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 Praying through change

Some years ago, I made a commit-
ment to yearly spend time alone 
with God in the great outdoors. 
My time with the British military, 
and in a very strict school, gave me a 
fondness for walking long distances, 
carrying weight, away from human 
interactions. The rhythm of cover-
ing mile after mile in the bleak and 
beautiful wilderness of Britain had 
often opened my heart and soul to 
deeper conversations with God. So, 
whenever it was needed, whenever 
significant changes were coming in 
my life I would take a retreat and walk 
from dawn to dusk, resting when the 
light ended and rising when the light 
returned. No surprise therefore that 
this is what I chose to do when wres-
tling with the huge decision to leave 
my ministry in the Church of England 
behind and to pursue a new life for 
me and my family in the Diocese of 
Kootenay.

Unlike other retreats I journeyed 
with my friend and spiritual director, 
Dick Bradshaw. Together we had 
covered many miles of the North 
York moors; a lonely place filled with 
the memories of the people who had 
scratched out a life in the inhospi-
table and unpredictable moorland 
of Northern England. We were no 
strangers to this place. Together we 
had ‘dirged’ the Lyke Wake Walk, a 
journey of 40 miles to be completed 
in under 24 hours (assuming you 
don’t attempt it in the winter with a 
stop off at the remote Lion Inn pub). 
The moors hold burial mounds of the 

old people whose lives and beliefs 
have long since been forgotten. There 
is a preaching cross on the moors a 
thousand years old and around it… 
nothing but heather and grouse. 
These lands are the lands of saints 
and of memories. This time we would 
journey a different route, the Cleve-
land Way, yet still crossing the same 
barren landscape and we would talk, 
pray and decide. 

God remained silent through the 
howling wind of that journey. The 
sun shining down carried with it 
no bright robed messenger to point 
the way, and the only burning bush 
was from a farmer burning back the 
heather to get ready for next season’s 
grouse shoot. The scriptures some-
times suggest God to be quite direct 
with his plans, ‘Now the LORD said 

By Leon Rogers

The Rev.  Leon Rogers  walking the moorland of Northern England... the lands of saints and ancient memories...

to Abram, “Go from your country and 
your kindred and your father’s house 
to the land that I will show you”’. 
Sometimes I think Abraham had it 
easy. I asked God, “can I leave behind 
my history, the land of my ancestors 
and journey so far?” Then, finally as I 
sat down, with Dick praying for me at 
our journey’s end, and looked across 
Killdale (the journey was never about 
reaching the destination) the answer 
came, “Leon, journeying is what you 
do.”

I would like to say that things be-
came easier after that but like Mary’s 
answer of “Let it be,” saying yes is the 
beginning of the journey and very far 
from the end.  

I write this because I wonder what 
questions our next Bishop will be ask-
ing of God? Whoever that person is, 

they will be leaving behind a ministry 
that has been life-giving and blessed. 
All to start something new. Newness 
is a concept that sometimes we Angli-
cans struggle with. It is very close to 
that difficult word ‘change’. The truth 
is that our next Bishop will most cer-
tainly be different to our much-loved 
previous Bishop. They will be a dif-
ferent person, with different gifts and 
possibly a different focus. We so often 
see our Bishops as something ‘otherly’ 
and at times that can be unhelpful. 
Our Bishops are human and must 
engage with the difficult decisions of 
discerning God’s call, the same as the 
rest of us. 

Continued on P4. — Praying
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The times they are a-changin’

The pre-Socratic Greek philoso-
pher Heraclitus observed that the 
only constant in life is change. The 
election of our next bishop is sure to 
bring about change as together we 
journey with God in the diocese of 
Kootenay.

Final preparations are in place 
for the electoral synod where synod 
delegates will discern and select the 
next bishop of Kootenay.  The synod 
will gather January 19th at St. Michael 
and All Angels Cathedral, Kelowna. 

In the midst of the flurry of activity 
leading up to the synod, the Epis-
copal Election Committee (EEC) 
has continued to work to ensure 
each candidate meet the canonical 
requirements of both the diocese 
of Kootenay and The Ecclesiastical 
Province of BC and Yukon.  The can-
ons are the governance documents 
which describe what must be done to 
conduct a valid Episcopal election.

Along with the busyness of prepar-
ing for the election of our bishop, the 
ministry, worship and the life of the 

church continues.  During this inter-
im period, oversight and leadership 
have been provided by the Dean of 
Kootenay, Nissa Basbaum, Incumbent 
of St. Michael and All Angels Cathe-
dral, and by Executive Archdeacon, 
The Venerable Trevor Freeman and 
others.  Preparing for the electoral 
synod has resulted in much extra 
work for not only the EEC, whose 
members come from all across the 
Diocese, but for Diocesan Council 
and synod office staff.  Many in the 
Diocese may be unaware of the extent 
of this extra work that has gone on in 
the background – it is much appreci-
ated – thank you! 

As a Diocese, we have been fo-
cusing on prayer and discernment 
for the Episcopal election. Part of 
that discernment has been a time of 
reflecting on who we are as the Angli-
can expression of the church in this 
beautiful Diocese of Kootenay.  We 

have created a Diocesan profile – we 
have taken a metaphorical snap-shot 
of ourselves in the context of God’s 
mission and all that the Holy One is 
calling us to be and do in this place.  
We have also looked to the future 
and the possibilities we envision 
for ministry in Kootenay.  All of this 
has helped to inform our collective 
discernment efforts as we prepare to 
elect a bishop.

