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Dear Friends,

Every Sunday, and for many of us, 
every day, we pray the familiar words 
of the Lord’s Prayer:  “Your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as 
it is in heaven.”  And as we do, we carry 
with us our own vision, our own un-
derstanding of what that might mean. 
Our vision of the “kingdom” has been 
shaped by our own experience in our 
church, in our life, and in our culture.   
For many years the church carried a 
dominant view that the kingdom was 
something yet to come – it was the 
life of heaven that we might experi-
ence after we die, and at some point 
in the future might break in upon the 
world. Some critiques of the Middle 
Ages suggest that the western world 
confused “the kingdom of God” with 
the power of the Church in the devel-
opment of what has come to be known 
as “Christendom.” The conflation of 
political power and church authority 
has contributed to much violence in 
the name of religion and significantly 
to the legacy of colonialism, the effects 
of which we are seeing in our own time. 
In recent years some have difficulty 
with any use of the word “kingdom” 
finding the word to be outmoded and 
not very useful because we don’t have 
kingdoms any more.  Others find the 
gender specific and power connota-
tions of “kingdom” to be inappropriate 
in modern times and a source, not of 
God’s radical grace, but often of in-
equality and injustice.  Thus we often 
hear reference to the “reign of God” or 
the “rule of God” instead of the “king-
dom of God.” 

Be that as it may, we may still be left 
wondering to what this “kingdom” we 
pray for in the Lord’s Prayer refers.   The 
Biblical Scholar N.T. Wright asserts that 
we need to recover the centrality of 
“the kingdom” to the gospels. He makes 
the case that the understanding of the 
“kingdom” is central to the gospels, 
to Jesus life and mission, and to the 
world of the New Testament.  In his 
inaugural address at the University of 
St. Andrew’s in 2011 he describes how 
the New Testament and in particular, 
the gospels portray Jesus as the culmi-
nation of the Biblical vision of God’s 
desire for the creation. At the heart of 
Jesus’ mission is the message we hear 
proclaimed in Mark’s gospel: “Now 
after John was arrested, Jesus came to 
Galilee, proclaiming the good news of 
God, and saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, 
and the kingdom of God has come 
near; repent, and believe in the good 
news’.” (Mark 1:14,15). Throughout the 
gospels, in Jesus’ words and actions, 
we see the kingdom, the reign of God 
made present. The call to repentance 
is a call to turn from all that distorts 
or destroys God’s creation and to turn 
our lives toward God’s saving ways. At 
the end of Mark’s gospel the Roman 
centurion standing at the foot of the 
cross says, “Truly this man was the Son 
of God.” (Mark 15:39)  Here we have 2 
streams of thought coming together – 
Jesus as the culmination of the biblical 
vision of God’s rule breaking in upon 
the earth, and at the same time a chal-
lenge to all earthly powers that corrupt 

and destroy the creatures of God. In 
the first century all would know that 
Caesar Augustus was also called “Son 
of God.”  As N. T. Wright says, “It was, as 
Acts 17 indicates, the royal announce-
ment, right under Caesar’s nose, that 
there was ‘another king, namely Jesus’... 
It was a powerful summons through 
which the living God worked by his 
Spirit in hearts and minds to transform 
human character and motivation, 
producing the tell-tale signs of faith, 
hope and love which Paul regarded 
as the biblically prophesied marks of 
God’s people.” (Inaugural Lecture to the 
University of St. Andrew’s, Oct. 26, 2011, 
p.16)

In my view, to pray for the king-
dom of God is to pray that God’s will, 
God’s way will find its home within the 
kingdoms, the nations, the cities and 
communities of the world, through 
the hearts and minds of all who pray 
for and all who long for God’s world 
changing presence. To pray for the 
kingdom is to pray that through the 
Holy Spirit the mission of Jesus will 
become the mission of all Christian 
people. By the time you read this, we 
will be halfway through the season of 
Lent. In our baptismal services we find 
the seeds of life in the Kingdom – Jesus’ 
life in Jesus’ people.  You may find it a 
helpful Lenten exercise to read through 
the baptismal promises found on page 
154 of the Book of Alternative Services. 
And remember, the Kingdom of God 
has come near!

Faithfully,

              +John

K  is for kingdom

The 
kingdom  
of God has 
come near!

❑

“
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By niSSa BaSBauM

Nissa Basbaum is the Dean of  
St Michael & All Angels Cathedral  
in Kelowna

Honesty helps

Each year 
around this time 
I receive infor-
mation about an 
Easter Pancake 
Breakfast and 
Egg Hunt put 
on by one of the 
local churches. 
The hunt is a 
very public event, 
attended by well 
over 1000 people. 
I wouldn’t have an 
issue with either 
the invitation or 
the hunt but for 
one minor de-
tail… it all takes 
place on Good 
Friday.

This year’s invi-
tation came in the 
mail a few days 
ago. Usually, I 
open the envelope 
and file it where 
you might expect. 
This year, though, 
I have continued 
to think about it, 
with the result 

that I now find myself wanting to share 
my thoughts.

