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Letter by The Rev. Dr. Lynne  
McNaughton 
Bishop (Elect)  
The Diocese of Kootenay

It is an honour to have been elected 
Bishop of the Diocese of Kootenay; 
and I am eager to start visiting and 
getting to know clergy and congre-
gations around this large diocese.  

On silent retreat April 8 to 12 in 
preparation for the consecration, I 
will be grateful for your prayers. 

I have been asked to give an intro-
duction to myself.  

I am a life-long Anglican, eldest of 
four children;  my parents were very 
active in church. I grew up in Alberta 
in small towns.  Early church was St. 
Thomas, Berwyn, served by two dea-
conesses (this was a long time ago!), 
whose ministry was very engaging 
to me as a child. In school years we 
worshipped at St. James Cathedral in 
Peace River, then moved to Red Deer 
for my high school years. I played 
piano and clarinet, and was active 
in Girl Guides.   Many family camp-
ing trips as a child were spent in the 
Okanagan, enjoying the beaches and 
devouring plums and cherries!

After completing a B.A. at Univer-

sity in Alberta in English and Sociol-
ogy, I worked as a social worker in a 
rural area for a year. 

I attended Vancouver School of 
Theology (VST), graduating in 1986,  
was ordained in the Diocese of New 
Westminster (the lower mainland), 
and served two large parishes as 
priest, Christ Church Cathedral (with 
Jim Cruickshank and Dirk Rine-
hart-Pidcock)  and St. Mary’s Kerris-
dale, (with John Privett);  I felt very 
blessed to be on such great teams!   In 

1995, I joined the faculty at VST as 
Director of Anglican Formation.   This 
was at first a half-time position as 
I had small children at the time.  In 
2003, I added a half-time responsibil-
ity as Assistant Professor of Christian 
Spirituality.  I loved the teaching and 
working with students through their 
discernment and preparation for 
ministry.   

From 2002 to 2007, using sabbat-
icals and summers, I completed my 
Doctor of Ministry in Columbia Sem-

inary in Georgia, focusing my work 
on pilgrimage as a spiritual practice 
that nurtures resilience for leadership 
through change.  

In 2008 I returned from VST to 
parish ministry, as rector at St. Clem-
ents in North Vancouver.  The diocese 
asked me to develop a team ministry 
for the seven Anglican parishes, as 
several of the parishes, begun a cen-

Continued on P. 2 — Letter
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❑

tury ago in villages, were no longer 
financially sustainable and could not 
afford full-time clergy leadership. 
This has been an ongoing and fasci-
nating challenge! Eventually we were 
joined by two Lutheran parishes. 
We have built a good team; sharing 
program and occasional worship 
between the parishes. We have sought 
to discern each parish’s uniqueness 
and neighbourhood ministry.  In the 
process, I have learned a lot about 
building teams and supporting and 
revitalizing parishes. 

While at St. Clements, I was also 
archdeacon of Capilano for five years, 
the largest geographical archdeacon-
ry in the diocese, with parishes up the 
coast ( from this I have a little experi-
ence of long trips and being grounded 
by fog!)  I loved the work of support-
ing churches as they move through 
ministry transitions.  

I have thoroughly enjoyed being 
priest at St. Clements, a lovely, lively 
community, working on a team with 
two deacons.  During these years I 
have been increasingly involved in 
national church work, through the 
Council of General Synod.  Currently I 
am involved in the preparation for the 
General Synod of 2019 in Vancouver 
in July.

My marriage of 25 years ended in 
2007.  My two adult daughters are 
Elizabeth Kessler, who works for 
the Mennonite Central Committee 
in Winnipeg and writes about the 
church’s inclusion of people with dis-
abilities , and Anne Kessler who is the 
Children, Youth and Family Ministry 
co-ordinator at Christ Church Cathe-
dral in Vancouver, and is active on the 
BCYAYM Provincial Youth Ministry.  
(I am, of course, inordinately proud of 
both of them)

I am recently married to the Rev. 
Dr. Gerald Hobbs, a United Church 
minister and retired Professor of 
History and Church Music from VST.  
Together we have led history/spiri-
tuality pilgrimages to Europe for the 
past 20 years.  More on pilgrimage 
another time!

My hobbies include cycling, hiking, 
singing and gardening.

Images of our New Bishop (Elect)

The Rev Dr Lynne McNaughton and the parish of St Clements, North Vancouver

The Rev Dr Lynne McNaughton on a hike in Red Deer with daughter Anne

The Clergy team at St. Clements Advent 2018  Newly ordained priest Vivian Seegers, first 
Indigenous woman ordained in New Westminster, Deacons Elizabeth Mathers and Peggy 
Trendell-Jensen, and The Rev Dr McNaughton on the right

SMILES— 
Lynne with Gearald Hobbs

Lynne at the 50 km Ride for 
Refuge PWRDF fundraiser 



the highWay April 2019                                                                                                                                                                                                                   Page 3

❑

Editorial

By John Lavender

St John’s Church Fruitvale 
held another successful 
Robbie Burns celebration.

