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Dear Friends,

Many of you will know that in July, 
I was blessed to be able to take a 
6 day silent retreat at St. Bueno’s 
Retreat Centre in Wales. It was for 
me a time of intentional discern-
ment.  During the course of that 
retreat it became clear to me that the 
time had come for me to retire from 
my ministry as Archbishop of the 
Ecclesiastical Province and as Bish-
op of Kootenay. The only question 
that remained was the timing of the 
announcement and my retirement.  
Before the summer was over, I knew 
that it would be this spring and had 
decided that I will retire as of May 
31, 2018.  I have informed the senior 
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Bishop of the Province, Bishop Larry 
Robertson, the Provincial House of 
Bishops and our Diocesan Council of 
my intention. 

I will look forward to continuing 
to serve the Diocese and the Province 
for the next six months and to gath-
ering with the Diocese in Synod in 
April.  It is an important Synod with 
a discussion of the electoral canon 
(which will no longer be a theoretical 
exercise!) and a consideration of the 
future as we look to strengthening 
our congregational life.   That work 
will take several more years and it will 
benefit from new long term leader-
ship.

Twelve and half years ago the 
people of Kootenay placed a very 
great trust in me.  It has been my 
great privilege to serve as the Bishop 
of Kootenay, and I have come to love 
our people and our parishes in this 
beautiful part of British Columbia.  
We are gifted with strong lay and cler-
gy leadership, and a great team in the 
Diocesan Office and I am optimistic 
about the future.   With the election 
of a new bishop, and the continued 
guidance of God’s Holy Spirit, Koote-
nay has much to look forward to.

I give thanks for each of you and 
ask your prayers for the Diocese as we 

begin to enter a period of transition in 
the coming months.

Faithfully,

 +John
Archbishop John Privett

Living Faith,  
Proclaiming Christ, Growing Churches,  

Empowering Mission

❑

announces his retirement
to the Beloved People of God in the Diocese of Kootenay
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By Archbishop 
John E. Privett

Dear Friends,

As we start a new year the count-
down to our Diocesan Synod has 
begun.  We are only 4 months away, 
and soon congregations will be 
electing members for their Church 
Committees and their delegates 
for Synod in April.  In my last two 
columns I introduced the concept 
of a healthy church and the work of 
a decade of research that has been 
done in the Church of England.  The 
research came from a variety of theo-
logical, geographical perspectives in 
both large and small congregations.  
It focused on the question of what 
makes for a healthy congregation and 
considered why some congregations 
thrive while others stagnate.  The re-
sult was an identification of 7 marks 
or characteristics of a healthy church 
to be used as a tool for strengthening 
congregational life.  I have considered 
the first two:  “energized by faith” and 
“outward looking”. The third mark of 
a healthy church is a church which 
seeks to find out what God wants.

It is easy to nod our heads and say 
of course, but in practical terms con-
gregations often default to identifying 
what we want, or what our people 
want. There is a provisional quality 
to truly seeking what God wants, 

because we recognize that it is not 
always easy to be definitive about that 
– that is true in our personal lives 
as well as our congregational lives.   
Healthy churches, are modest about 
claiming “this is what God wants” 
while at the same time take very 
seriously the importance of a process 
of discernment.  This is not simply 
“visioning” or “goal setting,” but a 
trusting corporate process in which 
a congregation asks the question of 
what it understands God’s will to be 
in this time and place.  It involves 
study and prayer and an attempt to 
understand more fully God’s mission 
in the world.  The process of discern-
ment is as important as the result.

There are a few signs of what this 
looks like in a healthy congregation.  
The first sign is an awareness of 
vocation.  This refers to the vocation 
of individuals who prayerfully con-
sider what God is calling them to do 
in the congregation or in the wider 
community or both.  Such congrega-
tions encourage each individual to 
think about their relationship with 
God and to explore how God might 
be calling them now.  There is also 
a corporate sense of vocation, as 
these congregations seek to bring 
to consciousness how God might be 

calling the congregation to ministry.  
There is an openness; not to simply 
recreate the past, but to understand 
God’s call as ever present and ever 
new.  The second sign is vision.  This is 
not the same as a mission statement, 
but refers to a vision which arises 
out of a prayerful response to God’s 
call.  Contrary to much leadership 
literature, the vision does not come 
from a leader who “sells” it to the 
congregation, but arises from within 
the congregation itself.  As it emerges 
it is communicated and clarified for 
all to see and share.  The third sign of 
a congregation which seeks to find 
out what God wants is a clear sense of 
its mission priorities. This is reflected in 
how individuals focus their time and 
energy, and how the congregation ar-
ticulates its immediate and long-term 
priorities. It sometimes means having 
the courage to stop doing some activ-
ities which no longer serve the vision. 
As the resources of the congregation 
align with its priorities, there is a 
convergence of energy which moves 
the congregation forward.  The last 
sign of this third mark of a healthy 
church is being able to call for, and 
make sacrifices, personal and corpo-
rate, in bringing about the vision and 
living out the faith.  Where there is a 

In My View
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7    Part 3     

sense of vocation and vision, people 
will go beyond the ordinary limits 
in giving of their time, energy and 
resources.  We know that to be true in 
our personal lives and it is also true in 
our congregational life.  Just this week 
as I write this column, I have received 
an unsolicited cheque from one our 
smaller congregations who have sent 
a donation to the Kootenay Forward 
Fund to assist a struggling congre-
gation.  They are a vibrant Christian 
community who live out their vision 
to reach beyond their walls to sup-
port others.

