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Front Cover is a composite of two 
images: one of the Church of the 
Holy Sepulchre and the other the 
Garden Tomb in Jerusalem. The 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre is also 
called the Church of the Resurrection 
or Church of the Anastasis by Orthodox 
Christians) and is a church in the Chris-
tian Quarter of the Old City of Jerusalem. 
The church contains, according to tra-
ditions dating back to at least the fourth 

century, the two holiest sites in Christian-
ity: the site where Jesus of Nazareth was 
crucified, at a place known as "Calvary" 
or "Golgotha", and Jesus's empty tomb, 
where he is said to have been buried and 
resurrected. The tomb is enclosed by the 
19th-century shrine, called the Aedicule 
(Edicule). The Status Quo, a 150-year-old 
understanding between religious com-
munities, applies to the site.

The Garden Tomb is believed by many 
to be the garden and sepulchre of Joseph 

of Arimathea, and therefore a possible 
site of the resurrection of Jesus. The Gar-
den is owned and administered by The 
Garden Tomb (Jerusalem) Association, a 
Christian non-denominational charitable 
trust based in the United Kingdom. It is 
a rock-cut tomb in Jerusalem which was 
unearthed in 1867 and is considered by 
some Christians to be the site of the buri-
al and resurrection of Jesus. The tomb has 
been dated by prominent Israeli archae-
ologist Gabriel Barkay to the 8th–7th 

centuries BC. However, the re-use of old 
tombs was not an uncommon practice 
in ancient burial rituals. The Garden 
Tomb is adjacent to a rocky escarpment 
which since the mid-nineteenth century 
has been proposed by some scholars to 
be Golgotha. In contradistinction to this 
modern identification, the traditional 
site where the death and resurrection of 
Christ are believed to have occurred has 
been the Church of the Holy Sepul-
chre at least since the fourth century. ❑
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By Archbishop 
John E. Privett

Dear Friends,

Easter Blessings to each of you!  We 
have now entered that season of 
the Church year called “The Great 
50 Days.” Fifty days to rejoice, to 
embrace and to ponder the amaz-
ing Easter proclamation, “Christ is 
Risen!”  As part of my daily morning 
prayers, I read the words from the 
first Letter of Peter, “Blessed be the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  By his 
great mercy he has given us a new birth 
into a living hope through the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an 
inheritance that is imperishable, unde-
filed, and unfading, kept in heaven for 
you.” (1 Peter 1:3-4).  There is much to 
be considered in this text, but let me 
simply say that for me it is a reminder 
each day that we live in the light of 
the resurrection of Jesus which is the 
foundation for our Christian hope — 
a hope that is for our life beyond this 
life, and also a hope that is for our life 
today and each and every day.   As our 
baptismal liturgy teaches us, through 
the waters of baptism we are born 
into the life, death and resurrection 
of Jesus.  There are many ways of 
understanding the resurrection and 
as we rise each morning we rise in the 
knowledge that God has raised Jesus 
from death, and that the whole cre-
ation is being renewed and restored.  
When asked why he was a person of 

hope, the late Cardinal Leon Suenens 
wrote, “Because I believe that God 
is born anew each morning.”  Jean 
Baptiste Lacordaire said something 
similar, “All that I know of tomorrow 
is that Providence will rise before the 
sun.”  Our hope as Christian people 
lies in the unfolding activity of God 
in the world which has been revealed 
supremely in the resurrection of Jesus.

It is in that spirit of hope that we 
can consider our own lives, the life 
of our congregation and beyond, and 
ask “What is God doing in my life, in 
my church and in the world?”  As we 
prepare for our Diocesan Synod in 
just a few short weeks now, we can 
look to our work together with an-
ticipation of what God will do in and 
through us.  Please keep the Synod in 
your prayers this month.

With this column we arrive at 
the 6th mark of a healthy church 
as identified in recent research.  In 
many ways the 6th mark finds its 
foundation in the living hope that is 
ours in the Risen Christ.  That liv-
ing hope of God’s continuing pres-
ence and activity is made new each 
day.  The 6th mark is that a healthy 
church “makes room for all”.  It is 
inclusive, rather than exclusive.  The 
first characteristic of that is that 
the church welcomes all.  That may 
seem obvious.  I have never been in 
a congregation that did not say “We 
are a friendly congregation.”  Yet there 
are many subtle and not so subtle 
ways that we become exclusive, 
from the ways we dress, to whom we 
choose to talk on Sunday mornings, 

