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Synod  Report 2018,  
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Synod began with an opening 
service at the Cathedral of St Mi-
chael & All Angels, Kelowna, which 
acknowledged being on unceded 
territory of the Syilx/Okanagan First 
Nation. Guests included representa-
tives of the Roman Catholic, Evan-
gelical Lutheran, United churches 
and Kelowna City Council.

Being a Memorial of Anselm of 
Canterbury and in honour of Arch-
bishop John’s retirement, Primate 
Fred Hiltz preached a sermon based 
on St Anselm’s prayer for Bishops.

Saturday was the main work day 
of synod. The theme this year was 
adapted from St. Paul’s letters: - 
“Though we are many, we all belong to each 
other.” (See page 2)

The keynote speaker, The Rev. Dr. 
Jay Koyle serves as Congregational 
Development Officer for the Diocese 
of Algoma, and also serves at the 
national church level as the chair of 
Faith, Worship and Ministry. 

He spoke about “Nurturing faithful 
communities in three areas: vision, 
vitality and viability. This theme will 
be the focus of congregations in Koo-
tenay Diocese in the coming years.

Vibrant and Faithful 
Communities: 
n  Are immersed  in baptismal living
n  Are patterned by a particular story
n  Are shaped by active hope
n  Are transformed as a people
n  Are  caught up in ongoing mission

Vibrant and Faithful 
Communities: 
n  Use benchmarks to gauge their 

vibrancy, vitality and viability.
n  Engage in congregational assess-

ments
n  Take advantage of workshops, con-

sultations, training and resources 
being developed in the diocese.

Questions to ask:
n  Who are we as the faithful people 

of God?
n  What does it mean to live vibrant-

ly?
n  How does the congregation as a 

whole and I as an individual 
engage in this work?

Nurturing Faithful 
Communities:
n  Is intended to be diocesan-wide
n  Is geared to time-lines that will be 

developed at the diocesan and 
congregational levels

n  Is a program intended to take us 
through the next 5-10 years

n  Will engage selected key congre-
gants in an assessment process, 
aided by trained Regional Team 
Leaders, and a Diocesan 
Coordinator, hired to oversee the 
entire process

n  Includes a Real Estate Summary 
for all land and buildings held by 
the Diocese of Kootenay.

“Though we are many,

By John Lavender

Archbishop John Privett and Primate of the Anglican Church of Canada, Fred Hiltz, greeting people attending the Kootenay Synod opening service at  
the Cathedral of St Michael & All Angels, Kelowna, April 22, 2018. Photograph by Richard Fish

Continued on  Page 4: Synod 2018
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Primate’s Synod Sermon (excerpt)

Primate of the Anglican Church of Canada, The Most Rev. Fred J. Hiltz and Archbishop John Privett pre-
siding at the concluding Eucharist of Synod with the Rev. Chris Harwood-Jones leading the All Saints, 

Vernon worship band “Cross and Crown.” Photograph by John Lavender

“Though we are many, we all be-
long to each other.” (Romans 12:5) 

What a wonderful theme for Synod. 

This coming together of friends in 
Christ, from one range of mountains 
to another, one valley to the next, one 
orchard to another, one vineyard to an-
other, and one community to another. 

This coming together of clergy and lay 
delegates from every parish. 

This coming together with our bishop 
to worship and to take counsel together, 
trusting in the leading of the Holy Spirit 
— bringing to our remembrance the 
things we know and revealing to us things 
not yet known, coming to us fresh from 
the future into which God is calling us 
even now. 

“Though we are many, we all belong to each 
other.” 

Even as we gather in Diocesan Synod, 
we know ourselves as belonging to the 
yet ever widening circles of the Church 
– the Ecclesiastical Province, the Church 
National, the worldwide Anglican Com-
munion, the Church Catholic for which 
the Lord of the Church’s abiding prayer 
is this, - “that they all may be one”. ( John 
17:11) 

In every circle of the Church’s life, 
from the most local expression of its 
witness to the Gospel to the vastly global, 
the role of leadership according to Rowan 
Williams is to speak and conduct oneself 
in such a manner that the people of God 
can see “The Gathering Christ” — the 
Christ who says “Come, you beloved of 
my Father”, “Come follow me”, “Come 
learn of me, for my yoke is easy and my 
burden is light”, “Come, apart and rest 
awhile”, “Come abide in my love. Then go 
in my peace. Go and bear fruit, fruit that 
shall last.” 

The people of God should be able to 
see in their leaders — ordained and lay, 
“The Gathering Christ”. 

Your bishop, John, the 285th in succes-
sion in the Anglican Episcopate in Cana-
da, the 9th of the See of Kootenay, and the 
11th Metropolitan of British Columbia 
and Yukon, has been one of those kind of 
leaders. 

It has not escaped many of us, that the 
Readings for tonight’s Opening Service 
of Synod are those appointed for Anslem, 
Archbishop of Canterbury from 1093-
1109. Among the many treasures in his 
extensive scholarly writings is “A Bishop’s 
Prayer.” It reads in part:  

Opening Eucharist 63rd Session of the Synod of the Diocese of Kootenay 

“Jesus, good shepherd, they are not mine 
but yours, for I am not mine but yours.  
I am yours, Lord, and they are yours, 
because by your wisdom you have created 
both them and me, and by your death you 
have redeemed us.  
So we are yours, good Lord, we are yours,  
whom you have made with such wisdom 
and bought so dearly.  
Then if you commend them to me, Lord,  
you do not therefore desert me…or them.  
You commend them to me.  
I commend myself and them to you.  
Yours is the flock, Lord, and yours is the 
shepherd.  
Be shepherd of both…your flock and your 
shepherd.” 