Healthy congregations and ma-
ture Christians seek to discern God’s 
will for themselves.  In my view, the 
process of seeking God’s will is itself 
transformative.

Faithfully,

 +John
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Editorial

By John Lavender

❑

Sunday November 5, 2017 the con-
gregation of St Saviour’s celebrated 
125 years since the consecration of 
the first Anglican church in Pentic-
ton. This church was originally built 
on the homestead of Thomas and 
Wilhelmina Ellis.  It is now called the 
Ellis Chapel, and is attached to the 
current St Saviour’s church located at 
150 Orchard Avenue.  

Over 100 people came out to mark 
the occasion, including some who 
were baptized and/or married in the 
original heritage chapel.  Archbishop 
John Privett celebrated the Eucharist, 
and was joined at the altar by The 
Venerable Noel Goater, The Vener-
able Peter O’Flynn, The Reverend 
Kim Staus and The Reverend Deacon 
Richard Simpson.  

In his sermon, Archbishop John 
spoke of clergy, parishioners and min-
istries which all contributed to the 
development and rich history of the 
community.  He spoke with thanks-
giving of God’s faithfulness, evident 

to past generations, and up to the 
present moment, as the congregation 
begins the search for a new incum-
bent.  He spoke of God’s holy people: 
those God has drawn there over the 
years, and those who are called to 
be there now.  And he spoke of God’s 
mission, which has been lived out 
over the years in bringing God’s light 
to the community, the country and 
the world.  

In that spirit of thankfulness, ev-
eryone continued the celebration in 
the Parish Hall with a delicious lunch, 
an anniversary cake, and speeches, 
organized and MC’d by Warden Joan 
Dalby.  Congratulations were received 
from former incumbents The Rev. 

Celebrating 125 years 
of Anglican Ministry in Penticton

By Joanne Simpson

By now you are probably aware of 
our Archbishop’s retirement plans. 
This came as a shock to me because I 
thought he would be with us forever. 
Not that I know what his personal 
plans are. But he has been instrumen-
tal in my life and I’m sure in yours 
as well. I’m not in a position to list 
all the things he has accomplished. 
What struck me was that our Bishop 
took us, not necessarily where he 

Archbishop John Privett and  3 parishioners who were baptized in the Ellis Chapel:  
Doreen Hack, Randy Manuel and Marylin Barnay.  

Photograph by Joanne Simpson

Mike Stuchbery and Rt. Rev. David 
Irving.  The afternoon closed with 
Randy Manuel sharing interesting 
anecdotes, history,and stories  of 
125 years of church life in the South 
Okanagan, and of the wonderful peo-
ple involved.   

Joan Dalby and her committee 
(Jean O’Flynn, Pat Dawson, Jean Pad-
wick) also arranged other meaningful 
ways to celebrate this significant 
event.  Parishioners purchased and 
wore matching T-shirts bearing an 
image of the Ellis Chapel, and stat-
ing “Looking Good at 125”.  Through 
The Penticton and District Stamp 
Club, memorial postage stamps and 
post cards depicting the Ellis Chapel 

were available for purchase.  There 
were also commemorative stamped 
envelopes signed by Archbishop John 
Privett, The Venerable Peter O’Fly-
nn and the artist of the Ellis Chapel 
sketch, Randy Manuel.  People also 
had the option of receiving a special 
anniversary Canada Post cancellation 
stamp on the envelope.

By the end of the afternoon people 
left with a stronger sense of commu-
nity, feeling proud to be part of the 
rich history of St Saviour’s, and ready 
to embark on the next chapter.

wanted to go, but where we needed 
to go.  One thing I know that is close 
to his heart is spiritual education. 
Even though the Kootenay School of 
Ministry is currently on sabbatical, it 
filled in the gaps that were missing for 
locally raised priests.

Seminaries don’t always produce 
the desired result when it comes to 
the everyday running of a parish. Of 
course, here in the Diocese of Koote-
nay we have the unusual addition of 
priests raised under Mutual Ministry. 

The Diocese of Kootenay has had 
some trail blazers in its history. Per-
haps, not as much as New Westmin-
ster, but every diocese has its unique 
stamp. After all, we live in a country 
that, not so long ago, was settled by 

people looking for a new Promised 
Land. Our buildings are only 125 years 
old at most. We know that from all 
the 125th anniversaries celebrated 
this last year. The buildings were not 
constructed to last a thousand years 
like those in the old country. One of 
the questions our Bishop wrestled 
with was what was more important 
mission or real-estate?

We know we are on the verge 
of something new. We don’t know 
exactly how it will go, but we do know 
that our Bishop brought us here. And 
I think he did his very best to prepare 
us for the future. Canon law might be 
important to some, with respect to 
our Church accepting changes in the 
secular world. How we stay relevant 

to regular people outside our congre-
gations is another question we are 
still grappling with? 

Every man and woman “of the 
cloth” is a servant of God. Our Bishop 
is surely that. He has accompanied us 
on our journey during his tenure, and 
he has done it responsibly, sensitively 
and courageously. 