to who gets invited to serve in dif-
ferent ministries, to how “outsiders” 
are viewed.  Healthy churches not 
only state a welcome, but are active 
in including and incorporating new 
members. The presence of the strang-
er or visitor may be a sign that God 
is doing something new in our midst. 
Healthy congregations also intention-
ally incorporate children and young 
people into their life by finding ways 
they can actively participate (and 
not simply being present on adult 
terms).  Many congregations have a 
nostalgic longing for young families, 
but are so removed from the daily life 
of most young families that they are 
unable to imagine what it might take 
to help them to feel included and not 
simply be spectators to an established 
morning routine.   Healthy congrega-
tions also have a place for enquirers 
and visitors to learn more about and 
experience Christian faith through 
the life of the congregation. There is 
a huge number of people who have 
never been inside a church and only 
have a minimal understanding of 
Christian faith.  Sunday morning may 
not be the best or right place for an 
enquirer to start.  Healthy congrega-
tions find time and make room for 
enquirers to ask genuine questions in 
a safe and hospitable environment as 
they explore and discover the spir-
itual riches of our faith. And finally, 
healthy congregations reflect a lively 
diversity. I remember my first clergy 
conference in the Diocese in 2005.  
The Canadian Sociologist, Reginald 
Bibby, was leading our conference 

In My View
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and at one point he looked at all of us 
clergy, and said, “What you Anglicans 
don’t realize, is that you are an ethnic 
church!”  I have not forgotten that as I 
consider our history and think about 
the makeup of our congregations. A 
healthy diversity is about country of 
origin, race, physical and mental abil-
ities and multiple ages where distinc-
tions such as us/them are minimized.  
It is a living out the understanding 
that what unites us in Christ is not a 
shared background or similar social 
values, but God’s love which has 
been poured out upon us all.   Each 
of these:  a conscious welcome, an 
intentional ministry to children and 
youth, a place for enquirers, and a 
healthy diversity of ages, ethnicities, 
and experiences all contribute to a 
congregation that makes room for the 
many who God calls into the commu-
nity of faith. 

In my view, the resurrection of 
Jesus offers us a living hope for our 
personal lives, for our life in our com-
munities of faith and for our world 
in which the church is called to be a 
beacon of faith, hope and love.

A joyous and hope-filled Easter 
season, 

+ John

7    Part 6     Christ is Risen 
Alleluia! 
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Editorial

By John Lavender

This Easter edition of The HighWay 
represents in many ways who we 
are as Anglicans. The front cover 
contains two images, both distinct: 
one orthodox, of the crucified Christ 
from the Church of the Holy Sepul-
chre; the other is of the Garden Tomb. 
The Garden Tomb is not the accepted 
location, but represents simplicity 
and beauty. This is where Archbish-
op John’s   article of “7 Mark’s of a 

Healthy Church” comes in, because 
Anglicans bridge orthodox, catholic 
and protestant values, secular and 
spiritual. 

The Spiritual Development Com-
mittee’s article this month illustrates 
how we relate our life in the world 
with our spiritual practice by compar-
ing a “fuzzy sweater” to “prayer.” 

This edition also includes informa-
tion on preparing for Synod, which 
takes place April 20-22. Synod is the 
governance of the church in which la-
ity and clergy participate.  Even if you 
are not a delegate you can read about 
one of the issues being discussed: 
“This Holy Estate.”  The Report of the 
Commission on the Marriage Canon 
can be found on the Anglican Church 
of Canada website https://www.an-
glican.ca/wp-content/uploads/Mar-
riage_Canon_REPORT_15Sept22.pdf. 

Yme Woensdregt’s articles are well 
received and often are reproduced in 
other diocesan newspapers as well 
as local newspapers. This month he 
reminds us that Easter is not only 
about chocolates and bunnies, or the 
coming of spring, but that on Eas-
ter Sunday “Christ the Lord is risen 
today!”

Last month we made an appeal 
that readers express their opinion 
regarding whether they preferred 
receiving a printed version of the 
Anglican Journal and The HighWay or 
rather read them online. We have 
already received some replies, and I 
thank those who made the effort to 
do so. There is still time if you who 
haven’t got round to it yet. “Mak-
ing the effort” is actually the point, 
because in our busy life we have to set 
time aside, and it may not be a prior-
ity to go and check what’s happening 
in the Church online. Nevertheless, 
when you have a copy of a newspaper 
in your hand there are times when we 
sit down, take a few breaths and read, 
and are often blessed by doing so.  I 
believe that the Anglican Journal and 
The HighWay connect us, as Anglicans, 
more than if they were not readily 
available. 