As God leads us in choosing a 
bishop, we will need to continue to 
discern the way forward together.  
There will no doubt be some changes 
– as Heraclitus said, “You cannot step 
into the same river twice, for other waters 
are continually flowing on.”  Everything 
is constantly changing.  This idea, 
that the waters and life within a river 
are always changing, even if the river 
looks the same, can be applied to our 
faith journey, to the church and to life 
in general.  People never remain the 

❑

EEC Update  
“You cannot step into the same river twice, for other waters are 
continually flowing on.” Heraclitus, Greek Philosopher

The Rev Deacon Richard Simpson is a 
member of the Episcopal Electoral 
Committee

same.  As individuals we are changed 
in some way through our day-to-day 
experiences, and the same is true 
with the church and society.  Like-
wise, the same is true for God’s mis-
sion and for us in Kootenay – we will 
continue to be the church, but per-
haps in creative, innovative, different 
(perhaps unfamiliar?) and new ways.  
Some things will remain unchanged; 
some things will end, and some new 
things will begin as we continue to 
discern God’s will and direction in 
proclaiming the good news of Christ.  
As we step forward into this change, 
let us trust God to lead us in this new 
beginning.

Please take the time to continue 
to pray for candidates and synod 
delegates.  If you are able, please par-
ticipate in the Diocesan Day of Prayer 
and Fasting on January 12, 2019.

Candidates for Bishop of Kootenay

The Ven. Dr. David J.  
Anderson

The Rev. Canon David  
Harrison

The Rev. Dr. Lynne  
McNaughton

The Ven. Dr. Christopher A. 
Pappas
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Editorial

By John Lavender

In this edition of The HighWay, we 
are celebrating the New Year and 
the season of Epiphany: Bells peal 
for peace, and the “times they are 
a-changin’.“ 

The front page article ‘Praying 
through changes’, was chosen be-
cause it reflects the season we are en-
tering and what we have been doing 
as a diocese with respect to seeking 

a new Bishop. In his article, Leon Rog-
ers writes about walking the moors of 
Northern England. 

The EEC Update also follows 
the theme  of changes with a quote 
from Bob Dylan. This quote in itself 
indicates change, and represents the 
coming of age of a new generation 
of leaders. By the end of this month 
we will see the result of six months 
of prayer and fasting bringing a new 
generation of leader in the form of a 
new bishop. That will be an EEC Up-
date I look forward to reading.

The bells of peace photographs 
submitted by St Mark’s, Kaslo, and St 
Mary’s, Sorrento, celebrate the 100th 
anniversary of the signing of the ar-
mistice that brought the First World 
War to an end.  

“An invitation to pray” is a project 
sponsored by St Mary’s, East Kelow-
na, that is not only an invitation to 
receive prayer requests from the com-
munity but a reminder to everyone to 
pray for each other. Actually, recent 
statistics show that 50% of Canadians 
are associated with a faith of some 
sort that prays. 

All Saints, Kimberly, submitted 
two articles about projects they are 
supporting. Parishioners and parish 
friends have been donating to “Buy 
the Farm” to help others beyond 
their community and to promote the 
concept of ‘Alternate Gift Giving.’  All 
Saints has also supported ‘Walk a 
mile in someone’s shoes.’

The story of  St Mark’s, Nakusp was 
submitted by Doug and Heather Pe-

ters, as part of the process of closing 
their doors and deconsecration. They 
will, however, have services Christ-
mas and Easter. 

Randall Fairey’s column ‘CoGS 
Wheels’ reports on laying the ground-
work in anticipation of General Synod 
in Vancouver this year. Randall also 
writes about the perceived changing 
demographics of the Church in terms 
of age and target audiences, and the 
ongoing use of our print media. 

Nissa Basbaum’s article ‘Out of 
the ashes...’ continues the theme of 
‘changes’  as she writes about how 
something that was charred and 
blackened with soot could be trans-
formed into something colourful 
through ingenuity and creativity. 

Finally, Yme Woensdregt, like Wil-
liam Blake, sees angels everywhere; 
even on the streets where we live.
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An invitation to pray
By Donald MacDonald

St Mary’s Anglican Church in East 
Kelowna BC has followed the lead of 
All Saints Anglican Church in Bed-
ford, Nova Scotia by inviting people 
outside to come inside with a prayer 
request.  Let me explain.

I read in the Anglican Journal on-
line some time ago that All Saints An-
glican Church in Bedford, Nova Scotia 
had placed a box outside their church 
on the busy street upon which it is lo-
cated.  It was a locked box much like 
a postal box, made of sturdy material 
upon which was printed a message to 
the passers by.  To quote their expla-
nation “the box is built into a wooden 
stand that provides a writing surface 
and contains a separate waterproof 
box housing paper and pencils”.  On 
the front of the Prayer Box is written 
“PRAYER REQUESTS” and “Privacy 
Assured”.  When I read the article 
about the box I was struck by the 
simplicity of its purpose. It offers an 
invitation to people in the general 
public to reach out to God when they 
are suffering a moment of despera-
tion or feel the need to give thanks for 
something God had provided.  