I’m sure we will have other oppor-
tunities over the next few months to 
express our thanks. But I take this 
opportunity to do it now on behalf of 
The HighWay; for myself and Micahel, 
the other half of the editorial team.

Archbishop John Privett and Aleta Quaal  
administering communion.  

Photograph by Wendy Stewart. 
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By  Maureen tinker

History: Banner of St Nicholas

A few years ago, the members of St. 
Monnica’s Guild (the liturgical arts 
guild at the Cathedral) arrived to 
find something waiting for them 
on their work table. This was not 
unusual – we often found donations 
of fabric or trims which people 
thought might be of use to us.  What 
was unusual was that this donation 
was obviously a large rolled-up ban-
ner, complete with rod and fringe. 
Upon unrolling it, we found a very 
worn, but beautiful banner, with “St. 
Nicholas” across the top, symbols 
down the sides and in the centre an 
appliqued figure wearing a bishop’s 
mitre.

We made a few inquiries and, 
finding nothing to suggest where it 
came from,  hung it for St. Nicholas 
day in December and then stowed it 
away.

The following summer, on a rainy 
day, I decided to get down to a task I 
had been putting off – that of going 
through the photo albums  from my 
late husband Percy’s family. There 
were quite a few of them, and while 
one or two of them were in chrono-
logical order, most were a hodge-
podge  - I think Percy’s mom decided 
one day that all those loose photos 
just had to go somewhere. There 
were literally hundreds of pictures of 

unfamiliar people and places, in no 
particular order and of course with 
nothing to identify them.

 I had stalwartly gone through 
most of the albums and when I 
thought I had enough pictures of  
family members—the old cabin and 
then the house on the lake, and Percy 
from infancy to adulthood—I decid-
ed that I would just ignore all the 
rest – what could they hold that was 
different?

 One album, though, caught my 
eye – a slightly different size than 
the others - so I opened it. It turned 
out to be a photographic record of 
Percy’s years at Vernon Preparatory 
School in the 1940s. They were mostly 
yearly photos of different teams and 
groups in which Percy had been 
active. There was Percy as an army 
cadet, on the cricket, badminton, and 
football teams, Percy in cassock and 
surplice – and in the background of 

that picture the very banner that we 
had found on our work table!  I even 
had taken down to the Cathedral to 
compare – and it was the same.

I had heard Percy’s stories of life at 
VPS in the 1940s – cold showers ev-
ery morning, Chapel every day, eating 
everything on your plate (no matter 
how unappetizing) and even cutting 
your own switch for caning! Never-
theless, Percy had fond memories of 
the school, the rambles, the friend-
ships made, the quality of education 
and even the discipline. He attended 
a couple of “Old Boys” reunions with 
R.J. Bennett and the late Tony Bull 
and had a wonderful time.

Looking up Vernon Prep on 
Google I found a few facts – first that 
the school, an Anglican boys’ school,  
had been founded by the Rev. Austin 
C. Mackie with the assistance of his  
brother Hugh and his wife Grace.  
It  had opened on Jan. 13, 1914 with 

❑

5 students, 3 of whom were board-
ers.  Photos of the whole school and 
staff in 1943 showed 43 students and 
in 1947, a year after Rev. Mackie’s 
retirement, 47 students.  In a report 
to the Okanagan Historical Society  
in 1948, Hugh Mackie paid tribute to  
his wife, who had taken care of the 
students’ needs while raising her own 
children and helping out on the ranch 
attached to the first site of the school. 
Grace had had some nursing training, 
which was invaluable in her role as 
matron of the school. A few years ago 
Percy and I went to “Tea at Mackie 
House,” with Christine Pilgrim, a 
local actress, living the part of Grace 
Mackie. Included was a tour of the 
house, with “Grace” relating stories of 
the early days – she never stepped out 
of character.

According to Hugh Mackie’s arti-
cle, the Chapel of St. Nicholas, who 
is the patron saint of children, was 
built and dedicated in 1921. From 
the photos, it is obvious that the St. 
Nicholas banner is over 70 years old 
and it is possible that it is now in its 
90s  - quite a history!

So now one little mystery has 
been solved, but the questions still 
remains: where was the banner from 
1972, when VPS closed, and the pres-
ent time — and how did it get to our 
work table at the Cathedral? I 
guess we may never know.

St Nicholas banner, Vernon Preparatory School, 1940. Percy Tinker second from the left.

Wood project St Mark’s, Kaslo 

St Mark’s Anglican Church is locat-
ed on the shores of Kootenay Lake 
within the Village of Kaslo.  The 
church dates to 1895 and its build-
ing is part of the history of the area.  
Across a strip of Village property di-
rectly beside the church grew a huge 
Douglas Fir Tree reaching over two 
hundred feet high.  During the month 
of June, in the middle of one of the 
driest summers on record the Village 
maintenance crew determined the 
roots of this tree were rotten and if it 
came down, it could do a lot of dam-
age to the church and the houses on 
the block.  

     After being cut down into huge 
eight foot lengths the Village stored 
the wood in its maintenance yard.  
Over the years the Village has devel-
oped a policy of offering the wood of 
fallen or cut trees to the neighbours.  

A thoughtful village worker contact-
ed me, (as a warden of the church), 
and offered some of these logs to St. 
Mark’s.  After consultation with some 
of our parishioners we agreed to take 

the logs and the “St Mark’s Wood 
Project” was now officially on!