This year St John, Fruitvale, held its 
Robbie Burns Celebration in Fruitvale 
Memorial Hall with help and spon-
sorship from the Village of Fruit-
vale, Regional District Council, and 
Beaver Valley Dynamic Aging Soci-
ety.  Almost 200 people sat down for 
the traditional feast. Entertainment 
was provided by members of Trail 
Pipe Band, young Highland Dancers 
from the Scottie School of Highland 
Dancing; and not least the Kootenay 
Summits Choir. Truly a community 
event enjoyed by all. 
Report by Doug Lewis and photograph by 
Rick Hammond.

This edition of The HighWay is ded-
icated to ‘Getting to Know our New 
Bishop (Elect)’. You will see from the 
photographs she has supplied that, 
not only are pictures worth a thou-
sand words, but ones with captions 
tell a larger story. 

Lynne is saying to us she is a 
person who cares for small churches 

struggling to keep their doors open. 
She is a mother who has a good 
relationship with her daughters, and 
spends quality time with them. She 
understands the complications of 
modern families. She is a team player, 
and physically active. She cares for 
social justice issues. And through it 
all she’s still smiling.

As most of you know by now, she 
will be consecrated and installed as 
Bishop of Kootenay on Thursday May 
16, 2019, in Kelowna. I will have more 
to say about that in the next edition.

The front page image this month 
illustrates, metaphorically, new seeds 
continuing the lineage of apostolic 
succession. It also illustrates the 
death and resurrection of our Saviour 
celebrated during Easter. 

The columnists in this edition 
speak to the season of Lent we are 
going through and the season of 
Easter we are entering. However, you 
might be surprised by Randall Fairey’s 
column. Last month he wrote about 
Medical Assistance In Dying (MAID), 
a very controversial topic for the 
Church. In this edition he announc-
es his retirement from writing his 
column. I for one will greatly miss 
his contribution, which I found to be 
informative and rewarding regarding 
the workings of CoGS.  I now have 
a better understanding about the 
larger issues and mechanisms of the 
Church than I did before he began his 
column.

Next month, we will see the first 

article submitted by representatives 
of the Diaconate in the Diocese of 
Kootenay. Chris Ross will write the 
first article.

In conclusion, just a reminder to 
fill out the form below or contact the 
Anglican Journal if you wish to con-
tinue to receive a copy of the Anglican 
Journal and The HighWay by mail. I 
ask that parishes be proactive in en-
couraging everyone to follow through 
in this, because the response will 
measure the viability of the papers. It 
might also be a good idea to request 
extra copies for your congregation to 
share with visitors and newcomers. 
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Stewardship Leadership

There are lots of ways of thinking 
about leadership. So many that 
there’s a cottage industry of books 
and speakers who are all talking 
about it in different ways. This is true 
in the church too. Leadership means 
a lot of different things to a lot of dif-
ferent people. The leadership group 

of Together in Mission is hoping that 
we can share with you another way of 
thinking about it too.

 For the most part, the fi-
nancial campaign our diocese has 
engaged in over the last four and a 
half years has been focused on finan-
cial stewardship (unsurprisingly). 
The side-effect can be that the act of 
stewardship itself becomes associat-
ed strictly with money. Unfortunately, 
stewardship can become a code word 
for financial giving. At its worst, it can 
become a tactic for adding a veneer 
of spirituality to fundraising and 
financial campaigns. Our TiM leader-
ship group has always tried to avoid 
this because stewardship is about so 
much more than money. Fundamen-
tally it’s a step in our spiritual lives 
that comes before we even decide to 
give financially.

 The step of stewardship is 
also preceded by something else. It’s 

preceded by a sense of our proper 
place in creation. When we recognise 
our dependence on God and the cre-
ated order around us we can begin to 
develop both gratitude and humility. 
And, believe it or not, leadership can 
be built on those two foundations. 
Gratitude and humility help each of 
us see that we’re not the centre of 
creation but a small part of it. And in 
gratitude and humility we can see the 
creation in which we ‘live and move 
and have our being’ as a place where 
our choices matter. 

 When our choices matter it 
becomes really important what we do 
with those choices. This is the heart 
of being a steward. We find ourselves 
grateful and humble and seeing how 
our choices impact our corner of 
creation. That acknowledgement 
drives us to take care in considering 
how our choices impact the creation 
around us, including God’s people. 

When we function as stewards in that 
way we are functioning as leaders too.

 Stewards are leaders because 
they see themselves as responsible for 
their choices. It’s not a form of lead-
ership that requires titles or positions 
of power or influence. But leading 
in this way is profoundly influential 
in our communities. We know those 
people around us who are “care full” 
stewards of their little corner of cre-
ation. For those people the financial 
question comes as part of the much 
more important question of how to 
be “care full”. By doing so, stewards 
offer leadership and shape communi-
ties in a way that only a steward can. 

By Sue Carson

All Things Bright and Beautiful

❑

❑

As spring approaches, Creation 
Matters Working Group, a National 
Church group encourages your 
parish to prepare to celebrate Earth 
Sunday, either on Easter Day - 21st 
April or the following week 28th 
April. 