Being a member of our Church 
Board I presented the idea to St. 
Mary’s parish council. We considered 
our location as being very similar in 
nature because our church is on a 
street right next to a set of Canada 
Post Mail Boxes.  Immediately to our 
south is the East Kelowna Communi-
ty Hall where there are many activ-
ities such as Arts and Crafts, Volley 
Ball, Cadets, and more. Across the 

street is a large sports field and park-
ing for a goodly number of cars. 

The idea of inviting anyone in the 
world to ask St Mary’s congregation 
to pray for them was appealing. We 
felt it would appeal to anyone who 
needed the comfort of asking God for 
help, and strengthen their hope when 
faced with a desperate situation.  It 
provides a silent reminder of God.  
Parish Council moved to proceed 
with the project and assigned a bud-
get of $250.00.

Wood to build the stand, a locking 

strong box, and a small waterproof 
container for pencils and paper was 
purchased. It was assembled and 
then attached to our Lych Gate in 
plain view of all the traffic at hand. 
We placed the instructions for use on 
the front of the box with the following 
message along with PRAYER RE-
QUESTS and PRIVACY ASSURED:

n   When we gather together Sunday 
mornings we always pray for the 
needs of the world.  We would 
love to be able to pray for your 

need too. 
n   Write your prayer or thanksgiving 

for God’s Blessing received.  
Include your first name if you 
wish.  If the prayer is for someone 
else you are invited to include 
their name as well.  When we ask 
God to hear our prayers yours will 
be included.

n   We will lift your prayer to God as 
we offer ours together.

God Bless you. St Mary’s Clergy and 
People.

Our Prayer Request Box has now 
been up for almost two months and 
we are pleased to say we have had 
several prayer requests deposited in 
the box.  Each Sunday the person do-
ing the Prayers of the People collects 
any requests deposited in the box and 
includes them in the prayers.  The 
requests are read that Sunday and for 
two following Sundays.  Then they 
are either shredded or burned.  The 
prayers are reviewed before reading 
to provide clarity of meaning within 
the prayer should it be necessary. 
We’re hopeful that this will help us 
build relationships in our neighour-
hood. We don’t measure the success 
or failure of the Prayer Request box by 
the number of requests made. For all 
we know if someone looks at the box 
it might encourage them in ways we 
are not aware to make that connec-
tion to God without any intervention 
on our part.  It is a silent reminder to 
those who often utter “Oh My God” 
(OMG) without realizing he hears 
them.

Lych Gate St Mary’s East Kelowna Prayer Box 

Continued from P1. —  

Praying through changes
There are huge challenges facing 

Anglican churches in our beautiful 
part of the world. We face times of 
change and the very place of church 
in society is now a thousand miles 
distant from what it once was. Yet, 
some of the most creative and in-
credible moments in the Christian 
history of English-speaking people 
have come about through embracing 
change. About five years ago, in a 
different land entirely I was privileged 
to view the Lindisfarne Gospels. The 
artwork is nothing short of heavenly 
and one of the most amazing mes-
sages to come from the Lindisfarne 
Gospels is that they are a celebration 
of difference and diversity. The Gos-
pels celebrate Cuthbert who was both 
Insular and Roman. Cuthbert the 
wanderer, preacher to the puffins and 
Bishop of Lindisfarne was born on the 

island of Briton, he was raised in the 
faith by Irish monks and by his death 
he adopted prayer in the Roman style 
to be his own. He is an example of 
faith above self. The pectoral cross of 
the Bishop of Kootenay is a copy of St 
Cuthbert’s cross. 

Perhaps you do not wish to follow 
Cuthbert’s example and pray standing 
in ice cold water, or upon a tiny island 
cut-off from the world, but I do invite 
you to pray. Pray for our next Bishop 
and for all candidates who applied, 
pray for the Diocese as it enters into a 
new season and pray for one another. 
Wherefore it is my prayer for you, that 
Almighty God may deign to guard 
your holiness in peace and safety. 

Amen. 

❑

All Saints, Kimberley 
“Buys the Farm” to  
support those in need

Throughout November All Saints, 
Kimberley parishioners and parish 
friends have been donating to “Buy 
the Farm” to help others beyond 
our community and to promote the 
concept of Alternate Gift Giving. 
This particular PWRDF project part-
ners with the program, “All Mothers 
and Children Count” in Mozambique, 
Uganda, Burundi and Tanzania. The 
goal was to raise $470 to ‘buy the 
farm’: 1 cow, 1 goat, 2 pigs, 5 sheep, 40 
chickens, 20 guinea fowl, a 20 kg bag 
of seeds and farming tools.  

All Saints has a second farm in 
sight and confident we’ll make our 
goal by December 16 which is our end 
date.  

The livestock / farm project helps 
provide a regular source of protein 
through milk, eggs and meat. Any 
surplus will allow a family to earn a 
living from surplus food to pay for 
things such as mandatory school 
uniforms and tuition.  A surplus can 
be re-invested into more animals or 
other income possibilities. Women 
also have the chance to take part in 
workshops related to the farming. 
There is a social bonus of improved 
gender equality in the home.  

By Katherine Hough

A ‘mock-up’ farm sits at the front of All Saints. 
Parish children add farm animals and imple-
ments as we ‘buy the farm.’

