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Ministry in Administration

One of the things 
I’ve learned from 
Archbishop John 
is that, whatever 
we might think, 
administration 
has ministry at 
its centre. Even 
though we can see 
it in the word we 
don’t often think 
of it that way. 
Administration 
can seem dry and 

boring. It can seem to be about bu-
reaucracy and boundaries and not very 
much about the graceful love of God. 
At its best, however, careful administra-
tion can free us to go out into world to 
share that graceful love.

On April 23 at St. David’s Castlegar 
some of the key leaders of the West 
Kootenay region met together to talk 
about parish administration. I had the 
pleasure of facilitating that conversa-
tion with Bonnie Bailey, our diocesan 
finance manager. We started with the 
shape of the relationship between our 
parishes and diocese. Then we broke 

into two groups to go into a little more 
detail. The conversation was lively and 
fun! Our diocese contains significant 
diversity in how parish life is admin-
istered and it’s not something we talk 
about very often. This was a great 
opportunity to learn from each other 
and to explore how our administra-
tive practices can help us to be more 
faithful.

This visit also represented a great 
opportunity for the people of West 
Kootenay to learn from Bonnie Bailey. 
Bonnie has been serving our diocese 

for 25 years and she knows the details 
of our financial administration better 
than anyone else! On May 7 and May 
28 the people of the North and South 
Okanagan regions had the same oppor-
tunity!

It doesn’t mean that those who live 
outside these regions missed their 
chance. Bonnie and I will be in Kelow-
na on Saturday June 11 and in Cran-
brook on Saturday June 25. Come and 
join us for a great conversation! 

Administration Ministry course at St David’s, Castlegar, April 23 with wardens from the West Kootenay Region.By  trevor freeman 
eXecutive archDeacon
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the HighWay

Dear Friends,

There is a moment in Luke’s gospel 
when a lawyer (that is, an expert in 
religious law) stops Jesus to ask him, 
“What must I do to inherit eternal life?”  
Jesus asks him what is written in the 
Torah and the lawyer replies with what 
has become known as the summary of 
the law, “You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, and with all 
your soul, and with all your strength, 
and with all your mind; and your neigh-
bour as yourself.” (Luke 10:25 ff)  Jesus 
commends him for his answer, but the 
man pushes the conversation further 
wanting to have more clarity about 
what he should and should not do.  He 
asks Jesus, “And who is my neighbour?”  
And Jesus replies with, what is perhaps 
the best known parable in the gospels, 
the parable of the Good Samaritan.  It 
is a story that crosses religious, cultural 
and political boundaries.

It is an important question, “Who 
is my neighbour?”  When there is a 
crisis in the home next door, down the 
block or within our own congregations 
most are quick to respond with some 
kind of offer of help. It can become 
more abstract when the person in need 
is a long distance away, of a different 
religious tradition, or a different colour.  
With news coming to us on the hour 
and by the minute via various news 
feeds we can become de-sensitized or 
overwhelmed by the needs of people at 
home and around the world.

In recent months we have seen a 
huge number of humanitarian disas-
ters ranging from famine in Ethiopia, 
to last year’s earthquake in Nepal 
and recent earthquakes in Japan and 
Ecuador, to the crisis in many aborig-
inal communities in our own country.  
Perhaps the most gripping situation is 

the unprecedented plight of the mil-
lions of refugees from the war in Syria.  
The United Nations High Commission 
on Refugees reports that over one mil-
lion people made the perilous journey 
to Europe in 2015 and over 4,000 have 
gone missing or have died en route.  
The United Nations also reports that 
over 4.8 million Syrian refugees are 
living in neighbouring countries.  

When the call went out for sponsor-
ing groups to support refugees coming 
to our own country, many responded.   
In Kootenay alone there are 10 spon-
soring groups – some individual con-
gregations, some have partnered with 
other denominations, and still others 
have joined with other non-church 
groups.  The Rev. Elizabeth Huether 
is our Diocesan Refugee Co-ordinator 
and she has done an amazing job of 
getting information out and assisting 
local groups. Some families have ar-
rived and we are waiting for others who 
have been delayed due to the admin-
istrative overload.  I am so grateful for 
the generous response of so many of 
you to this extraordinary need.

At recent PWRDF workshops in the 
Okanagan and in the East Kootenays, 
we learned of the ways our church is 
responding to some of the many needs.   
Suzanne Rumsey, whose father was the 
Rev. Gavin Rumsey who served several 
Kootenay congregations in the 1960s 
and 70s, is the Communications staff 
person for the Primates World Relief 
and Development Fund.  There are 
reports of the workshops elsewhere in 
this paper, but Suzanne shared some of 
the work of PWRDF under its priorities 
of Disaster Relief, Refugee work, Food 
Security and Maternal Health. The Pri-
mates World Relief and Development 

Fund is a relatively small organization, 
but through its partnerships with oth-
ers is able to keep administration costs 
low and deliver effective assistance 
where it is needed.  

We are a small church of mostly 
small congregations, but your response 
to the needs of our neighbours has 
been beautiful. A reading Suzanne 
shared for our closing worship has 
stayed with me.  Written by Bishop Ken 
Untener of the Roman Catholic Dio-
cese of Saginaw, it read in part:  

“We cannot do everything, and 
there is a sense of liberation in realizing 
that. This enables us to do something 
and do it very well.

It may be incomplete, but it is a 
beginning, a step along the way, an op-
portunity for the Lord’s grace to enter 
and do the rest.  

We may never see the end results, 
but that is the difference between the 
master builder and the worker.

We are workers not master builders, 
ministers not messiahs.

We are prophets of a future (king-
dom) that is not our own.”

As Jesus’ parable of the Good Sa-
maritan vividly teaches, our neighbour 
is anyone in need regardless of race, 
colour or creed. In my view, the work 
of our Refugee committees and the 
work of the Primate’s World Relief and 
Development Fund, provide concrete 
ways to answer the question, “Who is 
my neighbour?”

