that, we have 
energized many of the parishes in the 
Diocese of Kootenay.

Following the TiM process is 
creating engaged parishes — engaged 
congregations — where members 
have reached out to each other in new 
ways.  We’ve asked important ques-
tions about who we are as a Christian 
community.  We asked what it is that 
God is calling us to be and do.

We are learning how to better 
communicate not only with each 
other, but also how to share Christ’s 
message of love and forgiveness with 
others beyond our church walls.

Some of the work being done with 
the TiM funds involves new ways to 
do church, including Messy Church, 
that creates a welcoming environ-
ment for families and those not ac-
customed to the more formal rituals 
of our services.  Some of the funds are 
going to outreach in our communi-
ties, to fund school lunch programs, 

women’s shelters and other programs 
to feed, clothe and shelter the home-
less and those in need.

Funds are being used to main-
tain our own church buildings and 
enabling more programs and facility 
upgrades at Camp Owaissi.  We are 
helping our congregations explore 
their faith by supporting new guided 
retreats and spiritual exploration 
events.  We are providing Diocesan 
funds for innovative, experimental 
and creative worship programs.

We have reached throughout our 
diocese and beyond, to support active 
learning by laity and clergy through 
the Kootenay School of Ministry 
and locally raised clergy programs.  
We are supporting ministry in the 
Council of the North with funding for 
transportation throughout their vast 
region.

TiM has always been about more 
than raising funds.  It’s about creating 
a future for our parishes and for our 
Diocese of Kootenay.  It’s about a pro-
cess of discerning what is required of 
us as members of a Christian commu-

nity, of setting goals and of acting to 
meet those goals.

We know that there will be change 
in our Diocese.  We will be electing 
a new bishop in the coming year 
and working to adjust to declining 
congregations and reduced clergy 
numbers.  Together in Mission has 
given us the tools and many of the 
resources, including funding, that we 
need to move forward, to adjust to 
the coming changes.

Christ came among us to make a 
difference.  He came to us to make 
God real.  We are enjoined to remem-
ber the wise men who came to see 
and worship and bring gifts to the 
baby Jesus.  They were put on a dif-
ferent road as they returned to their 
homelands.  

We too are following different 
paths now because of TiM.  And 
because of TiM, we too are making a 
difference.
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