❑
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The story of St Mark’s
Nakusp

❑

❑

By Doug and Heather Peters

In the beginning …

In 1893, Nakusp’s first School House 
opened it’s doors. In the late 1890s, 
the school house was taken over by 
the Anglican Church.

On Sunday, October  6. 1896, Rev. 
Mr. Yates held the first service in 
the new Anglican Church.  And so it 
stood until the Great Flood.

Now, we must take a side step to 
another Church in order to continue. 
There was another community that 
existed on the Upper Arrow Lakes, 
about 20 kms below Nakusp. Its name 
was ‘E. Arrow Park’.

An Anglican Church was built 
there in 1911 and dedicated to St. 
John the Divine in 1912.  The first Vic-
ar was  Rev. H. Phillmore who came 
from England.  And there it stood for 
56 years.

The building of the dams …

Building dams means raising 
water levels in Reservoirs. Raising 
reservoir level meant raising the wa-
ter level of the lake. Raising the water 
level of the lake meant that farmland 
and communities would necessarily 
be put under water.

And the ‘High Arrow Dam’ would 
be the Culprit; and that meant that St 
John’s Anglican Church would be one 
of the victims. BC Hydro purchased 
the church from the diocese of Koo-
tenay.

By now, St Marks Anglican Church 
was suffering from a chronic illness 
known as … Old Age.

She was approaching 75 years.and 
repairs seemed out of the question.

At the St Marks Anglican Parish 
meeting on February 9,1967, it was 
decided that the church St John’s, at 
‘E. Arrow Park’ was worth buying and 
moving to Nakusp.

The church was subsequently 
purchased from BC Hydro for $1. The 

plan was to float it down from ‘E. 
Arrow Park’ on a barge; and truck it 
up from the lake to a pre-determined 
lot on 4th Street. The Barge Trip was 
close to 20 kms.

The “Leland Hotel” beer parlor 
was within sight of the landing of 
the church.  As the story goes... one 
of its well oiled patrons got sight of 
the church being floated up the river.  
They say he gave up drinking after 
that.

With the steeple taken down, 
the church was trucked to its newly 
prepared home. The estimated cost 
of moving and pouring the basement 
and so forth was estimated at close to 
$10,000.  (Try that price today )

In the traditional manner, the orig-
inal St. Mark’s church on Broadway 
was de-commissioned and ceremoni-
ously ‘put to the torch’

The first service was held Decem-
ber 31,1967. The re-dedication of the 
Church was held on January 4, 1968.
In the beginning, the congregational 
attendance was quite substantial.

Unfortunately, time has taken it’s 
toll on St Mark’s. Our numbers have 
fallen to the point that we are unable 
to sustain ourselves. The upside is 
that we will have Christmas and Eas-
ter to close with. 

St Mark’s Nakusp St Mark’s arriving by barge on the Arrow Lakes to be transported by truck to it’s present site on 4th Street

Seventeen-year-old Molly Miller, 
member of All Saints, Kimberley, 
recipient of the Governor Gen-
eral’s award for Volunteerism, 
cross-country ski medalist and high 
school student, started ‘Walk a Mile 
in Someone’s Shoes’ in Kimberley 
in 2016. It is dedicated to outfitting 
children in need of footwear – both 
locally and overseas. What started as 
an initiative to raise funds and aware-
ness for people who do not have ac-
cess to proper footwear, has evolved 
into much more. Molly partnered 
with local business owner, Celeste 
Needham, to organize a walkathon, 
which was held on June 18, 2016. This 
event raised an incredible $7000, and 
the funds were used to ship footwear 
to Haiti and India, and to provide 
shoes to school-aged children in need 
in all of Kimberley’s SD #6 schools; 
and in cases of extremely high need, 
their families as well. 

A second shoe drive was carried 
out this past summer in Kimberley 
and Rossland and shoes were sent 
to ‘Haiti Arise’ which sends local 
volunteers to Haiti each year in 
order to provide medical services to 
those in need.  All Saints plus two 
other Kimberley businesses again 
collected shoes for this drive. Then 
All Saints Anglican Church-Mission 
and Outreach partnered with Molly 
to ship the shoes.  The $150 donation 
was used to ship the shoes with the 
medical team to ‘Haiti Arise’. The 
team is currently in Haiti and will be 
outfitting patients in need with the 
donated shoes. The shoe project has 
received community wide support 
and Molly is very appreciative of 
being surrounded by like minded peo-
ple who have a desire to improve the 
quality of life of those in need.  

By Katherine Hough

Walk a mile in someone’s shoes  

Louise Hockley, Treasurer of M&O hands Molly a $150 cheque for shiping shoes to Haiti.
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CoGS WHEELS  

By Randall Fairey

Randall Fairey is a Provincial Delegate to the 
Council of General Synod (CoGS) 

Anticipating General Synod in 
Vancouver 2019

❑

Ringing bells of peaceSubmitted by the St Mark’s, 
Kaslo and St Mary’s, Sorrento 

In late November the Council held 
its penultimate meeting of this tri-
ennium. It was a particularly important 
meeting because the groundwork had to 
be laid for the final meeting coming in 
March anticipating the General Synod in 
Vancouver 2019. All General Synods are 
important of course, but the anticipation 
around this coming General Synod is 
especially intense.