John has been just that kind of a 
bishop, using the authority entrusted to 
him to nurture the flock, to build up the 
Church, and to renew its ministries. 

When the Church has gathered to 
take counsel we have always appreciated 
John’s spirited centredness, his grounding 
of our work in prayer, his attention to due 
process, his wisdom and his patience. 
We have all recognized and are deeply 
grateful too, for his quest for excellence 
in equipping the saints for the work of 
ministry. 

It is no surprise that for the last Synod 
he chairs, John has invited one of our 
Church’s leading teachers in the subject 
of Congregational Vitality, The Rev. Dr. 
Jay Koyle, who works full time in The 
Diocese of Algoma and serves as Chair 
of Faith, Worship, and Ministry for The 
General Synod.

In ever so many ways, too many to 
name in this short space of time, John 

himself has embodied the very theme of 
this session of Synod, “Though we are 
many, we all belong to each other.” We are 
one in the Lord. 

It is of course, from Saint Paul’s 
volumes of writing that we draw this 
theme. Paul’s most celebrated image of 
the Church is “The Body of Christ.” He is 
its head and we its members, members 
one of another. While Paul speaks of this 
image in an extensive manner in his First 
Letter to the Corinthians, he references it 
in his Letters to the Romans, the Colos-
sians and the Ephesians as well. 

Chapter 4 in Ephesians is renowned 
for Paul’s eloquence in declaring there to 
be one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one 
God and Father of all who is above all and 
in all, and through all. There is one Body 
and one Spirit, one hope of our calling in 
Christ. 

Urging unity among the believers, he 
calls them to be forbearing in love, and 
ever eager to maintain the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace. In the spirit 
of Paul’s teaching, Anglicans have often 
spoken of “the bonds of affection” with 
which we endeavour to hold one another 
throughout our Communion. 

These bonds of affection are the 
very stuff by which our Cycles of Prayer 
take shape. They are the essence of 
Province-to-Province relationships and 
Companion Diocese relationships. They 
are the very substance by which the Net-
works of the Communion are membered 
for Communion-wide attention to mat-
ters of family life and health care, the in-
herent rights of Indigenous Peoples, relief 
and development, justice and peace, and 
the care of creation. They are the prin-
ciples that draw people together across 

a range of theological perspectives on 
any number of issues before the Church. 
They are the very heart of dialogue across 
difference. 

In all honesty, the Church must con-
fess that its greatest struggles through 
time have been about “inclusion.” The 
struggle for some to know and feel they 
belong and the struggle of others to ac-
knowledge this struggle and to address it. 
Think about 
n   the inclusion of the widows and 

orphans in the Acts of the Apostles; 
n   the inclusion of women in leadership 

roles – their place in the Councils of 
the Church – their place in priestly 
ministry and episcopal ministry; 

n    the inclusion of children at the Lord’s 
table; 

n    the inclusion of young people in the 
Councils of the Church; 

n   the inclusion of Indigenous Peoples 
not as guests of Synods, but members; 

n   the inclusion of people who describe 
themselves as gay, lesbian, bisexual, 
transgender, and two-spirited.
In the Church’s long deliberations over 

such matters of inclusion, “the bonds of 
affection” rooted in Paul’s exhortations 
to the early Church have certainly been 
strained, and sadly in some moments, 
broken.

In my own journey through much of 
the tension in the Church over matters of 
human sexuality, I continue to take heart 
in the words of one of my predecessors 
in office, the much loved Howard Clarke, 
who said, “I find myself going back time 
and again, to the radical inclusiveness of 
Christ. Was ever there so great an adven-
ture as this than to follow him and to be 
made like unto him?” 

I think too, of the highly respected 
Michael Peers who in addressing the Gen-
eral Synod in 1998 said, “I strive to move 
the Church to…champion all her minori-
ties of age, gender, ethnicity and sexuality, 
and to work toward the day when the 
whole Church can make joyfully all the 
difficult and necessary affirmations that 
spring from the incarnate love of God.”

continued on P. 4   Sermon...
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By Staff Writer
Micahel Lavender

“In 2013, the General Synod passed 
a resolution, directing the drafting 
of a motion to “Change Canon XXI 
on marriage, to allow the marriage 
of same-sex couples in the same 
way as opposite-sex couples, and 
that this motion should include 
a conscience clause, so that no 
member, whether clergy or bishop, 
congregation or diocese should be 
constrained to participate in or au-
thorize such marriages against the 
dictates of their conscience.”  

(Our discussions centred on the 
topic: Choice versus predetermined 
regulations.) This motion will be 
considered by the General Synod, July 
2019.

The Primate, Archbishop Fred 
Hiltz, in his message delivered at the 
gathering Eucharist on Friday night, 
charged the delegates and clergy to 
address this topic with a sense of 
“radical inclusion.” This consideration 
should hinge on the two great com-
mandments of Jesus, “Love God and 
love your neighbour.”   
(The Sh’ma: “Hear Oh Israel”)

In preparation for our table discus-
sions, we were asked to consider two 
questions:

1. How should we respond, 
if the change as proposed is 
passed?

2. If the change is defeated, 
how should we respond?

After much discussion and delib-
eration, each table responded with 
their well considered opinions. The 
following are a list of responses, in no 
particular order:
n  The Anglican church should get 

out of the marriage business alto-
gether. All couples apply for a 
license and civil ceremony accord-
ing to Canadian law.

n   The church then blesses the civil 
union with any form of vows the 
couple chooses, from BCP to per-
sonally written. No one is forced 
to adhere to any proscribed or 
prescribed formula. The vows can 
be personalized by the couple, as 
is current practice.

n   Change the title of the canon from 
“This Holy Estate” to “The 
Marriage Canon.”

n   We are Anglicans, people of the 
middle way, tolerant, accepting of 
all points of view and this particu-
lar topic should be no differ-
ent.  As Anglicans, we do not 
exclude anyone, either conserva-
tive or liberal. We choose to 
demonstrate radical inclusion 
with each other.  We heed the 
bonds of affection; especially with 
those with whom we disagree. 