Part of the service plan is to sing 
‘All Things Bright and Beautiful’, one 
of the most famous children’s hymns 
written. Cecil Frances Alexander was 
inspired by the countryside, but now 
the areas that were bright and beautiful 
are shrinking because of resource 
extraction, uncaring multinational 
companies and apathy for preserva-
tion. 

Creatures both great and small are 
disappearing; in the sea and on land 
due to over-fishing, pollution and de-
struction of habitats.  The world was 
captivated by the plight of the Orca 
Whale who held her dead calf out of 
the water for 17 days last summer.  
Shipping and lack of salmon have 
made her Orca Pod vulnerable.  And 
for a small creature – the plight of 
the monarch butterfly seems to have 
motivated so many people to plant 
milkweeds. One hopes it is not too 

late to save these and other creatures, 
both great and small that are finding it 
hard to survive.  

Others verses in All Things Bright 
and Beautiful mention radiant flowers 
— but increasingly non-native species 
are crowding out indigenous plants. 

Vibrant birds are still singing, and 
most of us have heard the loon’s wild 
haunting call, but increasingly their 
numbers are decreasing. 

We still have cold winds in the winter; 
but in the Canadian Arctic warmer 
winds have been blowing.  In her 
book ‘The Right to be Cold’, Sheila 
Watt-Cloutier, the Inuit activist, doc-
uments the dangers a warming Arctic 
is having on Inuit peoples.  Sea ice 
is disappearing, and it is harder and 
more dangerous to hunt; polar bears 
can’t find enough food; and melting 

permafrost is causing homes to sink. 
That pleasant summer sun didn’t seem 
quite so wonderful in the summer of 
2018 with people dying from the heat 
in Ontario and Quebec. 

The hymn mentions the Rocky 
mountain splendour - who could 
destroy our iconic Rockies? But in 
the Appalachians mountains in the 
US, coal mining companies are using 
explosives to blow off the tops of 
mountains to expose the coal.  The 
burning of coal is one of the worst 
carbon emitters.  The destruction of 
the mountains leads to soil erosion – 
causing mudflows so the rivers below 
are polluted.

In Canada those forests in the 
fall have become paper or they are 
destroyed for bitumen extraction.  
Insects are killing many varieties of 

trees making them more susceptible 
to forest fires.  In other parts of the 
world Rain Forests are disappearing 
at an alarming rate to provide land 
for farmers or to grow palm oil.  

The final verse of the hymn says : 
He gave us eyes to see them…. And lips 
that we might tell….

So, what do we need to do about 
these climate change disasters? 

As Anglicans, and stewards of 
creation, we must acknowledge 
these losses.  We must use our eyes 
to see and our lips to tell; our fingers 
to write to all levels of Government; 
our hands to plant trees; our feet 
and bodies to walk and march; and 
our hearts and minds to pray.  Our 
Creator is great, and he has made all 
things well – it is up to us to ensure it 
stays well. 

Please celebrate Earth Sunday – 
not just one day but for 365 a year.

Celebrate Earth Sunday on April 21 or 28

Sue Carson, St. James, Dundas. Chair of 
Greening Niagara.  d.carson@sympatico.ca

Submitted by the  
TiM Continuation Committee

mailto:d.carson@sympatico.ca
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CoGS WHEELS  

By Randall Fairey

Randall Fairey is a Delegate to the Council of 
General Synod from the Ecclesiastical 
Province of British Columbia & Yukon

in retrospection

When you read this column the 
final meeting of the Council of 
General Synod 2016-2019 will have 
concluded in preparation for an his-
toric General Synod planned for July 
in Vancouver.  I have been a mem-
ber of CoGS for three of the last four 
trienniums between 2007 and now.  It 
has been a privilege to serve on behalf 
of the Diocese of Kootenay and our 
Ecclesiastical Province. My current 
term will come to an end at General 
Synod and unless God calls me in a 
way I cannot refuse, this will be my 
last time to serve in this capacity.

So it is with mixed feelings of sad-
ness and the satisfaction of accom-
plishment that I am writing to you 
in my “CoGS Wheels” column for the 
last time. Reflecting on the tremen-
dous changes that have occurred 
over this time, I find myself amazed 
at how God, the Holy Spirit, moves 
the Church. Some believe that the 
Anglican Church of Canada changes 
at a ponderous pace however my feel-
ing is that on balance, this is a good 
thing. That it takes two trienniums to 
amend a Canon dealing with worship, 
doctrine, and discipline means that 
sober and careful second thought 
emerge from prayer and broad 
consultation which unquestionably 
enhances the mature content and 

quality of our changing Church laws 
and governance.

At my first General Synod in 
Winnipeg, 2007 we laid the founda-
tions for the Church to recognize the 
legitimate aspirations of LGBTQ2 Ca-
nadian Anglicans earnestly desiring 
to have their relationships in faith-
ful and lifelong partnerships to be 
blessed. Depending on the outcome 
of Second Reading of the proposed 
amendments to the Marriage Canon 
(Canon XXI) in July, we may complete 
moving the Church to a place where 
their partnerships are not only recog-
nized and blessed as true marriages 
but performed in harmony with the 
current Preface to Canon XXI  and 
considered equivalent in sacramental 
terms.