     The first task was cutting up the 
huge logs, (some of which measured 
four feet six inches wide).  As we 

By  Stafford Brandrick 
and Sarah Zuk

pondered this problem, a neighbour 
who cuts and sells wood stopped by 
and said, “This looks like a job for 
me!”  He proceeded to come and cut 
the wood, with his huge 30’’ chainsaw, 
refusing any remuneration for his 
time or labour.  

     The next job was splitting the 
massive rounds.  Work bees were 
organized and one of St Mark’s newer 
families brought their energy and log 
splitter, which proved invaluable.  The 
wood was then stacked and piled. Lo-
cal firewood was in high demand, due 
to the dry summer and fall; therefore 
all our “church” wood sold netting 
over $1,100.00 for St Mark’s.  

     In retrospect the firewood proj-
ect proved to be about much more 
than the money.  It brought people in 
our congregation together outside of 
Sunday services, and raised St Mark’s 
profile in our community.  

     It all began with a tree!
.

❑

Member’s of St Mark’s, Kaslo splitting firewood
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CoGS WHEELS  

By randall fairey

Randall Fairey is a Delegate to the 
Council of General Synod (CoGS) and 
Prolocutor of the Ecclesiastical 
Province of British Columbia & Yukon

In November CoGS passed the 
halfway point in the triennium. 
Consequently, there was a sense 
of urgency to the agenda and a full 
and productive meeting was held.  
Two issues dominated the meeting; 
consideration of outcomes from the 
National Consultation on Self-Deter-
mination for the Indigenous Ministry 
(The Road to Warm Springs) and 
revisiting the proposed amendment 
to the Marriage Canon (Canon 
XXI).  Last month I commented on 
the Warm Springs Consultation but 
presently I wish to highlight where 
Second (and final) Reading of the 
proposed amendment now rests with 
General Synod.  

It is helpful to recall what hap-
pened before General Synod 2016 
in Toronto and the next steps that 
will need to be taken.  Following the 
acceptance of same sex blessings as 
a doctrine of the Anglican Church of 
Canada in 2007 (though not consid-
ered “creedal”), subsequent Synods 
have moved cautiously toward the 
recognition of same gender mar-
riages.  This resulted in continuing 
controversy for the next two General 
Synods.  In anticipation of a resolu-
tion in 2016 proposing a Canonical 
Amendment to Canon XXI, the Canon 
defining and regulating marriage in 
the Church, the matter was referred 
to a Commission of CoGS, which 

issued an important Report entitled 
“This Holy Estate” in September 2015.  
This presented a detailed, scholarly 
and prayerful consideration of all as-
pects of the question, and the report 
was extensively studied by parishes, 
dioceses and provinces before coming 
into General Synod 2016. Resolution 
A051-R2 (published in Appendix L 
of the Handbook of the ACC) passed 
First Reading after a controversial de-
bate and stormy voting procedure.  In 
summary, the resolution proposes to 
change the present Marriage Canon 
to recognize same gender marriages 
for persons duly qualified by civil 
law and most importantly, provides 
an “opt-in” clause wherein a minis-
ter may only solemnize a marriage 
between persons of the same sex if 
authorized by the Diocesan Bishop.

Not surprisingly, the reaction in 
conservative elements of the Church 
has been one of great disapproval 
and vocal criticism.  Some Indige-
nous members of the Church express 
strong feelings that the debate at 
GS 2016 did not permit an adequate 
understanding or expression of Indig-
enous views on the matter.  Follow-
ing the adjournment of the General 
Synod, and implementing the proce-
dure mandated in section 11(c) of the 
Declaration of Principles, the matter 
now goes to the diocesan and provin-
cial synods for “consideration” prior 
to coming back for Second Reading.  
This allows for further amendments, 
but only if the amendments would 
have been in order at the time of First 
Reading.  The real question is to what 
extent have the dioceses and prov-
inces considered A051-R2 as written, 
what further amendments might 
be proposed, and has there been a 
full and complete debate.  At the 

first meeting of the current Council, 
a Working Group was established 
to ensure fair consideration will be 
given, and to facilitate a diocese or 
province that wishes to bring forward 
an amendment, which must be de-
termined to be in order, at the time of 
Second Reading in Vancouver in 2019.

In November, a caucus of CoGS 
members from our Ecclesiastical 
Province of BC and Yukon (elected 
delegates and appointed CoGS mem-
bers from our Province), met at the 
request of the Working Group to re-
port on where the matter seems to be 
in our six Dioceses/Territory.  More 
importantly CoGS passed a resolution 
requesting the Primate and General 
Synod Prolocutor to write to each 
Provincial Metropolitan and Prolocu-
tor, and each Diocesan Bishop, urging 
that full consideration be given to the 
proposed Second Reading, and report 
the extent of such consideration by 
November 1, 2018.  The Working 
Group has also agreed to be a source 
for parishes or dioceses who feel they 
need more resources to assure that 
such consideration will have been 
complete.

Archbishop John, both as Arch-
bishop for Kootenay and as Metro-
politan for the Province, and myself, 
as Prolocutor of the Province, have 
received the letter from CoGS, as 
have all Diocesan Bishops. In terms 
of the Diocese of Kootenay, the Synod 
Planning Team will take into account 
the question as to whether “full con-
sideration” will occur at, or following, 
our April Synod. As to the Province, 
a similar question for the Provincial 
Synod in September will be asked, 
and by November 2018 it is hoped we 
will be able to make a fulsome report 
to CoGS.