If the proposed changes are 
defeated?

n   We stand together, excluding no 
one, no matter their decision or 
opinion

n   We are not going away.  We do not 
change course

n   We would need leaders to walk 
this road with us

n   As Anglicans, we would hold all 
viewpoints and assertions as valid

n   We continue together.  According 
to the theme of our Synod “Though 
we are many, we all belong to each 
other”; especially with those who 
oppose or have  radical disagree-
ments with each other.

n   Marriage is a covenant between 
two parties. It is a legal con-
tract,  performed as a civil-legal 
matter.  

n   Applies to anyone who is married 
according to Canadian law, and 
then blessed by the church as 
demonstration of our radical 
inclusion.

n   The church performs the blessing 
ceremony with Eucharist (which is 
open to any baptized person).  At 
the couples request, with the pre-
siding priest who agrees with this 
manner of blessing, according to 
the church’s “order of redemption.”

n   The Anglican Church, unlike the 
Roman Catholic Church, which 
recognizes seven sacraments, rec-
ognizes only two sacraments, 
Baptism and Eucharist. Therefore, 
there should be no conflict, since 
marriage is not a sacrament in 
that sense. No one’s conscience 
should be affronted, especially 
those who hold a conservative 
point of view or within the 
Anglican communion as a whole, 
since marriage is not a sacrament, 
but will be recognized as a bless-
ing of both same gender couples, 
and opposite gender couples alike.

n   “A blessing with vows acknowledg-
es the relationship potential to be 
a place in which the couple exer-
cises their vocation of Christian 
love by striving to be Christ to 
each other in covenanted love.” 
(p52, the marriage canon revi-
sion).

n “People do not want to be changed. 
They want to be blessed.”

❑

Discussion on the Marriage Canon
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Synod 2018 report

❑

Motions
Motion for changes to canons 
recommended by Canons Commit-
tee was moved and seconded. The 
existing Rules of Order and Canons 
of the Diocese be REPEALED AND 
DELETED in their entirety, and the 
Revised Canons be APPROVED 
AND SUBSTITUTED.

Rules of Order 
Canon 1: Definitions & Composition 
of Synod
Canon 2: Meetings of Synod 
Canon 3: Conduct of Elections by 
Synod 
Canon 4: Resolutions & Notice of Mo-
tion for Presentation to Synod 
Canon 5: Diocesan Council 
Canon 6: Election of a Bishop 24-30 
(approved but with additional word-
smithing to be undertaken by the 
committee)
Canon 16: Regions, Parishes and Con-
gregations 
Canon 18: Cemeteries and Graveyards 
Canon 24: Amendment of Canons 
Canon 26: Shared Ministries 

Delegates and Nominations: 
1. Clerical Secretary of Synod – Leon 

Rogers
2. Lay Secretary of Synod – Stafford 

Brandrick 
3. Diocesan Council Members – (cler-

gy) James Cowan, Katherine 

By John Lavender

Hough, (lay) Gwen Chapman, 
Richard Fish, Pamela Harris, 
Michael Murison, Sandra Stickney, 

4. General Synod Delegates – (clergy) 
Jeff Donnelly, Trevor Freeman; 
(lay) Randall Fairey, Anne 
McMichael

5. Provincial Synod Delegate – (cler-
gy) Roger Cooper, Katherine 
Hough; (lay) Elizabeth Forsyth 
(acclaimed), Anne McMichael 
(acclaimed), Elizabeth Peto 
(acclaimed) 

6. Diocesan Court (all acclaimed)  – 
(clergy) Katherine Hough , Austin 
Spry, Yme Woensdregt  
(lay) Terry Green, Anne 
McMichael, Sharron Speirs

Archbishop John announced that 
his retirement begins at midnight 
May 31 and that the staff of the synod 
office will continue as usual with the 
Dean of the cathedral, Nissa Basbaum 
as the administrator. 

On Sunday synod began with 
Morning Prayer, which was followed 
by representatives from different 
groups within the diocese making 
presentations to Archbishop John. 