At the same Synod we were in-
troduced to the Rt. Rev. Mark Mac-
Donald, the first National Indigenous 
Anglican Bishop. What a remarkable 
gift from God to have this man of 
deep faith, historical knowledge, and 
strong and respected leadership, ap-
pointed to lead Indigenous Canadian 
Anglicans on a path of Gospel Disci-
pleship and Reconciliation for Indig-
enous and non-indigenous Canadian 
Anglicans alike.  His patient leader-
ship and wise counsel has fostered 
and strengthened the foundations of 
the Anglican Council of Indigenous 
Peoples, Native Ministries, and the 
Sacred Circle. Strong Indigenous 
governance is emerging to create 
and support a Self-determining and 
Self-governing  National indigenous 
Church that desires to remain with-
in the Anglican Church of Canada. 
I have been especially privileged to 
work as a member of the Governance 
Working Group (GWG) on the neces-
sary changes to our Canons to allow 
this to happen. In Halifax in 2010 

on behalf of the GWG I presented 
the resolution that resulted in a new 
Canon - Canon XXII. This Canon 
continues to be shaped by amend-
ments, including proposals for GS 
2019.  These continue to inexorably 
move our church towards embody-
ing  the aspirations of  its Indigenous 
members and implementing the gov-
ernance that is required to make this 
happen. The GWG under the skilled 
chairmanship of National Chancellor 
David Phillip Jones has done truly 
amazing work and continues to be a 
valuable resource advising General 
Synod on the legal and orderly means 
to make this a reality.

In Winnipeg a similarly remark-
able event was the election of the Rt. 
Rev. Fred Hiltz as the 13th Primate of 
the ACC.  And on the last day of the 
Vancouver General Synod, a new Pri-
mate will take office as Primate Fred 
earns a well-deserved retirement.  
Again, God acted to gift our church 
with a man and leader of wonderful 
faithfulness and deep spirituality, 
who has led the major Councils of 
our Church and General Synod for a 
dozen years. Primate Fred has made 
the Office of the Primate singularly 
useful, respected, and practical. His 
tireless work and friendly pastoral 
manner have endeared him to not 
only Anglicans, but also to other 
Christians in Canada and across 
the world. His passion for what he 
frequently calls “our beloved Church” 
has had multiple expressions includ-
ing his work for Indigenous Angli-
cans,  his patronage of PWRDF, his 
care and leadership for the Anglican 
Church in Jerusalem and Cuba, and in 
the worldwide Anglican Communion, 
and for his exemplary and relent-
less rejection of racism and human 
trafficking. God will provide us with 

another qualified Bishop as our 14th 
Primate but all of us give deep thanks 
to God for Primate Fred’s memorable 
ministries and achievements.

There are innumerable faithful 
others in the Standing and Coordi-
nating  Committees of General Synod 
and in CoGS itself, who over these 
past twelve years have offered count-
less hours of service to God in His 
Church, often quietly and sometimes 
known only to God. We understand 
and appreciate that they contribute 
so much to the  “heartbeat” of our 
Church and Primate Fred encourages 
us to prayerfully recognize them, as 
he departs. We are blessed with An-
glicans across Canada who have faith 
and great ideas and who take their 
baptismal covenants seriously as they 
share in the lives of our parishes, dio-
ceses, provinces and national church. 
I have seen our church “militant here 
on earth” and I am so thankful to God 
for the privilege I have had in trying 
to contribute positively to the life of 
“our beloved Church.”

My motivation in writing “CoGS 
Wheels,” which I began in early 2008, 
has been to remind and to reflect to 
the diocesan readers of The HighWay-
that we are part of a larger National 
Church that at times may seem to 
some to be detached and remote. But 
the issues of faith, and spiritual and 
financial challenges, impact each of 
us as we gather Sunday by Sunday 
in our parishes, and at special times 
such as Synods, Committees and 
Councils.  In Kootenay we are blessed 
to have a very good Diocesan Paper, 
“The HighWay”  whose editor, Mr. 
John Lavender, has been nothing but 
supportive, wise and patient. I owe 
him enormous thanks. Perhaps if I 
am moved from time to time, I may 
be persuaded to author some “op-ed” 
pieces, but  I bid farewell from “CoGS 
Wheels” with profound gratitude. 
May the Peace of the Risen Christ 
bless you this Eastertide and into the 
future.

❑

A Prayer of TransitionBy Jane Boucet

O God, creator of all, you know how the waiting times, 
Are so difficult for humans to live through. 
How these anxious times, 
when we worry about the ongoing life of your church,
Are so hard for us to tolerate. 
How these in-between times 
of keeping the flow of daily life going when we feel unsettled by change,
Are so wearing on our energy  and resources. 
Open us to your Spirit, that we may be filled with 
the energy and strength we need to live through in-between times, 
the peace to live through anxious times
and the patience to live into the waiting times. 
We pray especially for our bishop-elect, Lynne, as she too waits,  
that she may arrive in the her new home of our diocese strengthened  and energized,  
ready for your future to unfold in and through us all. 
Amen. 
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By Yme Woensdregt

A Parable at the Movies

The Rev Dr Yme Woensdregt is the 
Dean of East Kootenay and Incumbent 
for Christ Church, Cranbrook.

