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REFLECTION

By Dr Lynne McNaughton 
Bishop of Kootenay

I remember in Grade 5, spotting 
my cousin on the monkey bars at 
school during recess. As she was 
hanging upside down, her glasses fell 
off. I picked them up, and put them 
on. I was astounded at what I could 
see, and exclaimed “I can see leaves 
on the trees!” My cousin immediately 
jumped down and yelled “you need 
glasses.”

My vision had diminished so 
slowly I hadn’t noticed what detail 
I was missing!  I marveled at having 
eyeglasses; to me 20 20 vision was a 
miracle.

We treasure the gift of clear eye-
sight, the physical ability to see, but 
the church, like any organization, 
needs clear vision, of the kind the 
dictionary calls  “the ability to think 
about or plan the future with imagi-
nation or wisdom.”

This vision in scripture usually is 
understood as a revelation from God.  
It is God who gives us our vision.  
Isaiah 2 begins “The word that Isaiah 
saw...”  

We begin the year 2020 with the 
season of Epiphany, a season of minis-
try, of putting into practical reality the 
gift of Christmas. Advent is a season 
of preparation to receive Christ, 
Christmas is a celebration of God’s 
gift of incarnation, and Epiphany is 
a season in which we ponder how 
to respond to that gift in our lives.  
Advent and Christmas are full of 
familiar scriptural visions, the  poetry 
of the prophets and the gospel writers 

expressing the longing of God for the 
wholeness and fulfillment of human-
ity and creation. We are given vivid 
concrete images of God’s vision:  

n   Wolf and lamb lying together, 
swords beaten into ploughshares, 
“They shall not hurt or destroy on 
all my holy mountain.” 

n   “Then the eyes of the blind shall be 
opened, and the ears of the deaf 
unstopped; then the lame shall 
leap like a deer, and the tongue of 
the speechless sing for joy.”   

n   The redeemed “shall obtain joy 
and gladness, and sorrow and 
sighing shall flee away.”  

n   “The Lord sets the prisoners free; 
the Lord opens the eyes of the 
blind; the Lord lifts up those who 
are bowed down.”  

n   “The Lord loves right relationship; 
the Lord cares for the stranger; 
The Lord sustains the orphan and 
widow.” 

And Luke’s Gospel sings God’s vision:   

n   “God lifts up the lowly, and fills the 
hungry with good things.” 

n   “God has sent me to proclaim 
release to the captives…”

Epiphany season with 2020 Vision!

In Matthew’s gospel Jesus sums up 
his ministry: 

n   “The blind receive their sight, the 
lame walk, the lepers are 
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead 
are raised, and the poor have 
good news brought to them.” 

These are beloved, familiar pas-
sages, so familiar we may forget they 
are God’s vision!

The vision of God is our vision 
as a church. We are to be a servant 
church: to put into action the love of 
God, in material, tangible, practical 
ways. We use our imagination and 
creativity to find ways to put into 
practice God’s vision of Wholeness 
for all, Humanity, Creation, and 
Earth. 

And yes, we need all of that cre-
ativity and imagination (vision), as 
we re-imagine how to be the church 
in this new time. I believe that when 
we keep God’s vision before us, we 
have what we need to re-imagine 
church. As we are out serving the 
needs of the world, the shape of the 
church will unfold.

Urban T. Holmes, an American 
Anglican Theologian, in his book 
‘What is Anglicanism?’ said, “To love 
God is to relieve the burden of all 
who suffer.  The rest is a question of 
tactics.”

❑
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Editorial

By John Lavender

Using ‘20/20 Vision’ as a platform, 
let us look at what happened in 
2019. 

In January 2019 we were ‘Praying 
through Change’ while searching for a 
new bishop. The Rev Richard Simp-
son, as a member of the Episcopal 
Electoral Committee, said ‘The times 
they are a-changing’ in reference to 
the list of candidates we were seeing 
for the first time. 

February brought us closer to our 
goal, and we were in the ‘Sanctuary’ 
praying. The EEC Update said we 
were going through ‘The Gate’ and 
journeying on a new ‘High Way’. 