In my observation there seems 
to be two overall approaches; some 
of our Dioceses indicate they have 
studied the “marriage question” to 
the point where there is little appetite 
or need for further discussion.  In 
Kootenay, there have been several 
instances of the ongoing consider-
ation of the resolution, but whether 
it has been comprehensive enough 
remains arguable.  The appetite for 
more discussion in some quarters is 
low; in the more conservative reaches 
of our Ecclesiastical Province, I know 
there is a frustrated cynicism that it is 
too late for any reversal of the mo-
mentum resulting from the passage of 
First Reading.  However, I sense that 
the narrow support in 2016, the need 
for more Indigenous accommodation, 
and the change in the makeup of the 
Canadian House of Bishops from re-
tirements and moves, may well result 
in defeat of the Resolution at Second 
Reading; there are many possibilities 
permitted in our rules and regula-
tions and final passage of A051-R2 is 
far from assured.  If the Resolution 
fails, then the real question is what 
does that mean for the Church going 
forward.  And if Second Reading is 
passed, another question is whether 
the Anglican Church of Canada is pre-
pared to endure the censure that both 
The Episcopal Church and the Scot-
tish Episcopal Church have received 
from the Anglican Communion for 
already permitting and blessing same 
gender marriages.  Our prayers are 
surely needed for the Holy Spirit to 
show us the way.

❑

Indigenous self-determination & 
proposed amendment to the 
Marriage Canon (Canon XXI)

The executive board of the An-
glican Church Women (ACW) in 
the Diocese of Quebec voted to 
terminate its function as a dioc-
esan organization. The decision 
was made at a two-day meeting held 
September 20 and 21 in Quebec City, 
and came into effect September 21.

The decision to close the board 
was made based on the reasoning 
that it no longer represents most of 
the working groups in viable church-
es across the Quebec diocese. (At 
the last Biennial General Meeting in 

York, Gaspe, in June 2016, only 10% 
of the parishes in the diocese sent 
representatives.)

The dissolution is only of the 
ACW diocesan executive board, not 
the various ACW groups and guilds 
throughout the diocese, which will 
continue as usual. ACW groups in lo-
cal parishes will no longer be required 
to send funds for fees, pledge, travel, 
Thank Offering and education to the 
diocesan board, and will be able to 
distribute their funds as they choose.
The diocesan board had $3,095.89 in 

financial assets, which will be dis-
bursed to the diocesan community 
project, Chaplaincy Discretionary 
Fund at Bishop’s University/Cham-
plain College, and PWRDF. The 
annual interest on the money invest-
ed with the Church Society will be 
directed to the Discretionary Fund 
of the Anglican Diocesan Bishop of 
Quebec.

—Quebec Diocesan Gazette 

Quebec Diocese ACW closes after 
131 years of service
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By Nissa Basbaum

Nissa Basbaum is the Dean of  
St Michael & All Angels Cathedral  
in Kelowna

Worship the Lord in beauty 
and dreadfulness  

This is a hard article to write be-
cause at this time of year, perhaps 
more than at any other, each of us 
tries to focus on human generosity 
and divine wonder and grace, not 
to mention a heavy dose of secular 
romanticism. Yet, the publication 
date for this edition of The HighWay 
comes between Christmas and Epiph-
any. December 28 (2017), in the litur-
gical calendar, is recognized as the 
Feast of the Holy Innocents — a cele-
bration of martyrdom, with particular 
respect paid to Matthew’s depiction 
of Herod’s slaughter of infant boys, 
done to protect himself from the 
possibility that someone from among 
these boys might grow up to threaten 
his power and position. 

At first blush, it would not be at all 
surprising to wonder at the position-
ing in the calendar of this feast day; 
indeed, Matthew places the journey 
of the magi before the proclamation 
of Herod’s edict rather than after. His 
anger is stirred by their deception, 
and their ultimate avoidance of him 

on the way back from offering their 
gifts to the newborn child they be-
lieve is destined for kingship. As far as 
Herod is concerned, every baby boy 
and every family will pay dearly for 
this deception. But this slaughter is 
described as following what we know 
today as the Feast of the Epiphany, 
rather than preceding it. Why change 
the order in the liturgical calendar?

While I will acknowledge some 
residual irritation regarding our so-
ciety’s hijacking of the Seasons of Ad-
vent, Christmas and Epiphany, I am 
by no means a holiday Scrooge. Hav-
ing grown up in a religion and cul-
ture wherein I could only experience 
this time of year vicariously through 

Christian friends and acquaintanc-
es; since converting to Christianity, 
I have always and continue to have 
a deep attachment to the wonder 
of each of these seasons. It was at a 
midnight mass on Christmas Eve that 
I realized the deep spiritual hunger 
I felt would only ever be filled by the 
bread and the wine of communion. I 
was entranced by the Christmas car-
ols, the anthems and the gathering of 
the people in church to celebrate the 
birth of Jesus; I was consumed by the 
beauty of that service and overcome 
by its impact on me, both spiritually 
and physically.