❑

Last year, I went to the movies and  
received a surprise. I was expecting a 
couple of hours of mindless entertain-
ment. Instead a parable broke out.

Before I tell you which movie I 
went to see, let me say a few words 
about what a parable is. Many of us 
are familiar with the idea of parables 
from the gospels. In Matthew, Mark 
and Luke, Jesus is always telling para-
bles—such as the Good Samaritan or 
the Prodigal Son. These are wonder-
ful little stories which tell us some-
thing about God’s love for the world, 
and what it means to us to be good 
neighbours to one another.

A parable, simply put, is usually a 
brief, metaphorical story which con-
nects one way of seeing things with 
another way.

That’s what makes it a metaphor. 
John Dominic Crossan gives the fol-
lowing simple example:  

“The clouds are sailing across the sea’ is a 
metaphor because it sees the blue sky as if 
it were the sea, and it sees the white clouds 
as if they were white–sailed ships. A meta-
phor sees one thing as something else.”

Now that’s a fairly simple illus-
tration. It’s like saying “the snow is a 
white blanket” or “the classroom was 
a zoo”. Each phrase tells us something 
important about an experience by 
opening up a new world to our view 
as we think about it.

The same thing happens with a 
parable. As a metaphorical story, a 
parable helps us see something true 
about life from quite a different per-
spective.

Consider, for example, the Parable 
of the Good Samaritan. Someone 
asks Jesus, “Who is my neighbour?” 
Jesus doesn’t define a neighbour, as 
we might. Instead, he tells a para-
ble, a metaphorical story. The story 
fleshes out what it means to act as 
a neighbour to another person. The 
story draws us in and works its magic 
in our hearts and souls as we interact 
with the characters in the story. We 
imagine how our lives might be differ-
ent as we enter the rich world created 
in the story.

That was the experience I had 
when I went to watch “Christopher 
Robin”. It became a parable, the heart 
of which was about the importance 
of making a life instead of making a 
living.

The movie is based on the stories 
written by A. A. Milne about Winnie 
the Pooh and his friends Eeyore, 
Tigger, Kanga, Roo, Piglet, and the 
human character Christopher Robin.

Spoiler Alert! The basic story of 
the movie is that Christopher Robin 
has grown up. He has left Ashdown 
Forest, has gone to war and returned 
home. He is married and is the father 
of a daughter. He works for a luggage 
company which consumes all his 
time and all his energy so that he has 
none for his wife and daughter and—
most importantly—for himself. His 
job is threatened, and he has to find a 
way out.

So Winnie the Pooh comes from 
Ashdown Forest to find Christopher 
Robin, encouraging him to come 
back. At the same time, we see the 
pain and disappointment which his 
wife and daughter feel because he is 
not able to be present to them. Over 
and over again, Christopher says he is 
too busy, he’s got too much to do, he’s 
got no time for such frivolous activi-
ties, he needs to provide, he needs to 
do, he has to …

Before it’s too late, Pooh finds him 
and draws him back to Ashdown 
Forest. In the journey with the friends 
he has forgotten, Christopher Rob-
in finds himself again. At the same 
time, he also rediscovers his wife and 
daughter. He learns that life is not 
about making a living. Life, true life, is 

about making a good life, filled with 
relationships and a healthy balance 
of rest and work. Pooh reminds him, 
“People say nothing is impossible, but I do 
nothing every day.”

This parable had power for me, 
because it caused me to reflect on 
my own life. I am often busy. Some-
times, I am too busy. It’s easier for me, 
because I don’t have a wife or daugh-
ter whom I am ignoring. While that 
makes it easier, it also makes it more 
difficult, because I have no one to call 
me on my ‘busyness’.

And here’s the thing about para-
bles. They worm their way into our 
consciousness, and open us up to see 
something as if it were something 
else. I’ve tried since then to be more 
intentional about making a life for 
myself. I’ve been invited into another 
world … not Ashdown Forest, but 
a place of grace and delight which 
makes me reconsider what I need in 
order for my life to be full, complete, 
abundant and joyful.

By Pam Wilson

The Rev Pam Wilson is a member of the 
Spiritual Development Committee

The time is now for celebrating 
newness and renewal in the King-
dom of God. 

Spring is the season to plant and 
for seeds to grow naturally out of 
the darkness into the light.  Tiny 
new seeds flourish into healthy and 
vibrant plants by trimming, water-
ing and harvesting regularly and by 
paying particular attention to their 
needs.  

Now is the time for planting our 
new seeds, the time for growing into 

Rejoice Always, Pray Constantly

a new way, and bending towards a 
fresh way of being, perhaps a renewed 
way for prayer.  Living a life of prayer 
puts us in touch with what God is 
doing turning the world’s logic for the 
accumulation of possessions, status, 
and success upside down and calling 
us to participate in the logic of the 
Kingdom. God’s Kingdom, where the 
hungry are fed, the poor are rich, the 
oppressed go free and we partake in 
the bringing of justice to the world.  A 
discipline of prayer nourishes growth 
and empowers us with the courage 
to do what we are meant to do in 
this world. It is up to us to partici-
pate with God in the revealing of the 
Kingdom of God. Regular intentional 
prayer, spending time in the pres-
ence of God, moves us to rely on God 
for strength, courage, insight, hope, 
vision and endurance always!    

