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By archBiShop 
John e. privett

the HighWay

Dear Friends,

We are now fully into the season of Eas-
ter – that Great Fifty Days of celebra-
tion between Easter and Pentecost. The 
Glorias and the Alleluias have reap-
peared in our liturgy and our churches 
are adorned with white hangings, 
flowers and joyous music. It is a season 
of Life – new life, risen life, resurrection 
and eternal life.  

In the northern hemisphere, Easter 
coincides with Spring and all the won-
der and joy of the renewal of the earth.  
Spring buds and flowers are emerging 
from the frozen and dormant land. In 
the imagery of North America, Easter 
bunnies, eggs, daffodils and newly 
hatched chicks dominate. All of them 
reflect the amazing cycle of renew-
al and life that are part of the world 
around us. There is a perennial delight 
in the renewal of the earth, which has 
long been associated with the renewal 
of love and delight. In a well-known 
passage from the Song of Solomon 
(2:10-13) we read:

Arise, my love, my fair one, and come 
away;

for now the winter is past, the rain is 
over and gone.

The flowers appear on the earth; the 
time of singing has come,

and the voice of the turtledove is heard 
in our land.

The fig tree puts forth its figs, and the 
vines are in blossom;

they give forth fragrance.
Arise my love, my fair one and come 

away.

Here we see the instinctual con-
nection between the renewal of nature 
with the renewal of our hearts, our 
spirits and our lives. It is no accident 
that the scriptures and the church have 
drawn strong analogies between the 
wonder of spring and the resurrection 
of Jesus.

The resurrection of Jesus invites us 
to look farther than the annual renewal 
of the earth, to see beyond the meta-
phors of new life to that LIFE which 
comes from God.  At the heart of the 
resurrection stories in the New Testa-
ment is the recognition that a world 
altering event has occurred. What we 
all know as death has been overcome 
and the crucified One who was dead 
and buried is amongst us as a living 
presence. Death is not the final word.   
The Christian hope is that all of us who 
are joined to Christ will share his victo-
ry over death. The beautiful prayers in 
our funeral liturgy attest to that hope.  
We pray, “In sure and certain hope of 
the resurrection to eternal life through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, we commend to 
almighty God [our loved ones].” (BAS p. 
587 And so even now, we look through 
a glass dimly, to that Life which is yet to 
come.

The scriptures also witness to an 
amazing reality, that our earthly life 
can even now glimpse and experience 
life that is more than we can imagine.  
St. John speaks of Jesus saying to the 
disciples, “I have come that you might 
have Life and have it abundantly.” ( John 
10:10) In the story of the wedding 
of Cana, there is the inference that 
the presence of Jesus will change the 
ordinary water of life into rich flowing 
wine. Every time we receive the bread 
of the Eucharist we are aware of Jesus’ 

saying, “I am the bread of life.” ( John 
6:48) and acknowledge that we human 
beings do not live by bread alone.

We all navigate our lives through the 
demands of work and family, the maze 
of personal relationships, the constant 
messages of better living through tech-
nology, travel or treasure and most of 
us will know the feeling expressed well 
by Leiber and Stoller in their 1960’s hit 
song, “Is that all there is?”  It’s a golden 
oldie now, but the verse expresses the 
thoughts of many in our time:

Is that all there is? 
If that’s all there is my friends 
Then let’s keep dancing 
Let’s break out the booze and have a ball 
If that’s all there is.

That view, however, leads to a way 
of life that some have called the “cul-
ture of death” — a world which is char-
acterized by cynicism, self-indulgence, 
uncharitableness and intolerance.

We live in a beautiful world, with 
many joys and delights. We also live 
in a world which can leave our hearts 
unsatisfied and longing for something 
more. The promise of Easter is that 
God in Christ longs to give us more —  
a heart of flesh instead of a heart of 
stone —the gift of Life in all its fullness 
— a personal awareness of God’s love 
for the whole creation and each one 
in it, the vision of a world made whole 
and the gifts to build a world of com-
passion and care, and the holy hope 
that when we complete our earthly 
journey, there is still much more to 
come.

Easter blessings,

        +John

Arise, my love, 
my fair one, and 

come away;
for now the 

winter is past, the 
rain is over and 

gone.

Song of Solomon 2:10-13

❑

“

Archbishop’s Alphabet
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By niSSa BaSBaum

Nissa Basbaum is the Dean of  
St Michael & All Angels Cathedral  
in Kelowna

‘till death do us part

In a book enti-
tled Friedman’s 
Fables, rabbi and 
family therapist, 
Edwin Friedman, 
has written 24 
stories, each of 
which is intend-
ed to capture 
what the descrip-
tion on the book 
jacket calls “the 
outrageous, the 
fantastic, and the 
paradoxical side 
of the human 
dilemma.” Not 
surprisingly, as 
with anything 
related to being 
human, these par-
ables often leave 
the reader caught 
in the conundrum 
of trying to figure 
out what is the 
most appropriate 
way to act in what 
are rather com-
mon but compli-

cated situations. My favourite of these 
stories is called “The Bridge.”

