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Did you know that our national 
church has an “environment com-
mittee”?  It’s called the “Creation 
Matters Working Group of General 
Synod.”  The group is co-chaired by 
Dean Ken Gray from St. Paul’s Cathe-
dral in Kamloops and Nancy Harvey, 
a lay person from Diocese of Huron.  
We meet via conference call about 
once every four to six weeks.  Our 
mission is to help Canadian Angli-
cans meet our commitment to the 
fifth Mark of Mission “to safeguard 
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Creation Matters—Right?

the integrity of creation and sustain 
and renew the life of the earth.”

One of the most pressing issues of 
our time is climate disruption.  We all 
experienced it this year with higher 
than normal spring floods, massive 
forest fires, and persistently smoky 
skies.  Climate disruption is caused 
by increasing levels of carbon dioxide 
and other greenhouse gases in our 
atmosphere.  We urgently need to 
reduce or eliminate our use of fossil 
fuels in order to reduce our carbon 
emissions.  Many of these emissions 
come from driving cars and heating 
our homes and buildings.

Over the past few years, “Creation 

Matters” offered a Green Audit Program 
for church buildings.  The program 
was a joint project with “Faith and the 
Common Good” in Toronto.  As such 
it had good uptake in Ontario, but we 
lacked budget for the green auditor to 
travel across our huge country.

This year we are running two 
pilot projects of a new Green Buildings 
Program.  One pilot is in the Diocese 
of Fredericton and the other is right 
here in our own Diocese of Kootenay!  
Our plan is to work with local elec-
tricity and natural gas companies to 
take advantage of their offerings of 
low cost energy audits and financial 
rebates for improving the energy 

efficiency of our buildings. Reducing 
energy use in our buildings will lower 
our carbon emissions and reduce our 
utility bills.  A win – win!  I am in the 
process of collecting utility bill data 
for churches, halls, and rectories in 
order to identify the buildings most in 
need of energy audits and/ or im-
provements.  I will report on progress 
in future issues of The HighWay.

Some dioceses have their own 
Creation Matters groups.  If you feel 
called to join in caring for creation 
here in Kootenay, please contact me 
at robertsenvr@shaw.ca or call 250-
354-7004.  Julia Roberts, St. Saviour’s, 
Nelson. ❑

mailto:robertsenvr@shaw.ca
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By Archbishop 
John E. Privett

Dear Friends,

This month I continue with my 
focus on “Nurturing Faithful Com-
munities” and the “7 Marks of a 
Healthy Church.” Just this past week, 
I was in conversation with a priest 
and a warden in two different con-
gregations who spoke to me about 
their concerns about their parish. 
They told me that the parishioners 
are aging, that there are not a lot of 
new people in the pew, and that with 
some recent departures due to death 
or moving, they were having trouble 
making their monthly budget. They 
were concerned about the future. We 
talked about their situations and the 
challenges they were facing and I was 
able to say that this is a conversation 
that could take place in many con-
gregations right across the country 
and across several denominations 
in these changing times. The good 
news is that many congregations are 
beginning to reflect on these chal-
lenges and are looking at how they 
might adapt to a new cultural con-
text. Several Dioceses have developed 
very good resources to think about 
how they go about their ministry and 
make adjustments for the future. We 
will hear more about this at our Syn-
od in April. The Church of England 
conducted a major study of congrega-

tions that were thriving and identified 
7 characteristics common to these 
churches.

The second mark which was iden-
tified is that healthy churches have 
an outward looking focus.  They look 
beyond themselves, beyond their Sun-
day worship and “in house” activities 
and engaged the wider community 
with a vision of faith as touching the 
whole of life. The life of the Church is 
not the goal which consumes most 
of their energy, but they are motivat-
ed by a sense of God’s mission and 
God’s love for the whole of creation.  
For many years we have understood 
the mission of the church to be the 
creation and maintenance of congre-
gations and structures which invite 
people to “join” and “participate” in 
the worship, committees and activ-
ities of the congregation. This was a 
model that worked well in a stable 
cultural environment, but we know 
that we no longer live in that kind of 
stable context.  Change is afoot and 
there are many competing ways for 
people to spend their time. What 
the second mark underlines, is that 
a faithful Christian community lives 
“the truth that no group is happy or 
healthy unless it has a task to fulfill 
beyond itself.” (The Healthy Churches’ 

Handbook, p. 22)
These churches do not have slick 

programs or easy answers to offer, 
but they are not afraid to get involved 
with the messiness of life, where the 
needs of the world exist. Frederick 
Buechner is famously remembered 
for saying that the place God calls 
you to is the place where your deep 
gladness and the world’s deep hunger 
meet.  He wrote that about individual 
vocations, but it is also a good word 
for congregations thinking about 
their own mission. A congregation 
which regularly asks “What are the 
needs of our village, town or city?” 
and then seeks ways to respond 
which are realistic, achievable and 
makes room for others to participate 
has opened a doorway into the future.  
Such congregations are passionate 
about justice and peace locally and 
globally. At our recent clergy confer-
ence, the Rev. Elizabeth Hueter, the 
incumbent at St. David’s in Castlegar 
and our Diocesan Refugee co-ordina-
tor, reported that most congregations 
who have sponsored refugee families 
have completed their year of sponsor-
ship! She spoke of the hardworking 
committees, the wonderful financial 
support of individuals both in and 
outside of those congregations, and 