I am extraordinarily grateful that 
my response to that midnight mass 

has remained with me to the present 
day. Sadly, our world’s repeated expe-
rience of Herod’s slaughter of inno-
cent blood, in the myriad ways which 
human beings continue to do this, of-
ten has a way of making it difficult for 
me to continue to believe in a good 
God whose covenanted love is on-go-
ing and ever-present, let alone in the 
redemption of humanity by that same 
God. Sometimes, it is only those early 
Christmas memories of burgeoning 
faith which enable me to do this. And 
herein lies my understanding and 
affirmation of the placement of the 
Feast of the Holy Innocents smack in 
the middle of the holiday season, be-
tween Christmas Day and Epiphany. If 
liturgy does nothing else, it describes 
the world, and our response to the 
world through our communion in the 
Body of Christ. 

The juxtaposition in the lection-
ary of the wonder and amazement 
present in both Luke’s shepherds and 
angels, and Matthew’s three magi, 
with the horror of Matthew’s story of 
Herod’s slaughter of infant children, 
is a keen reminder to us that beauty 
and dreadfulness are never far from 
one another, and that neither can be 
ignored in the face of the other. 

Icon of the Holy Innocents

The urim & the thummim 
an ancient method for theological reflectionBy John Lavender

 “In the breastpiece of judgment 
you shall put the Urim and the 
Thummim, and they shall be on 
Aaron’s heart when he goes in 
before the Lord; thus Aaron shall 
bear the judgment of the Israelites 
on his heart before the Lord con-
tinually.” 

In the first year of EfM we study the 
entire Old Testament. This is some-
thing I have done many times before,  
but due to the process of theological 
reflection I noticed something that 
had never previously caught my at-
tention. It was something that we all 
probably gloss over. That is, the use 
of “sacred lots” (Urim & Thummim). 
The use of “sacred lots” is frequently 
mentioned throughout the Bible and 

actually, after Judas Iscariot left the 
twelve, his replacement was deter-
mined by casting lots.

I believe that we have somehow 
been programmed to disregard the 
presence of sacred lots for a number 
of reasons. First, because of the com-
monly held belief that it was divina-

tion, and therefore wrong. Second, 
because it was a practice from the 
past that seems as relevant today as 
burnt offerings. Nevertheless, on clos-
er inspection no important decisions 
were made in the first five books of 
the Hebrew Scriptures without their 
use. The process was considered to be 
synonymous with receiving an answer 
directly from YHWH. 

In EfM (Education for Ministry), 
theological reflection is used exten-
sively.  This method of reflection is 
our contemporary academic means 
of receiving or discerning answers 
from God. Theological reflection 
is a method that looks for answers 
through metaphors, especially ones 
that are meaningful to us in the world 
in which we live, our culture and also 
in our spiritual life.

Finding connections that are 
meaningful to us in the scriptures 
goes deep. Just listening to sermons 
on Sunday does not develop a person-
al relationship with God.  We need 
to pray and we need to wrestle with 
our beliefs for ourselves. If you have 
participated in theological reflection, 
you know how rewarding this process 
is. If you haven’t participated in theo-
logical reflection, then I encourage 
you to do so.

At St Saviour’s, Nelson this Jan-
uary, there will be a seminar and 
workshop on this subject.

Introduction Seminar and 
Workshop on Urim & Thummim, 
Thursday Jan 11 at 4 pm. This will be 
followed by two additional sessions 
on Jan 18 and Jan 25 on this practice 
of theological reflection. 

❑

High Priest breastpiece of judgement
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By yme Woensdregt

Jis’ blue, God — a lament

The Rev Dr Yme Woensdregt is the 
Dean of East Kootenay and Incumbent 
for Christ Church, Cranbrook.

❑

I wrote a short while ago about the 
power and pain of depression. One 
of the gifts of my own battle with 
depression was learning to lament. 
A few months ago, I came across an 
amazing lament published some 90 
years ago.

Written by African American 
teacher, poet, and children’s book 
author Henrietta (“Etta”) Oldham 
(1888–1975), she called it “Jis’ Blue, 
God.” It is written in African American 
Vernacular English, which according 
to Wikipedia is “a variety of Ameri-
can English spoken by urban, work-
ing–class and middle–class African 
Americans.
“Jis’ blue, God,
“Jis’ blue.
“Ain’t prayin’ exactly jis’ now—

“Tear–blind, I guess,
“Can’t see my way through.
“You know those things
“I ast for so many times—
“Maybe I hadn’t orter repeated like the 
Pharisees do;
“But I ain’t stood in no market place;
“It’s jis’ ’tween me and You.
“And You said, “Ast” …
“Somehow I ain’t astin’ now and I hardly 
know what to do.
“Hope jis’ sorter left, but Faith’s still here—
“Faith ain’t gone, too.
“I know how ’tis—a thousand years
“Is as a single day with You;
“And I ain’t meanin’ to tempt You with “If 
You be …”
“And I ain’t doubtin’ You.
“But I ain’t prayin’ tonight, God—
“Jis’ blue.”

It’s a remarkable lament in which 
Etta gets real with God. She lays all 
her frustration out before God, giving 
voice to her depression and pain, her 
doubt and sorrow.

One of the healthiest ways to deal 
with depression is to give it voice. To 
speak it out loud. But it’s so hard to 
do that. Our natural inclination is to 
keep it to ourselves, to try and tough 
it out, to work it out on our own. Or to 
just give up. I know that from my own 
experience. The shame can be so very 
deep, not to mention the fear of being 
stigmatized.