As is often the case, I went to Google 
to get more details about this Easter 
Pancake Breakfast and Egg Hunt. As 
is also often the case, I found more 
information than I was looking for. On 
Castanet, the Kelowna news website, 
there was an article from 2009 regard-
ing an apology made by the church for 
the violent way in which they drama-
tized the crucifixion; apparently, many 
children were frightened by this and 
many parents were offended on behalf 
of their children. 

I was frankly mystified by what I 
read, knowing that the event is adver-
tised as an Easter celebration. Indeed, 
each time I receive this invitation my 
knickers get in a twist because I assume 
it is a resurrection party being held on 
Good Friday. Reading that article from 
2009, however, it now appears, instead, 
to be a mishmash of Good Friday and 
Easter Day, reminiscent of the cultural 
Christmas story, which combines Luke’s 
shepherds with Matthew’s magi. Like 
that holiday combination, which ulti-
mately misses what is crucial to each 
of these stories, this celebration of the 
Resurrection on Good Friday – with the 
crucifixion thrown in for good mea-
sure – is unlikely to offer people a clear 

understanding of these two related but 
nonetheless separate moments in the 
life of Jesus Christ.  

More disturbing for me, however, 
is that it is not secular culture but 
a faction of the Church itself that is 
offering this celebration to the general 
public. I can’t help but feel that this is 
very much an example of how we, as a 
Church, have a tendency to fall in line 
with our surrounding culture rather 
than to push against the tide. 

My sense about what I consider to 
be both the misplaced timing and the 
confusing content of this event is two-
fold. First, Good Friday is a statutory 
holiday and, therefore, there is a cap-
tive audience. Second, pancakes and 
Easter eggs are without question more 
seductive than the cold reality of the 
crucifixion, particularly in our rather 
hedonistic society. Yet the cold reality 
of the crucifixion is what Good Friday 
is about; I don’t think we are meant to 
entice people into an experience of the 
resurrection without first conveying 
the details of Holy Week, which seek 
to communicate our journey to this 
resurrection.

This leaves me to speculate about 
what is the best if not the “right” way 
to celebrate Holy Week – particularly 
Good Friday – with children and, for 
that matter, also with adults. Histor-
ically, I have ministered in congrega-
tions in which separate liturgies have 
been offered for adults and children. 
In the past 10-15 years, however, the 
parishes in which I have served have 
chosen to find a way to connect and 
include children and young people 
with the regular liturgical retelling of 
not only the Easter story but also the 
narrative that runs through Holy Week 
– again, particularly on Good Friday. 

This is not a simple task. 
Indeed, as I have already pointed 
out, our culture does not make 
it easy to attract adults let alone 
children to anything but the 
upside of the Christian story. It 
is also a complicated endeavour 
to find a way to tell the Holy 
Week story through a liturgical 
setting that is intended to be 
spiritually and intellectually 
meaningful for different ages. 
Yet experience tells me that it 
is not an impossible task; when 
it is carefully thought through 
and well-planned, the long-term 
impact is a congregation full 
of people, young and old, that 
understands and lives this story 
in the present rather than views 
it as something locked in the very 
distant past. I have been in some 
parishes long enough to watch 
children who have been part of 
such worship from a very young 
age, grow up with an incredible 
theological grasp of the cruci-
fixion and resurrection, a grasp 
that enables them to relate these 
two moments in the life of Jesus 
Christ with significant moments 
in their own lives. 

Ultimately, I think, it all comes 
down to honesty and integrity. As 
we once again prepare to cele-
brate Holy Week and Easter in 
our congregations, I hope we will 
do this without using the norms 
of our current culture to guide 
us through what are some of the 
most difficult passages in scrip-
ture, thereby avoiding the truth. 
I am confident that if we do this, 
we will offer people a faith that 
provides sustenance for even the 
harshest times in their lives.

Editorial

❑

the following 
letter was sent 
to Neil Elliot 
regarding his 
article in the 
January edition 
of the HighWay. 
Neil agreed that it 
was appropriate 
to publish it as 
part of the edito-

rial. You should also know that due to 
Neil’s new responsibilities as Principal 
of Kootenay School of Ministry, he will 
be retiring from writing his column 
for a while, and Trevor Freeman will 
be filling in occasionally with his blog 
published in “The Community.” 
The Community is the on-line  place for Canadian Angli-
cans to get together and talk about life in the church.  
http://thecommunity.anglican.ca/

Letter in  response to Neil Elliot’s January 
column, submitted by Antoine Beurskens:

I read the Inconvenient Indian and I 
was not surprised by the sad summary 
of stupidities and injustices that were 
inflicted on the First Nations people 
who suffered beyond belief.

We lived in South Africa for 12 years 
during the apartheid of the sixties and 
seventies.  We were fully aware of the 
injustice during that period. Racism 

goes with lack of knowledge and with 
plain stupidity.

However, what does not come out in 
the book is a solution to the problems: 
What do we have to do if we want to 
solve the tremendous problems of our 
indigenous fellow countrymen. 

It is sad to see that we are again 
dealing with the same type of stupidity 
and lack of insight. The present treat-
ment, here in Canada, that indigenous 
people are suffering is far more harmful 
than Apartheid ever has been or could 
have been. We have broken the spirit of 
our indigenous people. We have made 
them dependent on hand outs, and 
they are not accountable for failures. 
There is no recognition that a solution 
has to come from within the Nations 
themselves.