The conclusion of Synod was 
a sung Eucharist led by Primate, 
Fred Hiltz. Archbishop John Privett 
preached on “The Good Shepherd.” 
All Saints, Vernon worship band 
“Cross and Crown” led by Chris Har-
wood Jones provided the music.

motions, delegate elections and conclusion

continued from  P. 2 — Sermon
And I think too, of an Episcopalian 

Bishop who at the Conference in which 
we were wrestling with the tensions in 
the Communion said, “You know, in the 
midst of it all, I take great heart in that 
wonderful ‘nevertheless’ moment at my 
eucharist. He paused as if to invite the 
question, “What moment?” and then said 
with a very broad smile, “You know, that 
moment when we all say ‘We believe’.” 

n “We believe in one God” in the mystery 
of the Holy Trinity – that Communion 
of Persons within the Godhead itself.

n   We believe in the mystery of God in 
Christ – humbled for a season and 
exalted for eternity. 

n   We believe in the mystery of our rec-
onciliation in Christ. With Paul, we 
can say, “We have peace with God 
through our life. Through him we 
have obtained access to the grace in 
which we stand and we rejoice in our 
hope of sharing the glory of God.” 

n   We believe in the holy mystery of our 
union with Christ in Baptism — bur-
ied with Him, we rise with Him to 
newness of life. We believe in the holy 
mystery we celebrate this night — the 
Eucharist, the Great Thanksgiving, 
the feast of love divine. In this ban-
quet to which all are welcomed and 
in which all are fed, we have a fore-
taste of that banquet in time in which 
all God’s children will be gathered in 
accord with the grace and justice of 

the divine will. Our work is setting 
that table so as an old communion 
hymn puts it; it will be “furnished well 
with joyful guests”.  

In this sacrament we are made deeply 
aware of that unity St Paul speaks about. 
Indeed, when the consecrated elements 
are held up before the assembly, we 
respond with but one heart and voice 
saying, “We being many are one body for 
we all partake of the one bread.” It has 
been said that every celebration of the 
Eucharist is a “remembering of ourselves 
as the Body of Christ.” 

n   a re-gathering, 
n   a re-uniting, 
n   a refreshing of our identity and calling, 

and 
n   a refreshing for our life and labours in 

his name.  

When St. Augustine distributed the 
sacrament elements, he said, “Become 
what you are,” “Become the Body of 
Christ,” “Know yourselves to be mem-
bers,” and “one of another in him.” I like 
that ancient image of “becoming.” It re-
minds us that we are always being called 
to yet greater maturity in Christ, to yet 
deeper devotion to Him and yet greater 
dedication to live the Gospel he speaks to 
us and the world...

Amen 
❑
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CoGS WHEELS  

By Randall Fairey

Randall Fairey is a Delegate to the 
Council of General Synod (CoGS) and 
Prolocutor of the Ecclesiastical 
Province of British Columbia & Yukon

When I was employed as the Execu-
tive Officer of the Diocese in 2010, I 
began to work with the Bishop and 
Diocesan Staff on the building of 
the new Diocesan Centre, located  
on the property of St Aidan’s Parish, 
Leathead Road in Kelowna. Com-
mencing my work in the old office 
space at the Cathedral of St Michael’s 
and All Angels was motivation 
enough to pray for badly needed new 
space.  Over the years the Cathedral 
had been enormously generous in 
housing our Synod Office but we 
were anxious to locate our office 
elsewhere. Moving would also make 
it easier for the Cathedral to begin the 
remodeling of space needed for the 
Dean and Cathedral Staff and open 
the way for the new addition to the 
Cathedral.  Of particular importance 
was the urgent need to move the 
Diocesan Archives into a new space 
where proper archival preservation 
requires sufficient storage room, 
computerization and file resourc-
es, climate controls, fire safety, and 
document security. So as part of the 
renovation of St Aidan’s property, new 
space was added at the west end of 
the building and the entire ground 

floor was dedicated to properly 
house the Diocesan Archives.  The 
difference between the old and the 
new was astonishing!  Needless to 
say, we were all delighted that the 
stewardship of our diocesan records 
had vastly improved and no one was 
more relieved than our able Archivist, 
Kathryn Lockhart.

At the CoGS meeting in Novem-
ber, the council received a report 
from Kathryn’s counterpart at the 
National Church, Ms. Nancy Hurn.  
I have known Nancy for some time 
and indeed, my wife and I shared a 
pilgrimage trip to Palestine with her 
and her sister in 2015.  Nancy remind-
ed the members of the comprehen-
sive and far-reaching work that the 
General Synod Archives does and the 
invaluable role they play in the life of 
the Anglican Church of Canada.  Not 
only are Nancy and her assistant a re-
source to historians, researchers, ge-
nealogists, and individuals, but they 
are also knowledgeable and helpful 
colleagues for the Archivists of the 
Dioceses and Ecclesiastical Provinc-
es.  When she presented her report to 
CoGS I believe that many members of 
the Council, myself included, did not 
fully appreciate the important, really 
essential role, archives play in the life 
and mission of the Church.  The ex-
tensive repository of the records, pic-
tures, and artifacts of the Church has 
been built up, and continues to grow 
since the General Synod was formed 
in 1893.  They have been described as 
the collective memory of our Church.  
Additionally, the fonds of dioceses who 
cannot house their archives, such as 
the Diocese of the Arctic and Keewa-
tin, have been placed in the National 

Archives at Church House in Toronto. 
(Wikipedia: Fonds comes from a French 
term and represents generally the highest 
level of arrangement [of archives] and is 
usually defined as the whole of the archival 
materials of an organization or the papers 
of an individual. Lower levels include, in 
order, sub-fonds, series, sub-series, files and 
items). Other types of fonds are also 
housed in the Archives.

One of the most interesting parts 
of Nancy’s report was to understand 
how archives may be increasing-
ly accessed online. If you research 
https://www.anglican.ca/archives a 
treasure trove of links is encountered.  
Subjects of great interest may be 
searched – marriage in the church, 
reports on the Church’s views on 
abortion, euthanasia, Indigenous 
ministry, theological reflections and 
church history are captured in a 
number of formats.  If an individual 
cannot find what they might be look-
ing for, Nancy is available to assist via 
e-mail or telephone contact. 