There were some very important 
issues brought to the November meeting.  
Naturally there was significant discussion 
about the Amendment to the Marriage 
Canon (Canon XXI) which has consumed 
a portion of the CoGS agenda at each 
meeting in the triennium. At this past 
meeting, dioceses and ecclesiastical prov-
inces formally replied to the request from 
the Primate and the Prolocutor as to the 
measures in their jurisdictions taken in 
what Section [11C(i)] of the Declaration 
of Principles of the Anglican Church 
of Canada calls “due consideration.” 
What is due consideration and how was 
it worked out locally and regionally? 
Council received a variety of statements; 
however, it was notable that that no one 

proposed a specific Resolution (that may 
yet come) requesting an Amendment to 
the Amendment that has been published 
in Appendix L of the Handbook of the 
General Synod. Perhaps this will be left 
to the March meeting; however, notwith-
standing a number of both liberal and 
conservative statements, no indication 
of future wording was presented.  The 
Working Group on the Marriage Canon 
has worked diligently to move the matter 
forward and there were several table 
discussions. What did emerge however 
is that notwithstanding the outcome of 
the decision on Second Reading, there 
is a strong and unanimous desire in 
the Canadian Church to move forward 
together; to find a way we can be togeth-
er as members of God’s church even for 
positions which may be in disagreement. 
No one expressed a threat or action to 
leave the Anglican Church of Canada. By 
March it is hoped that the language will 
be found for resolutions to move to Sec-
ond Reading or move Amendments to the 
current wording, which will allow a final 
acceptable decision.

Of particular note to the readers from 
Kootenay is the submission from the 
Ecclesiastical Province of BC & Yukon.  
Unlike other ecclesiastical provinces, the 
response was a one-page letter which 
was submitted by Archbishop Skelton 
based on the discussions at the Provincial 
Synod in September.  Simply stated there 
was an expression of weariness with the 
subject across the dioceses and a need to 
move on recognizing that some dioceses 
do not support same sex marriage where-
as others do. There was an expression 
that mirrors the sentiment of ‘walking 
together no matter what’, which is heard 

currently across the National Church.
Several important Reports were tabled 

at this meeting and each was compre-
hensive, well researched, and significant 
to the life and Mission of the ACC. These 
are too detailed for adequate comment in 
this column and deserve in-depth careful 
reading. They may be found through the 
national website of the Anglican Church 
of Canada. The first, from the Responsible 
Investing Task Force, was a professionally 
presented Report entitled “A Guide to Re-
sponsible Investing and Church Funds.”  
It challenges those entrusted with church 
funds at all levels to be good investment 
stewards and reflect the mission, vision, 
and values of Anglican Christians in Can-
ada.  Another Report from Ms. Meghan 
Kilty,  Staff Director of Communications 
and Information Resources, presented a 
high-level strategic plan for the ACC on 
“Growing a National Communications 
Strategy.”  This academic treatise present-
ed a comprehensive plan for the ACC of 
the 21st Century taking into account the 
new social media, changing demograph-
ics of the Church in terms of age and 
target audiences, and the ongoing use 
of our print media. This Report fit well 
with the major report from the Anglican 
Journal Committee and Communications 
and Information Resources Joint Work-
ing Group. Much agenda time was spent 
on this report which, although termed 
a “final” report, invited comment and 
further input to the Chair, Mr. Ian Alexan-
der of Victoria. Several resolutions were 
presented and accepted by consensus. 
Whilst there is great love for the Anglican 
Journal and the Diocesan Newspapers 
there is a recommended move towards a 
gradual phasing out of print media and 

examining new ways to distribute our 
newspapers.  The costs of postage alone, 
and the errors in the parish lists used for 
free distribution, have made this inevita-
ble. There was also much discussion on 
the need for there to be a publisher of the 
Anglican Journal (which currently there 
is not ) and a position on whether or not 
editorial independence is desirable or 
achievable. There is considerable varia-
tion in the production and distribution of 
Diocesan newspapers and I am delighted 
to report that “The Highway” remains ex-
emplary in both its content and viability. 

The National Indigenous Ministry and 
Reports from the Anglican Council of 
Indigenous Peoples (ACIP) on the August 
Sacred Circle, the Marriage Canon, ACIP 
itself, the promise of amendments to 
Canon XII coming in March and a host of 
Indigenous issues were discussed. Most 
significant was the initiation of a Jubilee 
Commission which will make recommen-
dations how a Self-Determining/Self-Sup-
porting Indigenous Church can be funded 
with the elimination of the injustices of 
non-stipendiary Indigenous clergy being 
a key aspiration.

The Financial Management Commit-
tee presented a balanced budget which 
was approved by CoGS; however, the 
predictions of major deficits after 2020 
were real and worrisome. The General 
Synod Agenda and Planning Committee 
updated CoGS on the progress for Van-
couver 2019  with the expectation of an 
expensive, but highly signficant meeting 
including a Primatial Election.  The Cana-
dian relationship with Christians in the 
Holy Land and the importance of Jerusa-
lem Sunday was presented in a detailed 
Companions of Jerusalem presentation.

As usual there is insufficient space 
to detail the rich material from this past 
CoGS meeting but detailed summaries 
are on the ACC website, and I urge you to 
search for these under “CoGS Highlights” 
or the subjects and reports themselves, 
where a much fuller discussion is pre-
sented.