In My View

Page 2                                                                                                                                                                                       the highWay December2017

Submissions & Deadlines: All articles, advertising and correspondence submitted to The HighWay is 
subject to editing for length, clarity, timeliness, appropriateness and style in accordance with the Canadian 
Press. Letters should be limited to 250 words, columns and articles no more than 600 words. Please include 
with all submissions your name, e-mail address and parish, as well as the name of the photographer, if ap-
plicable. Deadline for submissions is the first of the month prior to publication unless otherwise indicated.

Advertising material and inquiries should be addressed to the Advertising Manager, Angela Rush,  
905-630-0390 or thehighway.ads@gmail.com  Payment is to be made directly to the Diocese of Kootenay. 
Advertisers will be invoiced on an issue by issue basis. Payment must be received not more than 60 days 
after publication. 

Advertising Policy: The acceptance of advertisement does not imply endorsement by the diocese or any 
of its principals. Advertisers and advertising agencies assume liability for all content, including text, 
representations and illustrations, and also assume responsibility for any claims and costs arising there 
from. Display advertising for commercial parties is available in accordance with our ethics and advertising 
policy, which is available on our rate card. 

Printed and mailed by Webnews Printing Inc. North York ON.
A section of the Anglican Journal.

Privacy Protection: Photographs and articles submitted to The HighWay for publication requires that au-
thors and photographers have received permission from parents or guardians of all minors (under 18) that 
have their names or whereabouts published in The HighWay.

❑

Part 2       7 the new ecumenical and communi-
ty co-operation that has developed.  
Elizabeth said that together we have 
sponsored 53 individuals and that 
at least one group is working on a 
second sponsorship. That is such 
wonderful news – for the refugee fam-
ilies, but also for the congregations 
who have built bridges across denom-
inations and into our communities! 
For that we give thanks and celebrate 
the new relationships that have been 
discovered.

Under this 2nd mark of a healthy 
church falls the importance of 
making connections between faith 
and daily living.  We have launched a 
season of vocation in our diocese, but 
too often this is reduced to thinking 
about what “ministry” one does with-
in the congregation.  We are all called 
to ministry and most lay people will 
find their ministry not on Sunday 
morning but through the rest of the 
week in the places of work, family and 
community. Healthy churches sup-
port and equip parishioners to live 
their faith in the whole of life.  

Finally, the connections between 
the community, the world and the 
church are made in worship – in the 
welcome, in the preaching, and in the 
intercessions of healthy congrega-
tions. In my view we gather regularly 
at the altar to bring our lives before 
God where we are nourished and 
blessed to go into the world to love 
and serve the Lord.   

Once more we are preparing to cel-
ebrate the birth of Jesus. As we walk 
the weeks of Advent, let us remember 
that “God so loved the world, that he 
sent his Son.” Jesus was born into our 
world and it is the world which is the 
focus of God’s mission and God’s love. 
Healthy congregations have been cap-
tured by the vision of sharing in that 
mission and that love.

Advent and Christmas blessings,

 +John
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Editorial

By John Lavender

❑

During 2017, the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Canada along 
with the Lutheran World Federation 
challenged congregations and indi-
viduals to plant a tree in Commem-
oration of the 500th Anniversary of 
the Reformation.

The parish of Faith Lutheran / 
St Aidan’s Anglican in Kelowna and 
the Diocese of Kootenay took up 
this challenge. On September 24, 
each congregation planted a small 
oak tree in their respective church 
grounds.  Howard Hisdal, a member 
of St Aidan’s, and a budding arborist, 
donated both trees which he had lov-
ingly tended from their acorn form.

The short service of tree plant-
ing was written by Archbishop John 
Privett, who unfortunately was 
unable to attend but was represented 
by Canon Michael Karabelas.  Rev. Dr. 
Greg Mohr, ELCIC Bishop of the B.C. 

Synod and Reverend Rick Schulz who 
co-officiated with Canon Karabelas.

What a wonderful way to com-
memorate the Reformation and 

St Aidan’s Commemorate 
the 500th Anniversary of the 

ReformationBy Rick Schultz

Putting together The HighWay has 
been one of the most rewarding 
experiences of my life and it is my 
hope I may continue to do so for 
some time to come. I enjoy the con-
tributions that people submit to us 
from all over the diocese and from all 
over Canada. Because of the Internet 
we also receive submissions from 
around the world. 

Planting the Reformation tree St Aidan’s, Rutland Planting the Reformation tree Faith Lutheran, Rutland

celebrate the relationship between 
the Anglican Church of Canada and 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Canada! Archbishop Privett has also 

encouraged all the parishes in the 
Diocese of Kootenay to plant a tree 
in their communities as part of this 
commemoration.