That archives are vital to God’s 
mission is reflected in the Canons 
of General Synod where Canon V is 
dedicated to the National Archives.  
In the Diocese of Kootenay there is 
not a specific canon governing our 

archives; however, the practice will 
continue wherein vital records and 
documents are given to the archives, 
and certainly when a congregation 
is disestablished or when a church 
building is deconsecrated, then all 
fonds of that particular congregation 
or building should be passed over to 
the Archives. However, the Diocesan 
Council, through the Administration 
and Finance Committee, must contin-
ue to remember that the resources for 
archival work have to be found and 
Kathryn does an excellent job, report-
ing on our archival services from time 
to time. Fortunately, computerization 
means that essential digitization of 
data permits greater storage; howev-
er, additional staff needed to assist in 
such work has required funding from 
external grants, since available funds 
in the diocesan budget are increas-
ingly under pressure, and often in 
short supply.

So, for the future of God’s mission 
in our Church nationally, provincially 
and diocesan, the maintenance of 
our archives and collective memory 
is essential. Periodically, it is import-
ant that we pause to appreciate the 
sometimes unheralded work done by 
Kathryn and other dedicated Angli-
can archivists across Canada. More-
over, we need to ensure we continue 
to provide the financial and human 
resources needed to sustain this  
Diocesan Treasure.

❑

The importance of archives

New hanging, St James, Armstrong
This new white hang-
ing made it's debut on 
Easter Sunday at St 
James in Armstrong. 
The hanging, which has 
a matching veil, was 
quilted by Lyn Longair, a 
member of the congrega-
tion. The inspiration for 
the hanging came from 
our incumbent, Bishop 
James Cowan, who says 
it's a bursting sun, or "the 
big bang." Thanks to both 
Lyn and James for this 
gift that will be cherished 
for many, many years.

Photograph by Helen Hall

❑
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By Nissa Basbaum

Nissa Basbaum is the Dean of  
St Michael & All Angels Cathedral  
in Kelowna

Peckin’ on heaven’s door

They live in Cluckingham Palace and, as 
is the case with most royalty, they man-
age to rule the roost. Sadly, however, they 
have recently been put on house arrest, 
penned by their owners into a smaller 
space so they will no longer be a menace 
to the neighbours. 

“They” refers to eight extremely pam-
pered and clever chickens who belong 
to friends of mine, chickens who have 
managed to coax the next-door neigh-
bour’s cows into working with them, 
so that at least one of them can escape 
under the fence from her regular grazing 
grounds to explore a bigger and, what she 
apparently believes to be a much more 
interesting world. Their latest antics, 
however, have backfired on them. Instead 
of staying in the neighbour’s field, where 
she was a tolerable nuisance, she began 
pecking on the door to their house to be 
let inside. Apparently, that was pushing 
the envelope!

Perhaps a little background informa-
tion about these “humans in chicken’s 
clothing” would be helpful. Five of them 
are named: Tippy Omaletta, Eggatha 

Clucksty, Little Jerry Seinfeld, Miss 
Havovie, and Bernadette. The remaining 
three -- Adela, Gertrude and Brunhilda 
-- are also royalty, but from the royal 
court of Hanover, because they arrived 
while my friends had a German exchange 
student living with them. 

In the winter, when it’s unusually 
cold outside, their “mother” makes 
them oatmeal for breakfast. During the 
summer, when their “parents” and their 
friends (two black Labradors) languish 
over dinner on the deck, at least one of 
the chickens will often venture onto that 
same deck, sitting on a chair watching 
them eat dinner. At Hallowe’en, they are 
always decked out in a grand array of 
costumes. One of the chickens, perhaps a 
little confused about its pedigree, perches 
itself like a parrot on my friend’s arm, 
playing what his “dad” has taken to call-
ing Pirate Chicken. They really like spa-

ghetti noodles (do they remind them 
of worms?) and cabbage. Indeed, 
when they’re fed cabbage, apparently 
their eyes roll back, and they go into 
a kind of ecstasy… dare I say slain in 
the Spirit? 

They’re treated like humans but 
act a bit like cats, doing their own 
thing and ignoring anything that’s 
said to them. Because of their recent 
antics on the neighbour’s property, 
my friend’s chickens are currently 
allowed only supervised play if they 
are outside their pen.

I like to think that when you love 
people and give them their freedom, 
good things happen. I like to believe 
that is what Jesus did with the people 
he encountered. But if these chickens 
are anything to go by, sometimes 
a little too much love and freedom 

can be a complicated thing to handle. 
Perhaps that is one of the reasons why we 
Anglicans are so attached to our liturgy 
and can sometimes get a little antsy when 
anyone starts talking about giving the 
Spirit a little room to breathe during our 
worship. Life sometimes gets messy when 
there are too many choices.

Liturgy carries within it centuries 
of the same words and movements 
intended to express the love of God in 
Jesus Christ, freely offered for all time. 
Assumed in these words and movements 
are the elements of love and freedom 
practiced by Jesus. Why start pecking 
on a new door -- like that chicken did -- 
when the old one already offers us what 
we need to survive? 

Though I am sure there are many 
reasons why it might be a good idea to 
do this, two in particular come to mind. 
First, even if, as was the case for the 
chickens, that moving out of safe terri-

Another successful “Messy Church”

In May, All Saint’s, Vernon com-
pleted its third successful season 
of Messy Church. What started as a 
dream to invite families to enjoy a good 
evening and bring the ‘stories of God and 
Jesus into their lives has become a close-
knit community of neighbors and volun-
teers serving and learning together. Each 
month we welcome about 33 children 
and 20 adult guests, assisted by about 
20 volunteers. Messy Church is truly an 
inter-generational opportunity. Adults 
and children playing together, developing 
faith and sharing a meal. 