Janice Cambruzzi,  the Rector`s Warden,rings the bell at St Mary’s 
Anglican/United Church in Sorrento. The bell was rung one hundred 
times at sunset on November 11, in recognition of the 100th anniversary
of the signing of the armistice that brought The First World War to an 
end. Photograph by Verna Nitsche.

People from the village of Kaslo joined some parishioners at St Mark’s to toll our bell for peace 100 times on November 11.  The 
St. Andrew’s United Church bell was also rung at the same time.  Both church bells began to be tolled at 4:30 simultaneously, for 
15 minutes. Let there be peace on earth! Photographs by Karen Pidcock
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By Yme Woensdregt

Seeing angels

The Rev Dr Yme Woensdregt is the 
Dean of East Kootenay and Incumbent 
for Christ Church, Cranbrook.

❑

Have you seen any angels lately?
We saw them in the celebration of 

Christmas just past. They’re all around us 
… in manger scenes, on Christmas cards, 
in school plays, in the carols we love to 
sing, and on the stamps we put on our 
envelopes.

But Christmas is done now. So why 
am I asking? Well, angels aren’t just for 
Christmas. Let me take it a step further.

Angels are pictured in a number of 
different ways, but we tend to use two 
primary images.

The first is the cute, chubby little cher-
ub, often with the features of a very young 
child. They sprout little wings, and they 
have cheeks that you’d just love to reach 
out and pinch softly. Their innocent, 

wide–open eyes are usually lifted up, as if 
to look into the heavens, where they see 
something we ordinary mortals can’t.

The second is an image of a young 
man or woman, usually blonde, with large 
white wings sprouting from their backs. 
They are creatures of light, surrounded by 
white–golden halos, and bathed in light 
with a look of unutterable peace on their 
faces.

As I said earlier, angels show up all 
over the place in the biblical Christmas 
stories. Matthew has an angel appearing 
to Joseph. In Luke, the angel visits Mary; 
later, there’s a whole sky full, a choir of 
angels announcing the good news of the 
birth to a group of shepherds.

In all of these stories, and others like 
it, angels are heralds. The word “angel” sim-
ply means messenger. Usually they bring 
a message from God, and thus are often 

portrayed as supernatural beings. They 
show up in many of the world’s major reli-
gions. I guess that makes them ecumeni-
cal and interfaith creatures.

Stories of angels are prominent in 
Judaism, in Buddhism and Hinduism, 
in Zoroastrianism and Mormonism, in 
Islam and various mystical faiths. Angels 
announce the intrusion of the divine into 
earthly life. They proclaim God’s inten-
tions to human beings.

In all the various scriptures, angels 
come to say, “Hey! Pay attention! God is 
doing something here!”

Which brings me back to my origi-
nal question: Have you seen any angels 
lately?

I have. Angels have appeared to me 
from time to time, and every time, it 
was completely unexpected. Now I don’t 
mean I’ve seen supernatural beings float-

ing around in the sky bearing banners 
that read “Gloria” and singing “Hark.”

No, my messengers are family and 
friends. They come as nudges in my soul. 
They show up as the homeless needing 
shelter and food. They appear as peo-
ple who cry out for peace and justice in 
the world. For me, the greatest angels I 
experience are the human beings who 
populate my everyday world, those who 
bear the message of Immanuel, “God with 
us,” in all that we do.

I’m learning to pay attention to those 
messengers, because they often come 
with a word I need to hear and act on.

It’s easy to ignore them. We get so 
busy, so swamped with other stuff.

But I’m learning to pay attention to 
the angels in my life. I’m learning to hear 
and see and sense God’s love for me. I’m 
learning that I need messengers who pull 
me back to God. I need angels to come in 
the darkness of the world and point me 
to the light of God. I need to be reminded 
that God’s light often comes in the most 
surprising and unexpected ways.

Epiphany, which we celebrate on Jan-
uary 6, means “revealing” or “manifesta-
tion”. Angels reveal something about the 
meaning of our lives. We use that word 
in the same way, when we have a sudden 
epiphany.

So let me ask you again. Have you 
seen any angels in your life?

❑

The Street Angels Project has grown from a desire on the part of Hope for Belper, Derbyshire UK and the 
local Christian community to show care and support to people in our town. 

We’re a candle family. Indeed, not 
just candles but oil lamps, too. I 
remember how much trouble this caused 
in my previous congregation when the 
incumbent’s warden was a firefighter. 
One year, when he and his wife came to 
our Parish Council Christmas party, she 
remarked quite assertively and rather 
positively about the candlelight around 
the house… He, not so much, clearly 
regarding the warm glow as a major fire 
hazard. 

While we are careful about how we 
use the candles and the oil lamps, we 
simply refuse to give them up in favour of 
the modern safety ones now available on 
the market. We have never had a problem 
being old-fashioned about this, at least 

not until the beginning of the past year 
when a bit of soot got the better of us.

One of our oil lamps is a coloured 
glass ball that hangs from the ceiling. 
When the flame inside of this is lit, the 
stained glass is nothing less than exqui-
site; the colours appear to dance with 
the movement of the fire. Unfortunately, 
on the particular occasion to which I 
refer, the flame was higher than it should 
have been, with the result that it start-
ed to smoke, ultimately leaving several 
significant soot marks on the ceiling. My 
husband, Robin, who is both the oil lamp 
aficionado and absolutely meticulous 
about preparing the flame in any lamp 
before it is lit, was mortified by his mis-
take and equally mortified by the mess 
that was now on the ceiling. 