❑

Obituary
RAGG - The Rev. Canon Harold 
Ivor Groves (Ben) Ragg died in 
Shawnigan Lake February 25, 2018. 
Born in Winnipeg, he grew up in Calgary 
where his father was Bishop from 1943-
1952. With his father, both brothers, and 
one brother-in-law ordained Anglican 
priests, he knew his calling from an early 
age. Ben studied History at UBC, received 
his LTh from Trinity College, Toronto, 
was ordained Deacon in St Barnabas 
Church, Victoria, in 1952, and Priest a 
year later. After a curacy at St Simon's, 
Toronto, he ministered at Christ Church, 
The Pas, Manitoba, where he met his wife 
Marion; St. David's Castlegar, BC; St. 
Luke's in Vancouver; a 3-point parish 
including St. David's Blackwell (Sarnia), 
St. John-in-the-Wilderness, Bright's 
Grove, and Christ Church Camlachie, 
Ontario; Christ Church London; St. John's 
in Duncan BC; and St. Luke's Cedar Hill 
in Victoria. He retired in 1995, serving as 
Interim Rector at St. Martin-in-the-Field 
in Saanich, and he returned to St Barna-
bas, Victoria, as an Honorary Assistant. 
His work in hospitals as visitor and chap-
lain was greatly appreciated by many. He 
was editor of the Diocesan Post (BC) for 
several years. He considered some of his 
most important work to be his time as 
chair of the Diocesan Social Concerns 
Committee, which involved support-
ing First Nations land claims, health 
concerns, and other issues. His time at 
Christ Church, The Pas, where searchers 
tracking the lost Franklin expedition built 
the pews and other items in the church, 
sparked his keen interest in the search 
for Franklin's remains. In later years, he 
and Marion pursued their love of history 
in several trips to the UK and Europe. 
Predeceased by his wife, he leaves 
three daughters, two sons-in-law, 10 
grandchildren, and 4 great-grandchil-
dren. Funeral service was held at St. 
Luke's Anglican Church, Victoria, on 
March 7, 2018.

❑
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By Joanne Simpson

The Joanne Simpson is the chair of the 
Spiritual Development Committee

Ordination of Agnes Scott, Deacon 

Ordination: October 15, 2017 at Christ Church, Fernie.  The Most Rev. John E. Privett, Rev. Agnes Scott (Deacon), The Ven. Christine Ross

Prayer like a fuzzy sweater  

Our Lenten journey is over.  We’ve 
travelled the 40 days, perhaps in 
repentance, fasting, self-examination 
and reflection, in preparation for the 
coming of Easter.   For each of us the 
experience has been different.  Hope-
fully, for each of us, we’ve gained an 
insight or seed or grace over these 
days, which will continue to bear fruit 
in our spiritual lives.   

However, in our longing to im-
itate Christ, we can often become 
frustrated by, as one person put it, 
that: “although everything changes, 
everything stays the same.”   We want 
to “walk in the light, as He is in the 
light”, but we often find ourselves, like 
the disciples, locked behind the doors 
of our fears.  How do we begin to live 
into the promise of the resurrection 
power of Jesus?

My suggestion to you is this:  
prayer.  Soaking our minds, our 
spirits, in God’s presence every day is 
transformative.  Jesus is alive, and in 
our midst, speaking “Peace be with 
you.”  Let us make a space where 
we can be quiet and listen to God, 
offering that peace to us.  Let us give 
our time and energy to spending time 
with the Risen Lord.

 You may have heard people say 
“You become like the people you hang 
around with.”  The people we are 
closest to and spend the most time 
with have an impact on us:  on our 
moods, our thoughts, our opinions, 
our attitudes.  We like to think we are 
independent of outside influence, and 
possibly in many areas we are.  But 
research has shown that we’re more 
affected by our environment than we 
think.  Like a fuzzy sweater, we begin to 
collect the lint and threads from all 

those around us, and over time, we 
begin to look, think and feel different-
ly.

If this is true, how important, then, 
for us choose to spend time with The 
One we admire the most and whose 
qualities we want to display.  Commit 
to a certain amount of time each day 
– it doesn’t matter if it’s 10 minutes or 
an hour.  Make a firm commitment to 
place yourself in God’s presence for 
that length of time.  Have the inten-
tion to just BE…BE with God.  Be 
daring enough to let God be in charge 
of how that time goes.  Your part is 
just to consciously place yourself in 
God’s presence, opening your heart 
and mind to whatever God wants to 
do.  Don’t judge; don’t force anything 
— in fact, you don’t even have to 
think or talk.  Just BE with God, and 
let God’s Holy Spirit soak into your 
spirit, touching, healing, transform-
ing, encouraging.  

Sometimes (often!) this kind of 
prayer can feel like nothing is happen-
ing.  But the point is not to receive, 
but to give – to give that time to God 
and allow God to be in charge of what 
will come out of it.  And remember, 
the more time you spend in God’s 
presence, the more God’s likeness will 
be evident in your life.  

Let the ‘fuzzy sweater’ of your 
prayer time begin to collect bits and 
pieces of God’s character.  Be patient!  
Give it time.  Give God time, and you 
will begin to see that through the 
resurrection of Jesus, God does make 
all things new. As you resurrect your 
prayer life, you will experience Jesus’ 
resurrection power, to live free from 
sin and death and to have a life fully 
alive.  