Briefly, a man who has spent a long 
time trying to sort out what he wants to 
do with his life finally figures out where 
he wants to go. Even though this is the 
case, however, he finds that it takes 
awhile for the right opportunity to 
come along to fulfil his goal; when that 
opportunity arrives, he recognizes there 
is no time to delay in his pursuit of it, 
so he sets out on a journey. Friedman 
writes:

“Hurrying along, (the man) came 
upon a bridge that crossed through the 
middle of a town… He started across 
(when) he noticed someone coming 
from the opposite direction. As they 
moved closer, it seemed as though the 
other was coming to greet him. He 
could see clearly, however, that he did 
not know this other, who was dressed 
similarly except for something tied 
around his waist… (Coming closer) 
he could see that what the other had 
about his waist was a rope (which) if 
extended, would reach 30 feet… ‘Pardon 
me,’ the other man said, ‘would you be 
so kind as to hold the end a moment?’ 
(which he did) … Whereupon, the other 
jumped off the bridge…’”

The ensuing conversation is fairly 
predictable. The man hanging over the 
edge of the bridge tells the man who 
is on his way to pursue what he has 
finally decided to do with his life, that 
he cannot let go because “I am your 
responsibility,” he says. “If you let go, I 
am lost… my life is in your hands.”

The man on the bridge considers 
several options, even to go so far as 
to jump off the bridge himself, which 
he figures will at least teach the other 
man a lesson; but, writes Friedman, he 
wants “to live and to live life fully.” He 
knows if he lets go he will be letting the 
man die; he also knows if he continues 
to hang on, he lets his own dreams 
die. Finally, he figures out that though 
he cannot pull the other man up by 
himself, if they work together, they 
would both be able to get him back on 
the bridge. Yet when he explains the 
plan to the man hanging off the side of 
the bridge, that man has no interest in 
being saved. He just wants the man on 
the bridge to keep holding on to him. 

Needless to say, the story does not 
end well. The man hanging by the rope 
refuses to help himself, with the result 
that the man on the bridge warns him 
that he will not take responsibility for 
his life. When he still refuses to help 
himself, the man on the bridge tells 
him, “I accept your choice,” and releas-
es the rope.

In neither our personal lives nor in 
the context of the Church, do we have 
to look very far to witness this fable in 
living colour. Our fears about the con-
sequences of taking action – even when 
we understand this action to be in line 
with our understanding of the life and 
message of Jesus – often result in our 
never letting go of the rope. Even as we 
know we are being held back by those 
for whom change is terrifying, we con-
tinue to hang on, hoping against hope 

that those who are holding us 
back will eventually act in such 
a way as to allow for the change 
we believe should happen, to 
happen. 

I would hazard a guess that no 
one likes conflict, but not every-
one avoids it. Many of us realize 
that the nature of communities is 
such that conflict is both a neces-
sary and inevitable reality in any 
relationship – whether personal 
or communal. Unfortunately, 
with some conflicts, letting go of 
the rope becomes the only way 
to move forward. Jesus knew this 
when it came to overturning the 
tables in the temple; Paul knew 
this when he and Barnabas had 
their falling out, for which reason 
they chose to go their separate 
ways; Luther knew this when he 
nailed his 95 theses to the church 
door. Friedman’s story makes it 
obvious that the only way the 
man on the bridge is going to be 
able to get on with his life and 
make something of it is to let the 
other man (his own conscience 
holding him back?) drop to his 
death. Yet that is not quite the 
way the story ends; instead, the 
fable concludes with three small 
words: He “freed his hands.” 

As we leave another Lenten 
season behind and begin the 
Easter season, it behooves us to 
remember that the essence of the 
Christian faith is fully expressed 
in our understanding that life 
evolves from death. Under no 
circumstances will we be able to 
know the freedom which is found 
in resurrection without first 
knowing the loss which is found 
in death. 

Editorial
❑

“L’chaim” (leh-
chai-yeem) is the 
Hebrew toast 
meaning “to 
Life.” And that’s 
what our theme 
is for this month. 
Archbishop John 
takes this further 
and expresses Life 

in a love poem to spring from the Song 
of Solomon.

As I’m writing this, the day before 
we spring forward into daylight saving 
time, I’m looking through my window 
at the signs of resurrection exhibited by 
birds, buds and warmer days. 

You will see in this edition that even 
prior to Lent we were celebrating the 
march of spring: St Saviour’s, Nelson 
hosted a Messy Church event that had 
all the colour of Mardi Gras, and  
St Mark’s, Kaslo had their annual 
Shrove Tuesday pancake supper; The 
Rev. Dr. Gerald Schmidt was ordained 
at All Saints, Vernon; and Camp Owais-
si wants to “Bring on summer!”

On a different note, I have a message 
from Peri Best. Peri, who is the music 
director at St Mary’s, Kettle Valley, had 

her home destroyed in the grass fires 
last summer in the Rock Creek area. 
Some of you made donations to help 
her out, but due to the chaos of that 
time didn’t receive notification that she 
had received your generous gifts. 

By Jonn LavinnDer

❑

I received a card from Peri 
the other day with her desire to 
express thanks to everyone for 
their loving compassion towards 
her.  
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Pre-Lenten Mardi Gras

By  Kitty Wright

❑

❑

By pam Wilson

Spring is here 
and Owaissi is 
excited for sum-
mer! Check out 
the 2016 summer 
camp schedule 
now posted 
on the website 
(www.campoac.
com)

At the time 
of writing, the 
Owaissi Board 
is selecting the 
summer staff and 
volunteers. Please 
stay in touch with 

us on the website to learn more about 
who will be there and what is planned 
for you for summer 2016.

Every summer Camp Owaissi wel-
comes volunteers to camp.

There are several opportunities 
such as Camper Assistant, an oppor-
tunity that is well suited for a retired 
person or an adult who would like to 
help.  Camper Assistants stay on-site 
with free room and board for one week 
(Mon – Fri) assisting with children and 
youth activities. In addition, Camp 
Owaissi welcomes Registered Nurses 
to camp for a week at a time. Nurses 
fulfill a very important role providing 
special nurturing to all campers and 
staff members. Please click on the em-
ployment tab on the website for more 
information.

Some events planned for you:
Spring Clean Up!  
April 16, 2016 Camp Owaissi 9:00 am 

Come one come all and bring along 
your favorite rakes and gardening 
gloves. Brian Sunderland and Mark 
McLean (property manager) will have 
some tasks for us. Lunch will be pro-
vided around 12:00 pm.  Come and See 
the camp!
Spirit Day May 14, 2016   
Camp Owaissi 9:30 am–3:30 pm

You can look forward to a lunch 
plus a day of leadership activities. 
Attendance at this leadership event is 
a requirement if you would like to be a 
volunteer youth (cabin) leader (14 yrs. 
or older).  You will find an application 
form to fill out and email to jobs@cam-
poac.com by May 10 on the website 
www.campoac.com.  To view the job 
descriptions ‘click on’ the employment 
tab.

Leadership training Camp  
(ages 14-17) July 11-13 2016
teen Camp  
(ages 13-16) Aug 15-19, 2016

Walk Owaissi annual fundraiser for 
the camp is planned for Sunday, Sep-
tember 11, 2016. 

Please see events scheduled on the 
website for Walk Owaissi and all the 
other camps available for the summer.

When visiting the Owaissi website 
consider taking a look at the Group 
Rental and Family Site opportunities 
also available to you. 

Bring on summer!

Come and See your camp! 

OWAISSI — Bring on summer 

Pam Wilson is on the Board of 
Directors  for Camp Owaissi

Well the “Saints 
were certainly 
marching in”-
for our Messy 
Church Mardi 
Gras held at 
St Saviour’s 
on February 9. 
there was a great 
turn out, about 
75 souls, for this 
final party, before 
we enter into our 
Lenten season. 

The children 
and parents were 
invited to create 
musical instru-
ments. All the 
supplies to do so 
were at the ready, 
as well as in-
structors to help. 

Everyone made 
either a pan pipe, 
guitar, drum or a 
harmonica to join 
in the musical pa-
rade, led by Clinton 
Swanson and his 
small brass band. 
We snaked up and 
down the church 
aisles, conga style, 
then came to rest 
in the pews for our 
Eucharist service 
lead by Sue Basek. 
After the service, it 
was time to share 
in a Pancake din-
ner. We had various 
offerings, so both 
gluten intolerant 
and regular folk 
could partake 
of this delicious 

dinner. It was so 
heartwarming to 
have men in the 
kitchen, flipping 
the pancakes 
with great skill 
and love. For 
our desert we 
enjoyed ice 
cream cones 
and musical 
shaped cookies. 
It was a wonder-
ful event and an 
opportunity to 
laugh and play 
with our church 
community. 
This was all part 
of a celebration 
before our Lenten 
journey.

messy church mardi gras held at St Saviour’s , nelson

HAVING FUN at “Messy Church Mardi Gras,” St Saviour’s, Nelson
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Gerald Schmidt ordained at
All Saints, Vernon

❑

By heLen moore Remarkable anniversary Bibles 

HELEN MOORE, parishioner of Saint Saviour’s Church, Penticton, shown with three remarkable anniver-
sary Bibles. The smallest Bible is a survivor of the 1939 Hedley rockslide.
The thickest Bible is a 400th anniversary King James Bible issued 2011.
The tallest Bible is The Saint John’s Bible commissioned to celebrate the millennium (2000);  it is the first 
handwritten Bible in five hundred years. Oxford University Press issued a splendid 400th 
(Quatercentenary) edition of the King James Bible in 2011. The story of the making of the original is fasci-
nating, especially the committee of 50 of England’s greatest scholars and the art work alone in this Bible is 
worth the purchase and study. It is helpful to also buy Gordon Campbell’s Bible The Story of the King 
James Version 1611 – 2011.
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the cover is 
wrinkled, the 
onion skin pages 
pleated, but 
Oxford Universi-
ty Press stitched 
signatures held; 
withstanding 
the rock which 
splintered the 
dresser holding 
Christmas pres-
ents and nar-
rowly missing 
Helen and her 
sister Betty.  The 
rock slide occurred 
on the night of the 
Robbie Burns Annu-
al Dinner February 
25, 1939.  This Bible 
was received before 
ever I was baptized 
or confirmed, age 
nine, from the aunts 
in Tooting.

I was eventually 
baptized and con-
firmed as an adult, 
learning to appre-
ciate the Scriptures 
and their place in 
Anglican Church 
history and liturgy.  
I became a novice 
calligrapher learn-
ing to appreciate 
art history and the 

place of monasticism in Western culture.  
Along this confluence of interests came 
news that Benedictine monks in Minnesota 
were proposing a Bible to be hand lettered 
by a Welsh calligrapher who had proposed 
the idea to Saint John’s Abbey, a Bene-
dictine monastic community in central 
Minnesota. This was an act of Providence.  

There are few world class artists who are 
calligrapher to Queen Elizabeth II and only 
one monastery who has an international 
reputation in the acquisition and protec-
tion of rare manuscripts.

You may wonder “why should we care 
in Kootenay that a man in Wales has hand 
lettered a Bible for monks in Minnesota?”  

“Because God wills it” is the short 
answer. Long answer involves a 
patron with assets and scholars to 
do what has not been done since 
the invention of the printing press; a 
patron, so to speak who is scholarly 
and who prays the psalms daily.

The Saint John’s Bible was over 
seven years in the making. Donald 
Jackson worked with artist-callig-
raphers, illuminators, scholars and 
with the monks. A committee on 
Illumination and Text was struck; 
the text chosen was the New Revised 
Standard Version. We have this as 
our Version every Sunday. Michael 
Patella, OSB says what makes The 
Saint John’s Bible different is schol-
arship, imagination and text.

What do others say about the 
making of a monumental Bible?

“This whole project is either 
utter madness or magnificent good 
fortune. A whole series of chance 
circumstances have unexpectedly 
come together to result in the com-
missioning of an entire Bible copied 
by hand.” Christopher De Hamel, 
Parker Library, Corpus Christi Col-
lege, Cambridge, UK

The original, 25 inch vellum Bible 
is housed at the Abbey.  Facsimiles 
are available, volume by volume 
(there are seven volumes). There 
are “Heritage” copies available to be 
seen at Universities who have pur-
chased these larger reprints.

We have Cranmer’s collect to 
urge us to memorize the lines “read, 
mark, learn and inwardly digest…”

The Rev. Dr. Gerald Schmidt was ordained  January 18 at All Saints’, Vernon  
by Archbishop John Privett.  Gerald is a Certified Pastoral Counsellor & Spiritual 
Director with a Doctor of Ministry Degree. He completed his clinical training at 
the Lloyd Center Pastoral Counselling Service at the San Francisco Theological 
Seminary.  He is certified by the American Association of Pastoral Counsellors and 
by Spiritual Directors International, and has experience treating children, families, 
couples and individuals.  His specialization is in preventative care of clergy and 
their families.
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THE COOKS at St Mark’s, Kaslo shrove Tuesday pancake feast.  
Donations given to PWRDF Syrian Refugee Fund.

Shrove Tuesday pancake feast
St Mark’s, Kaslo
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❑

The Ven. Trevor Freeman is the 
Executive Archdeacon for the 
Diocese of Kootenay.     
The following article comes from 
Trevor’s  blog on “The Community.” 
http://thecommunity.anglican.ca/

By trevor freeman

What did you say?

In my head I keep 
a list of profes-
sional attention 
seekers. they’re 
the people who 
I’ve seen in the 
media mak-
ing ridiculous, 
outrageous, over 
the top state-
ments. Usually 
they design their 
comments to 

elicit an emotional response and, most 
of the time, a negative one. They live 
and breathe to make headlines and 
develop a following. They aren’t pri-
marily interested in making anything 
great again. They are mostly concerned 
about serving their inflated ego.

Aside from deep questions about 
their emotional health, all these people 
share something else in common. It’s 
what provides a window for us into 
something we take for granted and 
don’t often talk about.

Each one of them abuses the sancti-
ty of language. Language is an incred-
ible gift that allows us to bridge the 
gulf between one person and another. 
It is the only thing that does. Without 
some form of language we would all 
be islands lost to each other whether 
we were face to face or thousands of 
kilometres away.

Instead, it becomes a way to ma-
nipulate and divide: A way to arouse 
passions with no regard for truth or 
compassion. Instead of bridging the 
gap between us language becomes a 
weapon of wall-building and destruc-
tion. The slow and painful process of 
illuminating the truth is replaced by 
the quick and ugly process of obscuring 
the light.

This doesn’t mean that we can’t 
make jokes and tell stories and be 

lighthearted. There is always room 
for laughter; particularly because 
sometimes more truth emerges from a 
comedian than a preacher.

At the root of it language is sacred 
as a tool for revealing truth; whether 
that’s empirical data, spiritual truth, 
a truer relationship, a truer sense of 
ourselves. Sometimes those truths will 
not be revealed by the specificity of 
the words but the way they are used. 
And sometimes it will be as simple as 
speaking true words earnestly.

I make a point of not using the 
names of the professional attentions 
seekers as a small resistance to their 
agenda. But maybe the better resis-
tance is to refuse to use what can be 
sacred for anything other than a sacred 
purpose.

The Confessions of St AugustineBy Jonn LavinnDer

“Confessions” by 
St. Augustine of 
Hippo is consid-
ered to be one of 
the most import-
ant writings of 
the Church be-
cause it strongly 
affected the ide-
ologies of such 
church figures as 
thomas Aquinas 
and Bernard of 
Clairvaux; and 
later, Reforma-
tion leaders, such 
as Martin Luther 
and John Cal-
vin. In addition, 
it has exerted 
an influence on 
secular philos-
ophers, such as 
Kierkegaard and 
Nietzsche. Augus-
tine, himself was 
heavily influenced 
by the works of 
Virgil, Cicero, and 
Aristotle.

It is an autobi-
ographical work, 

written in Latin between 397 and 400 
CE, consisting of 13 books. The work 
outlines Augustine’s sinful youth and 
his conversion to Christianity. It is 
glimpse of his early years and not a 
complete autobiography, as it was 
written in his early 40s, and he lived 
many years afterwards, producing oth-
er important works, such as the “City 
of God.” Nonetheless, it provides an 
unbroken record of the development of 
his thought, and is the most complete 
record of any single person from the 
4th and 5th centuries. It is a significant 
theological work, featuring spiritual 
meditations and insights. The main 
topics of “Confessions” are original sin, 
divine grace, predestination, just war 
and theodicy.

“The City of God,” on the other 
hand, cited by “Christian History 
Magazine” as the fourth most influ-

ential writing in the Christian world, 
approaches things differently. In it 
Augustine argues philosophically that 
the eternal glory of God stands above 
the fading glory of human creations.

Augustine’s life as a young man 
was characterized by loose living and 
a search for answers to life’s basic 
questions. He followed various philos-
ophers, only to become disillusioned 
with their teachings. For nine years he 
was associated with the Manichean 
sect (a religion that saw creation locked 
in an equal battle between light and 
darkness). But he gradually became 
aware that Manichaeism was unable 
to provide satisfactory answers to his 
probing questions. 

At this time, Augustine was teaching 
rhetoric in Milan. He went to hear the 
preaching of Saint Ambrose, the Bishop 
of Milan. At first he went only to hear 
Ambrose’s eloquent style of speaking. 
But the Bishop’s preaching led Augus-
tine to a new understanding of the 
Bible and the Christian Faith.

Sometime during the year 386 
CE Augustine and his friend Alypius 
were spending time in Milan. While 
outdoors, Augustine heard the voice 
of a child singing a song, the words 
of which were, “Pick it up and read it. 
Pick it up and read it.” He thought at 
first that the song was related to some 
kind of children’s game, but could not 

remember ever having heard such a 
song before.

Then, realizing that this song might 
be a command from God to open and 
read the scriptures, he located a Bible, 
picked it up, opened it and read the 
first passage he saw. It was from Paul’s 
letter of to the Romans. Augustine 
read:

“Not in carousing and drunkenness, 
not in sexual excess and lust, not in 
quarreling and jealousy. Rather, put 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no 
provision for the desires of the flesh.” 
(Romans 13: 13-14)

Reading this scripture, Augustine 
felt as if his heart were flooded with 
light. He turned totally from his life of 
immorality. He was baptized by Am-
brose during the Easter Vigil April 24, 
387 CE. His friend Alypius and his son 
Adeodatus were baptized at the same 
time. 

There are many books written about 
Augustine’s writings as well as many 
translations. Christian History Maga-
zine recommends: Augustine of Hippo 
by Peter Brown (1969) which includes 
all the writings of Augustine. Also see  
“25 Christian writing that changed the 
church and the world,” (Feb  2016, The 
HighWay):  #1 “Confessions”;  #4 “City 
of God”; #18 “On Christian Teaching”;  
# 19 “On the Trinity.”

❑

Writings that changed the church

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Augustine_of_Hippo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Augustine_of_Hippo
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By yme WoenSDregt

This column has 
been written with 
the intention 
that it may be 
reprinted in local 
newspapers for 
the religion page.  
Yme will be 
writing a short ar-
ticle each month 
expressly with 
this purpose in 
mind. You are free 
to reproduce the 
article without 
prior approval. 
Drop us a line 
anyway... 
The Editor

❑

No more elevator Christianity

Yme Woensdregt is the Dean of East 
Kootenay and Incumbent for Christ 
Church, Cranbrook.

❑

“Not so long ago,” 
writes Diana 
Butler Bass, “be-
lievers confident-
ly asserted that 
God inhabited 
heaven, a distant 
place of eternal 
reward for the 
faithful.”

She’s talking 
about the ancient 
world in which 
Christian faith 
grew up. The an-
cients imagined 
that the universe 
consisted of three 
storeys. Up there 
was heaven, 

where God lived, and where we hoped 
to go. This would be our eternal reward 
if we behaved and believed correctly.

Down there—well let’s just say, 
you didn’t want to end up going down 
there, and so people were urged from 
pulpits to live the way the church 
thought you ought to live, or else!

Here, in the middle, is where we 
lived and where our eternal destiny 
was decided. It all depended on how 
we lived and behaved and what we 
believed.

I suspect many grew up in that kind 
of universe, at least in the church. I’m 
sure it sounds familiar.

Butler Bass continues, “In this 
three–storey universe, the church 
mediated the space between heaven 
and earth.” She describes the church as 
“a kind of holy elevator; God sent down 
divine directions and if we obeyed the 
directives, we would go up—eventual-
ly—to live in heaven forever and avoid 
the terrors below. Stories and sermons 
taught us that God occupied the high 
places, looking over the world and 
caring for it from afar, occasionally in-
terrupting the course of human affairs 
with some miraculous reminder of 
divine power. Those same tales empha-
sized the gap between worldly places 
and the holy mountains, between the 
creation and an Almighty Creator. 
Religious authorities mediated the 

gap, explaining right doctrine and holy 
living. If you wanted to live with God 
forever in heaven, then you listened 
to those authorities (ministers, priests 
and pastors), believed them, and most 
importantly, obeyed them.”

We no longer live in that kind of 
three–storey universe. Thank good-
ness!

The three–storey universe had a 
kind of certainty about it, that things 
would always be this way, and it would 
never change. God would always be 
in his heaven, and we on earth would 
always live under God’s righteous gaze.

That certainty crumbled in the 20th 
century under the horrors of two world 
wars, Hitler’s concentration camps, the 
killing fields of Pol Pot in Cambodia, 
the terror of Idi Amin in Uganda and 
Joseph Stalin in Russia. Those horrors 
continue today in Syria and the Middle 
East, and with the forces if ISIS and 
other terrorist groups.

One of the things that happened is 
that people concluded that God is no 
longer relevant. Some even proclaimed 
“the death of God.” Others reacted by 
trying to hold on to the old certainties, 
proclaiming more loudly that God is 
still in his heaven judging the world, 
and we had better be careful or else 
we’d end up down there.

But others have begun to search for 
a middle way. Neither the death of God 

nor the way of fundamentalist 
certainty is an answer.

And so a new way of thinking 
about God is being born. Actually 
it’s a new/old way.

Butler Bass notes that in the 
light of the shooting of 26 peo-
ple at Sandy Hook Elementary 
School in Connecticut, people 
began to ask more urgently, 
‘Where is God?’ She writes, “If 
the question was surprising, it 
is perhaps astonishing that a 
consensus emerged from the 
discussion. By far the most often 
repeated answer, and apparently 
the most comforting, was that 
God was ‘with’ the victims.”

If we can begin to see that the 
promise of Immanuel (God with 
us) is true, then we no longer 
need the elevator. We can learn 
to trust that God is as near as our 
next breath; that God is present 
in the ways in which we touch 
each other; that God is found as 
we work together for peace and 
justice; that we discern God’s 
presence in the care we take of 
ourselves, in the care we take of 
each other, and in the care we 
take of the earth.

By Joanne SimpSon

Joanne Simpson 
is the Chair of the Diocesan Spiritual 
Development Committee

Praying in the spirit

Many of us 
complain about 
lacking disci-
pline in prayer.  
Or not even 
having a desire 
to pray.  Or, when 
the desire is there, 
not knowing how 
to pray.  God has 
provided the an-
swer for all these 
woes, by sending 
us God’s Spirit.  
Jesus promises to 
send us his Spirit, 
Who will be our 
Comforter.  ( John 
1:7).

The Holy Spirit draws us into a 
deeper spiritual life. The Holy Spirit 
sustains and nourishes us in our prayer 
life. “True prayer,” wrote Samuel M. 
Zwemer, “is God the Holy Spirit talking 
to God the Father in the name of God 
the Son, and the believer’s heart is the 
prayer room.”   

What a beautiful image! When I 
was teaching my young children about 
prayer, I’d encourage them to go inside 
themselves, to that private place that 
was just for them and Jesus. I’d suggest 
they go in first and prepare the room, 
just the way they’d like it to be for Jesus 
to enter in. Then I’d encourage them to 
open the door, welcome Jesus into this 
very private place, and to spend time 
with Him there.  

In Eph. 6:18 we are encouraged to 
“Pray at all times in the Spirit.” We can 
begin this Spirit-led time by reading 
from the Scriptures — maybe the les-
son for the upcoming Sunday, or some 
other Scripture that we feel drawn 
to. So often the Spirit will cause us to 
see or hear the Word in a bit different 
light, or with a fresh new meaning that 

connects to current circumstances in 
our lives.

Praying in the Spirit means to pray 
in harmony with the will of God. Being 
God, the Spirit will help us under-
stand God’s will for us as we bring our 
concerns or decisions to our place of 
prayer. And also in this Sacred Place, 
this surrounding atmosphere of God’s 
presence and power, we can bring all 
those we care for, lifting their concerns 
before the throne of grace.

Praying in the Spirit brings us to an 
awareness of the glory and goodness of 
God.  By allowing the Spirit to pray in 
and through us, our focus shifts from 
ourselves, to centering on God. In this 
Place, we can lose our self-centredness, 
as we soak in God’s presence. God’s 
Spirit can cause us to bow in humble 
adoration, or to dance in the joy of 
God’s grace.

Our weakness or inadequacy in 
the art of prayer is not a surprise to 
God. God knows us from our mother’s 
womb, and even knows our words be-
fore they are on our lips (Ps 139:4).  And 
knowing us, God has arranged for us to 

have a Comforter, a Helper and a 
Guide. God gave us the Holy Spir-
it to instruct, inspire, and bring 
light to our hearts and minds. 
“In Him we live, and move, and 
have our being.” (Acts 17:28), so 
that this ‘being immersed in the 
presence of the Holy Spirit’ can 
be as soothing as a healing balm 
that soaks into every cell of our 
being. Then our every action, our 
thoughts, our very lives, become 
a prayer.  (1 Thess 5:17).  

So let us not become dis-
couraged in our efforts to seek 
a deeper relationship with God.  
Ask God to help you prepare a 
prayer room for the Spirit. Then 
go into that private, peaceful 
place deep within yourself, and 
invite the Spirit in.  

As Jesus says in John 14:26-27, 
welcome... “the Helper, the Holy 
Spirit, whom the Father will send 
in My name, He will teach you all 
things, and bring to your remem-
brance all things that I said to 
you.” Come, Holy Spirit , come.

examining the subject of prayer as we approach pentecost.
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Much of the focus 
of our “together 
in Mission” cam-
paign has been 
on our diocesan 
case and our par-
ish cases. We’ve 
all worked hard 
to develop a clear 
vision of how we 
want these funds 
to impact minis-
try and serve God 
in our diocesan 
community. For 

❑

most of us this has meant that the 
portion of funds that are going to the 
national church have not been given as 
much thought.

The 10% of funds from our cam-
paign that are designated for the 
national church are helping do some 
really important work in the Anglican 
Church of Canada. Our campaign lead-
ership team considered carefully how 
to support Anglicans across the coun-
try and decided to focus on the Council 
of the North. The Council of the North 
is made up of a number of dioceses 
that represent the most sparsely pop-
ulated regions of our country. It also 
covers the vast majority of Canada’s 
land mass. The dioceses involved are 
financially supported by funds from the 
national church because the challenges 
of vast distances, small populations, 

and few resources mean that they 
would struggle to survive financially 
on their own. To compare one Council 
of the North diocese with Kootenay, 
the Diocese of Athabasca in northern 
Alberta covers 317,000 square kilo-
metres. In Kootenay we cover 215,000 
square kilometres. And the Diocese of 
Athabasca isn’t even the largest dio-
cese in the Council of the North!  

To date, because of your support, 
hard work, and giving, we have raised 
over $46,000 to support our brothers 
and sisters in the Council of the North. 
As the Council of the North website 
says it is a, “Ministry of the Whole 
Church by the Whole Church.” Your 
gift to Together in Mission is another 
way that you are helping support the 
ministry of the whole church. 

In particular, the funds that we are 
directing to the Council of the North 
have been earmarked for training and 
travel for lay and ordained leaders. 
These two pieces go hand in hand for 
Anglicans in communities that are a 
long way away from training centres 
and other resources. We are sometimes 
discouraged by the distances we need 
to travel to our diocesan meetings or 
Kootenay School of Ministry courses. 
In the Council of the North dioceses, 
these challenges are magnified by huge 
travel distances and lack of funds. Our 
contribution is helping to ease that 
challenge! 

Thank you for your faithfulness 
to this campaign and to the work of 
church from coast to coast to coast!

By trevor freeman  

A ministry of the whole Church!

A summer after-
noon at Sorrento 
Centre means 
relaxation, so a 
trip to the beach 
or a snooze in a 
lawn chair may 
be top of the 
to-do list.  But be 
sure not to miss 
the opportunity to 
visit the Sorrento 
Centre Shoppe: it 
appears as if by 
magic, cleverly 
unfolding itself 
from the walls 
of Richardson 
Conference Room 
— surprise, who 
knew?  

Run by a group of about a dozen 
faithful volunteers, the Shoppe offers 
carefully chosen merchandise that 
reflects the mission and ministry of 
Sorrento Centre. Clothing items with 
the Sorrento logo are sourced through 
an Okanagan supplier, and whenever 
possible are organic and Canadian 
made. Local farm-foraged honey is 
popular, along with books about food 
sustainability and occasionally other 
items– eg. seeds, lavender, garlic – that 
reflect  the work of the Sorrento Farm.   
A modest selection of books is available 
in the small space, often titles suggest-
ed or authored by course leaders. And 
a handful of fair trade gift items may be 
found, crafted by third world artisans 
and offered in partnership with a Salm-
on Arm gallery.

An intimate Sorrento connection 
happens when the work of individual 

Associates is featured in the Shoppe.  
One long-time Associate has published 
poetry, and may be found reading 
aloud selections from his book. Anoth-
er has designed cartoon art cards de-
picting Sorrento through the seasons, 
and these cards are available for pur-
chase. One year Sorrento’s artist-in-res-
idence made a series of paintings on 
the Lord’s Prayer, and print versions are 
available in the Shoppe.

Welcome customers are the chil-
dren, who come with fistfuls of nickels 
to buy sour gummy bears and licorice 
whips. It’s such a short distance from 
the family cabana to the candy count-
er that many young ones make this 
journey without a hand to hold. The 
ever-popular penny candy  tradition 
began as a little bowl of mints by the 
cash register, and now offers a wider 
selection of inexpensive sweet favour-
ites. 

The volunteers who run the Shoppe 
are mostly local, mostly Anglican, 
mostly retired, and mostly inexperi-
enced in marketing and retail. They 
are inspired by their deep caring for 
Sorrento Centre, and energized by 
the new and familiar faces of guests 
who come through the doors. Thanks 
to the commitment of this group, 
the proceeds of the Sorrento Shoppe 
are given to Sorrento Centre: in 2015, 
the contribution was approximately 
$3,000, and has been as high in the 
past as $7,000.    

Every year brings something a 
little different to the Shoppe. Some-
times there is an auction of Summer 
Youth Staff artwork, with proceeds to 
the Capital Campaign. Maybe there’s 
a book-reading and you can buy a 
signed copy. Perhaps there might even 
be a coffee station. Always you’ll find a 
warm welcome and leisure to browse.  
But don’t be surprised if you come 
back after closing time and – poof ! – 
it’s disappeared… like magic.

The Sorrento Shoppe is open week-
day afternoons during summer pro-
gramming, and at other times during 
the year.  For more information or to 
volunteer, contact the Sorrento Centre 
office at 250-675-2421. 

Jennifer Sirges grew up at  
All Saints, Vernon, and is now a 
member of St Andrew’s Parish in 
Trail. She is on the Sorrento Centre 
Board of Directors.   

By Jennifer SirgeS

Sorrento Shoppe-ing
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