Generally speaking, before taking 
action in this kind of situation ( for that 
matter, in any kind of situation), Robin 
is incredibly careful about researching 
how to fix most problems. Not so this 
time, however; the embarrassment of his 
predicament apparently caused him to 
throw caution to the wind or, in this case, 
a wet cloth to the ceiling… apparently not 
the ideal solution for our predicament. 
The cloth did nothing but spread the 
marks beyond where they already were 
and make them permanent. If our house 
had the post-Christmas blues before 
this happened, those blues were now 

even more pronounced. Faced with what 
seemed to be the only possible solution to 
the problem — that is, painting the whole 
ceiling — a dark cloud of smoke fell upon 
us… so to speak.

As with most things like this, within 
a few days we had stopped looking up 
at the ceiling whenever we went into 
the living room. Truth be told, I very 
quickly learned that no one ever looks 
up when entering a room so it is rather 
easy to forget what is actually up there. 
Nonetheless, there was the issue of the 
lovely oil lamp which would now become 
unusable if the soot remained where it 
was. One evening, as I pondered this and 
also considered what our options might 
be, I turned to our daughter Rebekah and 
said, “You could paint something over 
the soot marks.” Initially, she looked at 
me as if I had two heads, suggesting that 
an off-centre picture on the ceiling would 
look ridiculous. It didn’t take long, how-
ever, before she reconsidered the possi-
bility. “What about a mandala?” she said 
to me. “The colours in it would reflect 
the colours in the oil lamp.” I was game 
for it. Way more interesting than a plain 
white ceiling, not to mention the added 
spiritual dimension. 

Rebekah spent a full week last sum-
mer standing on a ladder, paintbrush and 
pallet in hand, and head cocked toward 
the ceiling. The result of her efforts —

aside from an extremely stiff neck -- is 
an exquisitely beautiful and colourful 
“feature” in our living room, which has 
successfully covered over the menacing 
soot beneath it. Unless you were to read 
this article, you would not only not know 
what lies beneath the painting, but you 
would also think it was an intentional 
creation. 

One of my guiding principles has 
always been that decisions are neither 
right nor wrong. Rather, what we do with 
the decisions we make, whether or not 
things turn out as we hope they might, 
will shape the road forward. This is, after 
all, the consistent message that is offered 
to us in the biblical story. 

I don’t think it be would an exagger-
ation to suggest that creating human 
beings turned out to be a rather risky 
decision for God to make, a decision that 
has likely been questioned many times 
over. Yet from the beginning of time, that 
original choice to create, even as it has 
required much reworking and fine tuning 
in order to overcome the ugliness that 
human fallibility has often generated, 
God’s love for us has remained endless 
and unconditional. Thank God, then, 
that we are always provided with a blank 
canvas, readily available for us to paint 
over every bit of soot which we have been 
known to produce. 

By Nissa Basbaum

Nissa Basbaum is the Dean of  
St Michael & All Angels Cathedral  
in Kelowna

Out of the ashes...
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Curry and Makgoba honour 
retiring Archbishop Johnson 
at dinner

Friends and colleagues paid trib-
ute to retiring Archbishop Colin John-
son, bishop of the diocese of Toronto, 
at the 57th annual Bishop’s Company 
Dinner in Toronto Oct. 19, 2018, 
including two well-known leaders in 
the Anglican Communion who made 
surprise video appearances.

Bishop Michael Curry, presiding 
bishop of The Episcopal Church 
(United States) and Archbishop 
Thabo Makgoba, archbishop of Cape 
Towne and primate of the Anglican 
Church of Southern Africa, each 
appeared in short videos to thank 
Johnson for his ministry and wish 
him well in his retirement.

In his video, Curry said it had 
been a privilege to work with Johnson 
over the years and to learn from him. 
“You’ve been a voice for those who 
often do not have a voice. You’ve been 
a voice of reconciliation, bringing to-
gether people of different persuasions 
and perspectives, bringing us togeth-
er as a people of God,” he said.

Makgoba said Johnson has served 
the diocese of Toronto and the wider 
church with distinction, “bringing 
your administrative vocation and 
your pastoral heart together.”

Five hundred thirty-five people 
attended the sold-out dinner, which is 
held each year to raise funds to help 
clergy and families in need and to 
provide scholarships for theological 
students. 

Billed as a farewell gala for John-
son, the evening included storytelling 
and speeches from Johnson’s friends 
and colleagues in the diocese of 
Toronto, as well as a wide-ranging 
conversation between Johnson and 
former CBC Radio News host Judy 
Maddren.

Johnson is succeeded by Bishop 
Andrew Asbil.
—The Anglican 

Parish votes to proceed with 
major affordable housing 
project

The parish of Christ Church, 
Bells Corners (CCBC) in the diocese 
of Ottawa has approved plans for a 
four-storey building with 35 units 
of affordable housing. The project 
represents a big step forward in a 
diocesan campaign to create 125 new 
affordable housing units by 2021, the 
diocese’s 125th anniversary. 