We design and create each evening 
around a story theme relying heavily on 
the Messy Church book series written 
by Lucy Moore and distributed through 
Wycliffe College Toronto. We have 
celebrated: “the nativity,” “baptism of 
Christ,” “Jesus feeds 5000,” “Jesus heals 
the paralytic,” “Easter,” “God’s Love,” and 
“God’s Creation.” When the guests arrive, 
they register and proceed directly to the 
craft and activity stations where a team 
of experienced crafters have prepared 
activities in which everyone can partici-
pate. There is often a science experiment 
to try (you’re never too old to watch vin-

egar turn into a volcano). The centre of 
the room is transformed into a large play 
activity for those who have been cooped 
up all day and need to move. This year, 
for example, we built space ships out of 
cardboard boxes, a house with a hole 
in the roof complete with a gantry for 
lowering the paralytic inside.  We bobbed 
for apples, played parachute games and 
blew bubbles indoors.  Craft stations have 
included building a birdhouse, making 
animal masks, garden tombs, and lots 
of messy things with paint, scissors and 
glue. 

After about an hour, the guests pro-
cess into the sanctuary of the church for 
the “Celebration” worship. Here we learn 
songs and listen to the Bible story that 
accompanies the crafts we just com-
pleted. We might act out the story, move 
to different areas in the sanctuary, and 
learn actions to songs. Twice this year we 
shared the reserve sacrament. We con-
clude with repeat-after-me prayers and 
blessings, and then return to the hall for a 
simple supper of spaghetti, shepherd’s pie 
or chicken fingers and fries. 

Many churches in our area do not 
have enough children to offer regular 
children’s programming.  This monthly 
event has been a blessing to our ecumen-
ical friends. This program provides enter-
tainment and food in an atmosphere of 
dignity and welcome. Some grandparents 
use the program to bring their children 
and grandchildren over the threshold 
into church. At some time in the evening 
you might find four Dads sitting together 
talking about cars, or a harried mother 
getting a scented-oil hand massage. 

All Saints church members support 
the program in many ways. They donate 
food, craft supplies, and volunteer to help 
the children with crafts, play instruments 
in the “Celebration” worship time, cook 
or do the dishes afterwards. Claire Pallen 
of Lake Country is the Messy Church 
Regional Coordinator for the BC Interior. 
She would love to connect with you about 
how to set up a “Messy Church” in your 
parish. Contact her at kcpallen@shaw.
ca. Find out more about Messy Church 
online at https://www.wycliffecollege.ca/
messy-church-canada

By Wendy Adams

Core volunteers blowing bubbles:   
Merry Lider (left), Nan Bristow, Kath Harwood, Nell McInnes, and Claire Pallen.

❑

tory gets us into trouble, we are likely 
to learn something useful from such an 
adventure, something that in the long 
run, will be helpful. Second, Christianity 
is not about survival but about living, and 
living involves at least some element of 
risk-taking. 

The beauty of liturgy is that it pro-
vides us with a solid foundation from 
which we can take such risks. Not to put 
too fine a point on it, and not to forget 
that, after all, those chickens are indeed 
just chickens and not humans, they are 
also nevertheless extremely pampered 
birds, secure enough in their existence to 
branch out and explore the neighbour-
hood, albeit getting into rather a lot of 
trouble as they do this. Anglican liturgy 
blesses us with that kind of security.

Someone once said to me that it is 
okay to bend the rules so long as the rules 
are there in the first place, thereby mak-
ing it possible for us to know what it is 
that we are bending. That, I think, is how 
we can assure that there is space for the 
Spirit in a liturgy that is centuries old. It 
is, after all, the essence of what Jesus said 
about the law, when he told his followers 
that he had come not to abolish the law but to 
fulfil it, to place the Spirit within the law 
to temper what had become its angry 
judgement. 

I can say unequivocally that I am 
passionate about Anglican liturgy. Every 
so often, however, it is probably not a bad 
idea to peck on the neighbour’s door to 
find out if what they are doing has the 
potential to blow a breath of fresh air 
through our centuries old history. By such 
risk-taking, the liturgy will continue to 
feed generations of those who are hungry 
for the love and freedom that God has to 
offer us.
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By Yme Woensdregt

Tell the story again

The Rev Dr Yme Woensdregt is the 
Dean of East Kootenay and Incumbent 
for Christ Church, Cranbrook.

❑

If you’ve ever read a story to a child, 
you will know that a child doesn’t 
ask, “Is it true?” or “Prove it.” Neither 
will she say, “I can’t see it, so I don’t 
believe it.”

You know it’s a good story when 
the child says enthusiastically, “Tell 
me the story again.” With a really 
good story, a child wants to hear it 
over and over. When my own children 
were younger, just to see if they were 
paying attention, I would change the 
story up. Without fail, they would 
say, “No Dad, that’s not how it goes.” 
And then they’d go on to tell the story, 
almost word for word, from memory.

We never really outgrow our love 
of a good story, well–told. A part of 
us wants to cheer and to ask, “Oh, 
tell it again.” We see some of that 
happening with favourite movies. 
Even though we know how it will end, 
we watch and our hearts swell—”A 

Christmas Carol”; “How the Grinch 
Stole Christmas”; “Jesus Christ Su-
perstar”; “Gone with the Wind”; “It’s a 
Wonderful Life”; “To Kill a Mocking-
bird.” We each have our favourites. A 
good story sticks with us.