In March we announced we had 
a ‘New Bishop’: The Rev Dr Lynne 
McNaughton. Stafford Brandrick said, 
“it had been ‘A Time of Gathering 

Prayer and Decision Making’.” Also at 
that time Medical Assistance In Dying 
(MAID) was on our mind; and Randall 
Fairey, our Council of General Syn-
od (CoGs) correspondent, wrote an 
extensive clarification on the issues 
under discussion by CoGs concerning 
MAID. 

April not only brought showers 
but also brought ‘Seeds of Resurrec-
tion’ and a plethora of photographs 
introducing us to Bishop Elect Lynne. 
We were ‘getting to know her’, so 
to speak. Lynne was saying to us via 
photographs that she was a person 
who cares for small churches strug-
gling to keep their doors open. She is 
a mother who has a good relationship 
with her daughters, and spends quality 
time with them. She understands the 
complications of modern families. She 
is a team player, and physically active. 
She cares for social justice issues. And 
through it all, she is still smiling.

In May we announced there was 
‘Drama in the Cathedral’; that is 
St Michael & All Angels, Kelow-
na, theatre ministry coordinated by 
Norene Morrow. And that our new 

bishop (elect) will soon become our 
fully fledged bishop. In her article she 
began her journey with us, and spoke 
about the ‘Wisdom of the Liturgical 
Year’. 

Halfway through the year, the June 
edition announced the ‘Consecra-
tion and Induction of Bishop Lynne 
Elizabeth McNaughton’. During the 
summer our delegates went to Gen-
eral Synod 2019 in Vancouver and 
the September edition contained their 
impressions of what happened there. 
Friday, July 12 was a momentous day 
at Synod, with Indigenous people 
becoming ‘a fully-recognized, self-de-
termining people within the Anglican 
Church of Canada’.  On the evening 
of July 12 the debate was held on the 
marriage canon itself, which, by a 
small margin, did not pass. On July 
16 was the closing of Synod and the 
installation of the new Primate, The 
Most Rev. Linda Nicholls.

The October edition of The High-
Way was a special issue celebrating 
‘Together in Mission’. The theme was 
on ‘Stewardship’, and announced the 
official closing of TiM after five years 

❑

Year in Review  — Hitting the High Spots

of operation.  The November edi-
tion traced the ‘Journey of a Bishop’ 
around the diocese: from the ordi-
nation of a transitional deacon at All 
Saints, Vernon; to visioning with the 
congregation of St Saviour’, Nelson; 
to visiting parishes in the East and 
West Kootenay’s.

In the December edition Bish-
op Lynne attended a Thanksgiving 
weekend at Camp Owaissi, where she 
anointed young people during wor-
ship. And as we were in Advent she 
treated us with a reflection on ‘Cre-
ation’.

It was a full year for both The High-
Way and our bishop, and it is our hope 
that there will be a concerted effort 
by parishes to make sure everyone 
has the opportunity of receiving our 
Diocesan newspaper and Anglican  
Journal ( free of charge) through the 
mail. Not everyone who could receive 
the newspapers signed up for them. 
This may mean that parishes appoint 
someone to check if they would like 
to receive our newspapers and do the 
online work to sign them up.
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Transient Guest Liked St Saviour’s 
SUBMITTED by Greg Scott 
Nelson Daily News November 26, 1919

In its column headed “Here and 
There,” the Kamloops Stan-
dard-Sentinel has the following:
We heard a man say that he was in 
Nelson a few weeks ago and attend-
ed the Anglican Church. When he 
came out the rector was at the door, 
shaking hands with the people. When 
this travelling man reached the door 
his hand was shaken in a most cordial 
manner by the pastor, who asked him 
his name and said: “I don’t believe 
I know you; you must be a stranger 
in town.” Then turning to one of the 
older members of the congregation, 
the rector said: “Take this gentleman 
right around to the reading room, 
where he will find coffee and sand-
wiches and a pleasant group to meet 
him.”