Whatever God does endures 
forever.  God is eternal and wills only 
what is good for all of creation and 

not just for a chosen few.  Through 
our baptismal covenant we are part of 
God’s plan for revealing the Kingdom 
of God each day.  As members of the 
Church, the Body of Christ we are do-
ing just that already and we can ‘keep 
on keeping on’ with God’s help. 

We seek God’s help for casting 
clear light on old patterns and for 
bending us towards new growth 
through quiet time, the study of 
scripture, meditation and prayer.   All 
are practices that prepare and culti-
vate the soil of the soul for the gift of 
The Divine.  In the birth, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus we receive our 
salvation, the freedom gifted to us in 
the forgiveness of sin and the eternal 
love of God through Jesus.  This is 
what we are celebrating!  

Happy Easter! 

“Rejoice always, pray 
constantly, and give 
thanks for everything.”
     
 1 Thessalonians 5:16

❑
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Not long ago, I heard an interview 
on the CBC program Q with British 
singer and songwriter, Sting. In the 
course of the interview, Q’s host, Tom 
Power, asked Sting this question: “Why 
do you think the themes of leaving and 
returning are so prominent in art?” Sting 
responded this way:

“I think exile for an artist is a very 
interesting phenomenon. Would James 
Joyce have been able to write so well 
about Dublin if he hadn’t exiled himself 
to Paris? I doubt it. What I’m saying is 
that sometimes you have to leave some-
where to actually see it, to comment on 
it; when you’re stuck there, it’s hard to 
see the wood for the trees. So, exile is a 
phenomenon that artists generally have. 
You have to leave to make it.” 

Speaking autobiographically, Sting 
said he knew he had to leave his native 
Newcastle and move to London in order 
to become a rock star. He also referred 
to The Animals, the first pop band in the 
60’s to make it out of Newcastle. Among 
their hits was “We Gotta Get Out of this 
Place.” With the refrain, “We gotta get out of 
this place, if it’s the last thing we ever do. We got-
ta get out of this place ‘cause girl, there’s a better 
life for me and you,” Sting referred to these 
lyrics as the anthem for his generation. At 
the same time, he acknowledged that “it 
takes a certain personality to get on the 
bus and move.” 

Not surprisingly, I tucked this conver-
sation away to use as the springboard for 
this article because the publication date 
for this issue of The HighWay comes near 
the end of Lent and the beginning of Holy 
Week, a time in the church year which in 
many ways reflects a theme of endings 
and beginnings, and how, in order to live 
life differently and hopefully better we are 
driven to move from one place to another 
– whether this be physical or metaphor-
ical. There is no question that what 
Sting has said about exile – “you have to 
leave to make it” and what The Animals 
conveyed through their music – “we gotta 
get out of this place” – both suggest some 
personal discernment and choice about 
leaving. In contrast to this, the biblical 
references to exile are depicted as an im-
prisonment suffered at the hands of the 
enemy, an imprisonment where choice 
doesn’t feature in the equation. Nonethe-

less, whether by force or by choice, such 
a time of exile has a way of producing a 
clarity about what is or is not important 
to us. To quote Sting once again, “when 
you’re stuck… it’s hard to see the wood for 
the trees.” 

Another thing that exile offers is the 
potential for others to see us differently, 
which may prove even more significant 
than how we see ourselves. The tenden-
cy for people to view us as how we have 
always been rather than how we might 
wish to be is potent. When I returned 
from England, just two years after I had 
converted to Christianity, I had a sur-
prising but eye-opening conversation 
with my sister regarding the relation-
ship which each of us now had with my 
mother. 

My sister had married quite young 
and, while her life after marriage wasn’t 
a carbon copy of the way she had been 
brought up, much of how she and her 
husband lived did reflect similar values to 
those of my family upbringing, particular-
ly my mother’s. I, on the other hand, had 
clearly opted for a different path, not only 
converting to Christianity but ultimately 
returning to Canada to seek ordination in 
the Anglican Church. What my sister had 
noticed and was unable to understand 
was that, despite our radically different 
circumstances, I now seemed to have a 
better relationship with my mother than 
she did. As I considered this, I realized 
that my having  effectively exiled myself 
from my religious upbringing, had forced 

my mother to change the way we had 
always related to one another; while still 
very much her child, she recognized that 
I was an adult child whose decisions were 
not necessarily going to be those which 
she might have chosen for me. Once she 
accepted this, we began to get along quite 
well. 

While my sister was also an adult 
child, her life, relative to mine, fit quite 
comfortably within my mother’s world 
view; because of this, my mother was 
unable to recognize the independence my 
sister both wanted and deserved. As Sting 
said in his radio interview, “You have to 
leave to make it.” It was a kind of funny 
moment when, in one of our conversa-
tions, my sister said to me, “You mean I 
have to convert to get her to change the 
way she regards me?” I’m sure the situa-
tion didn’t require that much of a drastic 
measure, but the point still remains: “You 
have to leave to make it.”