 I refer to the statement in:  
EMPOWERMENT.

It is surprising and painful to 
see the lack of leadership among 
the people of the First Nations.

EMPOWERMENT
Go to the people
live with them, 
learn from them,  
love them, 
start with what they know 
build with what they have.
But of the best leaders,
when the job is done,
the task accomplished,
the people will say:
“We have done it OURSELVES.”

From “The Blue Sweater”  
 Jacqueline Novogratz

By Jonn LavinnDer

❑
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Parish nursing ministry

By Lynn fairey

Parish nursing 
is a fairly new 
ministry in Ca-
nadian churches, 
although histor-
ically church-
es and other 
religious institu-
tions have been 
providing health 
and other care 
for those who 
need it for hun-
dreds of years. 
Indeed, many 
hospitals were 
first established by 
church organiza-
tions.  I became the 
Parish Nurse at St. 
Andrew’s Anglican 
Church, Okanagan 
Mission in 2009 
after I retired from 
my remunerated 
nursing career and 

❑

it has been a special joy and privilege to 
serve the parish in this way.

Parish nurses do not provide “hands-
on” nursing care but do promote the inte-
gration of faith and health by providing 
health advocacy, counseling, education, 
and referral to appropriate resources. 
Visits to the sick and homebound in 
hospital, care facilities, or at home are 
part of this ministry.  In our Diocese, 
Archbishop John Privett has licensed me 
to take communion to parishioners and 
to anoint them when requested.

Like other parish nurses, I must be regis-
tered with the College of Nurses of B.C. and 
abide by the Standards of Practice and Ethical 
Standards of this nursing association. I am 
also a member of the Canadian Association 
of Parish Nursing Ministry.  My position is 
voluntary and unpaid, although I may apply 
for reimbursement of out of pocket expenses. 
Rather than having a formal employment 
contract, I established a covenant with my 
parish. I have completed both the four year 
Education for Ministry course and four of the 
Licensed Lay Ministry modules of the Koote-
nay School of Ministry. Both programs have 
been very helpful in enabling me to provide 
better spiritual care to individuals.

The location of a church and demo-
graphics of a parish may dictate the kinds 
of ministry provided.  For example, an 
urban church in a low income neigh-

bourhood may encourage parish health 
outreach to those affected by poverty 
or homelessness. In a parish with many 
young families, a parish nurse may choose 
to focus on the health of children, youth, 
and  their parents. As my previous nursing 
experience has been primarily in psychi-
atry and geriatrics, I focus especially in 
these areas, although I am very willing to 
assist anyone with any kind of problem 
that is within my scope of expertise, or 
otherwise to find appropriate resources to 
meet specific needs. Activities that I have 
initiated within my parish include provid-
ing education on seniors’ housing options, 
facilitating a ten week educational group 
for people experiencing depression, check-
ing blood pressures, providing education 
on preventing or treating illnesses, collect-
ing outdated medications for safe disposal, 
providing information on healthy nutrition 
and exercise and leading a weekly walking 
group.  I have accompanied parishioners to 
physician, clinic and hospital visits, after-
wards providing a written summary of the 
visit, test results, and treatment instruc-
tions. These serve as a reminder to the pa-
tient who may then choose to share them 
with family members, especially those who 
might live elsewhere.  I frequently answer 
questions about health or direct people to 
appropriate informational sources. Family 
members may request education about 
an illness affecting a loved one, how to 

help in the transition to a supportive living 
residence or care home, or about alterna-
tive modes of transportation for those no 
longer able to drive.  I have organized daily 
meals to be made and delivered by parish-
ioners during someone’s illness and have 
helped others understand a complicated 
medication regimen. If a parish member is 
ill or away from church, I may phone and/
or visit and take communion if this is re-
quested and provide spiritual and emotion-
al comfort. I maintain a bulletin board with 
various health related articles. And I do a 
lot of listening to those with personal prob-
lems or stressors. I often end discussions 
with a prayer and initiate contact with our 
parish prayer chain if this is wanted. It is 
particularly gratifying to support the family 
when a loved one is dying and during the 
bereavement period.

Parish nurses augment the pastoral 
care given by clergy by providing an extra 
set of hands, a compassionate heart, and 
by relieving some of the burden of busy 
priests.  I am able to provide medical 
knowledge to my priest when she is trying 
to judge just how ill a parishioner might be 
and the kinds and duration of support that 
might be needed by a parishioner and his 
or her family. 

While I have always felt called to be a 
nurse, I am very grateful that I have been 
able to provide this special kind of servant 
ministry at St. Andrew’s.  Perhaps you are 
also a Registered Nurse who might consid-
er this call in your own faith community.  I 
would welcome any questions that 
you might have. ❑

By trevor freeMany OWAISSI — springing into summer

Lynn Fairey  RN BScN is the parish  
nurse at St Andrew’s,  
Okanagan Mission.

                 Sister let me be your servant,
                       let me be as Christ to you;

pray that I might have the grace to
let you be my servant too.”