Correction: EfM Graduation 
“The September issue of The High-
Way reported on the EfM graduation.  
The article stated that Sharon Cart-
mel, Patricia House, and Terrance 
Greene received their certificates. 
In fact Sharon Cartmel died a short 

while before the end of her EfM year 
and her posthumous graduation 
certificate has been forwarded to her 
family. Patricia House and Terrance 
Greene were unable to attend the 
graduation ceremony and did not re-

ceive their graduation certificates at 
that time. They expect to be present-
ed with their graduation certificates 
at a ceremony in their parish church 
in Summerland. The Director and 
staff of EfM Canada apologize for the 

incorrect information and any confu-
sion that has resulted from it.”

The HighWay has been blessed with 
good writers and that goes a long way 
in being a publication that is more 
than a propaganda periodical for a 
particular point of view. People actu-
ally enjoy reading it. I also appreciate 
the help I receive from other diocesan 
newspaper editors; including the staff 
of the Anglican Journal. Technically, 
The HighWay is a supplement of the 
Anglican Journal. 

I try to include all submissions 
sent in from members of our diocese, 
but sometimes not all I receive are 
appropriate and that’s why I’m called 
“the editor.” I would also like to credit 
the staff: Micahel for all her work as a 
second pair of eyes and more recently 
her photography; and Angela Rush 

our Advertising Manager. Angela has 
done a great job finding advertisers 
for us and the income helps the ex-
penses of producing our newspaper.

Change is inevitable, even though 
church organizations tend to resist 
it. Changes happen for many reasons 
and often at the expense of quality. 
Every one of us has been affected by 
the Internet and in a short time we 
have changed the way we do things 
because of it. Nevertheless, there are 
always two different streams flowing 
to the ocean: one that takes its time 
meandering through the valleys and 
the other that takes the short route 
over the water fall. I suspect that 
most of us are in the peaceful mean-
dering stream that enjoys a quiet read 

on a Sunday afternoon. That said, you 
may hear of moves in the Church to 
change the Anglican Journal from a 
print publication to an on-line (only) 
publication, which, in my opinion 
would be a great loss to the people 
who make up the readership in the 
Anglican Church of Canada. 

One day it will happen, I’m sure, 
but we all have choices, and my 
choice would be to continue to put 
a copy of the Anglican Journal in the 
hands of every Anglican in Canada 
and a copy of The HighWay in the 
hands of every Anglican in the Dio-
cese of Kootenay.

❑
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Pam Wilson is a member of the Spiritual 
Development Committee

By Pam Wilson

What is God doing?
Where does God happen?

With so much going on in the world 
today, it is not at all surprising that 
one wonders what God is doing?   

Stopping to ponder, there is evi-
dence of what God is doing during 
the changing of the seasons. The 
reddening of the Virginia Creeper is 
a sure sign that cooler nights are an-
nouncing the coming of winter.  We 
know and trust that there are four 
seasons following in a pattern that 
is the same from year to year. We see 
transformation as green things turn 
red, orange and yellow along with 
the hot, warm air, changing to crisp 
and cool.  We go through our closets 
in search of clothes that are more 
appropriate to the changing weath-
er and before we know it our world 

around us has changed from a warm 
blanket of sunshine at the beach to a 
cool undulating blanket of snow. We 
seamlessly switch our activities from 
swimming and boating to skiing and 
sledding.  

Can we see and trust God working 
here?

This summer at a Gulf Island 
wedding, I witnessed the timely visit 
of a bald eagle who, perched high in 
a tree above, chose to oversee the 
ceremony.  It was breathtaking, as is 
the sighting of a bald eagle, always!  
What made this moment particularly 
indelible was a letter displayed with 
the groom’s albums of memorabilia 
written by the groom to a bald eagle, 
hoping to find a friend.  One by one, 
many of the wedding guests were 
stunned by the connection.  Today 
the bald eagle incident, in the context 
of the family wedding is a story that 
matters.  It has become a story that 
depicts a stunning moment of awe. 

A few days ago at the gym I met 
a number of people I don’t know 
well and in one encounter, a woman 
shared her pain of grief with the death 
of her husband.  We spoke briefly 

shed a tear together, and exchanged 
a hug.  Her pain was genuine, pure, 
holy, and precious.  This encounter 
was a moment where God happened 
‘between us’ as Rowan Williams 
talks about in his book, “Where God 
Happens.”

So although it remains a chal-
lenge to notice how God is happening 
in and all around us, we trust God 
is real and we experience times of 
absolutely knowing God’s presence. 
It is with this kind of knowing that 
we trust what we cannot see and we 
gather evidence of God working in 
the world.

 What do you know about what 
God is doing?  What would you say? 

Well….perhaps the following is 
just a start that will grow and grow 
continually as our prayer lives deep-
en. 

We know that the season’s change, 
that ”The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness did not overcome 
it” ( John 1:5), We know too that Love 
“bears all things, believes all things, 
hopes all things, endures all things, 
Love never ends”(1 Corinthians 13:7) 
We do know all this! 