The travelling man thought to 
himself that this was an entirely new 
deal for a church on Sunday, but 
concluded to test it out for results. He 
followed his guide and was taken to 
a comfortable room, where he found 
a number of people enjoying a lunch 
at the expense of the church. He was 
introduced to them and spent an 
hour in congenial conversation, in 
discussion of various affairs, answer-

ing questions that had been put in the 
question box at the church (and there 
were some funny ones) and otherwise 
having a good time. 

It struck him as he walked to-
ward his hotel that if there was more 
humanity of that character in the 
churches of the land and less religious ❑

formality, with the cliques and clans 
that are to be found so often, what a 
glorious thing these churches would 
be in every city in helping out hu-
manity. A kindly smile, a warm grasp 
of the hand, a cheery word and some 
action taken that really means love 
and friendship on the part of those in 

the churches, will make more happy 
hearts than the best sermons ever 
preached in the biggest churches ever 
built.

St Mark’s, Nakusp Bequest 

Kamloops Standard-Sentinel Has Homily with Incident in Nelson Church as Text

St Saviour’s Pro-Cathedral, Nelson 1903 showing the Mission Hall on the left.

St. Mark’s Nakusp recently closed their doors but before doing so we made a bequest to a couple of 
deserving groups.  $3000.00 was donated to the Royal Canadian Legion Branch #20 and the Arrow 
Lakes Hospital Foundation.  Presenting a cheque to President Harvey Truax are Heather Peters, Lyn 
Stewart and Doug Peters.

Farewell to Bonnie Bailey 

There was a Christmas Open House and Farewell for Bonnie 
Bailey, Diocesan Finacial Manager, at the Diosesan Centre on 
December 18, 2019. Note the Bonnyface in the photograph.
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Our planet is in peril because of 
climate change. 
The Anglican Foundation of Can-
ada challenges your parish to re-
spond by upholding our Baptismal 
Covenant: “to safeguard the integ-
rity of God’s creation, and respect, 
sustain and renew the life of the 
earth.” 20 grants of up to $2,500 
each will be awarded to parishes 
or dioceses for projects that foster 
sustainability, reduce the carbon 

2020 Request for Proposals

footprint, and plant the seeds for 
change for a greener Canada.

Some initiatives that have already 
been undertaken by Anglican 
churches include:
n   planning “low-carbon foot-

print” parish dinners
n   installing energy-efficient dish-

washers and low-flush toilets
n   purchasing china mugs and 

plates
n   putting service bulletins and 

meeting minutes online
n   eliminating single-use plastic 

cutlery and bottles
n   changing to energy-efficient 

light bulbs

AFC encourages you to be creative 
and imagine other ways to address 
climate change in your church. A 
small step can have a positive impact.

Proposals must meet all of the 
following criteria:

n   new project to begin in 2020
n   address the crisis of climate 

change by making a local 

change
n   AFC grant may comprise up to 

100% of the project budget
n   endorsed by a diocesan bishop 

in the Anglican Church of 
Canada

2020 RFP Criteria and Submission 
Form 
https://www.anglicanfoundation.
org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/
RFP-2020-Criteria-Submission-Form.
pdf

The AFC Board of Directors will 
review proposals in May 2020 and 
announce those receiving grants in 
early June. Proposals submitted in 
response to this request do not count 
as one of the three submissions each 
diocese is allowed per year.

Let’s work together in 2020 to 
show 20/20 vision and be the change 
that we wish to see in the world!

❑

Servant’s Heart  
From the Desk of a Deacon 

The Parish of St. Andrews in Kelow-
na has, as part of their servant min-
istry in this community, a real heart 
for feeding people. We have been 
feeding chili con carne to the home-
less, and more recently to clients in 
three transitional shelters, for a total 
of seventeen years.

Our first efforts at a drop-in centre 
for the homeless, saw one of our 
Deacons and others organize a group 
of parishioners to make ice cream 
buckets of chili, find a grocery store 

❑

Chili Ministry at St Andrew’s, Kelowna
which was willing to sell us their 
freshest whole wheat buns and butter 
at cost, and organize a group who 
were willing to go to the centre and 
serve the chili to their clients. 

We learned much in these first 
years about sharing resources and 
most importantly; that a frozen ice 
cream bucket of chili takes a great deal 
longer to thaw than one might imagine!  
We carried out this ministry for nine 
years until the centre closed due to 
lack of funding. We then went search-
ing for where God might now be 
calling us to ministry.