Faithfully,

 +John
❑
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By niSSa BaSBaum

Nissa Basbaum is the Dean of  
St Michael & All Angels Cathedral  
in Kelowna

Revelations from Revelation

I am not often 
inspired to 
preach on the 
Book of Reve-
lation; so it was 
with some horror 
and amazement 
that recently, 
when the second 
reading was from 
Revelation, I 
chose to speak on 
this. This article is 
an abridged version 
of that homily.* 
“…in the spirit he 
carried me away to 
a great, high moun-
tain and showed 
me the holy city of 
Jerusalem coming 
down out of heaven 
from God… I saw 
no temple in the 
city, for its temple 
is the Lord God the 
Almighty and the 
Lamb…”

The author 
of the Book of 
Revelation wrote 
about the evils of 

the Roman Empire disguised here in order 
to protect Christians from the empire’s 
persecution. The writer is swept up by the 
spirit and shown the holy city of Jerusalem, 
yet he sees no temple; instead, Jerusalem’s 
temple is the Lord God Almighty and the 
Lamb. This book was written in the throes 
of the second destruction of the temple in 
70 CE. For those whose faith had been sown 
in the face of the centrality of the temple, 
there needed to be strong encouragement 
that this same faith was not dependent on 
the existence of that holy edifice. This con-
trasts greatly with a very religious elderly 
woman I met when I lived in England who 
told me she was unable to pray in Guildford 
Cathedral because it wasn’t an old enough 
church. 

If our connection to God is so depen-
dent on our buildings, then we would cer-
tainly be unable to grasp this message from 
Revelation. In western Christianity, par-
ticularly more traditional expressions, our 
buildings are sacred, so sacred that we mis-
takenly denote them to be a sufficient sign 
of the presence in our society of both the 
Church and God. Recently, someone told 
me that the Church of England claims to 
hold a place in every village in the country 
– that this place refers to old structures that 
are empty and devoid of activity is appar-
ently of no consequence. This is definitely 
not John’s vision of the divine, where “the 
city has no need of sun or moon to shine 
on it, for the glory of God is its light, and 
its lamp is the Lamb…” This author’s vision 
describes a God who is larger, brighter and 
more profound than a dark, dank, uninhab-
ited and old, sacred building. 

Beyond this, the message from this 
book is primarily what American pastor 
Joyce Hollyday calls “an indictment of the 
domination and corrupting power of the 
Babylonian and Roman empires and, by 
implication, of all empires.” She connects 
today’s Americans to this indictment, and 
although Hollyday refers to an American 
empire, I don’t think the connection ends 
with the United States; Canadians exhibit 

similar characteristics, albeit perhaps in 
miniature. 

We in North America have been quite 
rightly critiqued for our unthinking and 
uncritical nature, a characteristic that pro-
duces worldwide negative reverberations. 
Sadly, if we think in terms of our religious 
history, the “empire-like” aspects of North 
American culture can’t help but also reflect 
our Judeo-Christian heritage. In a speech to 
American Christians, Peter Storey, former 
bishop of the Methodist Church of South 
Africa, who taught at Duke University in 
North Carolina and was also a chaplain to 
Nelson Mandela when he was imprisoned 
on Robben Island, said:

 “I have often suggested to American 
Christians that the only way to understand their 
mission is to ask what it might have meant to witness 
faithfully to Jesus in the heart of the Roman Empire. 
Certainly, when I preach in the United States I feel, as 
I imagine the Apostle Paul did when he first passed 
through the gates of Rome—admiration for its 
people, awe at its manifest virtues, and resentment of 
its careless power.”

“America’s preachers have a task more 
difficult, perhaps, than those faced by us under 
South Africa’s apartheid, or by Christians under 
Communism… You have to expose and confront the 
great disconnect between the kindness, compassion, 
and caring of most American people and the ruthless 
way American power is experienced, directly and 
indirectly, by the poor of the earth. You have to help 
good people see how they have let their institutions 
do their sinning for them.”

It is perhaps even harder for Canadi-
ans to recognize ourselves in these words 
because we have historically been regarded 
by others as having a rather self-effacing 
nature; yet this does not give us permission 
to escape from Storey’s critique. We have 
our own skeletons, both in and out of the 
closet, that link us to the destructive ten-

dencies of the Roman empire rather 
than the humility of Jesus Christ. 
These are most obviously observed 
in the context of Storey’s reference 
to “good people (letting) their insti-
tutions do their sinning for them.” 
We need only look at the history of 
residential schools to understand 
how institutions do this. 

The mistake of empire Christi-
anity has been to regard sin from 
pretty much only an individualistic 
perspective. “From the time I wake 
up the morning and the moment 
before I go to bed at night, what sin 
have I committed and for what must 
I ask God to forgive me?” I don’t 
question the reality of personal sin 
nor its need for forgiveness. Our 
western tendency to focus solely on 
this kind of transgression, however, 
has enabled us to ignore what Storey 
has called institutional sin and the 
raw, negative impact that this has on 
us and on our neighbours. Until we 
recognize the disconnect between 
true Christianity and empire, we 
will continue to operate seemingly 
without conscience when it comes 
to the actions of our culture. 

The Book of Revelation is not 
simply an encouragement to 1st 
century Christians and a challenge 
to the Roman world in which they 
lived; it is a challenge for 21st cen-
tury North American Christians to 
address our contemporary empire 
and the life of the church in this. To 
the extent that western Christianity 
has adopted the rules of this same 
empire, it is a challenge to the way 
we currently choose to live out our 
faith in our culture.

*The full homily many be found 
at http://www.stmichaelscathedral.
ca/

Editorial

❑

In this edition 
I’ve included two 
homilies, which 
is unusual be-
cause homilies 
are twice as long 
as the articles we 
usually publish 
in the HighWay. 
When this hap-
pens our 8 pages 

are not as well balanced from a content 
point of view. Therefore, I have had to 
exercise more editing than usual. This 
primarily happened in the World Day 
of Prayer Homily. If you are interested 
in reading the entire article drop me a 
line by email: anghighway@gmail.com 
and I will make sure you get a copy.

Another change that will begin in 
the next edition is the inclusion of 
more advertising. After many attempts 
at trying to interest people in support-
ing The HighWay through advertising, 
I realized that evangelism isn’t one of 
my gifts. 