❑
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CoGS WHEELS  

By randall fairey

Randall Fairey is a Delegate to the 
Council of General Synod (CoGS) and 
Prolocutor of the Ecclesiastical 
Province of British Columbia & Yukon

The Council of General Synod has 
the responsibility of supporting 
the Departments of General Syn-
od.  Global Relations is one of these 
important Departments and is led 
by Dr. Andrea Mann, and Canon 
Dr. Isaac Kawuki Mukasa (African 
Relations) aided by staff member 
Claudia Alvarez.  The broad mandate 
of Global Relations includes a very 
important relationship with the Epis-
copal Diocese of Jerusalem home to 
30 Anglican parishes in Israel, Gaza, 
the West Bank (Palestine), Jordan, 
and Lebanon.  Over the past decade a 
close relationship has grown between 
the Anglican Church of Canada and 
the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem.  
In late 2009, with the encouragement 
of our Primate, Archbishop Fred Hiltz, 
the Diocese of Ottawa established a 
Partnership as a Companion Diocese.  
Bishop John Chapman has continued 
to foster a close relationship with the 
Episcopal Diocese and over the past 
nine years there have been exchanges 
including a memorable Jerusalem 
Women’s Gathering in 2016, hosted 
by Mrs. Shafeeqa Dawani, the Arch-

bishop of Jerusalem’s charming and 
knowledgeable wife.

At General Synod 2010 in Halifax, 
then Bishop Suheil Dawani was the 
keynote speaker along with Shafeeqa 
and he outlined the many challenges 
of being the Anglican Church in the 
Holy Land.  A close personal friend-
ship has developed between our 
Primate and Archbishop Dawani and 
his family.  Over the ensuing years 
Canadian Anglicans have come to 
know and support the extensive and 
often difficult work of the Diocese.  
The Mission includes maintain-
ing worship and sacred ministry, 
healthcare ministries which include 
hospitals, clinics, and rehabilitation 
centers, and education roles with 
the operation of schools.  An import-
ant additional role is through the 
Diocesan Peace and Reconciliation 
department which strives to promote 
and strengthen the dialogue between 
Christian, Jews and Muslims in these 
countries.  There is a Kids4Peace pro-
gram educating young people in the 
actions and language of acceptance 
and tolerance.

In 2011 CoGS approved the Terms 
of Reference for a new Companions 
of Jerusalem organization.  As the 
national website describes, the Com-
panions of Jerusalem is a national, 
voluntary body of Canadian Angli-
cans drawn together in common con-
cern and support for the well-being 
of the Church in the land of Christ’s 
birth, death, and resurrection.  There 
are four key areas for the work of this 
group; to foster learning and aware-
ness of the mission of the Diocese of 

Jerusalem, to facilitate and inform 
Canadians of opportunities for travel 
and pilgrimages connecting the “liv-
ing stones” of the Jerusalem Church, 
to act for peace and reconciliation 
including ecumenical partnerships, 
and to identify opportunities for 
projects and fund-raising for specific 
ministries in the Diocese.

To join the Companions of Jeru-
salem and receive information and 
progress reports, an application form 
is available online with three catego-
ries of annual membership; Diocese 
($500), Parish ($250), and Individual 
($50).  I urge you to explore the web-
sites online and consider joining and 
supporting the Companions.

One of the important develop-
ments has been the identification 
of Jerusalem Sunday, as part of our 
National Church Calendar.  Normally 
now the second Sunday in May, this 
May 13 will be an opportunity for all 
of us to raise consciousness and offer 
prayer and support to the “Living 
Stones” — Palestinian and Arab 
Christians who are the ancestors of 
the first Christian communities in the 
regions.  Special offerings are sent to 
support the ministries of the Diocese 
of Jerusalem.  One of the most im-
portant is the Princess Basma Centre 
for Disabled Children in Jerusalem, 
providing a wide range of medical, 
rehabilitation and other services for 
both children and adults living with 
disabilities and health challenges in 
East Jerusalem.

That constant prayer and financial 
support is needed is particularly fo-
cused as I write this column.  Without 

notice, the Municipal Authorities 
in Jerusalem, have proposed new 
legislation to tax United Nations 
properties, and the Christian Church-
es established in Jerusalem partic-
ularly for lands that have been sold 
often to support the mission of these 
churches.  Additionally, while holy 
sites are purported to be exempt, 
other Christian Church properties 
that have traditionally been exempt 
for centuries are being targeted for 
taxation including back taxes on real 
estate sales.  This will affect innocent 
bystander tenants in many of those 
properties and the sources of income 
for support of God’s Mission.  Since 
the Christians in Jerusalem especial-
ly are of Palestinian origins, politics 
are involved in a complicated and 
far-reaching way.  The recent action 
by the United States to recognize 
Jerusalem as the capital of Israel has 
doubtless emboldened such sudden 
and threatening actions.  The Episco-
pal Diocese of Jerusalem and Arch-
bishop Suheil Dawani needs our help 
more than ever.  

As a protest, for one of the few 
times in history, and recently not 
since 1990, the doors of the Church of 
the Holy Sepulchre have been locked 
on the authority of the Patriarchs and 
Archbishops of the Orthodox and 
Roman Catholic Churches.  Having 
personally worshipped there, at the 
place of Calvary and in Christ’s tomb, 
it is one of my saddest contempla-
tions that our holiest Christian site 
is a pawn in the politics of Jerusa-
lem.  Hopefully when this column 
is published the latest struggle for 
Christians in the Middle East and 
Jerusalem will be settled by peaceful 
means and continued reconciliation 
of people of faith in that amazing city 
will continue and grow.  Pray for the 
Peace of Jerusalem.