Our Deacons met with three 
agencies; NOW (New Opportunities 
for Women), the Canadian Mental 
Health Association, and the Boys and 
Girls Club. We learned that NOW and 
CMHA both had transitional shelters 
who were delighted at the thought of 
the Parish providing a supper meal of 
our now famous chili.  Not only would 

it give their cooking staff a respite, it 
would allow their clients to interact 
with the wider community in a way 
that they were not ordinarily able 
to do.  Both agencies were quick to 
tell us that this interaction with our 
parishioners was just as, if not more, 
important than the food. When we 
spoke with the Boys and Girls Club, 
they too were equally delighted at the 
prospect of a chili meal to be served 
at lunch time instead of supper.

Now the Parish was faced with 
having to make three times as much 
chili, and enlist twice as many people 
to serve the food.  This was a much 
bigger undertaking for us and it was 
not taken lightly.  We spent a month of 
specific prayer intention to discern if this 
was where we were being called to serve. It 
became clear with prayer and discus-
sion that we had the resources and 
the willing hearts to continue and 
grow in this ministry. St. Andrews 

was back in the chili business! Eight 
years later, St. Andrews, now known 
in Kelowna as the “chili church”, 
continues to serve buckets of chili 
and dozens of fresh buns to people 
who are trying to change their lives. 
In doing what we believe God called 
us to do, it not only changed the life 
of the individuals involved, it changed 
the life of the parish. 

By Christine Ross

Archdeacon Christine Ross is  Archdeacon  
of Kootenay Diocese

https://www.anglicanfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/RFP-2020-Criteria-Submission-Form.pdf
https://www.anglicanfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/RFP-2020-Criteria-Submission-Form.pdf
https://www.anglicanfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/RFP-2020-Criteria-Submission-Form.pdf
https://www.anglicanfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/RFP-2020-Criteria-Submission-Form.pdf
https://www.anglicanfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/RFP-2020-Criteria-Submission-Form.pdf
https://www.anglicanfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/RFP-2020-Criteria-Submission-Form.pdf
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By Yme Woensdregt

In 2020, be it Resolved that ...

The Rev. Dr. Yme Woensdregt is the 
Dean of East Kootenay and Incumbent 
for Christ Church, Cranbrook.

❑

I’m not normally someone who 
makes New Year’s Resolutions. I hate 
setting myself up for failure that way.

In fact, I collect jokes and com-
ments which make fun of these kinds 
of resolutions. I’m a bit of a skeptic 
when it comes to them. “A new year’s 
resolution,” says one, “is something 
that goes in one year and out the 
other.” Or as someone else has said, 
“Many people look to the new year for 
a new start on old habits.”

One of my favourites comes from 
Jay Leno: “Now there are more over-
weight people in America than av-
erage–weight people. So overweight 
people are now average. Which 
means you’ve already met your new 
year’s resolution.”

Most of us have a tough time keep-
ing them. Our closets are filled with 
unkept resolutions. We try to hide 
them and forget about them. They 
embarrass us … like a relative who 
picks his nose at the dinner table.

But I think I’m changing my mind 
on this. I was listening to “The Debat-
ers” on CBC radio the other day, and 
it suddenly occurred to me that the 
word “resolution” is related to a tech-
nique used in debating. In a formal 
kind of debate, a certain proposition 
is put before two parties who are then 
charged to speak either for or against 
that proposition. It is worded: “Be it 
resolved that …” and then the particu-
lar subject for debate is stated.

It occurred to me that a resolution 
is not just a single moment in time 
that can be accomplished just like 
that. It is a process, in much the same 
way as a debate is a process. And I 
thought that a resolution is an inter-
nal debate I hold with myself. I par-
ticipate in a process of growing and 
learning, hoping thereby to become a 
better human being.