At the last Anglican Editors con-
ference we were encouraged to find 
someone locally who might fill this 
ministry, but I didn’t receive any inter-
est to the appeal I made last year. This 
apparently was also the experience of 

other editors across the dioceses, and 
then suddenly there was an answer 
to prayer: We would like to extend a 
warm welcome to our new Advertising 
Manager, Angela Rush.  Angela is the 

By Jonn LavinnDer

❑

Advertising Manager for Niagara 
Anglican and since April 2011 
has added several other dioce-
san newspapers to her portfolio. 
Angela Rush brings a successful 
track record in advertising sales, 
marketing, and customer service; 
with over 15 years of experience 
as an advertising representative 
with several magazines. She has 
organized and led many success-
ful promotional and fund raising 
initiatives, has led an ALPHA 
group for young people and has 
been a lifelong member of the 
Anglican Church. For all your 
advertising needs or suggestions 
for new initiatives, contact her at 
thehighway.ads@gmail.com or 
905-630-0390. Advertising Manager Angela Rush
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¡Hola a todos!  ¡Buenos días!
By  amanDa Bath cuBa!  World Day of prayer homily

You get off the 
plane in Santa 
Clara and inhale. 
The warm, humid 
tropical air hits you, 
tinged with tobacco 
smoke, cologne 
water and jasmine. 
You are back! Back 
in Cuba.

They call Cuba 
the ‘Galapagos of 
the Caribbean’ be-
cause of the wealth 
of species – flora 
and fauna - en-
demic only to this 

island. It’s a huge island – the largest in the 
Caribbean. It’s 1250 kms long and between 
31 and 193 kms wide

I fell in love with Cuba on my first visit 
in 2014, from the moment I inhaled that 
first breath. Cuba smelled like the Spain 
I grew up with in the early 1960s, that 
simpler, primitive Spain of horses and carts 
clip clopping down the road. Teams of 
oxen pull Roman ploughs over the fields, 
an agricultural method unchanged since 
the time of Jesus. Humble dwellings, rough 
tin shacks, dirt floors. Sunshine, music and 
warm, generous people.

Spain in the ‘60s and early ‘70s was a 
military dictatorship. Cuba in ’59 became a 
Marxist Communist dictatorship. In some 
ways one dictatorship is much like another. 
Voting has no meaning. You try to stay out 
of trouble. You don’t do drugs or commit 
crimes because the penalties are harsh. 
Cubans could not easily get a passport and 
could not leave the country legally. 

In the early years of the Revolution, 
religion was frowned on, though never ac-
tually banned. Many priests left Cuba after 
1959 and, under Castro, believers were de-
nied membership in the communist party, 
which had repercussions on many aspects 
of life. Few, if any, believers held political 
posts. Certain university careers were off 
limits. Believers could be denied preferred 
housing, might receive fewer benefits, and 
be passed over for better jobs. 

The situation changed dramatically 
after 1992 when the constitution was 

revised. Catholicism in Cuba gained the 
papal seal of approval with Pope John Paul 
II’s visit in 1998. During my visits to Cuba 
I saw churches packed to overflowing on 
Sundays.

Santaría is an African based religion, 
also practiced throughout Cuba. It is a 
product of the slave era, but remains deep-
ly embedded in contemporary Cuban cul-
ture, with a major impact on the country’s 
music, dance and rituals. Its devotees wear 
pure white clothing, both men and women, 
with decorative strings of beads around 
their necks. 

The Cuban Revolution brought good 
things too: a 98% literate population, with 
universal free education up to university 
level. Universal free health care so that 
average life expectancy in Cuba is one of 
the highest in the world: 78 for men, 80 for 
women. Infant mortality is 4.63 per 1,000 
live births, lower than in the USA (5.87). 
Basic food is subsidized so that nobody 
starves. 

And Cuba is generous in reaching out 
to help others, despite its own scarci-
ties and problems. The Tarara Specialist 
Medical Centre near Havana, was set up in 
1990 to treat radiation victims of Russia’s 
Chernobyl nuclear disaster, many of them 
children. Cuban doctors mobilize when 
global disasters strike. They were in Guin-
ea, Liberia and Sierra Leone during the 
recent Ebola epidemic, at considerable risk 
to their personal health.

In my Cuban travels, I often found 
myself chatting in the street to highly 
educated professionals: medical doctors, 
engineers, librarians, architects. Cubans go 
abroad to pursue their careers in friendly 
countries like Germany, Venezuela or Rus-
sia. Many Cubans speak foreign languages 
fluently. My walking guide in Viñales this 
February was a second year medical stu-
dent who spoke five languages. 

Yet… and one has to pause here. All is 
not well. The Cuban economy is failing its 
people. It cannot pay its highly educated 
professionals the kind of salary they would 
earn elsewhere in the world. A doctor in 
Cuba earns about CAN$ 30 a month. Other 
workers earn far less. As a result, Cuba’s 
skilled workers either leave the country – a 
brain drain Cuba cannot afford – or they 
abandon their career to work in the tourist 
industry... 

The Cuban people have been waiting a 
long time for a better way of life and access 
to the necessary comforts of life. Decent 
wages, fairness and equity, justice and 
a voice in how the country is governed. 
Human rights that we take for granted are 
long overdue. I’m cautiously optimistic that 
Cuba’s well educated people will negotiate 
a path that preserves their unique, fasci-
nating culture, maintains the good things 
that communism has provided, and also 
brings a new measure of prosperity that 
everyone can enjoy.

¡Muchas gracias!

Amanda Bath was born and raised in 
England, and lived in London before moving 
to the tiny community of Johnson’s Landing, 
BC in 1993. She holds a Ph.D. in Catalan 
Literature and worked in human rights 
research for Amnesty International for a 
decade. Since her home in Johnson’s Landing 
was destroyed by the 2012 landslides, she 
now lives in Kaslo, B.C. with her husband. 

