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Cathedral Transfiguration
After a year and 
a half of reno-
vations to the 
interior of the 
Cathedral of St 
Michael and All 
Angels in Kelow-
na, Archbishop 
John Privett was 
present at the  
10 am service on 
February 26 for 
the Feast of the 
transfiguration 
– a fitting day for 
the re-dedication 
of the sanctuary. 
About 150 people, 
including cur-
rent and former 
members of St 
Michael’s, and vis-
itors from other 
Kelowna church-
es, were there to 
witness the Arch-
bishop’s prayers of 
re-dedication and 
to experience the 
renewed worship 
space. 

Other than 
for three weeks 
in January, when 
the congrega-
tion worshiped 
with members of 
Christ Lutheran 
Church while the 
floors were being 
stripped and 
varnished. The 
renovations were 
carried out with 

no stoppage in the use of the building 
for either worship or other community 
events that are commonplace at the 
Cathedral.

In addition to the flooring, the 
changes include the refinishing and 
repainting of the interior walls, com-
pleted according to heritage standards; 
the shortening of the pulpit, which has 
been moved to the opposite side of 
the chancel and now functions as an 
ambo; alterations to the chapel doors 
to allow for more movement between 
the chancel and the chapel; new 
steps leading up to the chancel which 
replace the previous steps, deemed to 
be extremely unsafe to navigate; and, 

By NISSA BASBAum

Cathedral of St Michael and All Angels in Kelowna, Archbishop John Privett was present at the 10 am service on February 26 for the Feast of the Transfiguration.

Cathedral of St Michael and All Angels will rent out space for banquets and so forth.
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Dear Friends,

Can you remember when the idea 
of “God” ceased to be an idea and 
became a compelling possibility for 
you?  Can you recall when the figure of 
Jesus stepped out of the stained glass 
windows or the pages of the gospels 
to become a presence to be reckoned 
with?   Can you remember when the 
words of the Sunday service began to 
resonate somewhere within you?  Can 
you recall those moments when you 
have felt most yourself in where you 
were or what you were doing?  If you 
can, then you know the beginning of a 
call.  The word vocation comes to us 
from the Latin, “vocatio” which means 
“a call; an invitation; a summons.” It is 
personal and it is like the recognition 
of a deep truth sounding within.  As 
Thomas Merton wrote, “Vocation does 
not come from a voice ‘out there’ telling 
me to be something I am not.  It comes 
from a voice ‘in here’ calling me to be 
the person I was born to be, to fulfill 
the original self-hood given to me by 
God.”  As Christians we understand 
that the discovery of our vocation is 
the source of a deep joy that has its 
foundation in God’s gift of life to us. 
As we respond to that summons, that 
call or that invitation we set out on the 
path to becoming the people God has 
created us to be, to offer that calling, 
that vocation to the service of Christ is 
to discover our ministry.

All Christians have a vocation and a 
call to ministry.  From the moment of 
our baptism as we receive the bless-
ings of God’s grace, we are joined to 
Christ in his death and resurrection 
and become a vital part of the Church 
which as St Paul reminds us is the 
Body of Christ. As members of his body 

we have a share in Christ’s mission to 
the world – wherever we are called to 
be.  Some will live out their vocation 
in their work – many Christians have 
found their deep joy in their careers 
or daily tasks.  For others their work 
is simply a job, and so find their true 
vocation in their family life, or in vol-
unteer service in their communities. 
Some find their vocation within the 
Church as wardens, teachers, commit-
tee members, altar guild members, lay 
ministers, or ordained clergy.  I recall 
a wonderful woman in one of parish-
es who arranged the flowers for the 
Sunday service.  I would find her on a 
Saturday, alone in the church creating 
beautiful works of art.  When I com-
mented on the beautiful arrangements 
she said, “This is what I am called to do 
and as I arrange the flowers I pray for 
the people who have given them and 
for the people in whose memory they 
were given.”  She had found her joy in 
her art and brought that to the service 
of God.   At the heart of each vocation 
is a “Yes” to One who has called us into 
life in all its fullness.

Last September our Diocesan 
Council decided that during Pente-
cost this year (June 2017) our diocese 
will devote an intentional time to the 
consideration of vocations.  It will be a 
time in which each and every member 
of the diocese will be encouraged to 
reflect on God’s call to us, to consider 
the gifts God has given each one of us, 
and to explore how we might, in the 
words of the Book of Common Prayer, “…
offer ourselves, our souls and bodies…” 
to the mission of God in the world.  The 
Archbishop’s Committee on Ministry 
is preparing resource materials to be 

used in every congregation and has 
launched a new website called Path-
ways, an on-line resource to explore 
call and vocations ( found at http://
kootenayanglicanpathways.ca).  In May 
there will be a gathering of all incum-
bents in the diocese which will focus 
on the role of incumbents in giving 
leadership to this vocational emphasis.