G.K. Chesterton once wrote, “The 
object of a new year is not that we 
should have a new year. It is that we 
should have a new soul.” Growing a 
new soul doesn’t happen quickly or all 
at once. It happens as we live deeply, 
as we reflect on our lives, as we learn 

and change and grow.
Here, then, are some of the things I 

want to keep working at in my life.
1) Be it resolved that in 2020, I will 

make mistakes. I don’t like to be 
wrong, but making mistakes 
means that I’m trying new things. 
Making mistakes is what happens 
when you learn, live, push your-
self, change. Thomas Edison once 
said, “I have not failed. I’ve just 
found 10,000 ways that won’t 
work.”

 English author Neil Gaiman 
encourages us to “Make New 
Mistakes. Make glorious, amazing 
mistakes. Make mistakes nobody’s 
ever made before. Don’t freeze, 
don’t stop, don’t worry that it isn’t 
good enough, or it isn’t perfect. 
Whatever it is you’re scared of 
doing, Do It.”

2) Be it resolved that in 2020, I will 
continue to learn to listen to oth-
ers, particularly those with whom 
I disagree. My kids were fond of 
pointing out to me when they 
were younger that “You don’t 
know everything, Dad.” They were 
right. I do try to discern the truth, 
but my perspective is always limit-
ed by my own life, my own experi-
ences, my own place in this soci-
ety. So I want to keep learning to 
listen, and as I do so, I will stay 

open to being changed.
3) Be it resolved that in 2020, I will 

strive to be an agent of reconcilia-
tion and compassion. In Nelson 
Mandela’s words, “No one is born 
hating another person because of 
the color of his skin, or his back-
ground, or his religion. People 
must learn to hate, and if they can 
learn to hate, they can be taught 
to love, for love comes more natu-
rally to the human heart than its 
opposite.” 

4) Be it resolved that in 2020 I will 
continue to articulate a vision of 
Christian faith which welcomes 
questions, which recognizes the 
mind as an instrument of God’s 
truth, which seeks to accept the 
reality that there is ‘Something 
More’ in our universe which is 
beyond the ability of our senses to 
touch or see or hold on to.
At the same time, 5) be it resolved 

that I will try to articulate this vision 
in a way which recognizes that I have 
much to learn, both from those who 
hold to a more traditional view of 
Christian faith, and from those who 
have given up on any notion that faith 
is a possibility in our world.

Let me wish you all a deeply joyful 
year in 2020. Let me wish for you a 
journey of growth and discovery, 
filled with mistakes and joy.

By Karen Archibald

Karen  Archibald is a member of the 
Spiritual Development Committee

Do you make a regular habit of 
walking by the river, skiing, singing 
in a choir or spending time with 
your family in a certain activity? 
Perhaps you check your inbox daily 
for that reflection or art that gives 
your day a focus or lift? What about 
journaling or reading daily scrip-
ture or a prayer and contemplation 
practice? Did you know that there is 
a name for ALL this? The church has 

named it ‘Rule Of Life’ which comes 
from the Latin regula for ‘model, pat-
tern, example’. I’m not talking about 
the ‘shoulds,’ either, as in I should go 
to the gym, read scripture, join the 
book study, etc., although there is an 
element of obedience, accountability 
and a little push into new growth. I’m 
talking about the things in which we 
find sustenance, freedom, energy and 
sacredness. The things that we do 
or desire to do on a regular basis in 
a Rule Of Life give us self-discovery, 
simplicity and beauty for our lives, 
even and especially when things get 
hard or we are in times of transition. 
A Rule of Life helps us open ourselves 
to better appreciate God in the world.

Some years ago now I had been a 
warden in my church. The circum-
stances were very difficult. As I came 
out of this time I was struggling with 
my own shortcomings and looking for 
ways to cope. A friend from another 
church in town gave me Joyce Rupp’s 
‘The Cup of Our Life’, a devotional 

book with a regular routine. It gave 
me just the structure I needed at this 
difficult time to hold on tighter to 
my faith and find a pattern of living 
that brought me closer to God. What 
started as a decision to read a book 
for a few weeks has become a pat-
tern of life. Now, years later, I strive 
to practice a daily walk, which gets 
my creative juices flowing, a time 
of prayer and stillness sitting on the 
same cushion with the same shawl (I 
know there is a body memory), and 
journaling when it feels needed. I 
take the time regularly because then 
I don’t think about doing it or not, it’s 
just part of the way it is. I have found 
this time with God gives me the resil-
ience and perspective I need to cope 
with what may come in the rest of the 
day. I am grounded in God even as life 
and my practice changes and evolves.