❑

As we approach Advent this year 
consider refreshing your prayer life.  
Take some reflective time to review 
your prayer practices.  Ask questions 
such as; am I taking time out of my 
busy day to be with God?  Is the time 
of day that I spend in prayer the best 
time for me to be present to God or 
am I too tired, stressed or used up? 
Have my life circumstances changed 
such that it would be helpful to re-
evaluate my routines and disciplines?  
God is calling, God is patient, God is 
persistent, God is eternal and God 
does not let go. We can choose to go 
with God and enjoy abundant life 
participating in the renewal of the 
world. So why wouldn’t we choose to 
do just that! 

“Lord, we thank you for changing sea-
sons, and for being part of your creation 

that is full of rhythm and cycles. We 
pray for eyes to see and ears to hear the 
lessons you give to us in these periods of 

transition.”  Amen.
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CoGS WHEELS  

By Randall fairey

Randall Fairey is a Delegate to the 
Council of General Synod (CoGS) and 
Prolocutor of the Ecclesiastical 
Province of British Columbia & Yukon

❑

I am returning this December to a 
subject I have written about be-
fore; the evolving development of 
a “Self-Determining Indigenous 
National Ministry within the Gener-
al Synod of the Anglican Church of 
Canada.” 

For the past decade I have devoted 
much of my national church work to this 
subject because I believe it is an essen-
tial part of reconciliation and I believe it 
is the direction in which our Church is 
being led by the Holy Spirit. 

For more than 23 years indigenous 
Anglicans have been on a “Journey of 
Spiritual Renewal” expressed in the 
Covenant of 1994 (see Canon XXII). This 
journey is much more than a desire for 
self-governance or self-sufficiency. It is 
a reflection of a deeply felt yearning that 
Indigenous peoples in our Church have 
as they continue to search for a Christian 
spiritual home in which to worship God 
as The Creator and The Land as the Cre-
ator’s sacred gift and trust. Increasingly, 
traditional indigenous spiritual practices, 

languages and symbols, once condemned 
by missionaries as pagan, are being 
re-discovered and integrated as valid and 
faithful expressions of Christian values 
and beliefs that can find expression in the 
rich heritage of our Anglican liturgies.

My role in this journey has been as a 
non-indigenous supporter and a partner 
in the development of a self-determining 
Church. In 2010 at General Synod in Hal-
ifax, I had the privilege and deep satis-
faction of moving the adoption of Canon 
XXII — The National Indigenous Ministry 
on behalf of the Governance Working 
Group of General Synod. When it was ad-
opted that year, we knew that it was not 
complete and that future amendments 
were needed and would be proposed 
by the Anglican Council of Indigenous 
Peoples (ACIP) and The Sacred Circle 
(a form of indigenous Synod held about 
every 3 years). Several amendments have 
been passed at each General Synod since 
recognizing that these should originate 
from indigenous peoples, rather than 
being developed and imposed on them by 
non-indigenous members.

Self-Determination as a concept has 
been difficult to understand both for in-
digenous and non-indigenous Anglicans 
alike. In September I had the privilege 
of co-chairing a unique gathering in 
our Church in a consultation in Pinawa 
Manitoba entitled “The Road to Warm 
Springs.”  The name came from the theme 
scripture from Luke’s Gospel when two 
followers of Jesus encountered him in 
a post-Resurrection experience on the 
road to Warm Springs – an indigenous 
name for the road to Emmaus. Recall that 
it was only after talking together on a 
journey that the disciples recognized the 

risen Christ in the breaking of the bread at 
the end of the day when they had invited 
Jesus to remain with them.  

The recent consultation was a two 
and one-half day opportunity to reassess 
the Journey of Spiritual Renewal, to cele-
brate the accomplishments of indigenous 
ministries in the Canadian Anglican 
Church, and to have a significant dia-
logue about what self-determination 
means. Nearly 70 non-indigenous and 
First Nations, Metis, and Inuit Peoples 
from across Canada attended on the 
invitation of the Primate and the National 
Indigenous Anglican Bishop.

Unlike other meetings this was not 
intended to make legislative and gover-
nance decisions.  Rather it was an op-
portunity for participants to learn what 
Self–Determination means, especially as 
the United Nations Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples has been 
accepted, and as the Truth and Reconcili-
ation Commission has presented 94 Calls 
for Action.  The Consultation presented 
a Report (“The Road to Warm Springs 
Report”) which is being made widely 
available and among other things, con-
tains seven key messages to the Church.  
If heeded and implemented, these call for 
radical changes both in organization and 
for new ways of thinking. The Church has 
to answer these calls if it hopes to fully 
integrate indigenous spirituality within 
the Anglican Church of Canada.  Rather 
than accept that indigenous Anglicans 
inevitably must walk apart to finally 
acquire real self-determination, there is a 
strongly expressed desire on both “sides” 
of the issue that indigenous Anglicans 
will remain within our “beloved Church.”  