PWRDF Reps. gather in Cranbrook

Saturday, April 
30, thirty Pri-
mates World 
Relief and 
Development 
Fund support-
ers and parish 
reps gathered at 
Christ Church, 
Cranbrook for 
a day to learn 
more about 
the important 
work of PWRDF, 
which Anglicans 
support in our 
country. We were 
called by Archbish-
op John to attend 
this day which was 
organized by Jackie 
Leach, the eastern 
Kootenay diocesan 
PWRDF coordina-
tor, and supported 
by Yme Woens-
dregt and the ACW 
kitchen ministers of 
Christ Church.

After introducing Suzanne Rumsey -the 
national PWRDF Public Engagement Coor-
dinator, Archbishop John Privett thanked 
those of us in the eastern diocesan com-
munity who support the work of PWRDF 
quietly and faithfully in our congregations 
in partnership with so many others in the 
world. He then opened with prayer...using 
the sung Taize Gloria, and Easter Litany.

Suzanne recalled her early life in Cran-
brook as part of the Christ Church parish 
when her father, Gavin Rumsey was rector.  
With Food Security as the over-arching 
theme, she encouraged us to discover with 
another person our personal experiences 
with food in our lives. We then introduced 
each other to the whole assembly.

A 15 minute PowerPoint presenta-
tion, “What is PWRDF?” was viewed (just 
one of many others available for access 
from www.pwrdf.org), reminding us of the 
roots of the Primate’s Fund, which was a 

response to the 1958 
Springhill Mining 
Disaster. Originally 
PWRF, now includes 
“development” relief.

We considered 
the roles we can play 
in our congregations 
as parish reps or 
simply advocates for 
PWRDF work to keep 
before everyone the 
importance of our 

regular donations, so 
that the fund is able 

to plan development work with partners 
and respond immediately to disasters. 
Educating each Anglican is primary, and 
the website is the most accessible source 
of current info: www.pwrdf.org 8 video 
shorts are already available on the website 
to tell the story of the significant differ-
ences being made by our funding projects. 
Materials for our parishes can be ordered 
online in spring.

Suzanne clarified that donations can be 
made either directly to the national office 
(particularly when we want to donate 
to urgent disaster relief) or through our 
congregations, which are forwarded to the 
diocese. Both ways will credit the diocese 
from which the donation comes.

Suggestions for supporting PWRDF 
parish reps were shared, and the job de-
scription has been recently updated. Parish 
reps aren’t expected to do everything that 
is on the list. However, Caesar Chavez once 

admonished us regarding how to get peo-
ple involved. He said, “First you talk to one 
person, then another!” 

After a nutritious lunch provided by 
Christ Church, Suzanne interviewed two 
long time parish reps about their experi-
ences of encouraging and supporting the 
PWRDF mission in our world. This was 
followed by the remaining participants 
dialoguing in small groups regarding ideas 
the interviews may have generated, e.g. a 
parish PWRDF-dedicated bulletin board.

Coalitions of which PWRDF is a part 
are: KAIROS, CCIC (Canadian Council on 
International Cooperation), ACT ALLI-
ANCE and CFGB — Canadian Foodgrains 
Bank were discussed.

Several good reasons were presented as 
to why Anglicans should support PWRDF 
versus other development/relief agencies: 
administrative costs are a low (12-14%); 
partnerships are organized and run by 
local people giving employment opportu-
nities and empowerment to them in their 
work.

This equipping, inspiring day closed 
with a Thanksgiving service of “Encourage-
ment and Hope,” led by Archbishop John 
Privett. We affirmed our commitment to 
the mission of PWRDF, offering ourselves 
as diocesan representatives, supporters 
and advocates for the ministry of PWRDF.

If your local church does not presently 
have a PWRDF parish rep I encourage all of 
you to pray and think about if this calling is 
for you. It is very inspiring work.

By  Karen piDcocK 
& ruth Buenting

❑

PWRDF presenter Suzanne Rumsey & Heather Karabelas
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Brave New Experiment 

the weekend of 
June 11-12 has 
been designated 
as the first in a 
series of anniver-
sary activities. 
All the Windermere 
Valley Shared Min-
istry (WVSM) past 
leadership as well 
as Primate Fred 
Hiltz from the An-
glican Church, and 
Moderator Jordan 
Cantwell from the 
United Church, and 
dignitaries from the 
Diocese and Presby-
tery regional levels 
will be coming to 
the Valley to help 
celebrate the occa-
sion. Saturday, June 
11will feature an 
evening of songs of 
peace and freedom 
at Christ Church 
Trinity Invermere at 
7 pm. Then on Sun-
day, June 12 Christ 
Church Trinity will 
host a ceremonial 
service with special 
guests at 10:30 
am, followed by a 
brunch, and a tour 
of our heritage 
churches St. Peter’s 
in Windermere, and 
All Saints Edgewa-
ter. A potluck din-
ner at 5:30 pm will 
wrap up the day. 
Other Anniversary 
events will follow in 
the summer and fall 
with details to be 
announced.

In its fifty years, the Shared Ministry 
has developed a sense of its strengths, its 
sensitivities, and its emerging identity. 
Weathering half a century has been a chal-
lenging and rewarding journey. It began in 
the psychedelic days in the dawning of The 
Age of Aquarius as the world was beginning 
to speed up and spin out.

In 1966, when hair was long, and skirts 
were short and the Beatles affirmed, We 
Can Work It Out, the congregations of In-
vermere’s Trinity United Church and Christ 
Church Anglican were struggling to afford 
full time ministers and maintain two aging 
buildings. They decided to launch into an 
experimental partnership. In the summer 
of love, many people were launching into 
experimental partnerships.

Driven by financial realities and a spirit 
of friendship and community, their church 
councils decided to get together and 
explore the possibility of a merger. They 
drafted a preliminary plan and set out on 
a one-year partnership, which would be 
reviewed and possibly renewed in 1967. The 
Beatles proclaimed “All You Need Is Love.” 
The Monkees declared “I’m a Believer.” 
When the Joint Council met in 1967 to 
review the merger, they voted to adopt a 
formal charter.