The thing is, I didn’t know this was 
a Rule Of Life until recently. These 
habits were brought into my life or-
ganically and unnamed. As part of the 

Spiritual Development Committee I 
have learned that a Rule of Life has a 
name. There are many approaches to 
it both formal and informal; and there 
are resources and guides in this area, 
and that it needs to be re-evaluated 
periodically. I have learned that a Rule 
of Life plan is a template for living our 
faith that should be like a safety net, 
sustainable, fluid and customizable 
for every stage of life we are in - from 
young adulthood and parenthood to 
the new routines of retirement. 

Perhaps you might be interested 
in learning more. Bishop Lynne and 
members of the Diocesan Spiritual 
Direction Committee are hosting an 
online quiet morning called: ‘An intro-
duction to Rule of Life’ on Saturday, 
March 7, 2020, 9-12am PDST. Further 
information is given in this issue of 
The HighWay. 

 
See P7 Try Something New.

❑

Holy Habits
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❑

Not long ago, I had a conversation 
about liturgy with a newcomer to 
one of our services. It wasn’t lengthy 
but it was intriguing. This person, 
who is relatively young, had been 
attending a non-denominational 
church. They expressed a desire to 
make more of a commitment to their 
religious life than they had thus far 
made, and went on to describe this 
desire in the context of the historical 
nature of the liturgy and its connec-
tion to the past. Not surprisingly, they 
also related their yearning for com-
mitment to the physical history of the 
cathedral itself.

The notion that a church with a 
liturgy bespeaks commitment was 

the intriguing part of the conver-
sation. Over the last few years, the 
cathedral has welcomed into worship 
a number of younger people who 
have come from one or another of the 
many non-denominational churches 
in the local area. The attraction to 
St. Michael’s tends to be the building 
and/or the music. My experience 
of these visits, however, is that they 
are generally fleeting and anything 
but long-lasting. Not to put too fine 
a point on it, about one service a 
quarter seems to provide these par-
ticular seekers with as much dignity 
and sanctity that they consider to be 
sufficient; there is no sense of their 
having any desire for a long-term 
relationship with this same dignity 
and sanctity. 

My more recent encounter with 
that youngish newcomer was, there-
fore, quite different than previous 
encounters. Quite frankly, the focus 
on the liturgy came as a pleasant sur-
prise; the link that was made between 
it and one’s religious commitment 
was gratifying. Such appreciation 
for Anglican worship is best savored 
when it is offered because, in my esti-
mation, it is not offered very often.

Years ago, I had someone seek me 
out for pastoral care, particularly re-
lated to their inability to be nourished 
by their church attendance. That 
person had grown up in the Anglican 

Church but had left some years before 
because they did not find the services 
uplifting. At that time in their life, 
they began attending a non-denomi-
national church where they received 
what they described as a boost on 
Sunday mornings, a boost that kept 
them successfully chugging along 
through the week. This went on for 
a number of years until one day the 
battery seemed to die at their regular 
Sunday worship, which left them run-
ning on empty in the following days. 

After several weeks of boost-free 
services, that person ended up on 
my doorstep, wondering why they 
were no longer being charged up by 
church. As we talked through the 
situation in which they found them-
selves, it became apparent that there 
was a lot of negative stuff happening 
in their life, negative stuff which 
was not particularly welcome in the 
church where they had been attend-
ing. Devoid of any sense of liturgy, the 
only thing on offer was the glory and 
the joy of the resurrection, not easily 
consumed by someone whose life at 
that particular moment in time felt 
far more like the crucifixion.