In a famous reflection on vocation, 
Frederick Buechner, wrote, “The place 
God calls you to is the place where 
your deep gladness and the world’s 
deep hunger meet.”  In my view that is 
the place of greatest joy and deepest 
fulfillment.

Easter blessings,

 +John

❑

Archbishop’s Alphabet

V  is for Vocation
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Vocation does not 
come from a voice 
‘out there’ telling 
me to be some-
thing I am not.  
It comes from a 
voice ‘in here’ call-
ing me to be the 
person I was born 
to be, to fulfill the 
original self-hood 
given to me by 
God.” 

Thomas Merton

“

Submissions & Deadlines: All articles, advertising and correspondence submitted to The HighWay is 
subject to editing for length, clarity, timeliness, appropriateness and style in accordance with the Canadian 
Press. Letters should be limited to 250 words, columns and articles no more than 600 words. Please include 
with all submissions your name, e-mail address and parish, as well as the name of the photographer, if ap-
plicable. Deadline for submissions is the first of the month prior to publication unless otherwise indicated.

Advertising material and inquiries should be addressed to the Advertising Manager, Angela Rush,  
905-630-0390 or thehighway.ads@gmail.com  Payment is to be made directly to the Diocese of Kootenay. 
Advertisers will be invoiced on an issue by issue basis. Payment must be received not more than 60 days 
after publication. 

Advertising Policy: The acceptance of advertisement does not imply endorsement by the diocese or any 
of its principals. Advertisers and advertising agencies assume liability for all content, including text, 
representations and illustrations, and also assume responsibility for any claims and costs arising there 
from. Display advertising for commercial parties is available in accordance with our ethics and advertising 
policy, which is available on our rate card. 

Printed and mailed by Webnews Printing Inc. North York ON.
A section of the Anglican Journal.

Privacy Protection: Photographs and articles submitted to The HighWay for publication requires that au-
thors and photographers have received permission from parents or guardians of all minors (under 18) that 
have their names or whereabouts published in The HighWay.

The place God calls 
you to is the place 
where your deep 
gladness and the 
world’s deep hunger 
meet.” 

Frederick Buechner
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By NISSA BASBAum
Nissa Basbaum is the Dean of  
St Michael & All Angels Cathedral  
in Kelowna

She telephoned 
me to ask if she 
could make an 
appointment 
to have a con-
versation about 
some spiritual 
issues that were 
troubling her. 
The woman was 
someone I knew 
quite well but 
I was nonethe-
less surprised 
that she wanted 
to talk with me 
about spiritual 
things. She had 
been brought up 
in the Anglican 
Church but, like 
so many people, 
had drifted away 
from organized 
religion as an ado-
lescent. Now that 
she was middle 
aged and had her 
own children, she 

had returned to church, but not to the 
church of her childhood. 

For several years, this woman had 
been attending a non-denominational 
worshipping community – one of those 
congregations that had intentionally 
removed the word church from their 
name – where a Sunday morning 
service would barely be recognizable 
as worship to your average mainline 
Christian, let alone any mainline Angli-
can Christian. If I remember correctly,  
I think it was called Harbour Fellow-
ship. Lots of people, lots of upbeat 
music, lots of spirit. Undoubtedly filled 
with many hallelujahs, which were up-
lifting and spectacular… until suddenly 
they weren’t, which I soon discovered 
was the impetus for the conversation 
this woman wanted to have with me.

Sunday mornings at Harbour Fel-
lowship just weren’t doing it for her 
anymore; neither was the resistance 
she had been experiencing from other 
members of the church when she oc-
casionally tried to broach with them 
her current dis-ease with not only the 
worship but also where God was – or 
perhaps wasn’t – in her life. She told 
me that the response from everyone, 
no matter what she said, was always, 
“Don’t worry, God loves you.” Apparent-
ly, no one would give her any opportuni-
ty to voice her fears and uncertainties. 
One of the most interesting remarks she 
made related to some Christian mu-

sic tapes she had purchased from the 
church, which she had made a habit of 
listening to when she was in the car. “I 
put in one of those tapes the other day,” 
she said to me, “but within no time, I 
had to turn off the music; I just couldn’t 
tolerate how upbeat it was.”

What I thought I was hearing was 
the experience of someone who was in 
the middle of a momentary faith crisis. 
There was nothing in what this woman 
said to me that was frightening. In-
stead, it all seemed to be quite natural; 
my gut told me that her current mal-
aise was likely temporary but that she 
needed to be allowed to talk about this 
and navigate her way through its twists 
and turns. Shutting her down with a 
pat “God loves you” was unlikely to help 
her through that process of navigation.

As I recall that conversation from 
what now feels like eons ago, I am 
aware that as I write this, it is the day 
after Ash Wednesday and, therefore, 
the beginning of Lent. When this article 
is published, we will still be wending 
our way through the forty days of this 
season in the church’s year. Ponder-
ing this woman’s struggle, I am struck 
by what a privilege it is to be part of 
a denomination that encompasses a 
liturgy which not only acknowledges 
this kind of struggle but recognizes and 
affirms it as part of what it means to be 
human. 

Our church calendar encour-
ages us to reflect on that which 
is not always upbeat – the minor 
chords of our existence, if you 
will – sitting for awhile in the 
shadows rather than running 
away from the “dark night of our 
souls” by suggesting that every-
thing is always great because 
“God loves us.” The obvious way 
the liturgy does this is through 
our focus in Holy Week on the 
events in the last week of Jesus’ 
life, culminating in that dark-
est of moments, Good Friday’s 
crucifixion. Another far subtler 
but nonetheless effective means 
of communicating this is through 
the “burial” of our alleluias 
during the Season of Lent. 

When the woman who came 
to talk to me about spiritual 
things said she could no longer 
tolerate listening to her upbeat 
Christian music, she needed 
someone to give her permission 
to bury her alleluias, perhaps 
not forever, but for long enough 
that she would be able to move 
through her own Lenten journey. 
The liturgy grants us this permis-
sion, and as it does so, there is 
every likelihood that our 40 days 
in the wilderness will lead us 
straight to the resurrection and a 
chorus of new alleluias. ❑

Burying
our
Alleluias

Editorial

By JoNN LAVINNDEr

Transfiguration, Lent, and Easter in one edition

As Nissa pointed 
out, this edition 
of the HighWay 
covers the end of 
Lent and the be-
ginning of Easter. 
I felt uneasy about 
adding “Alleluias” 

because by the time we receive this 
newspaper we would still be in the 
Lenten penitential mode. 

Easter, is the big event of our church 
year and so we could hardly down play 
its significance. The front cover actual-
ly refers to “Transfiguration”; that being 
the day the new renovations were cele-
brated at the Cathedral of St Michael & 
All Angels. 

As for the individual articles, I was 
particularly impressed by Archbishop 
John’s description of the nature of God’s 
call. In his article “V is for Vocation” 
he says, “Can you remember when the 
idea of “God” ceased to be an idea and 

became a compelling possibility for 
you?”  

Yme’s article “Being a Christian: 
Loving God” is a worthwhile read. 
Thematically, his TiM stewardship 
article connects Archbishop John’s 
column and Trevor’s blog with regard 
to the 5 Marks of Mission and our 
baptismal covenant. However, it would 
be remiss of me not to mention that 
Yme’s articles have been reprinted in 
other Canadian diocesan newspapers. 
Nissa’s articles are also popular, and we 
see her contributions in the Anglican  
Journal from time to time.

Personally, I think that Randall’s 

CoGS WHEELS should be re-
printed in other diocesan news-
papers. Of course the Anglican 
Journal would be the optimal 
vehicle of communication, but 
as you may have noticed the 
Anglican Journal has less pages 
than it use to have due to budget 
constraints. Of course, not ev-
eryone has an interest in church 
government and canon law, but 
Randall’s reports on GoGS are in-
teresting reading. It is the work of 
CoGS that connects us to issues 
in our society and our Church.

❑
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CoGS WHEELS  

By rANDALL fAIrEy
Randall Fairey is a Delegate to the 
Council of General Synod (CoGS) and 
Prolocutor of the Ecclesiastical 
Province of British Columbia & Yukon

Safeguarding the integrity of creation

the fifth Mark 
of Mission of 
the Anglican 
Communion 
is “to strive to 
safeguard the 
integrity of cre-
ation and sustain 
and renew the 
life of the earth.”  
General Synod 2016 
passed a resolution 
from the National 
Indigenous Angli-
can Bishop, the Rt. 
Rev. Mark Mac-
Donald, moved on 
behalf of the Social 
and Ecological 

Investment Task Force ( from the Public 
Witness for Social and Ecological Justice 
Coordinating Committee).  The motion 
calls for a Task Force to review the invest-
ment portfolios of the General Synod and 
the GS Pension Plan looking to develop 
new policies concerning divestment in 
those holdings currently judged to be in 
conflict with creating and sustaining a 
low carbon economy.  In light of the fifth 
Mark of Mission the resolution, in essence, 
calls for a shift in the ACC’s investment 
strategies to ensure Socially Responsible 
Investing (SRI), particularly with respect 
to fossil fuel industries.  Moreover it has 
mandated an interim report, including an 
implementation timeline, be presented to 
CoGS by May 2017.  The resolution con-
tained much more, including requesting 
the Task Force to report annually on how 
the Anglican Church of Canada is taking 
actions to “make visible the commitment 
to environmental, social and governance 
principles and to propose a strategy for 
ongoing engagement and monitoring.”  
The motion also instructed the Task Force 
to include the widest possible range of 
internal stakeholders including those with 
financial responsibility for the General 
Synod and the General Synod Pension Plan, 
especially related to sustainable environ-
mental investing.

The result was a widely encompassing 
resolution with serious implications for 
the current investment strategy of the 

General Synod as well as fiducial and trust 
responsibilities for investments held by the 
General Synod Pension Plan.  It established 
an ambitious and over-arching instruction 
to the Church containing urgent timelines 
and creating demands for fundamental 
shifts in the way investment decisions have 
been made to date.  As a member of CoGS, 
I have not yet seen any published report, 
and I suspect this will need to await the 
next meeting of the Council in June rather 
than be ready by the May deadline.  

While encompassing the well-intended 
aspirations of the Coordinating Commit-
tee, Resolution A171-R2 was not received 
with the universal favour one might have 
expected; indeed there were delegates from 
particular dioceses who raised objections 
because of the anticipation of negative 
outcomes for their regional economies, 
particularly affecting the livelihoods of 
many people involved in, for example, the 
extraction, production, and transportation 
of fossil fuels.  I was surprised at General 
Synod by the degree of opposition to the 
resolution although it did finally pass. It 
made me reexamine why several of my 
Anglican brothers and sisters in Christ find 
it difficult to support increasing SRI hold-
ings when otherwise it would seem to be 
a given.  It is evident that the issue is more 
complex than it first appears.  

If A171-R2 is going to result in positive 
change it seems fundamental that at least 

we make a start, both as a Church and as 
individual stewards of creation.  It is also 
a question of adjusting our priorities in in-
vestment returns.  Does the Church invest 
in fossil fuel and other socially question-
able industries because of the allure of easy, 
safe and better returns? Is it not incumbent 
on the leaders of General Synod to make 
a sincere effort to work toward full divest-
ment, yet also consider the concerns of 
Anglicans who fear the local consequenc-
es?  Change will not happen as rapidly as 
one might wish, but at least as believers 
in the fifth Mark of Mission we should be 
persistently moving the ACC towards the 
optimal goal of maximizing SRI holdings.  
Previously our Church has rejected invest-
ment in obviously undesirable industries 
such as military manufacturers, and tobac-
co production and distribution. There are 
now well tested ranking services available 
to investment houses that provide clear 
categorizations of companies which meet 
reasonable criteria for Socially Responsible 
Investing.  The consequential recommen-
dations are not unduly restrictive in terms 
of financial returns; indeed SRI portfolios 
often match or even better the returns of 
more traditional portfolios that include 
investments in industries whose products 
and practices harm the environment.  

Finally each of us has the responsibility 
of ensuring that if we hold investments, 
that as much as possible they meet the 
criteria of Socially Responsible Investing.  
Doubtless CoGS will receive a Task Force 
Report but even before it does we can each 
evaluate how personally committed we 
are as faithful Anglican stewards to truly 
embrace the Fifth Mark of Mission.

❑

❑

there is so much 
richness in the 
Scripture read-
ings during Holy 
Week and Easter 
season!  They in-
vite us to engage 
our imagination, 
sensing the dark-
ness of Gethse-
mane; hearing 
the angry clamor 
of the guards in-
terrupting a time 
of deep prayer; 

feeling the jostling of the crowds who 
line the streets to catch a glimpse of Je-
sus carrying the cross; tasting the tears 
that stream down our faces as Jesus 
takes his last breath; being blinded by 
the brightness of the angel at the tomb 
and overwhelmed with the joy of the 
news that He is Risen!  What an abun-
dance of images to reflect upon!

For those unfamiliar with Ignati-
an prayer, these readings provide an 
excellent opportunity to experiment 
with this approach.  St Ignatius taught 
that God can speak to us as completely 
through our imagination as through 
our thoughts and reflections.  This type 
of contemplation engages our minds 
and hearts, our thoughts and emotions.  

Creative Contemplation 
After inviting the Holy Spirit to 

guide your meditation, read the Scrip-
ture, visualizing the details as if you 
were present in that moment.  In your 
imagination, experience it through 
each of your senses:  What would it 
sound like?  Smell like?  Taste like? 
Look like?  What are the tactile experi-
ences you would have in that setting?  
Totally immerse yourself in the scene, 
as if you had entered the drama, relax-
ing into it and allowing your imagina-
tion to provide details, textures, and 
sounds as you move deeper into the 
story.  Trust God as you experience the 
story, and allow the Holy Spirit to com-
municate with you in a very personal, 
meaningful way. Observe Jesus’ face; 
listen to him speak; notice his gestures.  
With God guiding your imagination, 
you can discover invaluable insights, 
and foster a deeper relationship with 
God.  Through interacting with Jesus 
and others through the gift of your 
imagination, you don’t just think about 
or analyze the story, but you ‘experi-
ence’ it, gaining perspectives of Jesus 
you wouldn’t learn through study or 
theological reflection.  

Typically, we are encouraged to 
journal experiences after this type of 
prayer, and it is in the journaling that 
many of the insights begin to become 

clearer.  If you have a Spiritual Director, 
it is helpful to bring your prayer jour-
nal with you when you meet, to discuss 
insights and questions you may have.  

An alternative to written journaling 
could be to express your prayer expe-
rience through art.  Prior to starting 
your time of prayer, gather the art 
supplies you will want to use.  Then, 
either as an expression of response 
to what God has shown you, or as a 
summary of your experience, sketch or 
paint what is in your heart.  You could 
even mold clay or play an instrument.  
As you experience God in this different 
and unique way, the way you choose 
to express that encounter will be very 
individual, and possibly even different 
at different times.  Expressing your 
God-encounters through art can con-
tinue to deepen those encounters, and 
connect you, through your creativity, 
to the eternal work of the Creator.

In your prayer throughout this holy 
season may you be open and receptive, 
content to follow the Holy Spirit’s lead-
ing and to receive what God chooses 
to give you. As you entrust yourself to 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit, may 
you touch something of the mystery of 
God’s life and love.

By JoANNE SImpSoN

Joanne Simpson is a member of the 
Spiritual Development Group  
representing the South Okanagan 
Region 

St Ignatius of Loyola
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Vigil for Muslim Solidarity

On tuesday, Jan-
uary 31, fourteen 
people in the 
community of 
Fernie gathered 
for a candlelit 
vigil at Knox 
United Church. 

Fr. David John from Holy Family 
Catholic Church, Tif McNaughton from 
Knox United and Rev’d Andrea Bren-
nan from Christ Church, Fernie gath-

ered with folks who had heard about 
the vigil through social media or word 
of mouth. When it was decided to host 
a vigil, there was just over 24 hours to 
prepare. 

Those who gathered were from 
all walks of life; some of whom were 
church-goers, some of whom walked 
in off the street. A mother brought her 
two young daughters who wanted to 
come and express their sadness. 

We discussed the word lament, and 
how at the end of the laments in the 
Psalms, there is always a glimmer of 
hope. We sat in silence, lighting can-
dles, sharing observations and gener-
ally feeling connected through hope in 
what had been a hopeless time. There 

was a desire to gather again, to 
bring in a speaker from the Mus-
lim community to tell us how we 
can best support, encourage and 
journey with those who are new 
to our community and those who 
have been here for generations. 

The vigil lasted a couple of 
hours. It was a gentle, yet pow-
erful reminder that even when 
we feel helpless; when we gather, 
we draw strength, love, and hope 
from one another.

By ANDrEA BrENNAN

The Rev. Andrea Brennan is the 
Incumbent of Christ Church, Fernie

❑

continued from front page—   

Cathedral Transfiguration
finally, the selling 
of about half the 
pews, which have 
been replaced by 
chairs built by 
a local artisan. 
Perhaps the most 
controversial part 
of this renova-
tion, the addition 
of the chairs is 
intended to allow 
the cathedral to 
become a more 
multi-purpose 
space, available 
for use by the con-
gregation and the 
local community. 

Recently, for example, the Lutheran An-
glican Refugee Committee, which was 
celebrating one year of their sponsor-
ship of a Syrian family in Kelowna, held 
a Volunteer Appreciation Dinner which 
took place in the newly renovated Ca-
thedral interior.

The completion of these interior 
renovations marks several years of 
physical alterations at St. Michael’s, 
which has included the building of St. 
Michael’s House from 2010-2011; new 
landscaping around all the buildings 
in 2012, including the creation of a 
memorial garden; the construction of a 
Columbarium in 2013; the paving of the 
parking lot in 2015; and, last but by no 
means least, these sanctuary renova-
tions. ❑

Lutheran Anglican Refugee Committee, celebrating one year of their sponsorship of a Syrian family 
in Kelowna, held a Volunteer Appreciation Dinner in the newly renovated cathedral interior.



page 6                                                                                                                                                                                                      the highWay April 2017

The Ven. Trevor Freeman is the 
Executive Archdeacon for the  
Diocese of Kootenay.     
The following article comes from 
his blog on “The Community.” 
http://thecommunity.anglican.ca/

By trEVor frEEmAN

Better Not
Easier

there’s some-
thing about hu-
man nature that’s 
deeply tribal. We 
enjoy knowing 
who’s on our team 
and who’s not and 
we become pro-
foundly attached 
to our team. We 
don’t even need 
any rational basis 
for becoming 
tribal. Go to any 
professional sport 

and watch opposing fans get into fist 
fights. The players on the teams aren’t 
from the cities they represent. The fans 
aren’t necessarily from those cities 
either. Literally the only difference 
between the teams is the names on the 
jerseys and the colours of those jerseys. 
And yet the fans will become so deeply 
committed they’ll actually engage in 
fistfights. Even when it’s profoundly 
irrational we all get lost in deciding 
who’s on our side and who’s not. Put 
another way, we all get lost in deciding 
who’s “us” and who’s “them”.

In the Christian community we have 
received this beautiful image of the 
Body of Christ. It represents the reality 
that all Christian’s are part of each 
other. As St Paul said over and over and 
over, there is no distinction of gender, 
social class, or ethnicity. It was, when 
Paul first wrote it, a deeply revolution-
ary and profoundly challenging truth. 
I can only wish that it wasn’t. Still, the 
idea that we are all one body remains 
revolutionary. Our deeply tribal nature 
causes us to fall back into determining 

“us” and “them” based on every distinc-
tion, both rational and irrational, that 
we can construct. Gender, sexuality, 
ethnicity, skin colour, place of birth, 
age, wealth or poverty, education, 
social class, and, of course, religion. 
The beautiful gift of the Body of Christ 
should prevent us from making tribes 
of every small distinction but it doesn’t 
prevent us from making tribes based 
on religious faith or practice.

Of course, our faith should prevent 
that. As theists we believe that we 
all spring from the same source. All 
of us have our beginning and ending 
in God. Every life, every thing that is, 
came from the heart of God. Even if we 
wish to draw people deeper into faith 
through Christ we cannot see others 
as anything but siblings born from the 
same Eternal Parent.

But it’s easier to play games of “us” 
and “them”. There’s no easier way 
to win an election or a referendum. 
There’s no easier way to get a congrega-
tion to unify. Pick someone as “them” 
and paint them as the opposition. Our 
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long rooted tribalism will solidify and 
we’ll stand to strengthen and defend 
our borders.
Easier, however, doesn’t mean better. 
Shutting out “them” doesn’t make a 
better or safer or stronger congrega-
tion, community, country, or world. 
It might feel more comfortable for 
a while. But it won’t be long before 
there’s a new “them” in town and the 
comfort will be gone and we’ll be back 
to where we started.

And while we’re doing that we’ll 
be missing the richness and depth of 
the siblings we have from God. The 
family members who may or may not 
be members of the Body of Christ but 
who were created by the same Eternal 
Parent and by the same Eternal Love.
Exploring the depth, joy, and richness 
of our siblings will take work. It will 
take discipline, mutual support, and 
mutual love. It won’t be easier. But it 
will be better.

Messy Church Mardi Gras
On tuesday 
February 28 St 
Saviour’s, Nelson, 
held its annual 
Messy Church 
Mardi Gras.

At 5 pm more 
than forty-five 
eager adults 
and children 
crowded into 
the church to 
celebrate Shrove 
Tuesday.  This 
is traditionally 
a day when rich 
foods are used up 
before the fasting 
of Lent, which 
begins the follow-
ing day on Ash 
Wednesday.

In-keeping 
with this concept 
we busily created 
carnival hats with 
newspaper and 
newsprint, and 
decorated them 
with all the odds 

By SuSAN BArrEtt

and ends of ribbon, lace, feathers and 
dried flowers that we could collect.  

And what splendid creations were 
crafted!  What artistic and original 
ideas were seen!  Many of the hats 
would have graced the most elegant 

Portraits from Mardi Gras — Messy Church celebration at St Saviour’s, Nelson.

continued on page 7 —   
Messy Church Mardi Gras

the church with excellent  and 
rousing New Orleans music. After 
several dancing and clapping 
circuits of the church the music 
eased into a rendering of Kum Ba 
Ya and everyone filed quietly into 
the chapel for the Eucharist. 

Rev. Ann Wood led the Eucha-
rist, also doubling as an excellent 
pianist to accompany the sing-
ing. Ann explained the meaning 
of Shrove Tuesday and conduct-
ed a lovely service.  Following the 
Grace, everyone headed down to 
the tables where the pancakes 
were being served.  The men’s 
group had done a splendid job 
cooking the pancakes, assisted by 
members of the Women’s Guild.  
Sausages and pancakes were 
accompanied by fruit sauces and 
maple syrup.  Nobody went hun-
gry as ice cream and chocolate 
cake followed the pancakes.

The start of Lent is also when 
the children of St Saviour’s 
launch their annual appeal.  
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gathering.  Wearing the colourful hats 
we were delighted to welcome  Clin-
ton Swanson and Soren Hvenegaard.  
Dressed as the blues brothers and 
playing their saxophones, Clinton and 
Soren led the crowd in a parade round 
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By ymE WoENSDrEGt

This column 
has been written 
with the inten-
tion that it may 
be reprinted 
in local news-
papers for the 
religion page.  
Yme will be 
writing a short 
article each 
month expressly 
with this pur-
pose in mind. 
You are free to 
reproduce the 
article without 
prior approval. 
Drop us a line 
anyway... 
The Editor

Being a Christian:
Loving God

The Rev Dr Yme Woensdregt is the 
Dean of East Kootenay and Incumbent 
for Christ Church, Cranbrook.

One of my favou-
rite quotations 
from Marcus 
Borg is, “Imagine 
that Christianity 
is about loving 
God. Imagine 
that it’s not about 
the self and its 
concerns, about 
‘what’s in it for 
me,’ whether 
that be a bless-
ed afterlife or 
prosperity in 
this life. Imagine 
that loving God 
is about being 
attentive to the 
one in whom we 
live and move and 
have our being. 
Imagine that it is 
about becoming 
more and more 
deeply centered in 
God. Imagine that 
it is about loving 
what God loves. 
How would that 
change your life?”

That question haunts me.
There are many who think that 

Christian faith is about receiving an 
eternal reward after this life is over. 
Be good in this life, and you’ll get 
your eternal reward in heaven.

To think that way turns Christian 
faith into a bargain with God. If 
I do what God wants in this life, 
then God will give me what I want 
in the next life. It’s reward—or 
punishment—for our behaviour.

As a result, Christian faith 
becomes a set of do’s and don’ts, 
shoulds and should nots. We build 
an elaborate set of rules which we 
must keep.

I remember a visit from my 
Dutch grandmother when I was a 
young child. She was a devout and 
very strict Calvinist. Every Sunday, 
for the three weeks she was with 
us, we had to keep the rules to keep 
her (and my father) happy. One 
of those rules was “to honour the 
Sabbath”. So there we sat on Sunday 
afternoons, very unhappy, dressed in 
our “Sunday best” wanting nothing 
more than to be able to go out and 
play with our friends. We wanted to 
do what we usually did on a Sunday, 
but we could not. It was against the 
rules.

About 25 years later, I had a 
conversation with a man who told 

me that being a Christian was about 
keeping the commandments. Know 
what the rules are and obey them. 
Faith wasn’t about enjoying the 
presence of God or that sense of 
deep trust that no matter who we are 
or what we do, God loves us. Keep 
the commandments, and you’re 
okay. Break them and watch out.

It seems to me to be a bleak 
way of living—always having to be 
careful that you don’t screw up in 
some way, always having to toe the 
line, always worrying about whether 
you’re good enough.

Loving God as the essence 
of Christian faith is so much 
more freeing and so much more 
positive. We are set free from our 
self–concern. We are set free from 
making sure we get what we want. 
We are set free to give ourselves 
away in love and joy for the healing 
of others and making the world more 
whole. We are set free to celebrate 
the wild, amazing, joy–filled 
presence of the one who fills our 
lives with goodness and hope.

One of my teachers was a 
man named Jim Cruickshank. Jim 
had a very simple but profound 
understanding of the gospel, which 
can be summed up in a single 
sentence: “I am your God; you are 
my people; I will never stop loving 

you; I will never let you go.”
For Jim, life is centred 

around the loving presence 
and promises of God. The 
theological word for that 
is grace, and Jim’s world 
overflowed with grace. He 
loved to say, “Nothing we 
can do will make God love us 
more; nothing we can do will 
make God love us less. God 
doesn’t know what it means 
not to forgive.”

For me, the story of Jesus 
is deeply compelling. It tells 
me that I am loved, that I am 
cherished, that I am treasured. 
That story tells me that all 
people are loved and cherished 
and treasured. Jesus summed 
up the life of faith in this way: 
“Love God with all that you 
are; love your neighbours as 
you love yourself.”

Imagine that Christian 
faith is about loving God. How 
would that change your life?

It’s not about believing the 
right things, or doing the right 
things, or keeping a certain set 
of rules. It’s simply this: love 
God; love each other.

Imagine it. Then do it. ❑

Messy Church Mardi Gras
Continued from page 6

❑

Every year money is raised for the 
Malambo Grassroots Mission in Zam-
bia. We have been able to equip librar-
ies with many much needed books,  
We aim to start the children on a life 
long love of reading and help to further 
their education.  Marylee Banyard 
showed a display of photos and letters 
from the grateful children. Collecting 
boxes and envelopes were available.

The Women’s Guild has taken on 
the organization of Messy Church 
events, and many willing helpers made 
light work of the planning and execu-
tion.  The men’s group proved again 
what  splendid cooks they are.  As 
always, special thanks must go to the 
clean up crew.  

It was a great evening, sincere 
thanks to everyone who took part, 
especially the children. 
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By ymE WoENSDrEGt

I’ve been asked to 
do in a few hun-
dred words what 
others have taken 
a whole book to 
do—to talk about 
a theology of stew-
ardship.

Our under-
standing of 
stewardship is 
that it is part of 
our discipleship. 
The Anglican 
Church website 
reminds us that 
“stewardship is 
a core Christian 
practice rooted 

in Scripture” and that it is “a response 
to the mission of God.” Stewardship is 
nothing more—and nothing less—than 
being willing to participate in God’s 
mission in the world.

God takes the initiative in creation 
and reconciliation. We respond to 
God’s invitation to work in partnership 
with God for the healing of a broken 
world. God blesses us with gifts and 
resources and invites us to use them as 
we work with God.

The question for us is whether we 
will use what God has entrusted to 
us to serve God’s mission, or whether 
we will use our blessings for purposes 
that we devise for ourselves or that are 
thrust upon us by an economy which 
depends on a growing consumption to 
sustain it.

Faithful disciples of Jesus are faithful 
stewards. There is no other way to put 
it. As such, we devote our lives and our 
resources to doing the work God gives 
us to do in the world.

Anglicans think about the work God 
gives us in a number of different ways. 
One is to use the Five Marks of Mission 

(if you don’t know what they are, ask 
your priest!)

A second way is to focus on the 
promises we make in our baptism. Our 
baptismal covenant involves making 
a personal and corporate journey 
which begins with the Good News 
of God’s Kingdom. We are invited to 
proclaim that good news, to seek and 
serve Christ in all persons, to strive for 
justice and peace, and to sustain the 
life of the earth (you might want to 
review your baptismal covenant again 
on page 330 in the Book of Alternative 
Services).

Stewardship is a comprehensive 
vision of life lived within the good news 
of God’s love for us and for all creation. 
It invites us to give ourselves away as 
faithful followers of Jesus for the sake of 
the Kingdom of God.

Once we have a larger vision of 
stewardship, we can finally move to 
our own practice of financial steward-
ship. We give our money, our time, our 
energy, so that we can work with God 
who is busy transforming the world. 
We work with God, who redeems and 

What is stewardship?
restores. We work with God, who in-
vites us to the joyful vocation of living 
as faithful stewards of God’s abundant 
gifts.

Let me leave you with a set of 
questions as you reflect on your own 
practice of stewardship.

1.  Why do you give to God through the 
work of your parish? 

2.  What is the best reason you can 
think of for giving yourself for the 
work of God in the world? 

3.  How did you set the amount of your 
giving this year? Are you satisfied 
with that level? 

4.  How does your giving show that you 
“love God with all your heart, soul, 
mind and strength” and that you 
are “loving your neighbour as your-
self ”?
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