One very important message is that 
healing and reconciliation is not really 
complete without indigenous self-deter-
mination, and that true self-determina-
tion requires reconciliation in order to be 
expressed and fully understood.  While 
creative governance ideas were acknowl-
edged and reviewed in Pinawa, there were 
other key messages about the challenges 
of ministering to indigenous peoples 
in remote, rural settings as well as the 
different, but every bit as important, chal-
lenges in urban ones.  The unaddressed 
injustices of non-stipendiary indigenous 
ministries, and the problem of indigenous 
priests inadequately trained in counsel-
ling skills for difficult situations such as 
suicide, abuse, and marriage breakdown 
were also discussed.

The consultation expressed that after 
more than 23 years the time has come 
for action and that if serious changes are 
not made at General Synod 2019 then 
the retention of indigenous Anglicans 
within the Canadian Church may be put 
in serious jeopardy. The consultation 
issued a call to the Church which was 
laid on the altar at the closing Eucharist 
and signed by each of the participants. 
It was very evident at that moment that 
the participants recognized the risen 
Christ in the breaking of the bread as we 
had journeyed in dialogue on the Road to 
Warm Springs (Emmaus).  Please look for 
the report and the presentations filmed 
by Anglican Video on the ACC website.  
Pray that Canadian indigenous Anglicans 
will achieve self-determination and truly 
feel in their hearts that their Christian 
spiritual home is in our Church with their 
non-indigenous brothers and sisters.

❑

By Jan & Rick Schultz 

OWAISSI: Jewel of the Okanagan

Two years ago we joined the Board 
of Directors for Camp Owaissi. 
Though we have been on several 
different boards before, this was our 
first experience of a very hands on, 
operational board. It was also the 
first time that Jan worked closely with 
a group of dedicated young people 
who staff this site during the summer 
months. She was fortunate enough to 
be a ‘guest in residence’ whilst Rick 
served as a chaplain. 

For those naysayers who fear for 
the future in the hands of the youth of 
today, we would respectfully sug-
gest they take a closer look at Camp 
Owaissi’s many summer programs! 
Wow!  

The staff complement who over-
saw the running of the camp were an 
amazing group of young, dedicated, 
thoughtful, awe-inspiring, and gener-
ally great people. They worked hard, 
were always mindful of the campers, 
and did everything in their power to 

give every camper a great experience 
that they could remember for a very 
long time.

For the entire time we were at 
camp it was buzzing with great 
energy, and the needs of the campers 
were always paramount. The staff 

managed to carefully weave together 
the many and varied aspects of the 
program, whilst still holding true to 
the fundamental religious core.

From our very first visit to Camp 
Owaissi, until today, we believe that 
Owaissi is the best kept secret and an 
incredible “Jewel of the Okanagan.” 
If you have never visited the camp, 
make plans to do so. If you have been 
to camp and enjoy it as much as we 
have, spread the word so that we 
are able to share the beauty of this 
place with others. God is doing great 
and incredible things through Camp 
Owaissi and through all the young 
people who come as campers and as 
our staff ! Come and see that 
the Lord is good.

Indigenous self-determination
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By Nissa Basbaum

Nissa Basbaum is the Dean of  
St Michael & All Angels Cathedral  
in Kelowna

Seeing or hearing 
isn’t always believing 

I am writing this article on October 
31 — Hallowe’en, 2017. For the last 
week, I have heard numerous refer-
ences to this cultural festivity, some 
supportive and others not so much. 
Truthfully, I’ve never been a big fan of 
the holiday, but I can admit that this 
is likely related to my sense of inad-
equacy when it comes to creativity; 
luckily, because our children were far 
more imaginative than I could ever 
be, it wasn’t long before they began 
producing their own costumes. 

Beyond candy and costumes, how-
ever, Hallowe’en has a way of taking 
me back to the late 70’s and my brief 
sojourn in England, where buildings 
were old enough to house ghosts, a 
phenomenon I had never encoun-
tered and something about which I 
confess to being quite skeptical. 

It was 1979 when I came face to 
face with my own doubts about these 
paranormal occurrences. I had been 
invited for dinner to a friend’s place 
in London. He and his wife lived in a 
lovely rowhouse close to the centre of 
the city which dated back to the late 
18th century. We were seated in their 
living room, conversing over pre-din-
ner drinks and appetizers when my 
friend made a casual remark to his 
wife.

“He’s in the attic,” he said, to which 
she replied after a brief pause, “Yes, I 

hear him.” Then they both went back 
to their drinks and our conversation, 
until a few minutes later, when my 
friend looked at his wife again and 
said: “Oh, there he is again.” This time, 
she just nodded affirmation at him.” 
At this point, I decided to bite.

“Who’s in the attic?” I said.

“Swindon,” my friend responded.

“Swindon?” I queried. “Who’s Swin-
don?”

“The ghost,” he answered, rather non-
chalantly.

“What makes you think there’s a 
ghost in the attic?” I asked naively.

“He’s always been here,” said my 
friend. “Just listen for the noises 
coming from anywhere in the house,” 
which we proceeded to do, but all 
I heard were periodic creaks, the 
kind of creaks that are common for 
any house, particularly one as old 
as theirs was. As our conversation 
continued, however, and the evening 
progressed, it became apparent to 
me that the noises I heard and called 

creaks, were the same noises my 
friends heard and called Swindon… 
their ghost.