Besides that, we are not a society 
which is given to lament. We are told 
to “never let them see you sweat”. 
Always put on a good front.

But if we’re ever really going to 
deal with the epidemic of depres-
sion and suicide in our country and 
around the world, we are going to 
have to speak up. In Canada, death 
by suicide accounts for 24% of all 
deaths among 15–24 year olds. It is 
the second leading cause of death for 
Canadians between the ages of 10  
and 24.

Statistics like this show just how 
important it is for us to work togeth-
er and speak of this pain, this hurt, 
this sense of absolute impotence. We 
need to stand together and provide 
a safe place where people who are at 
the end of their rope can simply fall, 
knowing that someone is there to 
catch them.

“Jis’ Blue, God” gives voice to that 
pain. It falls in the tradition of the 
biblical practice of lament, of praying 
out your sorrow and giving it voice. 
God desires this kind of emotional 
honesty from us. God delights in our 
forthright relationship, whether we 
give voice to delight and praise or to 
sorrow and complaint.

Etta’s language sometimes may 
seem sharp. Her language is much 
milder, however, than some of the 

laments we read in the Psalms (read 
Psalm 88 and 109, for example). Or 
read some of the passages in which 
Job wishes he were dead, and ends 
up blaming God for the horror of his 
life. Or remember the words of Jesus 
on the cross when he quotes Psalm 
22 and accuses God of having aban-
doned him.

At the heart of lament, writes J. 
Todd Billings (professor at Western 
Theological Seminary), is a deep trust 
which “throws God’s promises back 
at him when it seems as if God is not 
keeping those promises.” Because of 
their deep faith in God, the Psalm-
ists and Etta have high expectations 
of God; they take God’s promises 
seriously, and so they lament and 
protest and complain and accuse 
when it seems that God has broken 
the promise.

If you are a person of faith, giving 
voice to your depression and fear is 
an important part of your relation-
ship with God. “Jis’ blue.” “So blind with 
tears, I can’t see straight.”

Lament is one of the ways in which 
Christians pray their suffering, their 
pain, their depression. It’s a necessary 
and helpful way to be. Lament takes 
God about as seriously as you can.

❑

The Rev. Jane Bourcet is a member of 
the diocesan Spiritual Development 
Committee.

By Jane Bourcet

Prayer of imagination

Human beings are a species of 
storytellers. We tell stories that make 
us laugh, make us cry, make us think, 
make us gain a different perspective. 
Some have said that we become the 
people we are by the stories we tell 
about ourselves. That we learn who 
we are by the stories we are told and 
believe to be true. 

When it comes to lives of faith, we 
“read, mark and inwardly digest” the 
overarching story that is gathered 
in the sacred texts of that faith. For 
Christians, it is the Bible. The Bible 
records the story of God’s interaction 
with a particular people, the Jewish 
people, as well as the life, death and 

resurrection of Jesus and accounts 
of the early church. Year after year, 
as we live through the cycles of the 
Christian year, we hear over and over 
the stories that help us to know who 
we are and what we are to be about. 
As we draw deeper and deeper into 
the stories of our faith we deepen 
our understanding of God as well as 
ourselves. 

It is obvious that the Bible has 
been prayed with throughout the 
centuries in many different ways. The 
psalms themselves are prayers. I’d like 
to share one particular form of pray-
ing with scripture that was developed 
by St. Ignatius, the founder of the Je-
suit order. This type of prayer is called 
imaginative prayer. It relies on the 
ability of the human mind to move 
from our present reality into a world 
of our own creating. How many of us 
have been transported to far away 
lands or worlds of fantasy as we’ve 
read our favourite books? Ignatius 
discovered, through a long convales-
cence from battle injuries, that as he 
steeped himself in the life of Christ 
and the lives of the saints that the 
Spirit was teaching and drawing him 
more fully toward God. He found that 
his imagination was as truly a way for 

God to direct him as his thoughts and 
feelings. 

Ignatius, through his Spiritual 
Exercises, (which is a 30 day silent 
retreat used as a tool of discernment) 
applied these discoveries to create 
a form of prayer that is steeped in 
imagination, which he called con-
templation. Ignatius uses the term 
contemplation, not as synonymous 
with meditation, where we endeavour 
to clear our minds of thoughts and 
images, but rather as an invitation 
into a biblical story using our creative 
abilities to live into the biblical world 
as deeply as we can. 

In Week 2 of the Spiritual Exer-
cises, Ignatius has the retreatant 
contemplate the Incarnation from 
two perspectives. One is to “enter 
into the vision of God”, by imagining 
God viewing our world and all of its 
troubles and issues. We are invited to 
enter God’s point of view, imagining 
God’s concern for creation and God’s 
decision to send Jesus into this world 
of ours. 

The other perspective is imagining 
ourselves into a story from the Gos-
pels. In this case, the story of Jesus’ 
birth. We imagine ourselves as a par-
ticipant on the road to Bethlehem— 

feel the sway of the donkey, the feel 
of the road through thin sandals, the 
silence of the evening, the worry over 
finding lodging. We place ourselves 
as fully as possible within the Gospel 
narrative, we become immersed in 
the Biblical account and then carry 
the story on. We imagine what might 
happen next, relaxing into the assur-
ance that God will be with us as much 
in our imaginings as God is with us 
in our more rational thoughts. And 
as we move into what might happen 
next, we are also aware of how we 
feel about where we’ve gone in our 
minds. Do we feel at peace, grounded, 
uplifted or restless, distracted and 
unsettled? Our feelings can be guides 
as to where God is truly present as 
opposed to our own ego’s illusion. 

It is so easy to dismiss our imag-
inings as the product of daydreams 
not as one of the places God reaches 
out to us. Ignatius reaches out from 
the 1500’s to share his realization that 
God will be with us in whatever way 
God will. I hope that as we move into 
Epiphany, we might take the oppor-
tunity to spend time imagining the 
journey of the Magi and allowing God 
to be with us in this less common 
way-the way of the imagination.  
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Canada Briefs
Pilgrims walk the  
inaugural ‘Cowichan 
Camino’
A group of 12 people walked the inau-
gural trek of the Cowichan Camino, 
a 25-km route through Cowichan 
Valley, BC, that began at St. John the 
Baptist, Duncan, and ended at Sts. 
Christopher and Aidan, Lake Co-
wichan.

The pilgrimage was created by the 
Rev. Selinde Krayenhoff and hus-
band, the Rev. Jim Holland, who, after 
experiencing overseas how walking 
can be “a way of emotional and spir-
itual healing and renewal,” wanted a 
route “that would allow Anglicans to 
experience pilgrimage without the ex-
pense and effort of travelling abroad.”

The pilgrimage took place October 
7- 8, beginning with a morning prayer 
and ending with a special vespers 
service and Thanksgiving meal put 
on by the parish. Overnight accom-
modations were available, and many 
pilgrims were able to attend breakfast 
and Thanksgiving Eucharist as well.

The walkers found the pilgrimage 
to be prayerful, with some calling 
it healing. They reported a sense of 
accomplishment, and the bonding 
that occurs when sharing something 
outside of usual daily activities. All of 

the pilgrims spoke reverently about 
their response to nature and how the 
walk allowed them to stop, listen and 
absorb, connecting to God’s creation.

There are plans are to make the 
Cowichan Camino an annual tradi-
tion, according to British Columbia 
Bishop Logan McMenamie.

In the future, there may be cre-
ation of more trails of different 
lengths, perhaps interconnected, 
where parishes can be involved along 
the way.

—Diocesan Post

Finding God in the 
music of Elvis
Sr. Doreen McGuff at the Sisterhood 
of St. John the Divine (SSJD) recently 
led a workshop that explores the love 
of God through the music of Elvis 
Presley.

McGuff, who joined SSJD in Toron-
to, in 1965, was inspired to follow the 
King of Kings by the King of Rock and 
Roll. It was listening to Elvis’s song 
“Love Me Tender” that inspired her 
spiritual vocation: “I thought if only 
I—we—could love each other that 
tenderly, that tenaciously, imagine 
what we could do.”

McGuff thinks of Elvis as “a great 
theologian,” saying that his music 

made her realize “that God walks 
with me all the time and that God’s 
love is more than we can ask or hope 
for.”

McGuff ran the first Elvis work-
shop in 2006. It was successful, and in 
the years following, she was nudged 
to do it again, but it never felt right—
until she met the Rev. Matthew 
Martin, who happened to be an Elvis 
tribute artist, and had been imper-
sonating him since the age of six.

At this year’s Elvis workshop, Mar-
tin shared his personal story of ad-
diction and how Elvis had worked in 
his life. Martin has found many ways 
to incorporate this music into his 
ministry: “I’ve sung ‘Love Me Tender’ 
in hospitals and retirement homes…I 
see the joy on people’s faces who are 
in long-term care or palliative care. 
It’s a powerful thing.”

The workshop featured reflec-
tions, both spiritual and standard 
Elvis songs, and quiet moments when 
participants walked the labyrinth or 
visited the convent’s outdoor Stations 
of the Cross. The focus of the work-
shop was how faith and love can heal 
a broken world.

“It is the context for transforma-
tion,” said McGuff, “to live out our call 
to love one another and accept God’s 
delight and pleasure in us, to accept 
that we are loved wildly and com-
pletely, as a whole package, with all 
our faults and imperfections.”

—Huron Church News

Halifax youth make a 
difference by making 
sandwiches
The Friends of St. Margaret, an 
outreach of St Margaret of Scotland 
Anglican Church in Halifax, have 
launched the Sandwich Club, an 
outreach program that brings youth 
together to make sandwiches for 
people in the community who are 
experiencing homelessness.

“The original intent was to offer a 
program where youth had an op-
portunity to learn the importance of 
giving back to their own community, 
while making a difference to many,” 
said program leader Rita-Clare LeB-
lanc. “We started with just six kids, 
but the word has been spreading…
Last month we had 38 youth!”

The Sandwich Club takes place 
once a month, with youth from 
Grades 4-12 joining together to pack 
more than 200 sandwich bags, each 
filled with a sandwich, carrots, grano-
la bar, juice pack and chocolate treat. 
The bags are delivered to local shel-
ters and paired with soup to make 
one night’s meal.

The club, which is funded by the 
Friends of St Margaret, is open to 
everyone and is not a faith-based 
program. Through the program, the 
youth involved realize the importance 
of helping others, make friends, and 
gain a greater understanding of why 
some people in their communities 
may be experiencing homelessness.

—The Diocesan Times
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