“

Common Praise Hymn #500 verse 1 
Richard Gilliard (1953 - )

Spring is either 
upon us or on the 
way, depending 
on where we live 
in the diocese. 
You might be 
starting to think 
about “spring 
cleaning” or 
“spring planting.” 
If you’re really 
ahead of the game 
you might even 
be thinking of 
summer. If you’re 
a student you’re 
probably look-
ing forward to 
summer vacation. 
Have you been 
thinking of Camp 

Owaissi? Because we’ve been thinking 
of you!

As you read this, interviews for the 
summer staff are underway. Soon the 
summer 2016 leaders will be in place 
and program planning will start for our 
campers. Every summer we are blessed 
to have many committed young leaders 

who come to Owaissi to offer their 
gifts. This summer will be no exception

Even before we started the process 
for hiring the summer staff, the board 
began brainstorming about how to 
make this summer at Owaissi the best 
one yet. We have been talking about 
programming, facilities, and how best 
to support the staff and leaders in their 
work. This year we are excited to add a 
new program to our camp as we host 
some overnight school groups in early 
June. This is a new endeavor for the 
month of June, providing an opportuni-
ty to share our great camp and pro-
grams with even more young people 
and adding to the number of campers 
who attend our existing and excellent 
summer programs in July and August.  
The Board is thrilled for the opportuni-
ty to welcome school groups to Camp 
Owaissi. 

We are in the midst of conversa-
tions, and have been for a number of 
months, to discover how best to utilize 
our property. The family sites are a 

great gift, beautifully located on the 
shores of Okanagan Lake. We are most 
grateful for the long-term relationships 
we have with our family site renters 
and at this time, in the history of the 
camp, we are wrestling with how best 
to steward and manage this facili-
ty. There are a number of factors to 
consider. These are challenging and ex-
citing times for Camp Owaissi. Do visit 
us this summer!  Contact the camp 
through the website www.campoac.
com to make arrangements.

Each member of the board is deeply 
committed to the camp and is excit-
ed to see what summer 2016 brings. 
We are eager to experience the fresh 
energy and ideas that the summer staff 
bring to the table and we look forward 
to walking along side each of them as 
they learn and grow into their leader-
ship roles at Camp Owaissi this sum-
mer.  Come and See!  

BRING ON tHE SUMMER!

http://www.campoac.com
http://www.campoac.com
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Feed the children
Vancouver Project

By SyLvia rufi

this outreach 
project started 
about 10 years 
ago. We were 
approached to 
knit some items 
for third world 
countries. It 
has continued 
and grown over 
the years with 
so many people 
from the Cathe-
dral Church of St. 
Michael and All 
Angels becoming 
involved. This 
includes both 
sexes knitting the 
vests and toques 
required for 
children born to 
mothers with HIV. 

 What are your favourite hymns?
25 coMMon PraiSe hyMnS — ancient & MoDern

By Jonn LavinnDer

It was discovered the latter part of 
last year that there was a need for chil-
dren’s toques in Lower Post, in northern 
British Columbia, and so a decision was 
made to send some of the toques there.  
These have been received with great 
appreciation and hopefully we will be 
able to continue to supply them.  There 

are so many knitters involved in 
the project that it would be diffi-
cult to name all of them, but each 
and every donation is gratefully 
received.  Yarn has also been do-
nated by various people to help us 
to continue, which is also greatly 
appreciated.

From earliest 
times, Chris-
tians have sung 
“psalms, hymns, 
and spiritual 
songs.” Christian 
History Magazine, 
featured last month 
in The HighWay, 
published  25 
of Christianity’s 
greatest hymn texts 
over the centuries. 
With a few excep-
tions they can be 
found in Common 
Praise, the Anglican 
Church of Canada’s 
official hymn book. 
The following was 
adapted for the 
Common Praise list 
from a list compiled 
by James D. Smith 
III is professor of 
church history at 
Bethel Seminary.

1. “Sunset to Sunset Changes Now”   
(c. 200) Clement of Alexandria—
Eastern church Easter Hymn by the 
earliest post-NT composer we know by 
name. CP#188

2. “O God, Creation’s Secret Force” (c. 390) 
Ambrose of Milan—The theology of 
ancient church councils expressed in 
song. CP#4

3. “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” (c. 410) 
Aurelius Prudentius—Spanish-born 
poet-hymnist who influenced later 
Western breviaries and chants. CP#132

4. “Be Thou My Vision” (before 600)
Anonymous—Power amid spiritual 
warfare. CP#505

5. “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” (700s) 
Anonymous—Invokes divine presence 
in oppressive times. CP#89

6. “All Glory Laud and Honor” (818)
Theodulf of Orleans—Classic proces-
sional in Holy Week. CP#181

7. “All Creatures of Our God and King” 
(1200s) Francis of Assisi—Iconic 
Christian naturalist’s hymn to elicit 
praise from all creation. CP#355

8. “O Sacred Head Now Wounded” 
(1200s) Arnulf of Louvain—Christ as 
our atonement and our friend, famous-
ly set to music by Bach. CP#198

9. “God Is Our Fortress and Our Rock ” 
(1528) Martin Luther—The “battle 
hymn” of Protestant reform that ignited 
Germany and the world. CP#526