In 1970, as Disco Music was sweeping 
popular culture, the United Church Koo-
tenay Presbytery, and Kootenay Anglican 
Diocese convened congregational meetings 

in Invermere and Edgewater to assess the 
progress of the shared ministry experi-
ment. With many new ideas emerging for 
ways to develop the concept, the members 
of the joint congregations remained enthu-
siastic. According to the Valley Echo (local 
weekly newspaper) of Thursday, November 
12, 1970, “General satisfaction in the shared 
ministry was expressed.” The BeeGees 
thumped out the disco pulse: “ah-ah-ah-ah 
Stayin’ Alive.”

Over the next twenty years the music 
scene diverged and fragmented into a doz-
en genres. Rappers didn’t like punk; metal 
heads didn’t like funk; and urban-country 
couldn’t relate to country-country. But five 
successive WVSM ministers managed to 
build a “Bridge Over Troubled Waters” and 
keep the congregations working together. 
And during this time they also managed 
to serve the little country churches in the 
disbursed communities of Windermere, 
Edgewater, and Brisco.

In 1993 when Whitney Houston’s time-
less anthem “I will Always Love You” was 
yearning across the airwaves, the two In-
vermere congregations experienced growth 
spurts. Discussions began between the 
congregations to combine their energies to 
create a single, larger church facility. Bud-
gets and finances had been kept separate 
until this point, but to achieve this deeper 
union, all assets were combined. The con-
gregations agreed to sell their downtown 

Trinity United property and use the 
funds from that to build a new fa-
cility on the Christ Church Anglican 
property “on the hill.” This decision 
meant that the old Anglican Church 
would be torn down to make way 
for the larger new building. Logis-
tics were tricky and loyalties were 
tested, but in an effort to respect all 
the traditions and treasures, the old 
Anglican steeple was retained as an 
important part of the new church’s 
architecture, beloved artifacts of 
both churches were incorporated 
into the new building’s design, and 
sacred possessions from both build-
ings were given places of honour.

The new building, Christ Church 
Trinity was consecrated in March of 
1999, and later that year, the Shared 
Ministry celebrated the 100th anni-
versary of St. Peter’s in Windermere 
with the acclaimed Stolen Church 
Opera.

The WVSM continued to grow 
into the new millennium as Ma-
donna and the Back Street Boys 
churned out their dance moves with 
abandon. Then in 2008 economic 
recession hit, population and church 
membership declined. The WVSM 
found itself between ministers at the 
end of 2009 and Joint Council had 
to navigate a period of uncertain-
ty as their search committee took 
applications for WVSM’s fourteenth 
minister. During this time, with 
some interim clergy support from 
both churches, the congregation’s 
faithful lay ministers held things 
together and provided beautiful 
worship. This lengthy process finally 
ended when Rev. Laura Hermakin 
arrived in March of 2012. Now in 
2016, she leads the Shared Ministry 
into the celebration of its fifty-year 
anniversary.

Come out on the June 11-12th 
weekend and meet some of the peo-
ple who nurtured this half century of 
experimental partnership.

Windermere valley Shared ministry celebrates 50th anniversary

The congregations of Christ Church, Trinity Windermere Valley Shared Ministry

❑

By  anne JarDine

Induction of Katherine Hough
On Sunday May 1, 2016 the 
Rev. Dr. Katherine Hough 
was officially inducted as 
Incumbent of All Saints, 
Kimberly by Archbishop 
John Privett. Although Kath-
erine has been in the parish 
since September 2015 the 
formal induction service was 
postponed until May. Folks 
came from across the East 
Kootenay as well as Nelson to 
celebrate with Katherine and 
the parishioners of All Saints. 
A delicious dinner was served 
following the service and a 
good time was had by all.
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Praying with children

We all want the 
best for our kids 
and grandchil-
dren. We hope 
that they will 
grow up to be 
capable and 
whole adults. 
It is a no-brainer 
that our children 
need to be taught 
to grow mentally 
and physically. We 
don’t understand 
fractions without 
help or learn to ride 
a bike without a 
steady hand helping 
us learn to balance. 
We often give little 
thought to how 

our children grow spiritually. Lisa Miller in 
her book, “The Spiritual Child,” found that 
teens with an active faith were 60% less 
likely to experience depression, 40% less 
likely to suffer from addictions, and 80% 
less likely to engage in unprotected sex. 
We have intuitively understood that faith, 
or a lively relationship with God makes a 
difference in our ability to deal with the ups 
and downs of life. This is obviously no dif-
ferent for children and youth. Teaching our 
children how to enter into an engaged faith 
is not, however, simply about attending 
worship on Sunday or even going to Sunday 
School. It is a matter of modelling a life that 
is focussed upon God and God’s desire for 
our lives and world. 

Over the course of this past year, we 
at All Saints in Vernon have been offering 
Messy Church once a month. This pro-
gram of crafts, worship with Bible story 
and communal dinner has been amazingly 
popular so far with about 40 or so kids 
attending with their parent/s. What that 
has done though, is to push/encourage 
me, who organizes the worship section, to 
consider what we want kids to know about 
church, worship and a life of faith. One of 
the biggest concerns is that of prayer- what 
is prayer? And how do we teach it? 

Children readily understand the idea 
of saying thank you for what you’ve been 
given. Saying grace before dinner, when we 
thank God for the food God has provided is 
an easy way for families to begin praying. If 
there is a simple sung or said Grace that is 
the same each night, the kids become com-
fortable with this “new way of doing things.” 
Once kids have become accustomed to 
grace, there is an opportunity to develop 
gratitude as well by asking kids to share a 

good thing that has happened during the 
day that they would like to thank God for. 
This opens up the children’s minds to the 
wide range of experiences for which we can 
give thanks and to see God in all sorts of 
different places. 

Another old familiar time to bring in 
prayer is at bedtime. Encouraging your 
children to reflect back over their day, 
remembering both the good and the not so 
good. By offering the good things to God 
in thanks and then saying “I’m sorry” for 
our mistakes lays the foundation for being 
able to deal constructively with the lows 
as well as the highs of life. By asking God’s 
forgiveness and letting go of our mistakes, 
we learn once again the practical reality of 
death and resurrection- that we are indeed 
loved no matter what, and we can begin 
over even after bad things have happened. 