❑

By  the Ven.  
trevor freeman 
Executive Archdeacon

Global relations: The Holy Land

Synod 2018: Though we are many…
we all belong to each other.

“The word synod,” explains Arch-
bishop John Privett, “means the way 
together, and that is exactly what 
makes synod gatherings so powerful.  
Every three years ( formerly, every 
two years), people from every single 
parish in the diocese come together. 
We build relationships, we learn and 
work together.  Synods are deeply 
significant for growing our common 
life in Christ.” 

Indeed, the momentum that 
always grows from the way together is 
sprouting across the diocese. By the 
time you read this article, most of the 
preparatory work will be done! Synod 

delegates will have been selected and 
registered, resolutions will have been 
submitted, and the Synod Package 
will have been sent out.  The last min-
ute organizing will be ongoing and 
the energy will be continuing to build!  

Whether you’re going to synod or 
not, you have a role to play. Talk to 
your parish delegates and find out 
what is on the agenda. See if there 
are things that they’re particularly 
excited about or concerned about. Of-
fer your support! Synod delegates do 
important work that impacts all of us.

Then, please pray! In particular, 
the Synod Planning Committee re-
quests prayers for: 

Synod 2018 

❑

n   Informative, thorough, regional 
pre-Synod sessions for all dele-
gates 

n   Safe travel, open hearts, and wis-
dom in decision-making for all 
delegates

n   Those leading the worship, music, 
and business discussions

n   Those “behind the scenes” (pre-
paring food, doing set-up, manag-
ing sound, etc.) 

n   Archbishop John, and our guest 
speakers, the Most Rev. Fred Hiltz 
and the Rev. Dr. Jay Koyle.  

Then, in early May, be sure to ask 
what happened at Synod, what your 
delegates learned and the decisions 

they made. Find out how Christ is 
moving and working across the dio-
cese, and then give thanks for the har-
vest of blessings that will ripen from 
the way together.   
 

“The way together”
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❑

By Nissa Basbaum

Nissa Basbaum is the Dean of  
St Michael & All Angels Cathedral  
in Kelowna

Only one way up 

One of the first and most helpful 
theological books I read before 
making a final decision to convert 
to Christianity was a children’s story 
called Hope for the Flowers. Though the 
book may be marketed for young peo-
ple, like most fairy tales and nursery 
rhymes, its message is an adult one. 
It was a Roman Catholic nun who 
recommended I read it and, since she 
did this, I have referred to this story 
on numerous occasions. As a tale of 
crucifixion and resurrection, it pro-
vides a particularly helpful backdrop 
for Holy Week and Easter.

The book is about two caterpillars 
named Yellow and Stripe. In their 
quest to figure out what life is about, 
they come upon a hill covered with 
caterpillars like themselves who 
inform them that the object of the hill 
is to get on board and start climbing. 
The purpose of the climb is to get to 
the top, though none of the caterpil-
lars knows what they will find at the 
top. Upon hearing this, Yellow and 
Stripe jump on and begin their long 
trek upward. In the pages that follow, 
however, they each discover that if 
they don’t step on others, they will be 
stepped on themselves; if they don’t 
knock others off the hill, they will be 
knocked off themselves. Ultimately, 
Yellow says she has had enough. She 
convinces Stripe to return to the 
bottom of the hill; her hope is to find 
a place for the two of them where 
they can make a life for themselves, 
free of all the pushing and shoving. It 
does not take long, however, before 
Stripe’s curiosity begins to get the 
better of him, so much so that he 
tells Yellow he must return to the 
caterpillar hill and climb to the top to 
find out what is up there. Though he 
wants Yellow to go back with him, she 
is adamant that she will not return 
to that life; Stripe, therefore, sets off 
on his own and within no time he is 
back on the mountain, scratching 
and clawing his way up to the top. 
In the meantime, Yellow begins and 
ultimately completes her transfor-

mation from caterpillar to butterfly. 
Not surprisingly, she flies to the top 
of the caterpillar hill to connect with 
Stripe, who has by this time managed 
to reach the pinnacle, only to discover 
that there is nothing special there. 
Recognition comes to Stripe soon 
enough and when it does, Yellow lets 
him know that what she has attained 
is also available to him if he is brave 
enough to return to the bottom of the 
hill. While she acknowledges that this 
journey of transformation will not be 
painless, Yellow tells Stripe that if he 
chooses to participate in the process, 
she will stay by his side as he does 
this. Stripe begins the long journey 
down to the bottom and ultimate-
ly, like Yellow, becomes a beautiful 
butterfly.