10. “Praise God from Whom All Blessings 
Flow” (1695) Thomas Ken—From a 
prayer written to engage his students. 
CP#666-676

11. “Joy to the World, the Lord Is Come” 
(1719) Isaac Watts—Beloved worldwide 
as a Christmas carol. CP#154

12. “O for a Thousand Tongues” (1739)
Charles Wesley—Pietist-inspired 
Anglican  who wrote 7,000+ hymns for 
missional devotion. CP#306

13. “The God of Abraham Praise” (1770) 
Thomas Olivers—Messianic praise 
drawn from a Jewish hymn. CP#347

14. “Amazing Grace” (1779) John Newton. 
God-ordained freedom from enslave-
ment. CP#352

15. “Holy, Holy, Holy” (1826) Reginald 
Heber—Worship of the Holy Trinity 
reflecting Rev. 4:8 and the Nicene 
Creed. CP#1

16. “The Churches One Foundation” (1860) 
Samuel John Stone—Song served as 
inspiration for Rudyard Kipling’s 1896 
poem, Hymn Before Action. CP#525

17. “For the Beauty of the Earth” (1864) 
Folliott Pierpoint—Written as the 
Industrial Revolution transformed cul-
tures. CP#429

18. “To God Be the Glory” (1875) Fanny 
Crosby—The favorite (out of 2,000+) by 

the blind poet that stirred many 
to new life and mission. CP#371

19. “We’ll Sing in the Morning,” 
(1929) Ian Sowton—Rousing 
tent meeting song to the tune of 
“The Bells of St Mary’s.” CP#37

20. “Spirit of the Living God” (1926) 
Daniel Iverson—Among the ear-
liest twentieth-century “praise 
choruses.”  CP#647

21.  “Precious Lord, Take My Hand” 
(1932) Thomas A. Dorsey—A 
blend of blues and spirituals by 
the “Father of Gospel Music.”  
CP#509

22.  “How Great Thou Art” (1953) 
Stuart Hine—The Swedish “O 
Store Gud,” a Billy Graham 
favorite, along with “Just as I 
Am.” CP#423

23. “On Eagle’s Wings (1979) 
Michael Joncas—A paraphrase 
of Psalm 90 it is often sing at 
memorials. CP#531

24. “Shine, Jesus, Shine” (1987) 
Graham Kendrick—Popular 
hymn associated with the March 
for Jesus. CP#460

25. “Draw the Circle Wide” (1994) 
Gordon Light—Popular song 
advocating inclusiveness even 
amongst non-faith groups. 
CP#418 

Please take a few minutes  to give 
us some feedback on your favour-
ite hymns from Common Praise.
email: anghighway@gmail.com 
thanks 

❑

iteMS for chiLDren Born to MotherS With hiv.

to date we have supplied:  370 
vests, 763 toques, 12 blankets, 
3 scarves, 2 pair of slippers, 
27 facecloths, and 3 afghans.  
64 of the toques have gone up 
north. 

Sample of the items knitted for outreach project..

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rudyard_Kipling
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hymn_Before_Action
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The Ven. Trevor Freeman is the 
Executive Archdeacon for the 
Diocese of Kootenay.     
The following article comes from 
Trevor’s  blog on “The Community.” 
http://thecommunity.anglican.ca/

By trevor freeMan

The necessity of beauty

John Keats wrote 
that “truth is 
beauty, beau-
ty truth” and 
was apparently 
inspired by a 
Grecian urn.  I 
have to confess that 
I have yet to find 
myself so inspired, 
or awestruck, by 
pottery, as he seems 
to have been. That’s 
probably because 
I’m not an artist. 
Unfortunately that 

also means that I have not always taken art 
all that seriously.

I enjoy a good book, movie, or song as 
much as the next person. But I’ve never 
really taken the beauty of art seriously and 
I’ve never really needed to do so. I’m the 
product of a consumer society where art 
is for consumption and so is beauty.  As a 

Christian the pursuit of beauty has never 
seemed remotely central to my relationship 
with God. Art and beauty are sort of casual 
extras in life that are nice but not really all 
that necessary.

Now, maybe, you’re reading this and 
you’re an artist. Your whole heart may 
be crying out how wrong I am and how 

central art and beauty are to being fully hu-
man.  And maybe as a Christian who is also 
an artist you can’t imagine being faithful 
without your art.  

I suspect you are correct. I think you’re 
correct though, not because the artistic en-
deavor is somehow more creative than oth-
er endeavors. There is incredible creativity 
in the ingenuity of engineers, philosophers, 
and countless others who wouldn’t identify 
as artists. So it’s not so much the creativity 
of artists but the goal of the creativity.

I still remember the first time I saw, in 
person, a painting by Leonardo da Vinci.  
I was able to get close to his painting of 
John the Baptist because everyone else 
was staring at the Mona Lisa.  I’m sure the 
technique was incredible.  I’m sure the cre-
ativity of the painter was stunning. What I 
remember, what I can still feel, is the beau-
ty. The perfect, heart breaking beauty.

Recalling that moment still opens my 
heart.  And my opened heart is suddenly a 
little closer to the deep, vulnerable place of 
love that Christ exemplifies on the cross.