The thing that was most striking 
for me in those conversations was the 
realization that one service a liturgy 
does not make. To truly appreciate 
liturgical worship, it is necessary 
to make a continual and on-going 

commitment; the kind of battery 
boost that had been described to 
me is foreign to liturgical churches 
because the whole point of ritual is 
that it is intended to symbolize all 
the moments of our lives, not just the 
ones that tell us God loves us and all 
will be well. That person who came 
to speak to me needed worship that 
spoke to their pain; although not 
always the case, continual attendance 
in a liturgical church at least offers 
the possibility to do this, moving as it 
does through the whole of the incar-
nation, as Christians experience this 
in the life of Jesus. 

I don’t know if that most recent 
newcomer to the cathedral to whom 
I earlier referred will decide that St. 
Michael’s is the right place to provide 
them with the nourishment they need 
in their spiritual journey. However, 
what I think I do know is that they 
have a helpful appreciation for the 
intimate connection which exists 
between liturgy and commitment, 
and that this appreciation has offered 
me an additional lens through which 
to view the beauty and integrity that 
is central to Anglican worship. 

By Nissa Basbaum

Nissa Basbaum is the Dean of  
St Michael & All Angels Cathedral  
in Kelowna

No Quick Fix Here

Let’s try something new!  With the 
New Year, and beginning of the new 
decade, let’s try something differ-
ent.  Since we’re all so geographically 
spread out, we thought perhaps we 
can try connecting online for things 
like retreats or Quiet Days.  If you’ve 
never tried (or even heard of !) Zoom 
before; perhaps you can team up with 
someone who has.  Or send an email 
to admin@kootenay.info
to get instructions to try it for your-
self.  Be a pioneer!  Be part of the 
experiment!

Try  
Something  
New

mailto:admin@kootenay.info
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Niagara church builds rela-
tionship with Islamic group

A church in the diocese of Niagara 
is fostering interfaith dialogue with a 
local Islamic cultural centre.

The relationship between All 
Saints Anglican Church in Erin, Ont., 
and the Erin Islamic Cultural Centre 
began when the Rev. Joan Dunn met 
with people from the newly-opened 
centre in the summer to discuss what 
could be done to create education-
al opportunities between the two 
groups.

On September 29, All Saints held 
a service attended by two imams and 
30 Muslim worshippers. The service 
included an Anglican Eucharist and 
a combination Christian/Muslim 
prayer. Imam Moulana Norrudin 
answered questions about Islam from 
All Saints’ congregation.

Following the gathering, Muslim 
Sister Tricia sent a note to the church 
thanking the congregation for its 
“warmth, openness and kindness.”

“May the day’s efforts lead to 
greater and better things to come for 
our community and lead to an even 
greater understanding that we are all 
believers, though we may practice our 
faith in different ways,” she wrote.
—Niagara Anglican
 
New 300-seat church opens 
in the diocese of Moosonee

A new $2.5 million, 300-seat 
church—possibly the largest church 
building in the diocese of Moosonee, 
according to Assistant Bishop Tom 
Corston—opened its doors to the 
Cree Nation of Kashechewan Sept. 23. 
More than 120 community members 
gathered to celebrate the church’s 
grand opening.

For the past 10 to 15 years, the 
Anglican community in Kashechewan 
has met in a small space made of two 
general purpose sheds bolted end-
to-end, donated by the local band 
council. While well cared-for, the 
space was not ideal for worship, with 
huge pillars situated throughout and 
an uninsulated floor.

Previously, the church had met in 
a former armed forces base chapel 
that in the 1970s was moved in to 
replace an old frame church. Over 
time, however, spring flooding caused 
the church to become infested with 
toxic mold and the building had to be 
abandoned.

After many years of dreaming of 
a new church, funds from the Cree 
Nation of Kashechewan were made 
available to construct the new build-
ing.

Corston consecrated the new 
church, which sits on high ground 
across the road from the commu-
nity cemetery, and designated it as 
St. Paul’s Anglican Church. Parish 
deacon and Kashechewan Band Chief 
the Rev. Leo Friday has since been or-
dained to the priesthood and licensed 
as the church’s first incumbent.
—Northland

Nova Scotia church organ 
receives historic designation

The 157-year-old pipe organ at St. 
Mary’s Anglican Church in Auburn, 
N.S., has received designation as a 
significant historic instrument from 
the Royal Canadian College of Organ-
ists (RCCO).