At some level, choosing exile is reflec-
tive of a Christian understanding of the 
cross – in Paul’s words, the proclamation 
of “Christ crucified, a stumbling-block 
to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles.” 
Christians believe and understand that 
resurrection comes only by way of the 
cross. During our life, one way that we 
might experience such resurrection is 
through exile, hopefully because we have 
the opportunity to choose this rather 
than having it forced upon us by others.    

By Nissa Basbaum

Nissa Basbaum is the Dean of  
St Michael & All Angels Cathedral  
in Kelowna

Choosing a Place of Exile

❑

The Ven. Trevor Freeman is the 
Executive Archdeacon for the  
Diocese of Kootenay.     
The following article comes from 
his blog on “The Community.” 
http://thecommunity.anglican.ca/

By Trevor Freeman

Plant a Tree

The story goes that Martin Luther 
was once asked what he would do 
if he knew that Christ was return-
ing tomorrow. Apparently he said, 
“I’d plant a tree”. It’s a pretty beau-
tiful response. It’s a response that 
demonstrates Luther’s commitment 
to building the right kind of world 
regardless of circumstances, good or 
bad.

It’s never easy to be committed to 
building the right kind of world but 
it’s been easier in the last few de-
cades to feel good about it, at least in 
wealthy and stable places like Can-
ada. We have seen in the last couple 
of generations the quality of life rise, 
economic growth, and the expansion 
of rights for traditionally excluded 
and marginalized people. I hope it 
goes without saying that the positive 
progress is not complete and that 
there are still people and communi-
ties that live in the midst of exclusion 
and marginalization. 

But it’s been easy to believe in 
progress. It’s been easy to believe that 
the long arc of the universe bends 
toward justice. Maybe it’s only been 
easy for those of us who live lives of 
privilege but that’s been the dominant 
narrative of our time.

The conviction that progress will 
continue and that things can only get 
better makes planting trees easier. It’s 
easier to work on building the right 
kind of world when it seems like all 
our efforts will yield a harvest seven-
fold or tenfold. 

But what happens to our desire to 
plant trees when the bad guy wins? 
Or when death wipes out the gains of 
a lifetime? What happens to us when 
we see that progress may in fact be 
reversed? That all we’ve built may be 
lost?

Those of us who have been priv-
ileged to live in times and places of 
stability and wealth have not often 
had to confront these questions. It is 
hard, however, to consider the chal-
lenges of these days and not confront 
the possibility that positive progress 
is slowing. 

And if we discover that we are 
indeed living in an age when positive 
progress slows or stops we will lose 
some of our energy to plant trees. 
That is, we will lose some of our en-
ergy for planting trees if our expec-
tation is that we will see those trees 
become large and mighty oaks. 

But Luther clearly wasn’t motivat-
ed to plant trees, to build the right 
kind of world, by the expectation 
that he’d see it. The desire, the com-
mitment, to build the right kind of 
world was founded on the faith that 
doing right is always right and never 
wasted or lost regardless of the cost. 
At Easter we will again be reminded 
that we live in the promise of Christ’s 
ultimate victory and that nothing 
good is wasted.

So, take courage. 
Plant a tree.
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Newfoundland clergy sleep 
on the floor for furniture bank

Clergy in the diocese of eastern New-
foundland and Labrador are planning 
to spend a night sleeping on the floor 
of the cathedral of St. John the Bap-
tist, in St. John’s, for an organization 
that provides used furniture to those 
in need.

The event is part of a new cam-
paign being launched by the arch-
deaconry of Avalon, “Clergy on the 
Floor.” Participants seek donors to 
sponsor their night of sleep without 
a bed at the cathedral, to take place 
April 26. They hope to raise aware-
ness and funds, to the tune of $10,000, 
for Home Again Furniture Bank, a 
non-profit group that collects and 
then redistributes second-hand furni-
ture in the St. John’s region for free.

“Their discomfort is a demonstra-
tion of their compassion for those 
in our region who live without basic 
furnishings each day and night,” says 
Maureen Lymburner, director of de-
velopment for Home Again.

The non-profit distributes the 
furniture to people referred to it by 
its partners, which include Anglican 
parishes in the region.

Home Again says it has provid-
ed used furniture to more than 870 
households in less than three and a 
half years. As of press time, more than 
200 households were on its growing 
waiting list.
—Anglican Life

Montreal church offers per-
formance space to local cir-
cus

St. Jax Anglican Church in Montreal 
is renting space to Le Monastère, a 
circus company that specializes in 
intimate, cabaret-style shows.

According to St. Jax incumbent the 
Rev. Graham Singh, Montreal is home 
to “some 10,000 workers in the circus 
industry,” yet finding performance 
space for high-flying circus acts is 
difficult, especially for smaller groups 
of circus artists. Circuses require high 
ceilings. “Those we have, in abun-
dance, in our churches!” Singh says.

The agreement with Le Monastère 
is part of a new venture, the Trinity 
Centres Foundation, of which Singh 
is executive director. The foundation 
was founded by about 50 profession-
als from the property finance, archi-
tecture, urban planning and social 
innovation fields and the voluntary 

Canada News Briefs
By Tali Folkins

News articles from Canadian Diocesan Newspapers 

sector. Its aim is to transform Cana-
da’s church buildings into community 
hubs.