Beauty points to truth. truth 
points to beauty.  

And suddenly I can see how art is neces-
sary for faith and life. Suddenly the art in 
our churches is about so much more than 
clever design. Suddenly it seems like mak-
ing something beautiful is a very Christian 
thing to do.

Three paintings from the collection in the Louvre:  
“Mona Lisa” and “John the Baptist” by Leonardo da Vinci  (1506-1513) 

The Crucifixion by Nicolas Tournier  (1635)

First spiritual director’s  
license in diocese issued  

The Rev. Canon Mike Stuchbery, incumbent at St. Saviour’s, Penticton, was the 
recipient of the first Spiritual Director’s License issued by the Diocese of Kootenay on 
January 17 at St, Saviour’s Parish, Penticton. The Rev. Dr. Brooke Mitchell, Spiritual 
Development Coordinator for the diocese, presented him with the license during the 
Sunday Eucharist. 
For more information on Spiritual Direction, what it is, and where to access it, 
check the Diocesan Webpage at: http://www.kootenayanglican.ca/spiritual-direc-
tion/ or call the Diocese of Kootenay office at 778-478-8310.

The Rev. Martha Fish
ordained priest

The Rev. Martha Fish was ordained a priest in the Church of God by The Most Rev. 
John E. Privett on Tuesday February 2, 2016 being the Presentation of our Lord Jesus 
Christ at St Andrew’s / St George’s Trail. The ordination was attended by clergy from 
around the diocese. The preacher by special request was the Rev. Dr. Mary Therese  
Dechamps. Dean Neil Elliot, Incumbent  of  St Andrew’s/ St George’s, remarked that it 
was unusually for the church to be full on a Tuesday morning.  A reception followed in 
the hall.
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By yMe WoenSDregt

This column has 
been written with 
the intention 
that it may be 
reprinted in local 
newspapers for 
the religion page.  
Yme will be 
writing a short ar-
ticle each month 
expressly with 
this purpose in 
mind. You are free 
to reproduce the 
article without 
prior approval. 
Drop us a line 
anyway... 
The Editor

❑

The kingdom of cardboard and spoils 

Yme Woensdregt is the Dean of East 
Kootenay and Incumbent for Christ 
Church, Cranbrook.

❑

I read and 
watched an in-
spiring blog that 
I wanted to share 
with you. It’s the 
story of Dieter 
Zander. I hadn’t 
heard of him before, 
but he used to be 
one of the rising 
stars at the Willow 
Creek Community 
Church (WCCC). 
Formed in 1981 un-
der the direction of 
founding pastor Bill 
Hybels just outside 
of Chicago, WCCC 
is the granddaddy 
of the “seeker–sen-
sitive” mega-church 
movement.

WCCC hired Dieter Zander in 1995 to 
direct the music ministry. He was a bril-
liant pianist and an inspirational preacher 
who drew hundreds with his preaching and 
music. Zander now says that he thrived on 
the adoration, the applause, the undivided 
attention he got wherever he went. People 
treated him like he was a rock star—and he 
bought into the myth.

Suddenly, it all changed. He writes, 
“I slept right through the moment that 
changed my life. In the small hours of the 
morning on February 4, 2008, I suffered a 
massive stroke in the left hemisphere of my 
brain. When I woke from my coma in the 
hospital six days later, my right hand was 
crippled and I could barely speak.”

It was a humbling experience for 
someone. In a moment, he lost his talent 
and his ability to speak. His whole life came 
crashing down.

Now, however, Zander says he wouldn’t 
change much. He calls it “A Stroke of 
Grace,” the title of the small book he 
co–wrote with long–time friend and San 
Francisco poet LaDonna Witmer.

In a short video they produced, Witmer 
reads some of Zander’s words.

“If I am the king of all I survey, then I am 
king of cardboard and spoils. My kingdom 
is a small windowless room in the back of 
the Trader Joe’s grocery store.”

The video goes on to show Zander 
baling cardboard boxes for recycling, and 
boxing up the food which is called “spoiled” 
because it isn’t perfect—apples that aren’t 
perfectly round, food which is still perfectly 
fine but which has reached its “best by” 
date. He uses Dallas Willard’s definition of 
kingdom as “a realm that is uniquely our 
own, where our choice determines what 
happens.”

“My kingdom used to be a stage, a 
piano, a microphone. My kingdom used to 
be a performance. King Dieter! Then came 
the stroke … and now my kingdom is found 
here at the back of Trader Joe’s. There is no 
audience in this kingdom—but that’s okay 
because I’m not performing. There is no 
‘stage Dieter’ here, no superman seeking 
to wow the masses with feats of spiritual 
strength. It’s just me. Just Dieter—the guy 
who mops the floors, who bales the empty 
boxes for recycling, who prepares the spoils 
for the Marin Food Bank.

“There’s something beautiful 
about this simple, menial work 
though. Take the food marked as 
spoils for example. It’s all still good. 
The fruit is good. The meat is good. 
The flowers are good. But they’re not 
‘perfect’ … so the other employees 
wheel this perfectly good but not 
perfect food back to my kingdom. 
From here it goes to feed the hungry 
who don’t care at all that the apple 
they’re about to eat is lopsided … 
they don’t care how it looks—they 
just want to eat.