Canada News Briefs
By Joelle Kidd

News articles from Canadian Diocesan Newspapers 

The CCBC vestry council approved 
the parish’s feasibility study, providing 
a strong mandate to proceed with 
the 35-unit building. The parish has 
applied for an Action Ottawa Grant 
for $4.7 million, which channels 
federal-provincial funding to support 
housing for low-income residents 
of the city of Ottawa. CCBC expects 
to know by year-end if the grant has 
been approved. Meanwhile, it is using 
a grant from Canada Mortgage and 
Housing Corporation (CMHC) to cov-
er the costs of rezoning and geotech-
nical surveys.

If all goes as expected, construc-
tion will begin next year, with a target 
date for completion in late 2020 and 
tenants taking up residency in 2021.

Another promising development 
toward the diocese’s goal of 125 new 
housing units was the early-Novem-
ber opening of Cornerstone’s Princ-
eton Avenue building, which offers 
affordable units with support for 42 
women. Twenty-eight parishes have 
supported that project, many by pro-
viding or sharing in the cost—$6,500 
to $75,000—to furnish and outfit 
common areas and apartments.
—Crosstalk 

Anglican, Lutheran colleges 
hold first joint service

Two Saskatoon, Sask., theological 
colleges held a joint All Saints’ Day 
service on November 1, the first time 
the Anglican and Lutheran colleges 
have prepared and offered worship as 
a single community.

For the past two years, Lutheran 
Theological Seminary (LTS) and the 
College of Emmanuel & St. Chad, 
which have shared a building since 
2006, have taken turns leading a 
weekly service of Holy Communion, 
which members of both institutions 
attend. Students from the two col-
leges work in shared ministry settings 
and are eligible to serve in either 
denomination. 

For the All Saints’ Day service, 
students and staff from each college 
planned the service together and 
shared leadership roles. The Rev. 
Ann Salmon, dean of chapel at LTS, 
and the Rev. Iain Luke, principal of 
Emmanuel & St. Chad, proposed the 
idea of intentional collaboration once 
a term, and perhaps more often in the 
future.

The service was an application 
of the Waterloo Declaration, which 
opened up full communion between 
the two churches, including the 
“freedom to use each other’s liturgies.” 
It followed the rites of the Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Worship book, with an 
Anglican priest presiding. Next time, 
a Lutheran pastor will lead, using the 
Book of Alternative Services.

Saskatoon is the only site in 
Canada where Lutheran and Angli-

can seminaries are in partnership. 
The Anglican Church of Canada and 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Canada have been in full communion 
since 2001.
—The Saskatchewan Anglican

Lay leaders gather for 
Vocations North discernment 
meeting

Nine lay leaders in The Pas arch-
deaconry in the diocese of Brandon 
took part in Vocations North, a dis-
cernment gathering October 18-20, to 
explore the possibilities of ordination.

The discernment gathering was 
created as a way to offer discernment 
to lay leaders in northern communi-
ties who may find themselves outside 
the traditional discernment mech-
anisms of the Anglican Church of 
Canada, one that would “fit culturally, 
linguistically, and contextually within 
the setting in northern Manitoba,” 
according to the Rev. Kara Mandryk, 
co-ordinator for Henry Budd College 
for Ministry in The Pas, Man.

Many communities in the north-
ern half of the diocese of Brandon are 
served by lay leaders and catechists, 
says Mandryk. 

Six Cree and three non-Indigenous 
“seekers” and one Métis, one non-In-
digenous and four Cree “listeners” 
participated in Vocations North. Dis-
cernment groups were divided along 
linguistic lines in order to provide “a 
safe place where questions could be 
asked” in participants’ first language.

Elders and listeners, including 
Bishop Larry Beardy, suffragan bishop 
for the Northern Manitoba Area of 
the Indigenous Spiritual Ministry of 
Mishamikoweesh, shared stories of 
their own calls to ministry. Those 
gathered also took part in teaching 

times, worship and traditional Indige-
nous ceremony.

In the coming weeks and months, 
seekers and listeners will participate 
in follow-up conversations, and “we 
hope to see some ordinations in the 
near future,” says Mandryk.
—The Mustard Seed

Diocese of New Westminster 
runs first ‘Queerest and 
Dearest Camp’
Thirty-seven people aged two to 59 
gathered for five days in August 2018 
for the first-ever Queerest and Dear-
est Camp, an initiative of the diocese 
of New Westminster. According to 
Anne Kessler, the Children, Youth 
and Families Ministry co-ordinator at 
Christ Church Cathedral, the camp 
was “an intergenerational Christian 
camp for LGBTQIA2S+ people and 
their families, whoever that may 
be—birth families, adoptive families, 
chosen families, extended families 
and of course, church families!”
Anglican, Lutheran, Baptist, Mormon, 
Jewish and Muslim campers attend-
ed, as well as people of no faith.
Campers participated in tradition-
al summer camp activities, such as 
boating, swimming, hiking, crafts, 
archery and climbing, along with dai-
ly worship and Bible studies focused 
around queer and trans theologies.
“My favourite part of camp was get-
ting to be in a community of people 
who shared my experiences of being 
a Queer Christian, not just one part 
or the other, but both, together,” said 
Kessler.
The camp was funded by the Anglican 
Initiatives Fund, as well as individual 
donations totalling more than $3,000 
toward bursaries.
—Topic 