While we didn’t pursue the con-
versation any further on that evening, 
the subject matter of that encounter 
has always remained with me. I hear-
ken back to that 18th century house 
and its unusual tenant particularly 
around Hallowe’en, when people are 
given the opportunity to pull out their 
personal ghost stories. The parallel 
between my understanding of the 
creaks in the house as just creaks 
in contrast to my friends’ percep-
tion that the house was haunted 
— though not in a bad way — with 
those of us who don’t believe in God, 
in contrast to those of us who do, is, 
for me, quite striking. Beauty is in 
the eye of the beholder, so to speak, 
and in much the same way, belief in 
God is also in the eye of the beholder. 
My friends hear creaks and call them 
ghosts; I hear creaks and call them 
old house noises. I see a beautiful 
sunrise or sunset and witness the 
hand of God in these; others see these 
same phenomena and regard them 
as nothing but a beautiful sunrise or 
sunset... end of story. 

After the imprisonment of John 
the Baptist, Matthew has Jesus ask 
the following questions of the crowds 
who had pursued John into the 
desert:  What did you go out into the 
wilderness to look at? A reed shaken 
by the wind? What then did you go 
out to see? Someone dressed in soft 
robes? Look, those who wear soft 
robes are in royal palaces. What then 
did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, 
I tell you, and more than a proph-
et. This is the one about whom it is 
written, “See, I am sending my mes-
senger ahead of you, who will prepare 
your way before you.” 

Was it a reed shaken by the wind, 
someone dressed in soft robes, or was 
it a prophet? Was it a creak or was it 
a ghost? Each of us responds differ-
ently to our environment, filtering 
what we see and hear through our 
history and experience. Matthew, 
through the voice of Jesus, interprets 
John the Baptist to these follow-
ers and tells them what this man’s 
purpose has been in the unfolding 
of the messianic movement. But the 
questions which Jesus asks of his 
would-be disciples, are an indication 
of his recognition of how differently 
they might have responded to their 
initial encounter with John and of 
how differently they might ultimately 
receive Jesus as the fulfillment of their 
messianic expectations.

Unlike Christmas, the Season of 
Advent doesn’t offer us definitive 
answers about our faith; instead, this 
season offers us questions, questions 
which allow us to form a response to 
the story that will be told at Christ-
mas, a story that has and continues to 
be a living testament to the presence 
of God among us.

Illuminating 
Mysteries?

Best dressed clergy, Revs Rick Schultz and  Yme 
Woensdregt, attending the clergy conference at 
Sorrento, October 23-26. The theme of the confer-
ence was “The Dead Sea Scrolls.” Guest speaker was 
George J. Brooke, Rylands Professor of Biblical 
Criticism and Exegesis Emeritus at the University 
of Manchester.

 Photograph by Laura Hermakin
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By yme Woensdregt

Trusting God amid evil

The Rev Dr Yme Woensdregt is the 
Dean of East Kootenay and Incumbent 
for Christ Church, Cranbrook.

❑

I first wrote this column just before 
Thanksgiving, in the light of the 
shooting in Las Vegas. It’s a different 
time of the year, but the thoughts 
remain relevant. It’s a sad thing to say, 
but there will probably have been an-
other horrific instance of the kind of 
ugliness we human beings perpetrate 
on one another. You will be reading 
this as we enter the season of Advent, 
a time of anticipation and hope.

After the massacre in Las Vegas, 
someone asked me, “How could God 
permit this kind of horrific thing? 
Why didn’t God stop the gunman?”

My answer is that God can’t stop 
it. Many Christians believe that God 
is omnipotent and all–powerful. I no 
longer believe it. If God could stop 

this gunman, then why didn’t God do 
so? If God could stop the wildfires, 
or if God could stop hurricanes and 
earthquakes and tsunamis and floods, 
or if God could stop all the ugly ways 
in which we try to hurt one another—
and then chooses not to, for whatever 
reason, wouldn’t that make God a 
monster?

As an analogy, parents teach their 
young children that it is dangerous 
to touch a hot stove or that they 
shouldn’t put a fork or knife into an 
electrical outlet. If you simply stood 
back and watched as your toddler did 
either of those things without stop-
ping them, you could be charged with 
child abuse.

Over the centuries, Christians have 
tried to explain the existence of evil. 
How can such intentional evil exist 
when we affirm a loving and powerful 
God? Why do natural disasters ruin 
the lives of so many people?

Many Christians have a mental pic-
ture of an all–powerful God, who has 
controlling power over human beings 
and the forces of nature.

Over the years, my mind has 
changed. Theologian Thomas Jay 
Oord puts it this way: “Instead of 
thinking about God as having con-
trolling power (which the Bible never 
explicitly supports), Christians should 
think God expresses uncontrolling 
love.”

The essence of love is that it 
doesn’t seek to control. If God is love, 

which the Bible explicitly asserts, 
then by definition God cannot con-
trol.