Stripe and Yellow’s aborted climb 
to the mountaintop came back to me 
while I was listening to CBC radio 
columnist Rubina Ahmed-Haq talk 
about getting ahead in the workplace. 
Her main point, fueled by research 
from a university professor, is that a 
major barrier to people moving up 
the corporate ladder is who they’re 
hanging out with in the lunch room. 
Though she never used the word, the 
subliminal message seemed to be that 
“networking” with a variety of people 
is one of the pathways to success, 
and if our professional friendships 
remain the same for too long, this will 
strangle any chance we might have to 
move ahead. 

As much as I might appreciate 
why making these connections is 
necessary, I found myself bristling at 
a message that seemed to convey our 
work relationships as nothing more 
than a commodity, with these same 
relationships seemingly regarded as 
a means to an end. It sounded far too 
much like climbing that caterpillar 
hill and using other caterpillars along 
the way to steady our balance on the 
mountain or boot off to the side if 
they are getting in the way of our jour-
ney upward. It made me wonder if we, 
like Stripe, would discover that what 
is at the top could never be worth the 
often brutal nature of the climb that 
gets us there.

No matter the consequences of 
her decision, Yellow chose to give up 
the climb in favour of remaining at 
the bottom with her integrity intact; 
while he took a little longer to recog-
nize the wisdom in this, eventually 
Stripe, too, figured out that there had 
to be a different and better way to 
achieve his dreams. That better way, 
they both discovered, was through 
transformation, a process that forced 
them to venture into a dark place of 
uncertainty where they shed all that 
was familiar. The transformation, 

however, did not end there; instead, 
it took them both into a new life that 
was ripe with possibilities. 

The culmination of the crucifixion 
is the resurrection, without question 
an alternative route “to get to the 
top.” For those of us who follow in the 
footsteps of Jesus, however, this route 
is anything but an alternative. It is the 
only route we should be taking.
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By yme Woensdregt

Finishing the Easter story

The Rev Dr Yme Woensdregt is the 
Dean of East Kootenay and Incumbent 
for Christ Church, Cranbrook.

❑

For many people, Easter is either 
a time of chocolates and bunnies 
or a time to welcome the return-
ing warmth of spring. We feel the 
warmth of the sun on our skin and 
our thoughts turn naturally to spring 
projects. We put away most—but not 
quite all—of our winter clothing, and 
we watch with pleasure as the green 
buds on the trees turn to leaves and 
flowers begin to spring once again 
from the earth after its long winter 
nap.

For the church, Easter is a time 
to celebrate the resurrection of Jesus. 
We sing our alleluias and rejoice that 
“Christ the Lord is risen today.” Easter 
is a day for joy and celebration and 
thanksgiving for the renewal of life. 
But it was not always so.

It strikes me this year in a new 
way that the first Easter was marked 
more by fear and confusion and pain 

than by joy and celebration. All four 
gospels tell stories about a group of 
disciples who can’t make sense of 
what is happening.

There are some common threads 
in the stories: some of the women 
who followed Jesus come to the tomb 
early Sunday morning. They discover 
that the stone sealing the entrance of 
the tomb has been rolled away and 
the tomb is empty. They don’t find the 
body of their friend and teacher. In 
each story, an angel announces that 
Jesus has risen.

Beyond those common threads, 
the stories differ in marked ways.

The last gospel to be written was 
John. It comes from around 95–105, 
about 65 years after Jesus’ crucifixion 
and resurrection. John tells a 
touching story about Mary’s pain. She 
weeps outside the tomb, wandering 
in a daze of confusion. When the 
risen Jesus stands near her, she 
doesn’t recognize him—until he calls 
her by name. Then she runs back to 
tell the others, “I have seen the Lord.”

Luke and Matthew were written 
about a decade earlier. In Luke’s 
story, the angel reminds the women 
that Jesus had told them he would 
rise again. “They remembered his 
words,” ran back and “told all this to 
the eleven and to all the rest.” The 
apostles didn’t believe them; “these 

words seemed to them an idle tale.” 
You can’t believe the women, after all.

Luke continues with a story 
of a couple of disciples (probably 
husband and wife) who travel home 
to Emmaus the same day, only to 
encounter the risen Jesus when he 
breaks bread with them after they’ve 
reached home.

Matthew tells a story about an 
earthquake, which explains how 
the stone had rolled away from the 
mouth of the tomb. He mentions that 
Pilate had posted a guard—a story 
which was likely told to counter later 
rumours that the disciples had stolen 
the body and spread a lie that Jesus 
had been raised.

I want to focus on Mark’s story. 
Mark was almost certainly the earliest 
gospel, written sometime around the 
year 70.

Mark’s gospel ends very strangely. 
The women come to the tomb and 
find it empty. They see a “young man 
dressed in a white robe” who tells 
them that Jesus has risen. “He is going 
before you to Galilee; there you will 
see him, as he told you.”

The story ends with the strange 
line, “And they went out and fled 
from the tomb; for trembling and 
astonishment had come upon them; 
and they said nothing to any one, for 
they were afraid.” Full stop.