A few years ago, a Swedish writ-
er suggested that instead of calling 
ourselves homo sapiens (which is Latin 
for “wise or rational human being”), 
a better way of naming ourselves 
would be homo narrans (“storytelling 
person”). His point was not that we 
are not thinking creatures; rather, 
we are also or primarily storytelling 
creatures.

We make sense of the world and 
our place in it through story. Story-
telling is how we create meaning, how 
we interpret reality, and how we come 
to know who we are and why we are.

That’s why the church tells stories. 
The Bible is not an instruction man-
ual. It’s a book of stories. It contains 
the memories of our ancestors in 
the faith. These stories are how they 
made sense of their world, and the 
place of God in that world. We contin-
ue to tell the stories to help us make 
sense of our place in God’s world.

In my faith tradition, the climax 
of the church year is found at Easter. 

In the Easter Vigil, the first service 
of Easter, we tell the story of God’s 
passionate love affair with the world 
from creation to final consummation. 
We tell these stories and remember 
who we are and whose we are.

At the same time, we add our own 
chapter to this ancient story so that it 
is ever new. The heart of the story is 
God’s love for God’s people. This was 
how ancient Israel told the story of 
God’s presence in their lives. This was 
how the ancient church told the story 
as well. It is the story of our past, a 
past that possesses us and draws us 
into the story again.

We wrestle with our past. We 
struggle with some of these stories. 
We wrestle with the violence of God’s 
people. We struggle sometimes with 
the inscrutable ways of God. Some of 
the stories our ancestors told horrify 
us in the 21st century, and we discern 
that we could never tell the story 
quite this way. Some of the stories are 
no longer relevant for us, and so we 
quietly excise them from our con-
sciousness.

Each generation has done this. We 
tell the story in our own way, remem-
bering our past and discerning signs 
of our future. So we tell these stories 
in ways which open the grand story 
up, so that we might imagine all the 
different ways in which we can add 
our own chapters in new contexts 
and with new understandings of how 
God is at work in our lives. 

Oh, tell the story again!

❑

The Ven. Trevor Freeman is the 
Executive Archdeacon for the  
Diocese of Kootenay.     
The following article comes from his 
blog on “The Community.” 
http://thecommunity.anglican.ca/

By Trevor Freeman

Violence

Anytime we feel personally en-
raged by acts of violence we have 
a tendency to turn towards more 
violence as a means of restitution or 
vengeance. You don’t have to wander 
far on social media to hear the cries 
for swift and terrible military inter-
vention. This is an understandable 
and very human response and I’m not 

interested in judging those who feel 
this way. I’ve felt it myself.

But if we’re going to talk about vi-
olence let’s be really honest with our-
selves and clear about what it can and 
cannot do. Violence will never change 
someone’s mind. It won’t affect the 
circumstances that triggered it in the 
first place. It won’t convert anyone. It 
won’t make us safe.

What a well executed military 
campaign can do is remove a con-
crete and physical threat. Is there a 
region or territory that is being used 
to train, develop, and stage guerilla 
attacks on cities across the world? 
Invade that region, control it and 
pacify it. It will no longer be a staging 
ground for those attacks. The cost to 

human life will be extreme and it will 
not be as simple as it sounds but if 
the military campaign is successful 
that region will no longer be a threat.

The catch is, of course, that unless 
every single person who was involved 
in supporting, training for, planning, 
or executing those attacks is killed 
or captured they will still happen. 
And really, even if somehow it was 
possible to make every single person 
associated on every level with those 
attacks disappear the ideology or cir-
cumstances that shaped them hasn’t 
been touched.

If what we want is to remove a 
concrete and physical threat then we 
can talk about violence. If what we 
want is to be safe and live in peace we 
better talk about something else.

That something else will actu-
ally be harder than violence. It will 
require self-control and commitment 
far beyond that required to wield a 
weapon. For those seeking to follow 

Christ it takes the shape of the cross 
and means a radical self-giving that 
is only possible by grace. The cross 
means practicing compassion and 
love even when it hurts. It means 
practicing love even when our heart 
cries out for vengeance. For those 
who choose this path it may even 
mean what Jesus said: “When you are 
struck on the right cheek offer your 
left.”

I can only dare to suggest this 
because Jesus suggested it first. I can 
only dare to dream of doing it be-
cause Jesus did it first.

There may in very rare circum-
stances be a need for violent military 
intervention in this broken world. But 
because this is a broken world there 
is always a much deeper need for 
us to follow Jesus on the way of the 
cross.    
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Learning to give

By Yme Woensdregt

How can we learn to give? 

There are a couple of important 
assumptions in that question. The 
first is that it is worth learning to give. 
I believe that giving is at the heart of 
what it means to be faithful to God, 
and also of what it means to be a 
human being.

The second assumption is that 
giving is something we learn. In other 
words, giving doesn’t come naturally 
to us.

At a conference a year ago, I was 
reminded that giving is a learned 
behavior. The first words out of 
our mouths when we are infants is 
“Mama” and “Dada.” The next word 
we learn is “No!” And the following 
word we learn is … “Mine.”

I remember what a struggle it was 
to teach my own kids to share, to give. 
The natural response is “Mine”—My 
toy! My seat! My blankie! We learn 
very early to claim stuff as ours. And 
that impulse doesn’t end as we grow 
up.