This way of thinking about God 
makes so much more sense to me. 
Many disagree with me, and rely 
on some of the classical arguments 
about why evil exists:
1) God does control what happens, 

and therefore God is responsible 
for both peace and pain.

2) Even though God could stop evil, 
God allows it. People who accept 
this argument will thank God for 
good and benevolent acts, but 
they blame free agents or natural 
forces for evil acts.

3) Atheists will claim that there is no 
God. There is no holy reality, 
either controlling or not. Giving 
thanks to God is simply a way of 
saying that life is not entirely with-
in our control.
Classical ways of thinking about 

evil revolve around some combina-
tion of these three thoughts. Let me 
propose another way.

God always gives freedom to cre-
ation. We are free to act as we choose. 
And because God’s essential nature 
is love, God cannot override that 
freedom to act. At the same time, God 
cannot and does not withdraw from 
us. God remains with us and interacts 
with our lives. God empowers and 
inspires us to love, to reach out for 
what is best, to deal with each other 
in compassion, to seek reconciliation 

and grace. At the same time, this 
uncontrolling and loving God does 
not step into our lives to stop us from 
acting in ways contrary to God’s love. 
We can act in harmful and dangerous 
ways, but the responsibility for those 
actions and decisions are ours. God 
is not responsible for those ways of 
being. We are.

I don’t know what motivated 
the gunman in Las Vegas, or Omar 
Mateen to kill 49 people at the Pulse 
nightclub in Orlando, or Adam Lanza 
to kill 20 children in Sandy Hook, 
or Eric Harris and Dylan Kiebold to 
murder 12 students and one teacher 
in Columbine. I don’t get it. I can’t put 
myself into that kind of place, that 
kind of darkness.

Neither do I know enough science 
to be able to explain climate change 
so that it makes enough sense to 
explain the wild weather our poor, 
fragile planet has been experiencing, 
from wildfires to hurricanes and 
earthquakes, tsunamis and floods.

But I do know this—God is not to 
be blamed for human actions. God is 
not to be blamed for human inaction, 
in the case of climate change. Those 
are our choices.

I also continue to trust this un-
controlling God, whose love holds us 
close. Amid all the evil in our world, I 
will continue to thank the God who is 
the source of good and empowers us 
to love.

❑

The Ven. Trevor Freeman is the 
Executive Archdeacon for the  
Diocese of Kootenay.     
The following article comes from his 
blog on “The Community.” 
http://thecommunity.anglican.ca/

By trevor freeman

Who is it for?

For the last 40 years or so, most 
governments have been doing their 
best to support consumer spending. 
That doesn’t just mean the necessary 
things like living expenses. It also 
means discretionary spending. One 
of the goals of free trade (whether it’s 
always worked or not) is to reduce the 
cost of goods by removing tariffs and 
barriers and allowing for manufactur-
ing to be moved to places where the 
labour is cheaper.

Depending on your perspective, 
this is either a good thing or a bad 
thing. If you’re a middle class con-
sumer who doesn’t work in manufac-
turing or a retailer who can get goods 
cheaper or a manufacturer who can 
move your operation, it’s a good 
thing. For others, many of whom used 
to work in factories, free trade is not 
such a good thing.

Most policy makers and most 
politicians come from middle class 
or upper middle class backgrounds. 
That’s the perspective in which they 
were formed and it’s the perspective 
from which they make decisions. 
It should be no surprise that their 
policies and projects serve the middle 
class or upper middle class. (There’s 
more to be said here about how the 
perspective of the wealthy and power-
ful influences policy makers but that’s 
going to have to wait.)

For most of us who follow Jesus, 
we are going to want to object at 
this point. We’re going to want to 
speak up for the marginalised and 
the forgotten: The working class, the 
working poor, those unable to work, 
those suffering from systemic racism, 
sexism, or prejudice. And I’m grateful 
that we feel that way.

The twist is that most of us in so 
called “mainline churches” (Anglican, 
Lutheran, Roman Catholic, United, 
Presbyterian) are middle and upper 
middle class. So, we naturally see the 
world through the lens of our social 
class. There’s nothing wrong with 
that, it’s entirely human and should 
be expected.

But it means that we create wor-
ship spaces and programs and events 
that make sense from the perspective 
of our social class. Some of those 
things are really great and become 
a blessing to our communities. I’m 
not suggesting that they should all 
suddenly stop.

The danger is in forgetting that 
our perspective is limited and that 

we risk creating a community of faith 
that serves and fits people who share 
that perspective. We run the risk of 
creating congregations that are for 
the middle class, but that do good 
things for those who are from a differ-
ent social class. Of course, doing good 
things for others is never a bad thing; 
it is a gospel imperative. 

Calling each other to speak up for 
the marginalised when it comes to 
public policy is a good thing. Call-
ing each other to do good things for 
others is a good thing. I hope that we 
continue to do both of those good 
things. I also hope that we remember 
that our calling is more than that too. 