“To me, this is what’s real. I 
understand the spoils. I can relate. 
Because I too am spoils. I used to 
be packaged as perfect. Back in the 
heyday of my church career, I was a 
shiny, unblemished apple. At least 
that was the image I polished up and 
displayed. But now, stripped of my 
talent, my stage and my six–figure 
salary, I relish imperfection. I revel 
in the spoils.”

“I come home after work, and 
I think, ‘It’s good today.” It’s not a 
sermon; it’s not a performance; it’s 
not perfection. But the cardboard is 
recycled, the spoils are feeding the 
hungry, and today I’m thinking ‘Life 
is good. It’s very good.”

You can watch the video for 
yourself on you-tube. It’s only 4½ 
minutes long, and is one of the most 
spiritual things I have ever seen.

Zander’s story is a gift for us all.

Dieter Zander in Trader Joe’s stock room.

By Peter o’fLynn

The Ven. Peter O’Flynn 
is a member of the Diocesan Spiritual 
Development Committee

How’s it going Eh!

Easter is almost 
here. Is the 
excitement grow-
ing? Has your 
Lenten discipline 
helped the love 
of God wrap you 
more firmly in 
these final days 
before the great 
Easter festival? 
Will it seem that 
the Holy One 
will be walking 
with you daily as 
we celebrate the 
risen Christ and 

move through the following season of 
Pentecost and into the long season of 
Trinity, of ordinary time. There is still 
time you know, if your Lenten prepa-
ration seems to be falling apart. If you 
made a plan about what you were 
going to do to make your Christian life 
a little a different, a little more exciting 
during Lent, and work on family issues 
or health problems, which might have 
screwed up the plan. Then don’t give 
up. There is still time; for The Holy One 
is always there, always waiting for you, 
always looking forward for you to know 
the joy of acknowledging the Divine 
presence.  

Just start again from where you left 
off. If your plan was to attend the par-
ish bible study or Lenten preparation, 
and you missed a couple, pick up with 
the next one. If your plan was to read 
one of the gospels again, pick up from 
where you left off.  If your plan was to 
give some time to helping the homeless 
or help out in the food bank, then start 
again if you are able. If your plan was to 
have a period of holy reading or silent 
prayer each day or every weekend, then 
start again. If none of that works then 
redesign your plan. The Holy One is a 
God of many chances. Scripture as a 

whole proclaims that.
If none of that helps, try the follow-

ing. When you get out of bed each day 
say, “I praise my God this day. I give 
myself to God this day. I ask my God to 
help me this day.” If you can’t remem-
ber the words, write them on a Post It 
note and pin it to your pillow—If you 
sleep in a waterbed, be cautious where 
you pin them. When you shave, or do 
your make up say, “Thank you God for 
the rest of the past night and the gift 
of this new day. Pour into my heart the 
living water of your grace. By your light 
I see light. Increase my faith, and grant 
that I may walk this day in the light of 
your presence, through Jesus Christ 
my Lord. Amen.” Write the words on a 
Post-It note and stick it to your mirror. 
At breakfast say “God is great, God is 
good, and I thank him for my food.”  Re-
member, breakfast is the most import-
ant meal of the day. At Noon time try, 
“Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. 
Amen” Do it again at tea-time, or your 
afternoon coffee break. If you need to, 
you can put the “Gloria” on a Post-It 
note and keep it in your wallet or purse. 
At noon time or tea-time take some 

time to say, “O Holy One I carry 
into your presence...” then name 
those persons or issues you are 
concerned about and let them 
go. As you start supper again say, 
“God is great God is good, and I 
thank him for my food.” Before 
you lay down for the night count 
on the fingers of one hand five 
things or events from the day for 
which you are grateful and then 
say, “Thanks for the day Lord. 
Into your hands I commend my 
spirit for you have redeemed me 
O Lord, O God of truth.”  You may 
want to put that on a Post-It note 
too and place it on your pillow.  It 
won’t take much time out of your 
busy day, but it will help you to 
be aware that the Holy One (the 
Father, the risen Son, and the 
Holy Spirit) has been like your 
shadow, near in each situation of 
your day.     

 As you are nourished by the 
Easter Sacraments, may you be 
filled with joy, and the Spirit of 
love that you may be a witness 
to the resurrection and show the 
glory of God to all the world.

i Mean your Lenten DiSciPLine.
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It’s over a year 
since our diocese 
launched the to-
gether in Mission 
(tiM) Campaign.  
As of Decem-
ber 31, 2015, we 
have pledged 
$1,660,693 or 75% 
of our goal of $2.2 
million!  This has 
been achieved 
with 17 of 36 
congregations 
participating.  

❑

Since TiM is a 5-year campaign, we’re 
just getting rolling!

Transparency is really important so 
we want to share a simplified version of 
the process with you. When donations 
from your congregation arrive at the 
diocesan office, the money is split 50 / 
50.  One half goes towards the diocesan 
share of the expenses and the national 
and diocesan TiM goals. The second 
half is set aside for your congregational 
portion of the expenses and TiM goals. 
After your share of campaign expenses 
are paid, your congregation will receive 
a cheque every quarter. Then, it’s up to 
your parish council to spend the funds 
to fulfill your TiM vision.