Le Monastère was founded in 2016 
by Rosalie Beauchamp and Guillaume 
Blais. It is a non-profit organization 
that aims to promote both the circus 
arts and the city of Montreal interna-
tionally.
—Montreal Anglican

Diocese of Toronto’s 
FaithWorks campaign raises 
$1.4 million

An annual funding drive by the dio-
cese of Toronto raised $1,365,600 in 
2018, beating its goal.

 The diocese’s FaithWorks cam-
paign, which has raised more than 
$30 million since it was launched in 
1996, helps families in crisis, needy 
children, youth and women, newcom-
ers, homeless and imprisoned people, 
HIV/AIDS patients and people living 
in developing countries. 

The campaign was helped by a 
“challenge grant” by an anonymous 
donor, and the response of parish-
ioners to that challenge. The donor 
pledged to match every new or 
increased donation from the parishes 
up to $75,000. Parishioners met the 
challenge, increasing their donations 
by $108,000.

The result of the campaign shows 
that “Anglicans have a heart for social 
justice and taking care of the most 
vulnerable among us,” said Andrew 
Asbil, diocesan bishop of Toronto. 
“I’m incredibly grateful for parishes 
and individuals who take the time 
not just to support the fabric and the 
ministry of their home church but to 
look beyond themselves.”

Donations from parishes totaled 
$726,300, 13 per cent more than in 
2017. Corporations gave $259,300, 20 
per cent less than the previous year. 
Individuals, groups, foundations, be-
quests and interest on the campaign’s 
endowment fund totalled $378,000.

The goal for this year’s FaithWorks 
campaign is $1.35 million.
—The Anglican

Anglican priest from Syria 
warmly welcomed in Prince 
Albert

The Rev. Eyad Ajji, a newcomer to 
Canada who grew up in Syria and 
lived in Jordan for 13 years, is the 
newest Anglican priest in Prince 
Albert, Sask.

Ajji and his family had previous-
ly been living in Calgary since they 
arrived in Canada just over two years 
ago. While he is relatively new to 
Canada, Ajji didn’t come as a refugee. 
“My family and I lived in Jordan for 
13 years because I was ordained as a 
priest in the Anglican church there,” 
he says.

“Because we are a Syrian family, 
living in Jordan, we were still foreign-
ers there, even though we speak the 
same language,” he says. Ajji describes 
the situation in the Middle East as 
getting worse by the day. “Because of 
the Syrian crisis, the future wasn’t ob-
vious for us. If my children graduated 
from university, they wouldn’t get any 
jobs because they were foreigners.”

Ajji and his family moved to Can-
ada to find a “place to live peacefully.” 
They have found Canadians to be 
friendly and kind. “They let us feel 
that this is really our home.”

Ajji emphasizes that not all Syrians 
coming to Canada are refugees, and 
doesn’t agree with those who say that 
people who immigrate to Canada are 
trying to change the country’s culture. 
“As a newcomer…when I immigrated 
to Canada, we should understand 
that this country has standards, laws. 
We shouldn’t change anything,” he 
says.

So far, the Anglican community 
in Prince Albert has been welcom-
ing and helpful in helping the family 
settle in. “People kept in touch with 
me on email. Especially when I met 
Bishop Michael [Hawkins]…and the 
other staff, I felt like I had been living 
here for several months. Nothing was 
strange, nothing was really new,” he 
says.

“Before we arrived, I felt like they 
were our family.”

Ajji was installed as a priest Febru-
ary 3 at St. George’s Anglican Church.
—Saskatchewan Anglican

B.C. congregation reaches 
out to community, reverses 
decline

A small ecumenical ministry in the 
diocese of British Columbia has been 
attracting increasing numbers of 
congregants after taking a number of 
measures aimed at building bridges 
with the local community.

More than two years ago, St. John 
Gualbert, a shared Anglican Church 
of Canada-United Church of Canada 
ministry in Port McNeill, B.C., had 
a half-dozen regular congregants 
for Sunday morning services, and a 
succession of clergy who tended to 
stay for a relatively short period of 
time before moving on. Two parish-
ioners, Craig and Deborah Murray, 
together with some others, went 
door-to-door through the community, 
raising $120,000 for a new roof and 
other building renovations. They also 
applied to the diocese’s Vision Fund 
for support putting on community 
dinners, organizing weekly programs 
for children and elderly people, re-
furbishing the church’s second-hand 
bookstore and getting a mural paint-
ed on the church’s fence under the 
supervision of a local artist. 

The church now has a deck for 
people in wheelchairs to view its 
community garden, comfortable 
chairs instead of pews, and its book-
store serves as a local gathering place. 
Sunday services attract 32 people 
and the congregation is growing. 
The congregation is still unable to 
afford a full-time priest or minister, 
but Deborah Murray, a lay reader and 
celebrant, has been authorized by the 
United Church of Canada to baptize 
and serve communion.
—The Diocesan Post

PASS The HighWay 
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• book swap boxes

When you’ve finished with your copy of 
The HighWay, leave it in public 
places where others can enjoy it.
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