Prayer as “talking to God” is a simple 
idea, but if as adults we are not comfort-
able with prayer ourselves then it becomes 
difficult to teach. One way to approach 
prayer when you are not at ease is to turn 
to silence. Meditation, as a prayer tech-
nique or style, has a long history in the 
church. It is simply about being still and 
silent in the presence of God and listen-
ing. By drawing children’s attention to 
their breath and noticing breathing in and 
breathing out, our minds calm down and 
settle into silence. By having a timer on 
your phone set for 30 seconds to begin with 
and slowly working up the time, we are all 
learning how to open ourselves to the quiet 
sense of God’s presence. A note to parents 
wanting to start this quiet style of prayer- 
you will notice that your mind whizzes 
from one thing to the next and you will 
think because of it, you are not meditating. 

Know that the moment you sit down with 
the intention of prayer, you are meditating. 
Gently bringing your mind back to focus 
on your breath or a single word or “mantra” 
can help to settle your mind. 

These suggestions work more in a fami-
ly setting, but in a Sunday School or Messy 
Church setting, they may not be as appro-
priate. When you have a large group of 
little kids, aged 2/3 to 12, gathered and on 
the edge of fidgety, you want to make any 
teaching about prayer short and hands-on. 

We generally begin the kids thinking 
about prayer by having a prayer activity 
along with the crafts at the start of our 
session. During our Easter session, we had 
a huge butterfly for the kids to colour when 
they had thought about something new 
they wanted to try or something they need-
ed to renew. Then we brought the butterfly 
into our worship time and used it as the 
basis for our prayer time. 

Prayer time in Messy Church is quite 
structured for us beginning with deep 
breathing followed by me leading a simple 
verbal prayer that takes off from our prayer 
craft activity. We finish with a song, “Go 
Now in Peace,” with actions. The repetition 
of the same process each time seems to 
work well. I’m hoping that next year we will 
be able to draw the kids into prayer by en-
couraging them to share their own prayer 
concerns. 

I’ve offered these suggestions as a start-
ing place for all of us to begin to engage the 
children in our lives in exploring who God 
is and how they might connect to God.

By Jane Bourcet

The Rev. Jane Bourcet is an  
associate priest at All Saints, 
Vernon and a member of the 
Diocesan Spiritual Development 
Committee

there are two 
courses left in the 
2016 Kootenay 
School of Minis-
try curriculum.  
These courses are 
open to anyone who 
is interested.
  Pastoral Care and 
Education will be 
offered August 
26-29 at All Saints’, 
Vernon, by husband 
and wife team Ellen 
and Jeremy Clark-
King.  The Ven. 
Ellen Clark-King 
is Cathedral Vicar 
of Christ Church 
Cathedral and the 
Diocese of New 
Westminster’s Di-
rector for Diaconal 
Formation. She also 

teaches in the Doctor of Ministry program 
at Virginia Theological Seminary.  She is 
the author of two books: “Theology by 
Heart: Women, the Church and God” (Ep-
worth, 2004) and “The Path to Your Door: 
Approaches to Christian Spirituality” (Con-
tinuum, 2011).  The Rev. Jeremy Clark-King 
is Rector of St Mary’s Kerrisdale, regional 
dean of Point Grey, and part of the team of 
the Diocesan School for Parish Develop-
ment.  He is particularly interested in the 
intersection of spirituality, organization 
and personal development.  Both have 
lived in Vancouver since 2005.

Pastoral Care and Education will focus 
on the pastoral care and the education of 
individuals and small groups. The organiz-
ing principle for pastoral care will be the 
liturgies of the church: baptism, reconcil-
iation, marriage, ministry to the sick and 
homebound, ministry at time of death, and 
funerals. Education of the whole people 
of God will be explored through an exam-
ination of theories of faith development as 
well as teaching and learning styles. 

Jesus and the Jewish Scriptures is 
planned for September 30-October 3 at St 
Andrew’s, Okanagan Mission (Kelowna) 
with instructor Dr. Elmer Joy.  He has a 
deep appreciation for the Hebrew Scrip-
tures and their place in Christian theology 
and spirituality. After a varied career as 
professor in biblical studies, VP Adminis-
tration and Finance and then as Academic 
Dean at Regent College, he worked with 
Bishop Michael Ingham in the Diocese of 
New Westminster as Business Administra-
tor and then as Director of both Christian 
Formation and Congregational Develop-
ment. Elmer recently retired from a career 
in real estate in Kelowna. He is the current 
director of Emmanuella House of Prayer, 
shifting its focus somewhat to the develop-
ment of creation theology and its impli-
cations for spiritual exercises and earth 
keeping.  He has proven right those who 
have argued that a person should expect up 
to five careers in a lifetime.  

Jesus was undeniably Jewish.  So were 
his disciples.  While that is generally 

understood, the implications are seldom 
considered. It is the purpose of Jesus and 
the Jewish Scriptures to explore these 
implications in terms of Jesus’ person and 
self understanding, in terms of the Scrip-
tures and traditions that Jesus inherited 
and either revered or challenged, in terms 
of Jesus’ followers and the formation of 
the early and largely Gentile church, and 
in terms of the formation of the Christian 
Scriptures. The character of the course is at 
once historical and hermeneutical, the goal 
being to examine ways, both old and new, 
of reading the Gospels and of re-reading 
the Christian Old Testament. 

Both courses start on Friday evening, 
run all day and evening Saturday and 
Sunday, and end on Monday at noon.  
Lunch and supper are available on Satur-
day and Sunday at cost.  Both courses are 
available for either credit or audit. Limited 
billets available. Please register early at the 
Kootenay School of Ministry website www.
kootenayschoolofministry.ca

❑

KSM Courses 2016

The Rev. Ellen Clark-King The Rev. Jeremy Clark-King Dr. Elmer Joy

http://www.kootenayschoolofministry.ca
http://www.kootenayschoolofministry.ca
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By yme WoenSDregt

This column 
has been written 
with the inten-
tion that it may 
be reprinted 
in local news-
papers for the 
religion page.  
Yme will be 
writing a short 
article each 
month expressly 
with this pur-
pose in mind. 
You are free to 
reproduce the 
article without 
prior approval. 
Drop us a line 
anyway... 
The Editor

❑

Four deaths 
and a welcome Grace

Yme Woensdregt is the Dean of East 
Kootenay and Incumbent for Christ 
Church, Cranbrook.