So what happens to the other 50% of 
the donations?  First of all, the dioc-
esan share of campaign expenses is 
deducted; then, the money is divided 

between the Council of the North and 
our diocesan programs.  So far, we 
have forwarded just over $44,000 to 
the Council of the North to help offset 
the expensive challenges of ministry 
in the north.  We plan to eventually 
send them a total of $200,000.  In our 
own diocese, TiM donations allowed 
us to install a modern and upgraded 
water system at Camp Owaissi last 
spring.  Our camp is one of the few 
remaining Anglican Church camps in 
BC and provides a wonderful ministry 
to youth. TiM donations have also 
allowed our diocese to appoint The 
Rev Canon Dr. Neil Elliot as Principal 
of Kootenay School of Ministry.  The 
school is innovating and developing 
local training and education for lay-
people and clergy alike.

In time, some TiM funds will be 
made available for local faith formation 
programs and innovative and creative 
ministries.  Watch for announcements 
about how your congregation can ap-
ply for these funds!

Already, things are happening 
around the diocese as a result of 
Together in Mission. We want you to 
share your stories with us so we can 
share them with our diocesan family! 
Contact Trevor at exec@kootenay.
info to share pictures and stories of 
your successes.  We are off to a great 
start and the results of the campaign 
will continue to unfold over the next 4 
years!

By JuLia roBertS 

Where does the money go?

Summer’s com-
ing — have you 
made your plans 
yet?   Coming 
soon to your 
mailbox is the 
2016 Sorrento 
Program, with 
activities and 
interests to suit 
everybody.

Here are some 
of the programs 
offered, grouped 
by interest area:

Programs for youth 
“Here & Now”—Winter Youth Retreat   
Oops, sorry, you’ve missed the February 
event – mark your calendar for next 
year?

Young Sojourners   May 20-23  

Just in time to sign up — a weekend not 
to miss. 

“LEAP” Leadership Experience and Ad-
venture Program  July 17-30  Go deeper 
than your average summer camp. Sum-
mer Youth Staff  ages 16+.  Applications 
available on-line, due early April.  

Programs for leaders
“Courage to teach” Courage & Renewal 
for Educators  March 4-6.  

Programs about living in faith
“Mad Love for the World” Weaving the 
global & local in Christian love & ac-
tion  May 8-14.  
Associates Week  
“Mark, Mission and Modernity”  June 12-
17 Seniors Week
“Uncommon Jesus”  Jul 17-23  with John 
Bell.
“A Distant Mirror “ July 12-18  With Herb 
O’Driscoll: a study of one of the most 
alluring figures of 1st century Christi-

anity whose writings comprise no less 
than one third of the New Testament.
“World Full of Wonder” Science & 
theology in the 21st Century   July 24-
30  From God to Greeks to Galileo to 
Gluons.
“Come, Follow Me!”  Aug 1-6  Methods 
of praying with the written word, with 
the imagination, with movement and 
the body, and in silence.
“tell Me a Story” Old Testament stories 
as narrative and drama   August 7-13  
Raid your dress-up box for costume 
and props before you come!

Programs for creative folks
“Quilt Week” Scrappy Trip Around the 
World  Apr 22-28.
“Watercolour on the Go”   July 10-16
Life Review—Discovering your own 
story  July 17-23
“From Altars to tattoos” Designing awe-
some celtic knots  July 17-23
“Creative Journaling” The wonders of 
nature  July 24-30
“Creative Journaling” Step into Resil-
ience  Aug 1-6  
“A Stitch and a Prayer”  August 7-13  

Programs for folks who can’t sit still
“Spirit Links”  July 10-16   Golf as spiri-
tual exercise.

“Walking on Holy Ground” – 5  Inspira-
tional Day Hikes July 17-23, and again 
August 7-13
“Move to Learn, Learn to Move”  Aug 
7-13  Anat Baniel Method of transfor-
mative movement 
Programs about world issues
“Sharing Bread”  — A Food Security 
Learning Exchange (PWRDF)  July 
24-30  Will include some hands-on 
learning at the Sorrento Centre Farm. 
“Politics of the Open-Hearted” Climate 
change and courage  July 24-30  Our 
‘blessed unrest’ includes informed, 
soulful and loving resistance to society 
and politics as it is.
“the Climate is Now” Climate Science 
and Christian Witness  August 1-6  
Climate change and environmental 
justice from perspectives of both sci-
ence and scripture, with resources and 
strategies for action. 

This summary takes us only to mid 
summer!  August will offer a wealth of 
toe-tapping music with Bluegrass and 
Swing events, and Fall 2016 will bring 
its own selection of weekend sessions 
and retreats. See full details on-line, at 
www.sorrento-centre.bc.ca.

Now just to decide … !

Jennifer Sirges grew up at  
All Saints, Vernon, and is now a 
member of St Andrew’s Parish in 
Trail. She is on the Sorrento Centre 
Board of Directors.   

By Jennifer SirgeS

Sneak peek at summer programs 

mailto:exec@kootenay.info
mailto:exec@kootenay.info
http://www.sorrento-centre.bc.ca
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