We have been called from our 
earliest days to redefine who is our 
neighbour. We continue to be called 
to erase the boundaries between so-
cial class. We continue to be called to 
create places and communities that 
feel like home to all those who enter. 
We continue to be called to create 
communities that are for all the be-
loved of God.  
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Advent stewardship

Submitted by  
tiM Committee

Normally, when we talk about stew-
ardship we focus on what’s happen-
ing now or what has happened in 
the past. We talk about reflecting on 
the things for which we are grateful 
and then we consider how we’re going 
to support those things in the future. 
Of course, this consideration is fi-
nancial, but it’s also a question of our 

work and effort and skills. We think 
of the activity in our congregations 
and parishes and we reflect on how 
we’re going to support it. We don’t 
often think of stewardship reflection 
as an act of preparation. The season 
of Advent, however, may give us that 
opportunity.

One of the things that we cele-
brate during Advent is that God’s 
work in our world is not finished. We 
continue to wait and watch for God 
to surprise us with what the Spirit 
is doing around us and through us. 
As we wait and watch, we become 
aware that we don’t know all that 
God is doing and there’s no way we 
ever can. God is gracious and loving, 
but has a confounding way of turning 
our expectations upside down. That 
leaves us wondering how we prepare 

for the surprising and confounding 
things that God is going to do. Obvi-
ously, there’s much to be said about 
that, but part of our preparation is to 
consider what we have to give to the 
work that God is doing. 

And yes, this is about money. It’s 
also about more than money, because 
each of us has gifts and talents that 
may be lying dormant. There may be 
things that we don’t even think of as 
gifts and talents that we could use to 
support God’s work and to bless God’s 
world. The season of preparation 
gives us a chance to pause and reflect 
on what we have to offer. For exam-
ple, it’s possible that you have a gift 
for working on engines. Right now, 
that doesn’t seem like a stewardship 
question, because there’s nothing 
happening in your congregation that 

has anything to do with car repair. 
That is still a gift and is still some-
thing that God could use to bless your 
community.

God is at work in our lives and our 
communities. Our role during the 
season of Advent is not necessarily 
to find out what God is doing, but to 
prepare ourselves to offer our gifts, 
talents, and resources to that work.

 

“And God is able to bless 
you abundantly, so that 
in all things at all times, 
having all that you need, 
you will abound in every 
good work.” (2 Cor 9: 8) 
Stop. In your heart of hearts, do 
you believe this verse? And not only 
that God has the ability to bless you 
abundantly...but a deep, unshake-
able desire to do so? Frankly, some-
times I forget. And so, it was a gift to 
attend “Generosity Conversations,” 
a Stewardship Education Network 
for Development (SEND) gathering, 
in Saskatoon in late September on 
behalf of the Diocese along with 
Canon Yme Woensdregt and 23 other 
delegates from Western Canada. The 
workshops provided ample food for 
thought about all things related to 
generosity and stewardship. 

n   How can we, the Body of Christ, 
best respond to this ever-giving, 
ever-loving God of ours?  

n   How can we best encourage the 
spiritual practice of generosity? 

n   How are our gifts of “time, talent 
and treasure” linked to God’s mis-
sion in our communities?  

Under the auspices of Together in 
Mission, a number of parishes (and 
the Diocese itself) have already had 
similar conversations — first asking 
people to reflect on what God is call-
ing them to do in their communities 
and second, boldly, asking for a gift of 
money to fuel their vision. It shouldn’t 
be that difficult to ask for money to 
support God’s work, but discussing 
money seems divorced from our life 
in Christ. Yet giving back our money 
to God has its place in realizing His 
mission here on Earth. The repeated 
message of the gathering was that 
we need to better tell the stories of 
generous hearts and cheerful givers…

and not be afraid to talk about mon-
ey. Presenter Bob Baker from Christ 
Church, Elbow Park, Calgary summed 
it up in a nutshell when he said, 
“People are just waiting to be asked, 
so ask. Ask, thank, and report” and I 
would add… repeat! 

Resources to Explore 
Giving our Thanks and Praise: a 

three-pillar program including ideas 
for inspiring, inviting and thanking 
others. Build on what you are already 
doing. Pick and choose what you 
want to use. Sign up, provide feed-
back, and receive 20 lovely thank you 
notecards
http://www.anglican.ca/gifts/gtp/ 

I Intend...Generous Intentional Living: 
6 week program for individuals, small 
groups, or parishes to grow in their 
capacity to follow Jesus. Based on the 

Five Marks of Mission 
http://www.anglican.ca/gifts/i-in-
tend/ 

On the Theology of Money: an essay 
booklet with discussion questions, 
prayers and liturgy ideas
http://www.anglican.ca/wp-content/
uploads/On-the-theology-of-money.
pdf 

Your parish page on Canada Helps (Yes, 
you have one!) : Customize it, link to it 
from your website or Facebook, and 
make it easier for people to give (espe-
cially the younger generation)
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/
for-charities/ 
Your halo effect!  The generosity of 
your parishioners ripples out into 
your community. Find out what your 
impact is
https://www.haloproject.ca/calcula-
tor/about

Encouraging generous heartsBy Catherine Ripley

❑
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