Later copyists, thinking that part 
of Mark’s ending must have been lost, 
added their own endings. Modern 
Bibles include these as a “shorter 
ending” and a “longer ending.” These 
endings, however, only appear in 
very late manuscripts. The earliest 
manuscripts end with the women 
being fearful and silent.

I suspect that Mark knew exactly 
what he was doing, and that he ends 
the gospel this way deliberately. At 
the very beginning of his gospel, 
Mark tells us that his story is “The 
beginning of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ.” This whole story is the 
beginning of the good news. Mark’s 
open–ended conclusion invites us 
into the story.

The resurrection of Jesus isn’t a 
conclusion. It’s an invitation. We are 
invited to continue the story of what 
God is doing in the world. The story 
which Mark begins continues in us, 
in all the generations who have come 
after him, in all those people who 
have been inspired to continue the 
story of God’s healing love.

The story of Easter life continues 
in us as we reach out in love and 
compassion to the world. I wish 
for you a happy Easter, and many 
opportunities to be loving and 
compassionate people.

❑

The Ven. Trevor Freeman is the 
Executive Archdeacon for the  
Diocese of Kootenay.     
The following article comes from his 
blog on “The Community.” 
http://thecommunity.anglican.ca/

By trevor freeman

“The battle”

In countries all over the world, a so-
called populism has emerged. Ev-
erywhere it pops up its head it looks 
a little different. It’s a values test, or 
an immigration ban, or a rejection of 
international agreements. You might 
find yourself weighing the merits of 
some of these policies and that would 
be fair. As policy ideas they deserve 

to be considered and debated. That’s 
how civil discourse works.

The problem is what is underly-
ing so many of these ideas. Whether 
they have a rational basis or not, not 
far beneath the surface lies an anger 
about the way things are. An anger 
that wants to see things be different. 
Some of that anger might be justified, 
some of it might not be. Emotions 
aren’t rational and they don’t need to 
be in order to be real.

But amidst all that anger some-
thing else is happening. And it’s a 
thing of which no part of the political 
spectrum can pretend to be innocent. 
Whether you’re a libertarian or social-
ist or some strange combination we 
have all begun to lose our way.

We have slipped away from com-
passion. We have let compassion slip 
away from us. 

When we find that things don’t go 
our way we lash out in anger. When 
they do go our way, we gloat. Our 
deeply held passions and ideas rouse 
in us feelings of anger or vindication 
that seem to need to be taken out on 
others. 

Maybe I’m only saying this because 
I spend too much time on Twitter and 
Facebook. Certainly, that doesn’t help. 
But social media is shaping how we 
see each other. People who disagree 
with us are becoming “the enemy.” 

People who disagree with us are 
not the enemy.

If we start from the position that 
the only way to change this is to 
change other people’s minds, we are 
bound to fail. If we start from the po-
sition that the only way to change this 
is to change other people’s behaviour, 
we are bound to fail. 

We are going to have to let our-
selves feel the rousing of our emo-
tional reaction and we are going to 

have to let it pass. It doesn’t mean 
we can’t engage in dialogue. We have 
to engage in dialogue! But we have 
to refuse to answer back anger for 
anger, condescension for condescen-
sion, and insult for insult. “Turning 
the other cheek” is not just an empty 
series of words.

Believe it or not, the stakes are 
high. If we let anger and insult be-
come the way we speak and think of 
each other then we will shape a world 
of anger and insult: we will main-
stream hatred. Because we live in a 
world where my little words can be 
read by anyone, anywhere, anytime, 
my voice is bigger than I think. My 
voice contributes to the kind of atmo-
sphere that will shape our world.

No act of policy or government 
action can overcome a people who 
act with compassion in all things. 
And no act of policy or government 
action will be a victory if compassion 
is the cost. 
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Together in Mission 

Submitted by the 
tiM Continuation 
Committee

Summer’s coming — have you made 
your plans yet?   The 2018 Sorrento 
Program is online, with activities and 
interests to suit everybody.  Here’s a 
taste of what’s offered, first programs 
targeted to young people, and then by 
summer week:

Programs for youth 
Blessed Are the Poor in Spirit Win-
ter Youth Retreat —  Oops, sorry, 
you’ve missed it!  Mark your calendar 
for Family Day 2019.

“Where Words Leave Off, Music 
Begins” 
Young Sojourners (ages 13-25)        
May 18 - 21 — Music as the power to 
communicate, to unite, to motivate, 
to heal, to change us all.

As our Together in Mission (TiM) 
campaign heads into its fourth year, 
we continue to see wonderful fruits 
of our giving around our diocese.  
Congregations have been using TiM 
funds in creative ways to reach out 
to neighbours, grow in the faith, and 
renew their buildings.

The small, but mighty congrega-
tion of St Barbara’s in Okanagan Falls 

helped international neighbours with 
a $500 donation to Okanagan Glean-
ers, an amazing organization that 
makes dry soup mix from gleaned 
vegetables and supplies it to aid or-
ganizations around the world.  They 
also make apple chips, which are a 
favourite with the children.  Closer to 
home St. Barbara’s donated $500 each 
to South Okanagan Women in Need 
Society and the Okanagan Falls Unit-
ed Church School Breakfast program.  