❑

Walter Brueg-
gemann, one of 
the foremost Old 
testament schol-
ars, reminds us 
that God is a real 
character in the 
story of the Bible, 
a God who acts, 
sends, delivers. 
God is not an 
abstraction, but 
comes to a partic-
ular people and 
chooses to be vul-
nerable and open to 
change for the sake 
of the world. God 
is not an impas-
sible force, but is 
capable of a range 
of emotions. God is 
filled with love and 
compassion. God 
knows anger and 

hate and even violence. God enters into the 
pain of God’s people.

I have had personal experience of this 
“presence” a number of times   in the last 
few months. It was always in the context of 
a death. Let me explain.

Late August 2015. My wife Lori was 
in the USA visiting her children for the 
summer when I got a phone call that she 
had been admitted to hospital. At first, 
they thought it might be a stroke; the MRI 
showed it to be a brain tumour. We airlifted 
her to Kelowna, where it was diagnosed as 
malignant and aggressive. Nothing could 
be done. We had to prepare for her death.

Thankfully, we had talked about what 
we might do in such a circumstance. So we 
decided pretty quickly that we would take 
no action except to minimize the pain. She 
was flown home to Cranbrook, where she 
stayed in hospital for some time, and then 
moved to Joseph Creek Care Village, where 
she received exceptional care.

Lori died on New Year’s Eve. While we 
were not afraid of death, the process itself 
was horrendous. As she put it, “I’m tired of 
losing bits of myself every day. I wish this 
was over. I want to die.”

We knew from the very beginning that 
there would be no other outcome. We were 
prepared for her to die. We were not pre-
pared for the process of dying. It was hard 
and painful work for both of us.

Many people supported us: they prayed 
for us; spent time visiting; prepared meals 
for me. A precious gift during this time was 
the care exercised by the Hospice worker, 
who spent countless hours with Lori as she 
slowly wasted away.

These people lived out God’s love for us 
in this dark time. Their care sustained us. 
We felt God’s sorrow in the midst of our 
sorrow.

There was a second death in the midst 
of all this turmoil. A close friend died 
very quickly doing what he loved to do. 
His heart attack took him in an instant. I 
felt two overwhelming emotions with his 
death. The first was profound relief that 
for him it ended so very quickly. He did not 
have to face a long, slow process of dying. 
It was hard for his family, since they had 
no time to say goodbye. But for him, it was 
quick and painless.

The other emotion I felt was jealousy. 
I wondered to myself why Lori couldn’t 
have had a quick death. In the midst of that 
pain, a friend called me out of the blue and 
told me that we had no control over the 
time, we could only control how we dealt 
with the time we had left. Again, God was 
with me.

The third death was that of a woman 
whom I loved as a dear friend. She was suf-
fering from a chronic condition which was 
causing her to waste away. She had decided 
that since medical assistance in dying was 
not available to her in Canada, she would 
travel to Switzerland for a “voluntary 
death.”

One of the consequences of not having 
medically assisted dying in Canada is that 
people have to die too soon just so they can 
travel to another jurisdiction. They need 
to be healthy enough to travel, and to give 
informed consent in that jurisdiction. And 
that, dear friends, is a terrible choice to 

have to make. It is a powerful argu-
ment in favour of medically assisted 
dying in Canada, and I am delighted 
to know that Parliament has finally 
drafted a law enabling the dying to 
exercise this right. It deserves the 
widest possible consideration and 
conversation. Needless to say, I am a 
strong advocate for medical assis-
tance in dying.

The fourth death was my dog 
Moe. He had already become weak 
as Lori was dying, but I simply 
couldn’t have him put down at that 
time. It was more pain than I could 
bear. Hence, I waited until the same 
week as Lori died. As I held Moe in 
my arms, I couldn’t help but think 
how humane this was. A faithful 
companion and comfort to the end, 
Moe lived without complaint, even 
when his old, arthritic body could no 
longer do what he wished. He died 
peacefully, without pain and without 
complaint.

In all of this, I understood again 
that life and death dance together in 
a wonderful and intricate dance of 
grace and hope. Death is hard. Life 
is hard. Yet in the midst of such pain 
and difficulty, I knew once again 
the truth of the faith which sustains 
me. The last word does not belong 
to death. The last word is a word of 
grace, compassion, hope and love.

The Ven. Trevor Freeman is the 
Executive Archdeacon for the  
Diocese of Kootenay.     
The following article comes from his 
blog on “The Community.” 
http://thecommunity.anglican.ca/

By trevor freeman

I’ve known that 
I wanted to do 
an article about 
the environment 
for a while but 
I haven’t really 
known what to 
say. Not because 
there’s nothing to 
say but because 
it’s all been said 

so many times by so many people who 
know way more about it than I do.

Basically, we either get serious 
about being a sustainable part of cre-
ation or watch our behaviour degrade 
and destroy the stuff of which we’re 
made. 

It seems like a pretty simple choice 
but we seem to be unable to make it.

As a church we haven’t been helped 
by the language of dominion that we 
find in scripture. The creation story of 
Genesis puts human beings at the cen-
tre and peak of creation. It describes 

a particular kind of relationship with 
the rest of creation that has too easily 
slipped from dominion of something 
that was never ours to begin with to 
domination of something to which we 
feel entitled.

That’s what I’ve been thinking 
about. Not the interpretation or exe-
gesis of Genesis (that has been done 
much better than I could). Instead, 
to explore the sense of entitlement 
we seem to have developed towards 
creation.

Entitlement is pretty common in the 
global north. Most of us, regardless of 
age or location, have a hefty sense that 
we are entitled to all sorts of things. 
There has been a fair bit of dialogue 
online about the entitled generation. 
Depending on the author of the article 
its usually the baby boomers or the mil-
lenials. If we’re honest with ourselves, 
however, we know that regardless of 
our generation we feel pretty comfort-
able with our ideas of what should be 
ours and what we should have. Retire-
ment, home ownership, car and plane 
travel, unrestricted diets, entertain-

ment of whatever sort whenever 
we want it. 