Giving is a learned behavior, and 
if we don’t learn it, we’ll never expe-
rience what it means to be a cheerful 
giver.

Yes you read that correctly … a 
cheerful giver. In 2 Corinthians 9:7, 
Paul teaches us that God loves a 
cheerful giver.

Interestingly, studies have shown 
that those who give are happier than 
those who don’t. Michael Norton of 
the Harvard Business School has 
discovered through some creative 
experiments that “If you think money 
can’t buy happiness, you’re just not 
spending it right.”

He gave some university students 
different amounts of money. One 
group was told to spend the money 
on themselves. Buy whatever they 
liked with the $5 or the $20 they were 
given. They bought makeup, or a cup 
of Starbuck’s, or something else they 
wanted.

The other group was told to spend 
the money on someone else.

At the end of the day, he inter-
viewed the students and asked them 
how happy their purchases had made 
them. Those who spent the money 
on themselves were neither more nor 
less happy. They just did it as part 
of the experiment. The other group 
reported that they felt happier about 

themselves at the end of the day.
Those results have been repeat-

ed, both in North America and in 
poorer countries. It doesn’t matter 
how much money people are given, 
or what they bought, the only thing 
which makes a difference is whether 
you spend the money on yourself, or 
on someone else.

Paul may have been on to some-
thing by inviting us all to be cheerful 
givers. It’s a behavior worth learning.

Together in Mission is helping us 
learn the value of giving. As of the 
end of 2017, $863,735 has been dis-
bursed—$434,870 back to parishes, 
$324,421 to diocesan programs and 
Camp Owaissi, and $104,444 to the 
Council of the North.

Makes you feel pretty good, doesn’t 
it? It certainly brings a smile to my 
face, and a warmth in my heart.

In the fall of 2015, St Saviour’s and 
other faith communities in Nelson 
were invited by the West Kootenay 
EcoSociety to work on the issue of 
climate change.  Initially, we hosted a 
six week study of the Pope’s encyclical 
Laudato Si’.  During the Paris climate 
talks, we held daily prayer vigils, cul-
minating in a candlelight pilgrimage 
through town with stops for prayer or 
meditation.

We have now evolved into Nelson 
Interfaith Climate Action Collabora-
tive (NICAC), consisting of Ascension 
Lutheran Church, Cathedral of Mary 
Immaculate, Kootenay Shambhala 
Meditation Centre, Nelson Spiritual 
Assembly (Baha’i), Nelson Unitari-
an Spiritual Centre, Nelson United 
Church, St Saviour’s Anglican Pro-Ca-
thedral, Union of Spiritual Commu-
nities of Christ (Doukhobors), and 
Yasodhara Ashram.

Faith communities host climate 
vigils on the 22nd of each month to 
echo the fact that Earth Day is April 
22nd.  Each group designs a vigil that 
draws on practices from its faith tra-
dition.  During the UN Climate Con-
ference (COP23) in Bonn, Germany 
last November, the Collaborative held 
a number of vigils to pray for good 
outcomes from the conference.  

The EcoSociety continues to work 
steadily on an initiative to make the 
West Kootenays “100% Renewable 
Energy” by 2050.  Five members of our 
Collaborative: The Cathedral of Mary 

By Julia Roberts

Immaculate, Kootenay Shambhala 
Meditation Centre, Nelson United 
Church, St. Saviour’s Pro-Cathedral, 
and Yasodhara Ashram had signed on 
to support “100% Renewable Koote-
nays,” and work to be “100% Renew-
able Energy” in their operations by 
2050.  

Reducing energy use is the first 
step towards reducing our carbon 
footprints.  Four faith communities 
in NICAC were offered $200 energy 
audits by FortisBC.  Then, Nelson 
Hydro stepped in to pay the audit 
fees!  Subsequently, we learned that 
the low cost audits were only offered 
to us because the combined natural 

gas use of our four buildings was high 
enough to warrant an auditor travel-
ling to Nelson.

We have also begun to address car-
bon emissions from transportation by 
participating in the Faith Commuter 
Challenge.  (http://www.faithcom-
mongood.org/faith_commuter_chal-
lenge)  Two of our members worked 
with Nelson Cares to make a pre-
sentation to the Regional Transit 
Committee asking for restoration of 
Sunday bus service.

This spring the Collaborative 
worked with the EcoSociety to orga-
nize Nelson’s first ever “Earth Day” 
parade.  The event was a huge suc-

cess and a chance to display our new 
interfaith banner.

The work with our interfaith part-
ners has proven to be very rich and 
inspiring.  A number of people have 
been moved by the commonalities 
that we are finding in diverse faith 
traditions. On a very practical level, 
our collaboration has given us access 
to free energy audits that would not 
otherwise have been available. Simi-
lar collaborations in other communi-
ties could assist our diocesan Green 
Buildings Program.  Please contact 
Julia Roberts 250-354-7004 or robert-
senvr@shaw.ca to discuss possibili-
ties.

St Saviour’s, Nelson
blessed by Interfaith Connections

❑

Nelson Interfaith Climate Action Collaborative (NICAC), consisting of Ascension Lutheran Church, Cathedral of Mary Immaculate, Kootenay Shambhala 
Meditation Centre, Nelson Spiritual Assembly (Baha’i), Nelson Unitarian Spiritual Centre, Nelson United Church, St. Saviour’s Anglican Pro-Cathedral, Union 
of Spiritual Communities of Christ (Doukhobors), Yasodhara Ashram displaying Interfaith banner at Nelson’s first Earth Day parade. Photograph by Art Stock.