On the other side of our diocese, 
Windermere Valley Shared Ministries 
(WVSM) helped their neighbours 
by contributing $950 to each of the 
Youth Centre and the Christmas Bu-
reau of the Columbia Valley.  Christ-
mas hampers for three families were 
supported by contributions from the 
WVSM congregation.

Christ Church, Cranbrook is 
keeping in touch with their commu-
nity through their new TiM-funded 

website at http://cranbrookanglican.
ca/.  It includes their Incumbent’s ser-
mons and weekly columns in the local 
newspaper, in addition to notes about 
what’s going on at Christ Church

TiM is helping congregations to 
develop and celebrate our faith.   
St Barbara’s hosted a St Barbara Holy 
Trinity Retreat led by Archdeacon 
Trevor Freeman, and a Lenten study 
with the Rev. Glenda Drew.  WVSM 
marked the 500th Anniversary of the 
Reformation in a service last October 
and plans to plant a memorial tree 
at the Invermere Community Cen-
tre this spring.  TiM enabled Christ 
Church Cranbrook to appoint a Lay 
Pastoral Associate, licensed by Bishop 
John, whose primary ministry is visit-
ing with shut-ins.

As reported previously in The High-
way, our Cathedral has been trans-
formed by a major renovation of its 
interior.  At St Saviour’s Nelson, suf-

ficient TiM funds have accumulated 
that plans are being made to replace 
the antiquated heating system this 
summer.  At WVSM, a new projection 
and sound system has been installed.

Through the generosity of so many 
members of our diocese, TiM is lead-
ing us in new directions and enabling 
to do infinitely more than we could 
have asked or imagined just over 
three years ago!

Jennifer Sirges grew up at All Saints, Vernon, 
and is now a member of St Andrew’s Parish 
in Trail. Sorrento Centre has held a special 
place in her heart since 1971.   

By JENNIfEr SIrGES

SORRENTO: Sneek Peeks  
Summer 2018!
LEAP — Leadership Experience and 
Adventure Program
July 22- Aug 4 — Go deeper than your 
average summer camp!
 
Summer Youth Staff  
Ages 16+.   Applications available on-
line, due early April.  

Be a Musical Star!  
(see July 22-28).

Summer Week 1 July 8-14
The Spiritual Practice of Reconciliation 
— What is reconciliation, why should 
we pursue it, and how?   How we got 
here and where we go now, with Bish-
op Mark MacDonald.  

I Love to Tell the Story — Learn to 
breathe life into a story using the 
skillful art of oral tradition.  

The Awesomeness of Leaves —
Eco-printing on silk and paper using 
locally sourced vegetation.  

Summer Week 2 July 15-21
Singing Locally, Thinking Globally — 
Finding richness in songs from other 
continents that may broaden our 
faith, with John Bell.

Making Peace — Conflict, hidden vio-
lence, and alternative communities —
Move from listening to protest, then 
on to the imagination and construc-
tion of communities of peace. 

Wondrous Watercolour — The Every-
thing Class!   Lighthearted and inspir-
ing art, no experience required.

Summer Week 3 July 22-28
Behold the Beauty of the Lord — An 
icon writing workshop. 

Be a Musical Star!  Bring to stage a 
musical in a week, this one based on a 
story by Oscar Wilde.

Creation through the Christian Year 
— Inspiration and information in 
incorporating Creation Care and 
Climate Justice into parish liturgy and 
programs.

Summer Week 4 July 29 – Aug 4
Life Review: Going Further — Themes 
include early shaping experiences, 
life stressors, unfinished business and 
dreams.   

Walking on Holy Ground — Five inspi-
rational day hikes.

Creative Journaling: The Creative Urge 
— Using words, images, and mixed 
media techniques to unearth, explore 
and record.

Summer Week 5 Aug 5-11
Creative Journaling: The Space In-be-
tween — Time to reacquaint ourselves 
with quiet spaces in our lives, to 
intentionally create them and to hold 
them holy.

Spiritual Needs and Our Health — 
Three universal needs each of us has, 
and how they become important in 
times of suffering.

Theological Shifts, Rumblings, and 
Shake-Ups in the 21st Century — Go-
ing forward in faith amidst Reforma-
tion-scale change.

This summary takes us only to mid 
summer!  As always, August will offer 
a wealth of toe-tapping music with 
Bluegrass and Swing events, and Fall 
2018 will bring its own selection of 
weekend sessions and retreats, in-
cluding an Advent retreat with Arch-
bishop Fred Hiltz.   See full details 
online, at www.sorrento-centre.bc.ca.   
Now just to decide … !

❑

around our diocese

http://cranbrookanglican.ca/
http://cranbrookanglican.ca/
http://www.sorrento-centre.bc.ca
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