The Class A historic designation 
was awarded to the St. Mary’s organ 
because of its age and largely un-
altered state. Built in 1862 by East 
Cambridge, Mass., based George 
Stephens & Co., the organ is likely a 
one-of-a-kind instrument, built by 
special order. It is “a very rare exam-
ple of its kind in Canada,” according 
to the RCCO.

The organ was purchased original-
ly by the church for 150 pounds Ster-
ling (about $450 at the time). It was 
pumped by hand until the early 1960s, 
when an electric motor was installed 
to operate the bellows.

According to the RCCO certifi-
cate, the organ “retains all its original 
pipework, original hand-blowing 
equipment and has not been altered 
in any way.”
—The Diocesan Times

First Messy Cathedral in 
Canada held in Montreal

Christ Church Cathedral, Montre-
al, was the site of the first Messy Ca-
thedral in Canada on Sunday, Nov. 2.

Based on Messy Church, an infor-
mal form of church for families that 
focuses on fun, the idea of a diocesan 
Messy Cathedral came from two di-
ocesan departments: MTL Youth and 
Congregational Development. Lee-
Ann Matthews, MTL Youth project 
coordinator, led a team to plan the 
event.

Families from across the diocese 
were invited to attend the bilingual 
Messy Cathedral on All Saints Day. 
Built around the theme All the People 
of God, the event saw the cathedral 
transformed.

One chapel was turned into a craft 
area. Another contained large blocks 
for a “build a cathedral” activity. In 
place of the lectern was a snack table. 
The font in the baptistery was filled 
with water, with rubber ducks float-
ing in containers everywhere. Ten 
bowling pins stood at the front of the 
nave in the centre aisle. The platform 
where the altar stands became an 
open space for storytelling.

During the Messy Cathedral, chil-
dren ran from one activity to another. 
A scavenger hunt led them to explore 
all parts of the cathedral. A craft 
session helped the children make 
crowns, to illustrate the idea that all 
are royalty in the kingdom of God. 
Participants played in the water in 
the baptistry and bowled in the nave.

Worship included singing, dancing 
and watching the Godly Play sto-
ry The Great Family. The event ended 
with a pizza lunch in the pews.
—Anglican Montreal
 
Black Anglicans establish 
new organization

A new group called Black Angli-
cans of Canada (Bl.A.C.) has been 
formed to support the vocational and 
spiritual needs of Black Anglicans, 
following two years of prayerful con-
templation and discussion.

Bl.A.C. seeks to improve under-

standing of historical and current is-
sues faced by Black Anglicans and act 
as a network to respond effectively to 
the community’s needs and concerns. 
It will encourage churches to develop 
and practice Afro-Anglican liturgy, 
music, drama and art, both inside and 
outside of worship services. Bl.A.C. 
also plans to organize annual confer-
ences and to support members who 
feel called to ordained ministry.

Black Anglicans have engaged in 
much discussion over the years about 
their participation in the life of the 
church. In 1992, Romney Moseley’s 
report No Longer Strangers strong-
ly recommended that the Anglican 
Church of Canada “actively promote 
an identity which is culturally diverse 
and inclusive” at all levels, particular-
ly with regard to worship and leader-
ship.

Moseley’s report served as the 
foundation for the church’s multi-
cultural policy, and in 1994 led to a 
Toronto diocesan multicultural initia-
tive also called “No Longer Strangers.” 
In 1995 the Black Anglicans Coordi-
nating Committee was established to 
advocate on behalf of the black com-
munity and to encourage and support 
black clergy. Their work included 
encouraging the church’s annual cel-
ebration in February of Black History 
Month.

In spring 2019, Bishop Andrew As-
bil met with Bl.A.C. to listen to their 
concerns. He expressed his support 
and offered to meet with the group in 
the future.
—The Anglican

Around the Dioceses
News articles from Canadian Diocesan Newspapers 

PASS The HighWay 
HELP US SPREAD THE GOOD NEWS

• doctors’ offices
• seniors’ centres 
• libraries 
• hospitals 
• book swap boxes

When you’ve finished with your copy of 
The HighWay, leave it in public 
places where others can enjoy it.


	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack

