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 The future of formation
Twelve members of the Western 
Educational Collaborative Anglican 
Network (WECAN) met at Sorrento 
Centre, BC, from September 10-13.  
The dioceses represented were Atha-
basca, Brandon, Caledonia, Islands 
and Inlets (British Columbia), Koote-
nay, Qu’Appelle, Rupert’s Land, Ter-
ritory of the People, and Yukon.  The 
gathering included representatives 
from the College of Emmanuel and St. 
Chad, Henry Budd College, Qu’Appelle 
School of Mission and Ministry, St. 
John’s College, and Kootenay School 
of Ministry. We focused on local 
formation, training, education, and 
assessment of candidates for priestly 
ordination.

The gathering started with a 
reflection on the priestly ordination 
vows, reminding us that all of our 
training, academic and practical, is 
formation. We need both contextual 
formation and collaboration across 
contexts to meet the current mission 
and ministry needs of the church.

We developed lists of our cur-
rent courses which can be readily 
shared, future needs, and practical 
methods for formation. The critical 
importance of the connection be-
tween formation and ordination was 
discussed, along with accreditation, 
certification, and transferability. The 
diverse settings in which we find 
ourselves demand flexibility, cultural 
awareness, and the ability to analyze 
the ecclesial context.  

These conversations led to con-
sideration of core course content and 
how these foundational courses could 

be shared, supported, and admin-
istered. We are actively exploring 
credentialing options through the 
College of Emmanuel and St. Chad 
and made progress in identifying 
practical considerations for such a 
direction.

WECAN is committed to being a 
learning community and each gather-
ing includes an education component 
for members. Retired Bishop John 
Privett came to share with us the par-

adigm shift in learning assessment: 
assessment for learning rather than 
assessment of learning. 

The next term’s Co-Chairs will be 
Heather McCance (Rupert’s Land) 
and Kara Mandryk (Brandon/Henry 
Budd College).  Focus areas for the 
next year are Formation, Mentoring, 
Assessment, Curriculum Develop-
ment, Informational Technologies, 
Credentialing, and Funding. Partici-
pating dioceses were asked to consid-

By Anne Privett

❑

er financial contributions to WECAN 
for our future development.

WECAN would like to thank the 
Council of the North for their gener-
ous financial support of our gather-
ing. We give thanks to the movement 
of the Spirit of God that enables this 
diverse and dynamic group to collab-
orate in this innovative work in the 
service of our Church.

Twelve members of the Western Educational Collaborative Anglican Network (WECAN) met at Sorrento Centre, BC, from September 10-13.  
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Episkopos 101

As the Diocese of Kootenay pre-
pares for the January 19 Electoral 
Synod, the work of discernment 
continues.  The discernment pro-
cess involves every member of the 
church as together we pray and seek 
guidance and wisdom in choosing 
our next bishop.

Throughout history there have 
been a number of ways that church 
leaders, including bishops have been 
chosen.  A bishop is an ordained, con-
secrated member of the clergy who is 
generally entrusted with a position of 
authority and oversight.  The tradi-
tional role of bishop is as pastor of a 
diocese

Within the Anglican Church (and 
some other communions), bishops 
claim apostolic succession, a direct 
historical lineage dating back to the 
original Twelve Apostles.  Within 
these churches, bishops are seen as 
those who possess the full priesthood 
and can ordain clergy – including 
another bishop.  One who has been 
ordained deacon, priest, and then 
bishop is understood to hold the full-
ness of the priesthood, given respon-
sibility by Christ to govern, teach and 
sanctify the Body of Christ.  Priests, 

deacons and lay ministers cooperate 
and assist their bishops in shepherd-
ing a flock.

The term epískopos, meaning “over-
seer” in Greek, was not from earliest 
times clearly distinguished from the 
term presbyteros, meaning “elder,” 
(which is the origin of the modern En-
glish word priest).  But the term was 
already used in reference to the order 
or office of bishop, and was distinct 
from that of presbyter in the writings 
attributed to Ignatius of Antioch.

The earliest organization of 
the Church in Jerusalem was, accord-
ing to most scholars, similar to that 
of Jewish synagogues.  It had a council 
of ordained presbyters.  In Acts 14:23, 
the Apostle Paul ordains presbyters 
in churches in Asia Minor. 

In the books of Timothy and Ti-
tus in the New Testament, a more 
clearly defined episcopate can be 
seen.  We are told that Paul had 
left Timothy in Ephesus and Titus 
in Crete to oversee the local church.  
Paul instructs Titus to ordain presby-
ters/bishops and to exercise general 
oversight.

Early sources indicate that various 
groups of Christian communities had 

a bishop supported by ordained lead-
ers in local churches.  Eventually the 
bishops were recognized more clearly 
as being overseers of multiple congre-
gations, while deacons and presbyters 
were appointed as bishop’s delegates, 
and mainly served local communities. 
Over time, bishops changed from 
being leader of a church confined to 
an urban area to being the overseer of 
churches in a given geographical area.

In the Anglican tradition (and 
some others), only a bishop can or-
dain other bishops, priests, and dea-
cons.  Bishops are ordained by other 
bishops through the laying on of 
hands. While traditional teaching 
maintains that any bishop with apos-
tolic succession can validly perform 
the ordination of another bishop, 
some churches require two or three 
bishops to participate, either to 
ensure sacramental validity or to 
conform to church law.

Please continue to pray for wis-
dom and discernment as preparation 
for the Electoral Synod continues.  It 
is imperative that we seek God’s guid-
ance and will as a bishop is chosen to 
lead us in this place and time.

❑

EEC Update  

“But select capable individuals from all the people—those who 
fear God, trustworthy people who hate dishonest gain—and 
appoint them as officials over thousands, hundreds, fifties and 
tens.”  Exodus 18:21

The Rev Deacon Richard Simpson is a 
member of the Episcopal Electoral 
Committee
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Editorial

By John Lavender

This year, instead of having a front 
page focused on the season of 
Advent, with its typical classical art 
depicting ‘The Nativity’, we opted 
for a report on a conference held 
at the Sorrento Centre by twelve 
members of the Western Education-
al Collaborative Anglican Network. 

The focus of the conference was on 
local formation, training, education, 
and assessment of candidates for 
priestly ordination. This edition also 
includes news about TiM Creative 
Ministry initiatives. 

If you have been following The 
HighWay since September, you would 
have seen the series of articles by 
Richard Simpson, who has been writ-
ing on behalf of the Episcopal Elector-
al Committee. Richard has outlined 
where the committee is with respect 
to following the Canon to find our 
next Bishop of Kootenay. This month 
he explains how the discernment 
process involves every member of the 
church, as we pray and seek guidance, 
and goes on to describe the earliest 
practices of the Church.

Following encouragement in last 
month’s editorial  asking readers to 
take snapshots of church events, we 
received several photographs from 
Holy Trinity, Grand Forks: “A Blast 
from the Past” depicting the celebra-
tion of a 120 year historical event, for 
which some members of the current 
church dressed up for the occasion.

The Spiritual Development 
Committee submitted an article thus 
month written by Pam Wilson, asking 
the question, “So who do you listen 
to…?” and draws a parallel with the 
process the EEC is going through by 
developing listening hearts.

Randall Fairey’s column takes a 
wide berth from what has  currently 
consumed CoGS much debate regard-
ing same sex marriage. He speculates 
on the concerns of CoGS around faith 
practices, such as “Open Table” and 
Medical Assistance in Dying, (MAID) 
which he will develop further in next 
month’s edition.

Trevor Freeman’s Blog “Love and 
Sacrifice” finds him “paling in com-
parison” to church leaders of old. He 
concludes all we really need to worry 
about is showing up and serving 
those who God has placed around us.

Yme Woensdregt’s article does not 
disappoint regarding the upcoming 
Christmas season. He analyses the 
words of a well-known song “Santa 
Clause is Coming to Town” and gives 
us the “Good News”, and not the “Bad 
News,” through the theology of funny 
paper hero, Calvin, of the ‘Calvin and 
Hobbes’ cartoon.

Finally, Nissa Basbaum has written 
an insightful article, “Words Matter,” 
addressing how words can provoke 
prejudice and lead to unintended 
events, such as the recent mass 
shootings in Jewish synagogues. 
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One of St. Andrew’s TiM goals is to 
reach out further into our neigh-
bourhood. We’re so thrilled to be in 
a Collaborative Learning Partnership 
with Okanagan Mission Secondary 
School. Classes have come to St. 
Andrew’s for hands-on learning about 
drought-resistant and native plants, 
for cemetery tours and for learning 
about the History of the Okanagan 
People.  Jordan Coble offered a won-
derful learning circle with students 
and members of the parish. Through 
this partnership and the creation of 
educational signage (written by the 
Sncewips Heritage Museum) we are 

starting to put down roots in Truth 
and Reconciliation.

OKM teacher Katie Nault said: 
“Partnering with St. Andrew’s has 
been a wonderful addition to our 
Nature & Community class at OKM 
Secondary. It is a unique opportuni-
ty for the students to interact with 
members of the community outside 
of their school environment.  We 
have been lucky enough to have other 
members of the community volun-
teer to take part as well, including 
Okanagan Xeriscape Association, 
XEN Ecological Solutions and Jordan 
Coble from the Sncewips Heritage 
Museum. We look forward to make 
more opportunities in the future!”

It takes a village to meet a TiM 
goal and we’re so excited to be learn-
ing and growing together with our 
neighbours.  

Collaborative Learning Partnership 
St Andrews and Okanagan Mission Secondary School

By Anne Privett

❑

The Rev Anne Privett is the Incumbent of 
St Andrew’s , West Kelowna

So who do you listen to...?

By Pam Wilson

❑

The Rev Pam Wilson is a member of the 
Spiritual Development Committee

As I sit to write on a beautiful Oc-
tober afternoon, I am aware of the 
many signs of change around me as I 
gaze out the window.  The immense 
fall colours are confirmation that the 
wonder of transformation into winter 
is upon us as we anticipate much 
cooler temperatures along with the 
‘stillness’ in the natural outdoors that 
accompanies winter.  In Kootenay, 
for the past five months we have lived 
through a time of big change with 
the retirement of our beloved Bishop 
John.  We miss Bishop John; we don’t 
like change particularly and would 
prefer not to face the movement 

into something new and unknown.  
However, we are called to trust in 
God’s plan and we know from experi-
ence that if we listen attentively and 
prayerfully, we can know with a kind 
of knowing that gives us confidence 
and energy to go on to the next ‘thing’ 
and enter into the flow of change.

The Episcopal Elections Commit-
tee (EEC) having dedicated many 
long hours to implement a process 
for the election of a new Bishop has 
reached the stage of providing a list of 
nominees (by December 15) for all of 
us in Kootenay to review.  We are very 
grateful for the work of the EEC and 
we say thank you, we say thank you 
also, to the nominees, those who have 
let their names stand. So now, at this 
moment the whole Diocesan family 
is called to persevere and continue 
on with the very precious process of 
discernment as the day of the Elector-
al Synod draws closer on January 19, 
1919.  

The word discernment means to 
sort out, to sift through, to distin-
guish, in other words to spend time 
learning about the nominees and 
listening prayerfully to the voice of 
wisdom, the nudging or niggling of 
the Holy Spirit.  ‘Discernment beck-

ons us to be still and listen with the 
“ear of the heart”.  It draws us into 
alignment with God.’*(p.7) Listening 
to the call of Spirit happens when our 
heart is open and our intellect is qui-
eted.  Opening the heart happens in a 
quiet prayerful moment, often alone.  
It is not time for thinking and inner 
talking but simply time for being 
in the presence of God and waiting 
patiently.  It is a time for being still 
and quiet after all the thinking and 
wondering and talking and going 
back and forth has happened and is 
given to God.  It is a time to listen in 
the heart and to trust the movement 
of Spirit. 

When the Spirit of truth comes, 
Spirit will guide you into all the truth; 
for Spirit will not speak on Spirit’s 
own, but will speak whatever Spirit 
hears, and will declare to you the 
things that are to come. (John 16)

It might seem that the work of 
discernment is only for those who are 
in attendance at the Electoral Synod 
but not so because the whole Dioc-
esan family is called to review the 
published material for each nomi-
nee and to open hearts to the call of 
Spirit praying for the will of God to be 
declared.  In mid January, the whole 

assembly of Electoral Synod will 
be engaged in active discernment, 
sifting through a plethora of infor-
mation sources, all the while seeking 
the call of Spirit as the moment to 
vote arrives.  As we know, all prayer 
invites the stirring of Spirit into 
action drawing one to the will of God.  
Although we are not present on the 
Synod floor we are called to pray, to 
hold the nominees, the delegates, and 
the whole electoral process in prayer 
continuing to ask Spirit’s energy to 
touch and open heart’s and to move 
the assembly in the direction of de-
claring God’s desire for the election of 
a Bishop for Kootenay.  

‘Jesus gave the words “Thy will be 
done” to his disciples; his followers 
have been praying them ever since.  
Let us pray together for the move-
ment of Spirit in our hearts for the 
election of a bishop so that we can 
live into these words of the Lord’s 
Prayer and all that they imply.’*(p.1) 
Amen

*Farnham, Suzanne G., Hull, Stephanie A., 
Mclean, R. Taylor (1996). ‘Grounded in God: lis-
tening hearts discernment for group deliberations’. 
Revised ed. Morehouse Publishing, New York, NY.

The Rev Anne Privett and Jordon Coble of the Sncewips Heritage Museum start to put down roots in 
Truth and Reconciliation.
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No matter what age any of us is, we 
have all heard and likely used the 
expression, “sticks and stones may 
break my bones, but names will 
never hurt me.”  Wouldn’t it be nice 
if this were really true?

I grew up in a Montreal neighbour-
hood populated by Roman Catholics 
and Jews. I spent most of my free 
time with children from each of these 
religious communities and, for the 
most part, there was no religious 
antagonism or animosity; yet, we 
weren’t completely free of prejudice. I 
have one particular memory of being 
called a “dirty Jew” by a playmate 
and, while I don’t spend a lot of time 
thinking about this, I have never for-
gotten it. It wouldn’t surprise me if I 
responded with “sticks and stones my 
break my bones, but names will never 
hurt me.” But if I did, it would have 
been a lie; the fact that I can still re-

call the incident and that when I do, I 
am transported right back to the time 
and place that it happened, suggests 
that I was deeply hurt by these words 
being flung at me.

This episode from my childhood 
came back to me last weekend in the 
wake of the killings at Tree of Life 
Synagogue in Pittsburgh, Pennsylva-
nia. While my conversion to Christi-
anity took place more than half my 
life ago, I have never stopped being 
Jewish. What I might or might not 
believe about Jesus Christ has a way 
of taking a back seat when I am con-
fronted by hate killings, particularly 
those directed against my religion 
and culture of origin. Blood is defi-
nitely thicker than water.

In the days following the massacre, 
I watched an interview on television 
of a Jewish woman who talked about 
the historical place of Jews in most 
societies as having been, and continu-
ing to be, “on the outside.” Her anal-
ysis of this suggested that it wasn’t 
necessarily Jews isolating themselves 
from others; rather, they are now 
and have generally been regarded 
by others as not belonging. In that 
interview, her reflection on Donald 
Trump’s more recent speeches, in 
which he uses the word globalist, was 
for me the most revealing. Calling 
himself a nationalist (in contrast to 
a patriot), the American president 
has said this, “A globalist is a per-
son that wants the globe to do well, 

frankly, not caring about our country 
so much. And you know what? We 
can’t have that… I’m a nationalist.” 
Describing Jews as actually being a 
part of the wider globe, rather than 
a member of any particular nation, 
this woman made it abundantly clear 
that Trump’s language plays into an 
encouragement of anti-Semitic action 
against a people who have never 
belonged, thereby putting contem-
porary Jews in American society at 
greater risk for the kind of killings 
that took place in Pittsburgh. 

I began piecing together my 
thoughts around this latest massa-
cre shortly after it happened. I now 
find myself writing down these same 
thoughts shortly before November 
11. Much of this year’s Remembrance 
Day recollections has quite rightly 
pointed toward the 100th anniversary 
of the end of World War I.  In light of 
the killings in Pittsburgh and the sta-
tistically documented recent rise of 
anti-Semitic acts in the United States, 
however, I have found myself focused 
on the Second World War and Adolf 
Hitler’s assault and murder of any in 
Germany and beyond who did not ful-
fill his desire for a pure Aryan nation, 
in particular, the Jews. 

In all of this, I have been transport-
ed back to my university days and 
a film called “Triumph of the Will,” 
created by German director, Leni 
Riefenstahl. “Triumph of the Will” 
was a documentary, propagandizing 

the Third Reich’s 1934 Nuremberg 
Party Rally. While Hitler had numer-
ous henchmen who carried out his 
heinous wishes, Riefenstahl, through 
her unquestionable talent for string-
ing words and pictures together, cap-
tured the German people’s imagina-
tion and, because of this, may actually 
have been one of the most powerful of 
Hitler’s advocates. Upon her arrest at 
the end of World War II, however, she 
was only classified as a Nazi “sym-
pathizer” and was never associated 
with any of the war crimes which had 
taken place. 

My thoughts have turned to 
Riefenstahl because it appears that 
more than a half century after the 
Second World War, we continue 
to live in the shadow of those who 
maintain that words don’t matter and 
that the subliminal (and often not so 
subliminal) messages from people 
like the president of the United States 
bear no relationship or responsibil-
ity to mass shootings like the one 
in Pittsburgh. As I learned from my 
childhood experience, words abso-
lutely matter. Sticks and stones may 
indeed break my bones, but names 
will also hurt me. 

It might well be important for us 
to say what we think, but it would 
also be important for us to think 
about what we say… before we actual-
ly say it. Lives may ultimately depend 
on this.

By Nissa Basbaum

Nissa Basbaum is the Dean of  
St Michael & All Angels Cathedral  
in Kelowna

Words matter

Blast from the past

Rev. William F. Gover was the first resident priest of Holy Trinity Anglican Church in Grand Forks.  The 
initial service was held on October 30, 1898 in the local School House.  There was a congregation of 21 
people and the collection amounted to $3.40.  To celebrate this 120 year historical event, some members 
of the current church “dressed up“ for the special occasion.

Back Row:   Rev. Austin Spry (Current Rector) Middle Row:  Sharlie McCreadie, Anne Higgs, Joy Fincham, 
Norma Smith, Rosalie Moore, Trisha Purdue, Simon Shenstone (retired Priest), Eva Foeze
Seated: Juno Shenstone. 
Photograph by Joyce O’Doherty

Holy Trinity Grand Forks

❑

On November 1, 1998, Rev George and Catherine Pell were married at St. Stephen’s Anglican church in 
Calgary.  The incumbent priest was Rev. Bob Purdy who married them. 

20 years later, the Pell’s and the Purdy’s both are worshiping at Holy Trinity Anglican church in Grand 
Forks, BC.  On the occasion of the Pell’s 20th wedding anniversary, they were given a blessing by the man 
who married them, Rev. Bob Purdy. 
Photograph by Rosalie Moore

❑
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CoGS WHEELS  

By Randall Fairey

Randall Fairey is a Provincial Delegate to the 
Council of General Synod (CoGS) 

Speculations on faith practices

❑

Our Together in Mission (TiM) cam-
paign started with four pilot parishes.  
Today some 20 parishes are involved and 
we have raised over $1.7 million in dona-
tions and pledges. 

We have created engaged parishes - 
engaged congregations – where members 
have reached out to each other in new 
ways.  TiM is about more than raising 
funds; it’s about creating a future for our 
parishes and for our Diocese.

TiM funds are being used in creative 
ways to reach out to neighbours, grow in 
faith, and renew our buildings.  Congre-
gations from Cranbrook to Okanagan 
Mission and New Denver to the Cathedral 
in Kelowna have begun using TiM funds 
on their local initiatives.  

Funds are going to outreach in our 
communities, to fund school lunch 
programs, women’s shelters and other 
programs to feed, clothe and shelter the 
homeless and those in need.

We have reached throughout our 
diocese and beyond, to support active 
learning by laity and clergy through the 
Kootenay School of Ministry and locally 
raised clergy programs.  Our Diocese has 

sent more than $100,000 to our national 
church to support ministry in the Council 
of the North with transportation through-
out their vast region.

Funds are being used to maintain our 
church buildings, develop better com-
munication tools like parish websites, 
and spending $85,000 to enable more 
programs and facility upgrades at Camp 
Owaissi including hiring a fulltime camp 
director.  Congregations are exploring 
their faith with guided retreats and spiri-
tual exploration events.

Through the $200,000 available to 
fund Faith Formation and Creative 
Ministry programs and activities, we 
are providing opportunities for innova-
tive, experimental and creative worship 
programs including jazz vespers, theatre 
ministry and Messy Church, to create a 
welcoming environment for families and 
those not accustomed to the rituals of 
our services.

The worshipping community in Gold-
en has embarked on an ambitious year 
of discernment with the support of TiM 
funding from the Diocese.

We have barely scratched the surface 
of what we can do with the enthusiasm 
and funding now available through 
TiM.  We have funding available for new, 
innovative ministry, faith formation and 
outreach programs in our diocese.  All 
that’s needed to receive funding is to ask.  
But we’re not being asked!

Why aren’t more parishes accessing 
this funding?  Here is a call to access 
funding that is available and simple 
directions on how to apply.  

What’s available is almost $200,000 in 

grants to fund innovative “Creative Min-
istry” and “Faith Formation” initiatives 
and projects.  “Messy Church” is one such 
initiative, along with liturgical change in 
the form of Jazz Vespers and other forms 
of creative ministry.

Opportunities abound to work on 
our faith.  Funding is available to attend 
workshops and conferences; to bring in 
guest presenters to help us explore where 
our faith is taking us, to boldly go where 
no Anglicans have gone before!

Our “Creative Ministry” fund is look-
ing for innovative, creative proposals.  We 
need new ideas; different ways of min-
istering to the myriad of problems and 
issues we encounter in our daily lives.  
We know that as you solve the world’s 
problems over coffee on Sunday morn-
ing, ideas emerge for how to improve our 
church, our outreach ministry, and our 
pastoral care programs.  If implement-
ing those ideas has a financial cost, TiM 
funding can help.

The “Faith Formation” fund supports 
initiatives that enhance the faith of our 
congregations as well as initiatives that 
reach out to share our faith.  Local par-
ishes have used TiM funding to support 
retreats and bible study programs; to 
sponsor attendance at a variety of con-
ferences, workshops and hold outreach 
events in their communities.

Ideas for new initiatives and for 
existing programs are welcome.  
Our spiritual lives are a journey – a 
journey of discovery and learning; a 
journey of teaching and sharing.  An 
opportunity to follow an intentional 
course of evolving faith and spiritual 

renewal.  We are on this journey of life 
together, with a God who supports us 
in all things.  

The prophet Micah asked “What 
does the Lord require of us?”  He 
answered by telling us “To do jus-
tice, love kindness, and walk humbly 
with our God.”  Micah is telling all 
of us that we have a choice.  We can 
stumble along on our faith journey, 
or we can grab opportunities such as 
those presented by this TiM funding 
to reach out to help others, by sharing 
what we have with anyone in need 
and by developing a closer relation-
ship with God.

We invite you to be creative.  No 
idea is too small or too large.  All will 
be considered.  Come up with an 
idea.  Work with your congregation 
and clergy.  And submit a proposal for 
either a “Creative Ministry” or “Faith 
Formation” project to the diocesan 
office attention Archdeacon Trevor 
Freeman (exec@kootenay.info).  

We know that there will be change 
in our Diocese.  We will be electing a 
new bishop and adjusting to declin-
ing congregations and reduced clergy 
numbers.  TiM gives us the tools and 
resources, including funding, needed 
to move forward, to adjust to these 
changes.

Through the generosity of so many 
members of our diocese, TiM is lead-
ing us in new directions and enabling 
us to do infinitely more than we could 
have asked or imagined just 
over three years ago! ❑

TiM the continuing story...

Submitted by the  
TiM Continuation Committee

Last month I discussed the approach-
ing controversies around the Second 
Reading at General Synod of the 
Amendment to the Marriage Canon.  
I doubt anyone would argue that this 
issue has not consumed a large amount 
of theological discourse and spiritual 
reflection, and that the controversy 
surrounding the conduct and blessing 
of same-gender marriages in the Church 
has not resulted in strained bonds of 
affection between Anglicans worldwide, 
and disunity for parishes and dioceses at 
home. At CoGS, at Synods, at the House 
of Bishops, in parishes and in homes, the 
topic has garnered more attention than 
anyone would have imagined. Yet it is the 
wrestling with such topics and seeking 
the mind of the Holy Spirit that enriches 
our church; how dull and easy it would 
be, if we did not have to ponder questions 
of doctrine, and challenge ourselves to be 
honest in seeking justice, loving kindness, 
and walking humbly with our God (Micah 

6:8).
This month I am looking ahead to 

speculate on two other issues which I 
believe are likely headed our way;  those 
which may continue to increasingly 
challenge our church and our faith and 
our practices. The first of these is the 
issue known as “Open Table” and the 
second are the growing reality of Medical 
Assistance in Dying (MAID).  I intend to 
address the former this month and the 
MAID question in a later column. Both 
of these inherently contain complex con-
siderations of theology and practice and I 
think each has not been widely addressed 
in any depth across the Anglican Church 
of Canada perhaps because of collective 
weariness around the other insistent 
controversies in our religious lives, such 
as the redefinition of marriage. 

It is interesting that a secular app 
known as “Open Table” is used to make 
online dining reservations – ie; to book 
a place for dining at a certain time and 
at a certain restaurant. Of course, the 
term does not in any way apply to a place 
at the Eucharistic Table except it does 
tangentially remind us that such a place 
requires planning and forethought, and 
that there are limitations as to availabil-
ity.  In simplistic terms, “Open Table” in 
our Church encompasses the question of 
the requirements for being permitted the 
profound privilege of participating in the 
sacrament of the Eucharist, and thereby 
express both a personal, and a corporate 
spiritual relationship with Jesus Christ. 

And reduced to a basic question, should 
participation in the Eucharist require 
baptism at a minimum, with the corollary 
being should the Eucharist be open only 
to the baptized?

In recent times there have been 
declarative positions in various Anglican 
churches including the Anglican Church 
of Canada. In April 2012 our National 
House of Bishops issued a clear state-
ment on the matter;

“We have been made aware through 
media articles and pastoral visits by 
bishops that in some parts of Canada a 
practice of “Open Table” has begun. This 
involves admitting people to Holy Com-
munion before baptism.  We recognize 
that this practice arises out of a deep 
concern to express Christian hospitality.  
However, we unanimously reaffirm our 
understanding that the Eucharist is the 
sacrament for the baptized. We do not 
see this as changing for the foreseeable 
future. At our next meeting, the bishops  
will discuss and offer guidance to the 
church on Christian hospitality and mis-
sion and how these relate to the Table of 
Christ.”

I think it is fair to say that seven 
years later not much has changed, as 
was predicted. Certainly, the matter 
has taken a back seat to the subject of 
gender, sexuality, and marriage and has 
not as yet coalesced into a problematic 
or unsettling concern for the majority of 
Anglicans. Notwithstanding,  the chal-
lenges of responding to people in our 

midst sincerely desiring to learn about 
Christ and perhaps seek a personal faith 
relationship, have left us with no easy 
answers. This is far more than about 
simply welcoming people into our ser-
vices; this is about inviting a conversation 
about our baptismal covenants and what 
it means to be a practicing [Anglican] 
Christian. It is also an important evange-
listic opportunity to engage a person who 
expresses a desire to overtly participate 
in the Eucharist, to learn what it means 
theologically and in spiritual practice. 
And so, before we become polarized in a 
simplistic approve-disapprove dialectic, 
we need to pursue more education and 
have broad and meaningful dialogue 
on the topic with fellow Anglicans.  If 
this is evolving to become more urgent 
and relevant, then there is still much to 
learn and study.  Moreover, we do need 
to understand and respect the wisdom 
and authority of our Bishops who are 
uniquely informed  by their theological 
training and practical experience.  And 
more importantly in the episcopal tradi-
tion, we recognize that when we elect our 
Bishops , we call on the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit, with the expectation in faith 
that they will teach and guide us wisely in 
the difficult and multi-faceted questions 
about the dimensions of our faith. 

So if this topic is beginning to speak 
to you, as I believe it will, I commend to 
you further reading by searching several 
online references from the Episcopal 
Diocese of Newark, New Jersey  which 
has a Task Force (on Open Table) that 
has reported over several years. In the 
Canadian Anglican experience, articles 
by the Rev. Martha Tatarnic published  in 
the Anglican Theological Review are in 
depth, and worth reading.
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By Yme Woensdregt

Bad news and good news

The Rev Dr Yme Woensdregt is the 
Dean of East Kootenay and Incumbent 
for Christ Church, Cranbrook.

❑

Do you remember the old joke 
about good news and bad news? 
Well, I have some bad news and some 
good news for you.

Let me give you the bad news first. 
I’m pretty sure you already know it. 
Unfortunately, many people in our so-
ciety think that this is not bad news, 
but good news. Here it is. Ready?

        Oh, ya better watch out, ya better not cry,
ya better not pout, I’m telling you why:
Santa Claus is coming to town. 

       He’s making a list and checking it twice,
gonna find out who’s naughty and nice:
Santa Claus is coming to town. 

       He sees you when you’re sleeping;
he knows when you’re awake;
he knows if you’ve been bad or good,
so be good for goodness’ sake.

         Oh ya better watch out, ya better not cry,
ya better not pout, I’m telling you why:
Santa Claus is coming to town.

Can you imagine any worse news 
than that? Someone making a list? 
Checking it twice? Could you mea-
sure up? Someone checking up on us 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week, when 
we’re sleeping, when we’re awake, no 
matter what we’re doing.

It’s like the old song by The Po-
lice—“Every breath you take, every 
move you make every bond you 
break, every step you take, I’ll be 
watching you.” It’s not really a love 
song. It’s the song of a stalker.

The same with this Christmas 
song. Santa knows everything you do 
… just like Big Brother. He decides 
to reward or punish us on the basis 
of how we have behaved. The song 

warns us from the very beginning 
that this is bad news. It begins, “You 
better watch out.” I love what the 
famous theologian Calvin (of Calvin & 
Hobbes) says: “I’m having a lot of hol-
iday stress — deep down, I doubt my 
greed for presents can overcome my 
desire to misbehave.” It’s bad news. If 
the gift depends on whether I’ve been 
able to toe the line, I’m never going to 
get it.

Now let me give you the good 
news. It comes from Luke’s gospel: 
“Do not be afraid; for I am bringing 
you good news of great joy for all the 
people: to you is born in the city of 
David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, 
the Lord.”

This is good news for the world. 
It is good news about wholeness and 
grace and compassion and justice 
and peace. God’s news is not punish-
ment or reward based on how we be-
have. God’s gift is given to all people. 
It doesn’t depend on us. It depends on 
the grace and generosity of our God, 
who loves to give. God’s good news 
embraces all people; it heals and 
restores us. It is a vision of peace and 
well–being for all people.

Don’t be afraid. That’s the good 
news of Advent and Christmas. Come 
to me, and do not be anxious. A Sav-
iour is born, who will take our fears 
away and make us whole; who will 
forgive us and set all things right; who 
will mend our broken souls, strength-

ening us and setting us free from 
everything that tries to enslave us.

I’m writing this partly “tongue–in–
cheek” of course. But it’s also half–se-
rious. I read recently that “both faith 
and fear require belief in something 
you can’t see: pick one.”

When I get lost in the daily re-
minders of hate, ignorance, violence 
and greed, then the fear takes hold. 
When I ground myself in the uni-
verse’s deep assurance of renewal and 
rebirth, I am set free to see the kind-
ness in everyday acts, the persistence 
of resistance against divisions, the in-
spiration of creativity in many forms.

The good news of Christian faith 
is that we don’t gotta “watch out”. We 
can rest in the embracing love of God. 
God is coming, but not with a list to 
check up on us, not with a list to see 
if we’ve been bad or good, not with 
a list to check off whether we will be 
healed or zapped. God is coming with 
love which casts fear away. God is 
coming to heal our lives. God is com-
ing to forgive our sin and embrace 
us in love. God is coming to ease our 
anxiety and wash away our despair.

Do not be afraid! This is good 
news of great joy — to you, to me, and 
to all the world. Don’t be afraid. To us 
poor, fearful, anxious people, God is 
coming. Don’t be afraid.

❑

The Ven. Trevor Freeman is the 
Executive Archdeacon for the  
Diocese of Kootenay.     
The following article comes from 
his blog on “The Community.” 
http://thecommunity.anglican.ca/

By Trevor Freeman

Love and sacrifice

As a church leader it’s pretty easy to 
find myself paling in comparison to 
church leaders of old.

Those stories that many of us have 
heard of priests of old striding tall 
and boldly into the wilderness or the 
slum. The ones who built their own 

little cabin and lived on the edge of 
survival to serve their village or city. 
The ones who sacrificed so much to 
serve God’s people.

More recent generations of clergy 
children will tell you of underpaid 
and absent parents. These are stories 
of clergy who were never there and 
always lived in poorly maintained 
rectories. From the perspective of 
some of these now grown children, 
these are clergy who were obligated 
to sacrifice too much.

And so, I find myself reflecting 
on leadership. Recognizing that love 
requires sacrifice but that real love 
and real sacrifice are only found as 
a result of a free and unencumbered 
choice. 

I know I live in the distant shadow 
of those heroic clergy. I know I also 
live in the more recent shadow of 

those other heroic clergy who had to 
sacrifice too much. I also know that 
self-care for clergy has entered into 
our lexicon and is part of the forma-
tion of our clergy. We recognized that 
many of the sacrifices of clergy in the 
recent past have been impositions 
more than choices. We’ve tried as a 
church community to re-balance the 
scales.

But as I reflect on my own lead-
ership the question of sacrifice as a 
practice of love remains. In what way 
does my life reflect the love I have for 
God and the people God has called 
me to serve? Yes, I keep showing up at 
church on Sundays and the office in 
between. I even manage to go to the 
homes of parishioners on a semi-reg-
ular basis. I preach and I pray and 
I work. It is a full life that requires 
much the same as a lawyer or police 
officer or nurse or teacher. It may not 
be enough, however, for my life in 

ministry to look like the life of other 
professionals.

Love needs to be communicated 
and I hope that my preaching and 
prayer and work does that. It is essen-
tial to my calling to be an exemplar of 
Christ’s love and His love was exem-
plified by sacrifice. His love was made 
known by freely giving His life away in 
teaching, healing, serving, and death, 
without obligation or encumbrance. 
Acknowledging that means that freely 
striving to make the right sacrifices is 
part of my calling and communicates 
love in a way that very little else does. 

Ultimately, that’s what this is 
about. It’s not about making sacrific-
es for their own sake and not about 
being obligated to give up more than 
we are called. It is about making the 
right sacrifices. That is, making the 
sacrifices that communicate that our 
priority is God’s love and the people 
we’re called to serve. 

Calvin and Hobbes gets Christmas
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NB Anglican sees larger role 
for church in social enter-
prise

An Anglican who runs a “tool 
library” in Saint John, N.B., says an 
untapped opportunity for growth in 
the Anglican Church of Canada could 
lie in social enterprise.

Brent Harris, a member of the 
city’s Anglican Church of the Resur-
rection, recently launched the Saint 
John Tool Library & DIY Centre, 
which allows its members to borrow 
tools as they need them. The centre 
charges money for the memberships 
and for how-to classes that it offers 
the public, but it is a social enterprise, 
Harris says, because it sees its success 
as lying not in profits, but in serving 
the public and “helping people see an 
embodied gospel.”

If the church were to foster the 
growth of such enterprises, he says, it 
could both attract more young people 
and reduce the social isolation of its 
elderly members, by engaging retired 
Anglicans to volunteer to teach young 
people new skills, and by increasing 
the presence of the church in the 
community.

“Social enterprises need volun-
teers during their start-up phase, and 
for the next 10 years, we will have a 
huge influx of retirees who will want 
to connect with their community in a 
tangible way,” he says. 

“There is a track here for the 
church to be in the business of turn-
ing strangers into neighbours, and 
that will cause people to say, ‘What’s 
this about?’ ” he says.
—The New Brunswick Anglican

Priest wounded by parcel 
bomb preaches reconcilia-
tion at Edmonton cathedral

The key to reconciliation is to fo-
cus on memories that are redemptive 
rather destructive, Canon Michael 
Lapsley, an Anglican anti-apartheid 
activist who lost both his hands to a 
parcel bomb in South Africa, told a 
congregation at All Saints’ Cathedral 
in Edmonton September 30.

“Those who’ve had horrible things 
done to them have every reason to 
hate, to be bitter, to want revenge,” 
Lapsley said in a sermon for Orange 
Shirt Day, which commemorates 
survivors of the residential school 
system. “But in the end, those things 
do not destroy our enemies. They 
destroy us.”

Healing comes from keeping the 
kind of memories the Bible encourag-
es us to have, he said—memories of 
the good that comes from evil and of 

Canada News Briefs
By Tali Folkins
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the life that comes from death.
Lapsley has served as honorary 

canon for healing and reconciliation 
at the cathedral since 2017, and holds 
a similar title at St. George’s Cathedral 
in Cape Town, South Africa.

Born in New Zealand, Lapsley 
went to South Africa as a missionary 
in 1973 and became active in the an-
ti-apartheid movement. He was exiled 
from South Africa and came to live in 
Zimbabwe, where, in 1990, he opened 
a parcel bomb that nearly killed him, 
destroying both his hands and severe-
ly damaging his eyesight and hearing. 
In 1998, he founded the Institute for 
Healing of Memories, which gives 
workshops in South Africa on healing.
—The Messenger

BC church pulls together, 
rises again after near-clo-
sure

Four years after a recommenda-
tion that it be closed, a Vancouver 
Island church was assessed by the di-
ocese of British Columbia as healthy, 
thanks to staunch revitalization ef-
forts by its members, say the church’s 
wardens and rector.

Some years ago, a diocesan review 
team recommended that St. Michael 
and All Angels Anglican Church, in 
Chemainus, B.C., be disestablished. 
The church had been suffering from 
dissension among its members, 
which had led to many leaving, and 
financial problems. 

But the parish developed a five-
year plan for growth, says warden 
Hilary Findlay. Within two years, the 
diocese’s assessment had changed to 
“in transition”; and in another two, to 
“healthy.”

The church, Findlay says, took 
a number of steps to increase its 
presence in the community, including 
making the church a tourist desti-
nation by opening it up for public 
viewing, hosting an annual parade of 
veterans and creating a local classical 
music society. 

Over the past three years, the 
church has also been pursuing the 
development of attainable housing on 
its property, says its rector, the Rev. 
Michael Wimmer.

Another of the church’s wardens, 
David Johnston, says he and his wife 
have appreciated the friendliness of 
the church’s members since they first 
started attending six or seven years 
ago. 

“Personal contact seems to have 
been a constant…and is one of the 
main reasons the parish continues 
to grow at a steady pace. There is a 
sense of community and warmth in 
the parish which seems to have envel-
oped us,” he says.
—The Diocesan Post

Toronto churches unite for 
online service

Eight parishes in the diocese of To-
ronto’s Toronto East Deanery joined 
together for a live-streamed service in 
August.

The idea for the service originated 
when a member of the congregation 
who had been asked to preach ex-
pressed some nervousness about the 
idea of the congregation not having 
anything to look at while he spoke, 
says the Rev. Jeanette Lewis, incum-
bent of the Church of St. Barnabas 
on the Danforth. From the idea of 
putting something on the web to 
accompany his sermon evolved the 
thought of live-streaming a service 
to the other churches in the deanery, 
and to anybody else who wanted to 
follow it, she says. 

On August 19, cameras filmed 
the service at St. Barnabas, while 
the other congregations followed it 
on large screens and devices they 
carried. The other parishes turned 
off their screens after the exchange 
of the Peace in order to celebrate the 
Eucharist separately. But St. Barnabas 
continued to live-stream the service, 
which was followed by 117 people 
separately around the world.

Lewis is now planning other 
ways of using the Internet to get the 
church’s voice to people. 

“It’s a wonderful opportunity to 
spread the Word,” she says. “You can 
see it on the streets. People aren’t 
looking at each other; they’re look-
ing at their phones and listening to 
what’s playing in their ears. We need 
to reach out to them in those ways. 
Otherwise, we’re not going to be 
heard.”
—The Anglican

Diocese of Niagara announc-
es funding for university 
chaplaincies

The diocese of Niagara will be 
providing a total of $30,000 in finan-
cial support for the next two years to 
three ecumenical university chap-
laincies, at Brock University, McMas-
ter University and the University of 
Guelph, the diocese announced this 
September. 

The chaplaincies, which involve 
co-operation among the Anglican, 
United and Presbyterian churches, 
provide a range of services on cam-
pus, ranging from personal support to 
theological reflection and worship. 

Each chaplaincy also has its own 
unique elements. The chaplaincy at 
Guelph involves, among other things, 
a weekly worship service open to peo-
ple on campus or off, and a series of 
labyrinth walks using portable canvas 
labyrinths. Brock’s chaplaincy in-
cludes a Big Questions Club, in which 
students talk about faith and other 
issues. The McMaster chaplaincy fea-
tures a “soup and selah” program—a 
weekly reflection followed by a 
meal—along with other organized 
spiritual or social events.

The chaplaincy grants are awarded 
to a maximum of $8,500 per year. The 
diocese does not publish amounts of 
individual chaplaincy grants. 

Since the chaplaincy grant pro-
gram was created in 2014, it has dis-
bursed $30,000 to support program 
expenses, salary, ministry-related 
capital costs and other chaplaincy 
expenses. 
—The Niagara Anglican