Most of us think of most of 
these things as normal and good. 
And I don’t think they’re neces-
sarily bad in themselves. I really 
like the idea of retiring one day 
and hope that I’m able to!

What it comes down to 
though is the cost of my enti-
tlements to creation. If I believe 
that all of creation, everything 
that makes up the material uni-
verse living and not, springs from 
the same source have I reckoned 
the cost of what I want on that 
creation? Have I considered that 
it too is loved by God and have I 
treated it with love?

Those are big questions and 
working out the details of how 
to do that isn’t easy. But maybe 
that’s the question communities 
of faith should be asking as we 
learn how to be sustainable com-
munities. 

Sustainable communities
Doing What iSn’t eaSy 
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St. Barbara’s is a 
small parish with 
weekly congre-
gation numbers 
between 16 and 
24 people.  For 
the most part our 
parishioners live 
in the communi-
ties of Okanagan 
Falls and Kaleden 
with several regu-
lars from Pentic-
ton and occasion-
al drop-ins from 
Oliver.  Demo-
graphically we are 
old! — not unlike 
many parishes 
in our diocese.  
Nevertheless, our 
TiM journey has 
had some extraor-

❑

dinary highlights; highlights that we’d 
like to share.

Getting started meant that we 
spent time as a group exploring what 
our parish was all about, what our 
faith journey meant to us, and what 
we wanted for St. Barbara’s in our 
local community, in the wider church 
community, in our diocese and beyond, 
and for ourselves.  If we ever thought 
that our congregation was shy and 
reluctant to talk about our faith, our 
TiM discussions showed us all how 
much we cared about our church, our 
community, and each other.  It was an 
affirming experience, one that came as 
a wonderful surprise to many of us.

We reflected on what we had done 
together and what we wanted to do in 
the future.  The goals that we set for 
our campaign — to raise funds to help 
women in need in our community; to 
support a school breakfast program; to 

provide financial support for a locally 
raised priest candidate; and to sub-
sidize our own faith growth with an 
annual retreat — reflected back to us 
as who we are as a community — very 
empowering stuff !

But the most amazing part of our 
TiM journey came when our volun-
teers began individual visits to all of 
the members of the parish.  Almost 
all of these visits were conducted by 
the 2-person visiting teams in pa-
rishioners’ homes; and many of the 
visits took place over a meal.  Initially 
somewhat nervous as we began, all 
of us who visited were pleasantly 
surprised at how we were received by 
our fellow parishioners.  Getting to 
know each other better in the context 
of explaining what TiM was all about 
opened the door to some wonderful 
conversations.

Our sister team of Barb and Betty 
couldn’t stop talking about what a 

great time they were having with their 
visits.  They happily took on additional 
visits when one of our other volunteers 
had to travel for family reasons.  And 
Barb and Betty continue regular lunch 
visits to keep in touch beyond meeting 
people at church on Sunday.

We have begun to receive funds 
from our TiM campaign and disburse 
these funds to support our campaign 
goals.  But that isn’t all that we talk 
about.  More often we share how 
wonderful it is to be better connected 
with each other; to know each other in 
ways that we hadn’t expected when we 
started this campaign. For us, TiM is 
much more than fundraising; it’s about 
building closer relationships with each 
other, and with our local community.  
It’s about sharing what we have beyond 
our parish.

We are very proud of our small par-
ish of St. Barbara’s.  

By Kim & pauL gLen

Campaign reflections 
from a Small parish

Our tiM Cam-
paign kicked off 
in late June 2015 
with cake, bal-
loons,  joy, and 
a “song in our 
heart.” Our goal? 
An ambitious 
$100,000, which 
is double what 
was suggested by 
Martha Asselin of 
M & M Interna-
tional. Our vision 
is exciting and 
includes training 
and support for 
a pastoral care 
team, exploring 

new ways of gathering together, host-
ing speakers and community events, 
installing a new media system for our 
own use and the use of those who regu-
larly use our space, such as a Lutheran 
congregation; replenishing our reserve 
fund; painting and fixing some ventila-
tion issues.

Ten months into our TiM Cam-
paign, and thanks to the inspiration of 
Caron Green, one of our ambassadors. 
Ambassadors contacted a significant 
number of congregation members 
inviting them to a TiM Dessert Evening. 
Thanks to Caron and Helen Franken’s 
contribution of desserts, we had suffi-
cient delicious desserts and fresh fruit 
to feed an army; unfortunately, only 
one congregation member attended 
the evening along with ambassadors 
Caron, Helen, Willa Love, Bill and Irene 
Turner, and me. 

That might sound like a failed 
event —however, it turned out to be 
an evening of brilliant connection and 
creativity. Willa, my fellow co-chair, led 
the conversation about where we go 
from here in terms of contacting our 
congregation members. What ensued 
was lots of excellent conversation, 
TiM packages spread across the table, 
and inspired ideas. By the end of the 
evening — and hundreds of calories 
later — we all left with yet more TiM 
packages (Willa with a lion’s share). 
We were all committed to following up 
again with our congregation members 
by phoning them and delivering the 
packages to their homes. That personal 
contact demonstrated how we can en-
gage in a truly meaningful and spiritu-
ally honouring way with congregation 
members.

Willa then followed up by sending 
all ambassadors an email message with 
the notes of her telephone communica-
tions which means that we will be able 
to convey a consistent message in our 
calls as ambassadors.

We are almost half way toward 
achieving our financial goal, but there 
is so much other “good news.” Through 
our consultation and communication 
we have been able to clarify our con-
gregation list and, most importantly, 
we are starting to re-engage with con-
gregation members who may have felt 
abandoned. Together we’re on a power-
ful journey of faith and we are learning 
from each other. (And, we have enough 
dessert in our freezer to serve our con-
gregation at Coffee Time this Sunday. 
LOL God is so good!

Journeying with TiM ...
a good news report from Windermere valley Shared ministry 

By BenDina miLLer
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